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CERTIFICATE  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citii'cns  of  the  United  States,  residing  witliin  the 
County  of  Cayuga  and  State  of  New  York,  and  being  also  citizens  of  the  State 
■of  New  York,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  do  hereby  associate 
ourselves  and  form  a  corporation,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  Sute  of  New  York,  knov.ii  as  cl'apter  267  of  the  laws  of  1875,  as  an:ended 
by  chapter  53  of  the  laws  of   iS7t). 

The  name  by  which  such  corporation  shall  be  known  in  law,  is  "  The 
Cayuga  County  Histokicai.  Socikty." 

Said  corporation  is  formed  for  social,  literary  and  historical  purposes,  and 
the  particular  business  and  objects  thereof,  shall  ho  the  discussion  of  general 
and  local  history,  and  the  discovery,  collection  and  preservation  of  the  histori- 
cal records  of  Cayuga  County,  aforesaid,  comprising  books,  nev.'spapers,  pam- 
phlets, maps  and  genealogies  ;  and  also  of  paintings,  relics  and  any  articles  of 
materials  which  may  or  shall  illustrate  the  (growth  or  progress  of  society,  relig- 
ion, education,  literature,  art,  science,  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  the  trades  and  professions  within  the  United  States,  and  especially  within 
the  County  of  Cayuga  and  State  of  New  York, 

The  principal  ofiic'?  and  place  of  business  of  said  Society,  shall  be  in  the  cit) 
of  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  N.  \  . 

The  said  corporation  shall  be  managed  by  seven  trustees.  The  names  or 
said  trustees  for  the  first  year  of  e.^istence  of  said  corporation,  are,  Kenjaniin  B. 
Snow,  Blanchard  Fosgate,  James  I).  Button,  Lewis  E.  Carpenter,  David  M. 
Dunning.  John  H.  Osborn.*,  and  J.    Lewis  Ciraut,  all  of  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

It  is  hereby  intended  to  incorpoi.ite  an  association  heretofore  existing  under 
the  name  of  "  The  Cayuga  County  fiistorical  Society,"  but  heretofore  unin- 
corporated. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand?  and  seals  the  23d  day  of 
January,  1S77. 

CHARLES  MAWLEY,  [i-.  s.J  BLANCiiAUD  FOSGATi:,   [l.   ^.J 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWAKli,  [l.  s]  JuliX  S.  CLARK,  [i..  s.J 

JAMES  D.  BUTTON,  [l.  s.]  A.  W.  LAWTON,  [1..  s.] 

B.  B.  SNOW,  [l.  s.]  W.  D.  BALDWIN,  [l.  s.] 

F.  L.  GRISWOLD,  [l.  s.J  D.  M.  OSBORNE,  [l.  s.) 

J.  II.  OSBORNE,  [l.  i.J  OTIS  M.  GODDARD,  [l.  s.j 


CERTIFICATK    OK    IXCOUPORATIOX. 

W.   A,   BAKER,  [l.  s.]  BVR0\  C.  SMITH,    [l.  s.J 

D.   M.   DUKXIXG,  [i,.  s.]  GEO    R.   PECK.  [i..  s.) 

L.   E.  CARPENTER,   [i.".   s.]  JOHN  UNDERWOOD,  [i..  s.] 

DENNIS  R.  ALWARD,  [i..  s.]  CHAS.  A.  SMITH,  [i..  s.] 

J.  W.   DUNNING,  [l.  s.]  E.  S.  NEWTON,  [u  s.] 

11.  J.   KNAPP,   [l.   s.]  J.   T.   M.   DAVIE,   [l.   s.] 

A.  G.  BEARDSLEV.  [r.  s.]  •  JAS.   SKVMOUK,  Jk..  [l.  s.] 

S.   L    BRADLEY,  [l.  s.]  D.   H.  ARM.sTi^ONG.    [i..   s.] 

C.  J.  REED.   [l.  s.]  GORTON  W.  ALLEN,   [i..  s.J 

SAMUEL  W.   DUFFIELD,  [i..  s.]  W.   H.  CARPENTER,  [l,   s.] 

NELSON   B.   ELDRED,  [l.  s.J  !■'.   P.   TAHKK,   [i,.  s.J 


State  ok  New  York,  i    ' 
Cayujja  County.  J 

On  this  first  day  of  Eebruary.  1877.  persoii.iliy  app.;ared  before  me,  a  Notary 
Public,  in  and  for  said  county  :  Cliaries   Ilawley,  William  II.  Seward,  James 

D.  L   tton.  lUanchard  Fos.5ate,    Renjamin   P.   Snow,  John  S.   Clark,   Franklin 
L.  C  iswokl,  John  H.  Osborne.  William  A.  Baker.  David  M.  Dunning,  Lewis 

E.  Carpenter,  Dennis  R.  Alward,  Joseph  W.  Duiininy,  Horace  J.  Knapi: 
Alonzo  G.  Beardsley.  Jr.,  Silas  L.  Bradley,  Charles  J.  Reed,  Nelson  K.  ICIdrcd 
David  M.  Osborne.  Otis  M.  Goddard,  Byron  C.  Smitli.  Charles  A.  Smith 
Joiin  Underwood,  George  R.  Ptik.  John  T.  M.  Davie.  James  Seymour.  Jr. 
David  H.  Armstrong.  Frank  P.  T.^ber.  Ed.  S.  Newton  and  A.  W.  Lawton,  to 
me  personally  known  to  be  thirty  of  the  persons  described  in,  and  who  exe- 
cuted the  fore^oin;^  instrument,  an.i  severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed 
the  same.  CHARLES  M.   BAKER, 

Notary   Public,  Cayuga  County. 

CAYUGA  County,  ss. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February.  1S77.  pctioually  appeared  before  me,  Samuel  ^V. 
Duffield.  Gorton  W.  Allen  and  Viillumi  H.  Carpenter,  to  me  known  to  be  three 
of  the  persons  described  in.  and  who  execured  the  lorctoint'.  ip>trument.  and 
severally  acknowledged  the  execution  thereof. 

CHARLES  M.  BAKER. 

A\'/.I!J  Pll'dic. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  tlie  Seventh 
Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  New  Yuik,  licicby  consents  to  and  approves  of 
the  filing  of  the  foregoing  certilicate. 

Dated  Auburn,  N.  V..  February  2,  1S77, 

CHARLES  C.  lAVIGH  1. 
Jus.  Sup.  a..  ythJuJ.  Dist.  S.  N.    Y. 
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BV  THE  FRHSIDENT 


WILLIA:\1   II.  S1",\VARD. 


February   19,   18S9. 


ADDRESS   OF    THE    PRESIDENT. 


This  is  our  twelfth  annual  meeting,  the  society,  as  you  are 
aware,  having  been  foundcJ  in  1876.  The  prosperity  which 
attended  the  early  years  of  the  organization,  seems  to  have 
continued  uni'  lerruptedl}^  to  the  present  time.  Man}-  earnest 
and  good  \,orkers  have  given  a  helping  hand,  and  each  year 
brings  valuable  addition  to  its  store  of  historical  collections. 
More  than  fifty  different  persons  have  contributed  to  its  literary 
archivea  Many  of  these  authors  are  with  us  now,  while  others 
liave  pa?se^_  ^i^ay,  leaving  honorable  records  as  citizens  of  Cay- 
uga county,  whose  worth  will  long  perjietuate  their  memories. 

It  may  be  an  interesting  fact  to  note  how  diversified  are  the 
avocations  of  those  who  have  contributed  papei's  to  the  society. 
In  rather  a  hast\'  examination  of  the  records,  I  find  among  the 
contributors,  nine  lawyers,  five  doctors,  five  manufacturers,  four 
merchants^,  three  theological  professors,  three  ministers,  three 
hankers,  two  authors,  two  editors  and  publishers,  one  fanner, 
one  superintendent  of  schools,  one  civil  engineer,  one  journal- 
ist, one  artist,  one  railway  superintendent,  one  claim  agent,  one 
mecliaiiic,  seven  ladies. 

Fourteen  of  our  active  members  hnve  died  since  the  organiz 
ation  of  the  society.  These  are:  Kev.  Charles  Jbiwley,  Kev. 
S.imuel  W.  Duffield,  J.  Lewis  Grant,  Dr.  James  D.  Button.  Dr, 
Blancliard  Fo.sgate,  Dr.  David  11.  Armstrong,  Dr.  Lansingl 
r^riggs.  Dr.  Sylvester  Willard,  David  M  Osli'Trne,  Kufus  Sar 
gent,  William  H.  Carpenter,  "William  G.  Wise,  Silas  L.  Bradley, 
and  Franklin  L.  Griswold.  Six  of  these  were  among  our 
literary  contributors. 
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More  than  eighty  original  papers  and  addresses  have  been 
read  before  our  society,  most  of  which  have  been  pubUshed  in 
the  local  papers,  and  twenty-five  of  these  have  been  officially 
published  in  book  form  under  the  auspices  of  this  association. 
The.se  publications  embrace  six  regular  numbers,  or  an  average 
of  one  book  for  each  two  years  since  our  organization. 

No.  1,  issued  in  1879,  contains  Hardenburgh's  journal  of 
General  Sullivan's  campaign  in  1779,  compiled  and  arranged  by 
General  John  S.  Clark,  with  biographical  sketch  by  Ecv.  Chnr'es 
Ilawlcy. 

No.  2,  issued  in  1882  :  Addresses  of  President  Hawley  at 
the  fourth  and  fifth  annual  meetings  of  the  society  ;  also  invent- 
ors and  inventions  of  Caj'uga  county,  by  C.  Wheeler,  Jr.,  and 
D.  M.  Osborne.     This  number  is  finely  illustrated. 

No.  3,  issued  in  18Si  :  Early  chapters  of  Seneca  history  and 
addresses  of  President  Hawley  at  the  sixth  and  seventh  annual 
meetings. 

No.  4,  issued  in  1886:  Memorial  proceedings  of  tlie  society, 
with  the  remarks  of  its  members  upon  the  death  of  Rev. 
Charles  Hawley;  also  memorial  address  of  "Willis  J.  Bceehcr 
on  the  life  of  Dr.  Hawley;  also  address  of  W.  H.  Seward, 
upon  Auburn  and  its  resources,  delivered  at  our  ninth  annual 
meeting. 

No.  5,  issued  in  1887  :  Address  of  W.  H.  Seward  at  the  tenth 
annual  meeting  ;  Sewers,  ancient  and  modern,  by  C.  Wheeler, 
Jr. ;  Local  hobbies  by  W.  H.  Seward. 

No.  6,  issued  in  1883  :  Proceedings  of  the  eleventh  annual 
meeting ;  Wool  culture  and  manufacture  in  Cayuga  county, 
by  William  Hayden ;  Memoir  of  David  D.  Thomas,  by  J.  D. 
Tliomas  ;  Biography  of  William  Bostwick,  by  II  II.  Bostwick  ; 
Recollections  of  my  early  life  in  Auburn,  Mrs,  Deborah  Bron- 
son ;  Reminiscences  of  my  early  life  in  Auburn,  Mrs.  S,  Ben- 
ton Hunt ;  Cayuga  joint  stock  company,  by  W.  A.  Ogden  ; 
Biography  of  General  George  Fleming,  by  C.  M.  Baker.  Burn- 
ing of    the  St.  James  hotel,  by  B.  B.  Snow.     There  have  also 
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hcen  issued  by  the  society,  as  special  publications,  proceedings 
of  the  first  annual  meeting,  with  address  by  President  Ilawley ; 
Address  of  President  Hawley  at  third  annual  meeting;  Histori- 
cal sketch  of  Cayuga  county  bank,  by  D.  W.  Adams. 

The  papers  read  before  the  society,  in  the  year  just  closed, 
are  as  follows  \  February  11,  1888,  Memorial  upon  the  life  of 
Dr.  Blanchard  F  "gate,  by  "Warren  A.  Worden  ;  Poem,  "  The 
Numerator,"  by  Prof.  Willis  J.  Beecher ;  Eecord  of  current 
events  for  1887,  by  B.  B.  Snow ;  March  20,  1888,  Biography 
of  Dr.  James  IX  Button,  by  William  P.  Allen ;  A  paper  on 
natural  gas,  by  C.  Wheeler,  Jr.,  April  10,  1888  ;  two  sketches 
of  visits  to  scenes  of  the  reliallion,  by  David  "Wright,  read  by 
Tliomas  M.  Osborne  ;  May  15,  1888,  "  Weed's  Basin,"  by  Hon. 
Wra.  L  Cornwell,  read  by  F.  W.  Richardson ;  Narrative  of 
sealing  voyages  of  Joel  Root,  by  Col.  H.  D.  Woodruii",  June 
12,  1888  ;  Biography  of  Gen.  George  Fleming,  by  C.  JI.  Baker; 
January  15,  1889  ;  Biographical  sketches  of  Judge  Joseph  L. 
Richardson  and  Col.  John  Richardson,  by  Frank  W.  Richardson. 
-  From  the  foregoing  statistics,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  society 
is  year  b}'  year,  gathering  local  history  and  biography,  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  of  value  to  our  own  generation,  and  to  those 
which  are  to  come  after  us.  Our  roll  of  active  members  now 
cont^iins  sevent3'-five  names,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
interest  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the  association  keeps  full 
pace  with  that  of  former  years. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees,  C.  W.  Smith  was 
selected  as  assistant  librarian,  and  has  already  entered  upon  his 
duties.  Under  his  supervision,  it  is  proposed  to  open  the  rooms 
of  the  societ}'  for  two  afternoons  and  evenings  each  week,  viz : 
"Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5:30,  and  from  7  to  9:30 
p.  >r.  By  this  arrangement,  a  better  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
to  the  members  and  their  friends,  to  become  familiar  with  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  society,  and  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
hoped  that  it  may  increase  social  intercourse  among  its  mem- 
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bers.  In  this  connection,  I  am  requested  bv  the  trustees  to  ask 
the  members  and  their  friends,  to  call  at  the  rooms  as  frequently 
as  they  raaj-  find  it  convenient  to  do  so. 

An}-  citizen  not  a  member  of  the  society,  wlio  mav  v.-ish  to 
consult  the  library  or  records  of  the  society,  is  at  liberty  to 
do  so  dmipg  the  hours  designated.  Chess  and  baebgamnion 
have  also  been  provided  for  the  use  of  our  members.  Our 
library-  is  to  be  carefully  catalogued  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  a  coni- 
plete  record  made  (and  kept  in  the  rooms)  of  the  various  dona- 
tions which  are  from  time  to  time  made  to  our  historical  collec- 
tion. The  complete  history  of  Cayuga  county  and  all  its  citi- 
zens, \Till  probably  never  be  written,  but  the  Cayuga  County 
Historical  Society  has  already  done  much  to  rescue  from  obliv- 
ion, valuable  data  which  would  otherwise  have  been  lost  Let 
us  go  on  with  the  work,  while  yet  we  may. 


EARLY  DAYS  AND  COLLEGE   LIFE 


LATE  WILLLAM  H.  SEWARD. 


A  Paper  heaii  hefore  the  Caylt.a  Col'nty  Histouicai.  Society,  at  its 
Annual  Meeit.ng,  Flruuarv  19,   iSSg. 


HY  GENERAL  \VILL1.\M   H.  SEWARD. 


A  SKETCH  OF  THE    LIFE  OF  THE  LATE 
WnLLIAM   }L  SEWARD. 


Several  times  since  the  organization  of  the  Cayuga  County 
Historical  Society,  I  have  been  solicited  to  prepare  for  preserva- 
tion among  its  biographical  papei-s,  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  the 
late  William  11.  Sewarii 

While  fully  apipreciating  the  spirit  prompting  the  suggestion, 
the  work  has  always  been  declined  on  my  jiart,  for  what  seemed 
to  rne,  three  quite  sufficient  reasons. 

First  :  Mr.  Seward's  life  and  public  works,  having  already 
been  made  the  subject  of  many  publications,  orations,  and 
^■Idresses,  such  a  sketch  by  me  could,  therefore,  be  little  more 
than  a  repro(bietlon  of  what  had  already  been  said  or  written. 

SecuxI-):  His  public  career,  covering  as  it  did  nearly  half  a 
century  of  great  activity  and  diversity,  could  hardly  have  even 
partial  justice  done  to  itr.  recital  in  any  paper,  which  should 
come  within  the  limits  of  those  sought  for  this  association. 

Thiud  :  Because  a  natural  embarrassment  exi.sts  on  the  part 
of  the  son  to  speak  unreservedly  of  the  public  character  of  his 
father,  especially,  if  much  of  what  .shonh.l  be  said  must  needs 
be  largely  tempered  by  v^arm  personal  inteixst  in  the  subject. 

The  rec(uest,  however,  is  again  renewed  by  several  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  society,  coupled  with  the  statement 
tliat  whil(>  they  are  more  or  less  familiar  with  Mr.  Seward's  life 
and  works  after  he  became  prominent  as  a  public  man,  they 
know  but  little  of  his  boyhood  and  college  career,  a  period  in 
which  surrounding  intluenees  do  so  much  to  mould  the  charac- 
ter of  the  future  man. 
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The  Statement  thus  made  now,  leads  mo  not  to  reconsider  rny 
previous  determination  but  to  depart  so  far  horn  it  as  to  give 
to-night  a  few  reminiscences  of  Mr.  Seward's  earlier  days  and 
his  college  career,  stopping  short  wlicre  his  life  as  a  puhlic  man 
commenced. 

In  doing  this  I  have  drawn  from  three  sources — publications 
alrcad}'  made,  family  letters,  and  personal  recollection  of  con- 
vers'itions  with  Mr.  Seward  during  his  later  life. 

William  Henry  Seward  was  born  at  the  village  of  Florida, 
Orange  county,  IST.  Y.,  May  16,  1801.  The  large  frame  dwell- 
ing occupied  by  his  family  during  his  boyhood  is  still  standing, 
and  is  now  used  bj  the  S.  S.  Seward  institute. 

His  paternal  grandfatlier.  Colonel  Jolm  Seward,  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  was  of  Welch  descent ;  he  sei-ved  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in  1799.  His  wife, 
Mary  Swaj;y,  is  spoken  of  as  a  very  intcllecLual  au<l  pious 
woman,  who,  although  her  relatives  adhered  to  the  British 
crown,  was  .herself  exceedingly  active  and  patriotic  in  behalf  of 
the  Am  ;rican  cause. 

Mr.  .ieward's  maternal  gran'lfatlier  was  Isaac  Jennings,  of 
English  lineage,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Orange  countv,  who 
joined  the  militia  of  Goshen,  and  was  with  them  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  !Minisink,  where,  more  fortunate  than  most  of  his  com- 
panion.'?, he  escaped  the  Indian  massacre. 

Margaret  Jackson,  his  wife,  was  of  Irish  Liirth,  and  was 
renienibered  by  Mr.  Seward  as  an  excellent  woman  and  a  zealous 
Pn/'testant     Her  farnily  cmigi'ated  froui  Ireland  at  an  early  dav. 

Samuel  S.  Seward,  father  of  William  Ileniy,  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children;  lie  received  a  professional  education  in 
lieu  of  his  share  of  bis  father's  ]iatrimony.  lie  commenced  the 
pi'Uftice  vi  medicine  in  his  naii\e  pku'c  in  New  Jersey  inunedi- 
ately  after  the  eniiiplttii.in  of  his  studios,  and  sdoh  thereafter 
maiTicd  Maiy  Jeuuings,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y. 

In  179'>,  they  moved  to  Florida,  N.  Y.,  just  six  veai-s  before 
Wniiam  was  boru. 
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Speaking  of  his  parents,  Mr.  Seward  said  of  his  father:  "lie 
was  educated  a  physician,  and  during  my  minority  practiced 
his  profession,  to  v;hich  occupation  he  added  those  of  the  farmer, 
the  merchant,  the  countiy  poUtician,  magistrate  and  judge,  dis- 
charging the  functions  of  all  with  eminent  ability,  integrity  and 
success.  He  gradually  built  up  what  at  that  day,  in  the  rural 
neighborhood,  seemed  a  considerable  fortune." 

'"He  renresented  Orange  county  in  the  state  legislature  iu 
180-i,  and  i^uowed  much  vigor  and  ability  in  debate." 

Of  his  mother,  Jfary  Jennings,  Mr.  Seward  said:  "She 
enjoyed  only  the  advantages  of  education  in  the  common 
schools,  bill  improvedthem." 

"  She  is  remembered  as  a  person  of  unusual  good  sense,  gen- 
tleness, truthfulness  and  candor." 

I  have  frequently  heard  rny  mother  speak  of  her,  as  a  very 
lovely  woman,  of  great  patience  and  forbearance,  which  charac- 
teristics must,  by  the  way,  have  been  sorely  tried  now  and  then 
by  her  husband,  who  in  his  latter  days,  had  become  through  ill 
health,    omewliat  exacting  and  at  times  even  unreasenable. 

Among  his  infirmities,  was  inability  to  sleep  at  night.  I  have 
been  told  that  upon  more  than  one  occasion  he  would  arise  at 
midnight,  require  the  sci'vant  to  kill  and  dress  a  chicken,  and 
my  grandnioiher  to  cook  it  for  him,  which  was  done  on  her  part 
without  a  murmur. 

Mr.  Seward  alwa^'s  sjioko  of  his  mother  with  the  deepest 
alTection,  nor  did  he  forget  that  througli  her  he  had  Irisli  bl(X:)d 
iff  his  vein?. 

Upon  one  occasion  in  1840,  when  an  old  friend  liad  taken 
him  severely  to  task  in  a  private  letter,  on  account  of  some  c)f 
his  previous  remarks  favorable  to  the  Irish  pieople,  he  replied, 
defending  what  he  had  said,  and  thus  tenderly  referred  to  his 
mothers  lineage  :  "If  this  confessiLHi  of  faith  seems  strange  to 
you,  piermit  me  to  explain  that  I  could  not  believe  otherwise, 
without  doing  dishonor  to  a  mother  eminent  for  many  virtues, 
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and  to  the  memories  of  bumble  ancestors,  whose  names  -n-ill  not 
be  saved  from  obscurity  by  the  record  of  an}'  extraordinary 
vices." 

His  mother  died  in  1844,  his  father  surviving  Ijer  until  1849  ; 
both  are  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Florida,  N.  Y. 

William  Henry  was  the  fourth  of  six  children,  one  sister  and 
two  brothers  older  and  one  sister  and  one  brother  younger  than 
he.  George  W.  Seward  the  youngest  of  the  four  sons,  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  at  his  home  in  Florida,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  18S8,  being  the  last  of  his  generation  in  our 
family.  The  first  nine  years  of  William  Henry's  life  were  spent 
■under  the  parental  roof.  From  a  veiy  early  age  he  evinced  a 
decided  love  of  books  and  a  taste  for  study,  with  but  little 
aptitude  for  work  upon  the  farm  or  in  the  countiy  stoi'c  of  his 
father. 

His  faithful  black  nurse  ''  Chloe,"  then  a  slave  in  the  family, 
watched  over  the  delicate  boy  with  great  pride  and  true  devo- 
tion. She  loved  to  tell  strangers  that  William,  unlike  most  little 
boys  of  the  village,  instead  of  running  away  from  school  to  go 
home,  would  frequently  run  away  from  home  to  go  to  school. 

"  Chloe  "  afterwards  married  another  family  servant  (William 
Coe)  and  was  later  made  free,  both  continuing  to  serve  the  family 
until  overtaken  by  the  infirmities  of  age ;  when  they  were  pro- 
vided with  a  comfortable  little  home  of  their  own  and  cared 
for  by  the  descendants  of  those  they  had  served  so  faithfully. 
"Aunt  Chloe"  died  some  years  ago,  but  "Bill"  or  "Old 
Judge"  as  h.e  vras  familiaily  called  by  the  villagers,  either 
because  of  his  old  master's  title  of  Judge,  or  his  own  venerable 
and  dignified  appearance,  I  know  not  which,  died  a  little  over 
two  months  since  at  the  age  of  lOl.  From  the  account  of  his 
funeral,  v.-hich  appeared  afterwards  in  one  of  the  New  York 
papers,  he  st-ems  to  have  been  buried  with  all  the  maiks  of 
respect  usually  shown  to  a  patriarch  or  to  a  higldy  esteemed 
citizen. 
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Judge  Seward  early  decided  to  give  Lis  son  'William  an 
education  supei'ior  to  that  of  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
or  in  other  words  prepare  him  for  a  professional  life.  He  was 
undoubtedly  led  to  this  conclusion  by  reason  of  the  delicate 
constitution  and  docile  disposition  of  the  boy,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  his  studious  habits. 

Of  his  fondness  for  school  in  his  very  young  daj's,  Mr.  Seward 
said :  "  I  remember  only  one  short  period  when  the  school-room 
and  class  emulation  were  not  quite  so  attractive  to  me  as  the 
hours  of  recess  and  recreation." 

Again,  describing  the  old  village  school-house,  as  he  remem- 
bered it  at  the  age  of  fjve,  he  says:  "  It  stood  upon  a  rock,  over 
which  hung  a  precipitous  wooded  cliff.  It  was  one  and  a  half 
stories  high,  built  half  of  stone  and  half  wood. 

"  It  had  a  low  dark  attic,  which  was  reached  by  a  ladder ; 
they  did  say  at  the  time,  that  a  whole  family  of  witches  dwelt 
in  that  wooded  clifl;  above  the  school-house,  by  day,  and  that 
they  came  down  from  their  favorite  haunt  and  took  up  their 
lodging  by  night  in  the  little  attic. 

"  One  day  while  there,  all  at  once,  it  became  dark  ;  the  light 
from  the  windows  failing,  the  larger  scholars  were  formed  in  a 
circle  around  the  open  door,  to  recite  their  custornar}"  lessons. 
I  had  no  doubt  at  the  time  that  the  tyrannical  school-master  had 
l:ept  us  in  school  until  night,  and  I  expected  ever}'  moment  to 
see  the  atrial  inhabitants  of  the  hill  enter  the  school-house  and 
make  short  work  of  us  all  for  obstructing  them  in  their  way  to 
their  nocturnal  abode  in  the  garret. 

"  Crying  vociferously,  I  was  discharged  from  school,  and  ran 
for  my  life  homeward.  In  after  years  I  came  to  learn  tliat  1 
had  been  an  observer  of  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  wliioli 
occurred  in  the  year  1S06." 

Sixty-three  years  later  he  witnessed  a  similar  phenomenon 
under  the  GOth  parallel  of  latitude,  among  the  Indians  of 
Alaska. 
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When  at  Florida  a  few  weeks  since,  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  hunt  up  this  reputed  ancient  abode 
of  the  witches.  There  was  the  same  dark  wooded  chff  over- 
hanging the  great  flat  rock,  upon  which  the  little  school-house 
used  to  staud,  just  as  described  above  But  the  school-house 
of  those  good  old  days  was  gone,  it  had  given  place  to  a  more 
modern  structure  built  to  be  sure  upon  the  same  rock,  but  only 
one  story  high  without  the  least  sign  of  au  attic.  So  if  the 
witches  still  inhabit  the  cliff  by  day  and  come  down  for  a  night's 
revel  they  must  look  clsewiiere  for  their  garret,  for  none  will  be 
found  there  now. 

"While  at  the  little  village,  I  learned  why  the  bc^uitiful  valley 
■whicli  extends  part  way  from  Goshen  to  Florida,  stretching  off 
in  the  distance  to  Mount  Adam  and  Jfount  Eve,  wus  called  by 
the  curious  name  of  Wa-way-anda. 

It-  is  said  that  during  the  revolution,  when  some  of  the 
British  soldiers  made  their  way  into  this  part  of  the  state,  a 
company  stopped  to  rest  upon  one  of  the  many  adrupt  cliJis 
which  overhung  the  valley. 

While  there,  they  were  vi.-'ited  by  native  Indians  from  a 
neighboring  villiage  or  settlement,  among  whom  was  an  old 
chief  who  was  especially  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  could  .speak 
a  little  Kiigli.sh.  The  captain  asked  him  the  name  of  the  valle}- 
below,  and  the  Indian,  thinking  that  lie  inquired  "IIon^  far  his 
land  extended,"  mounted  a  rock  and  with  a  majestic  wave  of 
the  hand  towani  the  north,  f:iid  "  Wa-way-anda,''  nif-;uiing  to 
say  in  v. hat  lie  considei'ed  good  English,  tliat  thijir  land  LXiended 
'•  Way  over  yonder."'  His  auditors  however  took  his  .-aving 
literally,  and  so  entered  tlie  name  of  the  valley  in  iheli-  lleld 
notes  as  '•  V\';i-v,ay-anda." 

The  couniiy  sehiujis  (.f  the  time  were  Ijut  meagerly  sapjilied 
with  the  mure  mudern  appliances  for  the  bettor  a'.'iiiii--ition  of 
knowledge;  maps  and  atlases  were  rare,  and  not  often  found  in 
the  sehool-ro<jni.     The  text    books  most  eouuiionlv  in  use  were 
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Wclisti'r's  ppcUing-book,  iforee's  gcograpliy,  Dal'oll'.s  arithrno- 
tir-,  Murray's  grammar,  Tyliir's  history,  aiul  Flint's  survey- 
ing, and  usually  the  well  known  Westminster  calecliisin,  whieh 
evers'  child  was  exiwcted  to  leani  even  if  he  could  master 
nothing  else. 

An  old  friend  of  Mr.  Seward's  thus  described  one  of  the 
churches  of  that  day  : 

"  We  had  no  fire  in  the  church  in  the  winter,  and  we  wor- 
shiped God  and  shivered  over  the  Westminster  catechism  till 
the  congregation  came  to  the  conclusion  that  freezing  was  not  a 
means  of  grace,  and  two  large  stoves  were  brought  in." 

}.[i:  Seward's  mother  used  to  carry  a  little  foot  stove  to 
church  with  her;  T)ut  she  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  who 
indulged  in  such  a  luxury.  It  v.-as  not  unusual  at  the  time  for 
the  long  prn^-er  to  In^t  from  iifty  to  sixty  minutes,  and  woe  be 
to  the  urchin  wl;o  went  to  sleep  during  service,  as  the  sexton 
was  provided  with  a  long  stick  to  poke  up  such  offenders. 

At  the  age  of  nine,  A\'^illi;im  Ilenr}'  was  sent  to  the  Farmers' 
Hall  Academy,  at  Goshen,,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father  had  been 
educated,  which  institution  boasted  of  having  had  among  its 
pupils  at  an  early  day,  Aaron  Burr  and  Noah  Webster.  Here 
he  commenced  liis  study  of  Latin;  at  this  school  and  at  an 
academy  afterwai'd,-  established  at  Florida,  most  of  his  prepara- 
tion for  college  was  made.  AVhile  at  the  latter  scliool  he  began 
liis  studies  at  five  in  the  morning  and  did  net  finish  for  the  day 
ui.til  nine  at  night. 

Of  other  duties  performed  fi.ir  the  houseliold  at  the  same 
time,  he  said  :  "  It  v.'as  m^M^usiness  to  drive  the  cows  to  and 
from  distant  pastures,  to  chop  and  carry  in  the  fuel  for  the  par- 
li'r  fire,  to  tal-ce  tlie  grain  to  the  mill  and  ft.'tch  the  ihiur,  to  bring 
the  liuie  from  the  kiln,  and  do  tiie  errands  of  the  faimlv  gencr 
ally,  the  time  of  my  elder  brothel's  being  too  precious  to  pennit 
of  their  being  withdrawn  from  ilieir  labors  in  tlie  store  and  upon 
the  farm." 
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It  is  relate^!  of  him,  that  to  save  time,  he  carried  his  books  to 
and  from  the  pasture  and  studied  upon  the  way,  and  that  upon 
one  occasion,  when  about  twelve  years  old,  as  he  was  returning 
from  the  pasture  with  the  cows,  reading  as  he  walked,  a  party 
of  boys  (much  like  the  boys  of  the  present  day,  I  presume)  saw 
the  abstracted  young  herdsman,  and  immediately  attacked  him 
from  beliind  the  trees,  with  a  volley  of  small  sticks  and  stones. 
Resolved  not  to  be  thus  disturbed  in  his  reading  by  the?e 
mischievous  lads,  he  turned  his  back  toward  them  and  walked 
backwards  still  intent  upon  his  book.  While  thus  engaged  he 
diverged  from  the  path,  missing  the  little  bridge  whicirspanned 
an  intervening  creek,  fell  headlong  into  deep  water,  where  he 
undoubtedly  would  have  been  drowned,  had  he  not  been  fortu- 
nately rescued  by  one  of  liis  elder  brothers  who  happened  to  be 
within  call.  * 

His  father,  who  was  really  proud  of  so  studious  a  son,  although 
most  of  the  time  too  severe  a  disciplinarian  to  tell  him  so,  would 
occasionally  encourage  liim  by  saying  that  if  he  kept  on  as  he 
had  begun,  he  might  one  day  become  as  great  a  lawyer  as 
Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  of  the  neighboring  state  of  New  Jersev. 
Speaking  on  this  subject,  he  says:  "I  do  not  know  how  near 
I  came  to  losing  my  destined  preferment  by  failure  to  satisfy 
my  father's  expectations  of  my  progress.     He  once  placed  me 
upon  the  counter  of  the  store  and  directed  me  to  recite  a  poeti- 
cal address,  wliich  I  had  committed  to  memorj-,  before  an  audi- 
ence of  admiring  neighbors.     When  I  had  performed  the  task, 
amid  great  applause,  one  of  the  pereons  present  asked  me  which 
one  of  my  fathers  many  callings  I  should   adopt     I  had  not 
been   unobservant  of  the  deference  paid  to  the  magistrate.     I 
answered  therefore  innocently,  that  I  intended  to  be  a  justice  of 
the  peace.     When  the  store  was  cleared,  my  fathci-  to..-)k  me 
severely  to  task,  for  not  knowing  that  the  ofRce  of  magistrate 
was  to  be  obtained  through  the  favor  of  others  and  not  to  be 
ambitiously  usurped.     I  can  now  see  that  surrounding  influences 
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farl}'  determined  me  in  the  bent  toward  politics.  Addison's 
'  C:ito '  was  presented  in  one  of  ciir  school  exhibitions,  and 
although  I  was  too  young  to  take  part  in  tlie  re]->resentation  it  made 
mc  for  life  a  bitter  hater  of  militarj'  and  imperial  usurpation." 

The  children  of  those  days,  and  especially  those  in  the  rural 
district,  were  frequently  disturbed  and  alarmed  by  the  prevail- 
ing superstition,  a  feature  which  happily  intellectual  progress 
has  since  done  much  to  wipe  out     Speaking  of  this  he  said : 

"  The  fust  mental  anxiety  which  I  recall  was  manifestly  an 
efiect  of  the  fearful  presentation  of  death  and  its  consequences,  in 
the  sermons  and  exhortations  of  the  clergy  of  that  day.  I  re- 
member I  hurried  rapiidly  past  the  grave-3"ard,  the  monuments  of 
which  wore  usually  ornamented  with  skull  and  cross  bones,  and 
I  made  an  especially  wide  circuit  around  the  reputed  resting 
place  of  a  man  who 'had  taken  liis  own  life.  The  murky- 
theology  of  that  period  had  filled  the  ]iopular  mind  with  a  belief 
that  not  only  the  Evil  one  himself  but  hoards  of  spirits  he  had 
seduced  and  ruined,  were  lurking,  prowling  and  intruding  every- 
where into  human  affairs,  seeking  to  destroy  the  un.~u?picious, 
and  that  continually.  I  often  was  watchful  at  night  through 
fear  that  if  I  should  fall  asleep  I  should  awake  in  the  consum- 
ing flame  which  was  appointed  as  a  discipline  that  allows  no 
reformation. 

My  mother  unwittingly  cured  me  in  a  large  degree  of  these 
painful  imaginings.  I  overheard  her  earnestly  protesting  in 
debate  with  her  brthodo.x;  neighbors  that  she  could  not  believe, 
would  not  believe,  that  tliere  were  infants  in  hell  not  a  sjian  long. 
I  thought  that  I  was  but  little  longer  than  that  measurement  and 
I  supposed  my  mother  knew  whereof  she  affirmed  her  faiili." 

The  war  of  1S12  was  now  in  progress,  and  was  the  subject 
most  thought  of  and  discussed  in  every  circle.  Sev;ard,  like 
his  young  companions,  was  of  course  a  staunch  iladisonian. 

Among  some  of  the  disheartening  incidents  of  the  day  which 
created  no  little  excitement  was  the  blockade  of  Commodore 
Decatur,  then  spoken  of  as  the  "  Lion  of  the  American  Navy." 


oli  A    SKETCH    OF   THE    LIFE    OF 

In  1813  he  attempted  to  go  to  sea  with  his  fleet  tlirough  the 
eastern  end  of  Long  Island  sound.  Commodore  Hardly,  the 
British  commander,  who  had  been  captain  on  Nelson's  flag- 
ship at  Trafalgar,  chased  Decatur  into  New  London  with  a 
larger  force,  and  there  blockaded  him  for  more  than  a  3'ear. 
making  frequent  incursions  on  sluire  arid  keeping  the  local 
militia  in  a  constant  state  of  activity,  sorely  frigliiciiing  the 
good  people  of  that  locality. 

Among  the  doggerel  verses  which  were  used  t(j  keep  up  the 
courage  of  the  militia  and  peojile  at  the  time,  the  following 
were  the  most  common  : 

"  Brave  boys,  don't  be  afrr»id  or  skittish, 
But  go  and  learn  to  6j;ht  the  British." 

Also,  in  derision  of  the  red  unifornt  of  the  British  soldiers, 

*  '•  If  ynu'll  boil  a  lobster  in  a  stew, 

Ilc'Il  look  as  red  amigay  as  they  do." 

William  Henry  had  now  reaLjhed  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  after 
six  months  of  preparatory  study  at  the  Goshen  acndeiny,  in  the 
year  1S16,  he  was  ready  to  enter  college. 

Union  college  at  Schenectady,  tlien  presided  over  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott,  was  the  place  selected  The  acquaintance 
there  formed  by  the  3-oung  student,  with  that  learned  preceptor, 
ripened  into  a  life  long  friendship  and  intimacy  which  undoubt- 
edly had  its  marked  influence  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Dr.  Nott  was  born  at  Ashfoivl,  Conn.,  June  2i).  1773,  and 
died  at  ScLenectaily.  N.  Y.,  January  20,  li66. 

He  was  always  a  poj)ular  preacher,  a  man  of  sti'i^ng  intellect 
and  vigorous  action,  combining  genilent  ss  with  patience  and 
finnuess.  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  students,  bev'ause  of 
his  ajijireciation  of  llieir  individual  chai'actcri.-tics  and  interest 
iu  their  personal  welfare. 

Among  liis  many  rare  qualifications,  was  keen  insight  of 
character,  and  unusual  political  sagacit}'. 

He  made  eloquent  addresses  against  slaverv' and  intemperance 
as  early  as  1811,  and  was  always  an  advocate  of  civil  and  relig- 
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i'Mis  liliorty.  Among  his  ainu.scmenls  or  pastimes,  as  he  was 
WMiit  to  call  tliem,  was  study  and  experiment  of  the  laws  of 
piiysioal  science,  especially  those  of  lieat  and  ventilation. 

lie  invented  tlie  first  anthracite  or  hard  coal  burning  stove, 
wiiich  bore  his  name  and  was  so  extensively  used. 

At  the  semi-centennial  anniversaiy  of  his  incumbency  at 
I'nion  College,  in  1854,  at  least  six  hundred  of  his  former  stu- 
dents assembled  from  different  parts  of  the  countiy  to  greet 
hiuL  A  short  time  before  his  death  he  gave  to  the  college 
property  valued  at  $500,000. 

I'nion  College,  in  1816,  although  yet  in  its  infancy,  under 
til':-  vigorous  and  wise  management  of  Dr.  Nott,  was  considered 
•  mo  (if  the  most  lilieral  and  least  sectarian  of  the  colleges  of 
that  day. 

Ill  fact  it  receivei;!  its  name  "  Union  "  frojn  the  co;operation 
iif  sc\-eral  religious  dcnomi^iations,  among  which  were  Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians  and  Baptists,  and  not  from  the  union  of 
states  as  might  naturally  be  supposed. 

]"'stal>lished  Feb.  25th,  1705,  it  received  its  first  endowment 
from  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Albany,  contributing  $7,935,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one  citizens  of  Schenectady  contriV)iiting 
$3,425,  in  all  $11,360,  a  rather  insignificant  sum  when  compared 
with  the  great  endowment  of  New  York  state's  latest  university, 
established  by  the  munificence  of  the  Hon.  Ezra  B.  Cornell  at 
Ithaca. 

This  endowment  was  afterwanls  considerably  increased, 
through  the  efforts  of  Gen.  Phillip  Sohuylei-,  but  was  still  quite 
inadequate  for  tlie  needs  of  the  insiiluiion  v.'hen  l>r.  Nott  was 
elected  president  in  1804. 

Through  his  influence,  however,  a  bill  was  passed  in  the  state 
legislature  about  1805,  authorizing  the  raising  of  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  the  college,  by  lottery  scheme,  a  mode  common  and 
unquestioned  in  those  days,  althougli  now  fallen  into  disrepute 
and  unlawful     This  scheme  was  again  resorted  to  in  or  about 
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1814;  tlic  funds  then  secured  with  other  subscriptions  and 
endowments  had  reached  in  1822,  $331,612. 

The  college  under  Dr.  Nott  was  conducted  upon  the  parental 
system  rather  than  by  rigidly  conventional  rules. 

"While  a  good  disciplinarian,  the  doctor  always  believed  in 
giving  an  erring  student  another  chance,  provided  he  showed 
the  least  sign  of  repentance  or  regret  for  his  folly. 

To  this  kindly  element  in  the  great  preceptor's  character,  was 
undoubtedly  due  the  fact  that  many  a  young  man  was  encour- 
aged to  better  aims,  where  the  opposite  course  would  have 
resulted  very  diflerently  and  left  him  to  struggle  under  the  dis- 
grace of  college  expulsion. 

Young  Seward,  for  now  he  was  so  known,  was  at  this  time, 
under  sized,  pale,  and  delicate,  with  red  hair  and  sandy  com- 
plexion, his  appearance  being  that  of  a  boy  even  younger  than 
he  really  ^Yas.  His  examinations  however  showed  how  well  he 
Sad  prepared  himself  for  the  task  before  hinL 

Tt  was  found  that  he  was  fully  qualilied  to  enter  as  a  junior. 
It  was  however  decided  that  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  should 
enter  in  the  second  or  sophomore  class  in  order  that  he  might 
gain  longer  experience  from  college  life. 

His  trip  from  his  home  to  Schenectady  was  made  by  steam- 
boat on  the  Hudson  river  from  Newburg  to  Albanv,  and 
although  it  was  more  than  ten  years  since  the  first  steamboat  had 
commenced  to  ply  upon  the  Hudson,  this  was  the  first  one  he 
had  ever  seen.     Of  it  he  says  : 

"  "What  a  magnificent  palace  !  What  prodigy  of  power  I 
"What  hix;ury  of  entertainment!  What  dazzling  and  costiv 
light*!" 

Here  he  first  saw  Chancellor  Kent,  whom  he  described  at  the 
time  as  a  short,  thick  set,  cherry  checked  man,  not  at  all  like 
the  great  judge,  whom  his  fancy  had  pictured. 

"When  years  afterwards  the  great  chancellor  had  lost  his  ofiice 
and  its  dignity  he  told  Mr.  Seward  that  he  never  experienced 
any  disappointment  worth  grieving  over,  saying : 
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"A  gentleman  want^  only  a  clean  s'.iirt  and  a  shilling  every 
(lav,  and  T  have  never  been  without  them." 

Seward's  trip  to  Albany-  v,-as  full  of  interest  in  many  ways 
for  him,  among  which  lie  mentions  that  the  fare  was  only  eight 
dollars.     I  believe  the  fare  is  now  seventy-five  cents. 

Of  Albnnv,  as  it  aj^peared  to  him  tlie  first  time,  he  said  : 
"  Have  1  ever  seen  in  aflor  life  a  city  half  so  vast,  so  splendid  ? 
Not  Paris  !  Not  Constantinople!  inspirci  me  with  so  much  awe. 
And  then  the  figure  of  blind  justice  with  her  sv.'ord  and  scales, 
that  surmounted  the  little  red  stouc  capital.  What  patiiotic 
pride  it  inspired."  J- «  oi^C'Tc!)^'^ 

This  building  has  long  since  given  place  to  the  new  and 
magnificent  structure  which  now  crowns  Capitol  Hill,  the  most 
elaborate,  expensive  state  Jniilding  in  this  country.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  city  at,that  time  was  less  than  15.000. 

Arrived  at  Schenectady,  after  a  seventeen  mile  stage  journey 
from  All  ii}',  he  alighted  on  the  bank  of  the  Mohawk  river, 
which  at  t.  it  time  was  navigated  by  flat  boats,  used  for  freight- 
ing purposes,  neither  railway  nor  canal  being  then  in  existence. 

The  passengers  who  continued  on  to  Utica  hy  the  same  line 
might  well  quote  Campbell's  verses, 

"  From  break  of  day  to  set  of  sun 
I  see  the  mighty  Mohav.k  run." 

After  breakfast  at  Givens's  Hotel,  a  public  house  still  main- 
tained and  now  in  full  view  of  the  passing  trains  of  the  New 
Yoi'k  Contnd  rail  n;>a'l,  lie  repaired  tr>  the  college  where  a  new 
life  as  it  were,  commenced  to  open  for  the  country  school-boy. 
One  of  his  bii.igrajihers  thus  refers  to  his  ci^llege  life  : 

•'Tne  college  career  of  young  Seward  as  related  by  his  con- 
temporaries, gave  brilliant  indication  of  the  rare  qualities  for 
which  he  has  long  since  become  distinguished. 

The  traits  of  the  future  legislator  ami  statesman,  were  fore- 
shadowed in  the  character  of  the  modest  youth  during  his 
period  of    academic  retirement;    even  then  he  displayed   the 
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manly  originality  of  conception,  the  sturdy  independence  of 
purpose,  the  firm  adherence  to  his  convictions  of  right,  the 
intrepid  assertion  of  high  moral  principles,  the  careful  examina- 
tion of  a  cause  before  appearing  in  its  defence,  the  sympathy 
T\ith  tlie  weak  and  oppressed,  and  intellectual  vigilance  and 
assiduity  in  the  pursuit  of  the  truth,  which  have  formed  such  a 
conspicuous  and  admirable  feature  in  his  public  career." 

While  at  Schenectady  his  favorite  studies  were  moral  philos- 
ophy, rhetoric  and  the  ancient  classics,  but  he  seems  to  have 
devoted  himself  with  equal  energy  to  the  several  other  branches 
which  were  taught  in  the  college  at  the  time. 

Like  other  boys,  he  had  many  trials  and  curious  experiences 
ateoUege,  one  of  the  first  being  the  ridicule  which  his  awkward 
carriage  and  home-spun  sheep's  gray  clotliing  evoked  from  his 
fellow  Etuderts. 

lie  also  fo  nd  that  his  composition  was  confused  and  unsat- 
isfijctory,  ha\  ug  had  but  little  practice  in  that  direction,  also  that 
his  elocution  was  poor,  and  that  a  measured  drawl  in  his  delivery 
excited  laughter  and  unfavorable  comment  Diligent  applica- 
catiou,  however  overcame  these  defects,  and  as  others  were  from 
time  to  time  discovered,  he  set  hiinself  resolutely  at  work  to 
correct  them.  Among  other  college  incidents,  Mr.  Seward  used 
frequently  to  relate  how  he  first  made  the  personal  acquaintance 
of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Nott  under  peculiar  circumstances. 

His  tutor  in  Homer  had  so  rotated  the  lessons,  that  each 
individual  in  the  class  knew  jjretty  well  when  and  what  he 
\vould  be  called  upon  to  recite.  Most  of  the  class  took  advan- 
tage of  this,  and  pre])ared  only  for  what  was  expected. 

The  tutor  finally  discovered  this,  and  without  any  notice  to 
the  class  of  a  change  in  previous  mode  of  procedure,  called 
upon  the  man  the  next  to  Seward  to  recite  an  unexpected  part 
of  the  lesson.  Ue  aj)plied  to  Seward  to  help  him  out  of  tlic 
emergency,  and  was  advised  to  answer,  "  not  prepared  ''  but  the 
student  made  the  attempt  and  failed  ignominiously.      Others 
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were  similarly  called  and  each  by  agreement  responded  "  not 
jirepari'd." 

Seward  came  next  and  as  he  knc.v  the  whole  lesson  perfectly 
he  could  not  saj  with^  truthfulness  "not  prepared  "  as  his  class- 
mates had  done ;  so  he  answered  histead  "  1  decline  to  recite 
toda}'."  This  was  taken  by  the  tutor  as  an  act  of  insuboKlina- 
tion,  for  which  he  was  asked  to  apologize  ;  he  declined  to  do  so. 
On  the  following  day,  although  he  attended  with  his  class 
his  name  was  not  called  and  the  next  day  he  had  tlie  same 
experience.  This,  without  further  explanation,  he  took  to  mean 
that  be  was  dropped  from  the  class,  and  he  left  the  college  tak- 
ing up  his  quarters  in  the  town.  After  two  weeks  Dr.  Nott 
sent  for  him  to  come. to  his  study,  asking  why  he  was  absent 

Seward  told  him  the  facts  truthfully  as  they  occurred. 

"  AYhy  then  did  you  not  come  back  my  son  ?"  ''  Because  the 
tutor  requires*,  e  to  ajoologize." 

''Then  why  u'l  you  not  apologize?"  "Because  the  tutor 
did  me  the  first  wrong  and  ought  to  apologize  first' 

"  If  tlie  tutor  should  apologize  to  you,  would  you  apologize 
to  hira  ?"  "  Oh  yes,  I  am  quite  convinced  that  I  was  wrong, 
but  he  was  wong  before  me." 

"  Well  then,  my  son,  suppose  I  should  apologize  for  him, 
would  you  apologize  to  me  for  his  benefit?"     "  Certainl}-." 

"  Well  then,"  said  Dr.  ISTott  gravely,  "  I  do  say  that  I  think 
the  tutor  would  have  acted  more  wisely  in  telling  the  class  that 
Le  had  discovered  the  erroneous  piTietice  into  which  it  had 
fallen,  and  appealed  to  them  as  gentlemen  to  correct  it" 

'^Well  then,"  said  Seward,  "I  confess  that  it  would  have 
been  better  and  moi'e  becoming  in  me,  to  recite  my  lesson  with 
an  explanation  of  my  sense  of  the  grievance  of  the  class." 

'■■iiow  my  son,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "Go  to  youi-room,  resume 
your  studies,  aTid  reflect  upon  this  incident,  whenever  \'ou  are 
tempted  to  stand  upon  the  punctilio  of  anyone." 

In  his  junior  year,  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  society  which  then 
had  chapters  at  Harvard,  Yale  and  Dartmouth  determined  to 


38  A   SKETCH    OF   THE   LIFE   OF 

establish  a  chapter  at  Union  also,  and  that  its  membership  should 
be  conferred  on  those  of  the  junior  class  who  excelled  in 
scholarship. 

Of  this  he  saj's,  "  Ought  I  not  to  be  ambitious  to  have  rnj- 
name  enrolled  in  a'society  of  which  DeWitt  Clinton,  Chancellor 
Kent  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott  were  members  ;  would  it  not  be  a 
disgrace  to  be  left  out  ?  So  I  determined  to  make  the  trial,"  which 
he  did,  and  was  successful.  His  badge  of  this  society,  a  flat  gold 
ke}',  is  still  among  the  family  relics. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  in  the  year  1S19  he  made  his  first 
political  speech  in  behalf  of  the  Eepublican  students  of  Union 
College,  welcoming  to  Schenectady,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  then 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  at  the  time  candidate 
for  the  governoi-sliip  of  the  state  of  jSTew  York 

The  speech  was  prepared  with  great  pains,  but  seems  to  have 
been  of  little 'avail  as  DeWi*-'  Clinton  was  re-elected  governor 
instead  ^of  Tompkins. 

One  of  lAie  newspapers  of  that  day  .said  of  Seward's  maiden 
political  effort :  "  His  speech  was  so  much  above  the  common 
run  of  political  harangues  as  to  excite  general  interest,  and 
Tompkins'  friends  will  remember  the  fervent  kindness  with 
which  he  spoke  of  the  eloquent  and  generous  efloi-t  of  his  youth-  | 

ful  champion."  | 

During  the  first  term  of  his  senior  year  in  ISIS,  an  episode  f 

occuiTcd  in  his  life  which,  aside  from  any  otlier   of   its  aspects,  i 

perhnps  had  a  material  cllect  in  esta'olivhiiig  hi.-^  strong  auti-slav-  s 

ery  v;ews.  ] 

A    financial    misuuderstandinii    with    his  father,  who   flatly  1 

refu.-cd  to  pay  his  tailor  bill  and   some   other  small   expenses  ] 

whicli  young  Sewaid    had    deemeJ    it   absolutely  necessarv  to  \ 

incur    to  maintain    his    apjiearance  of   respectability  anion?  his  I 

cla.ss-mates,  brought  on  a  crisi.^.  I 

The  whole  amount  involved  was  not  large,  in  fact  less  than  I 

one  hundred  dollars,  but  his  father  was  not  to  be  persuaded  to  | 

liciuidate  the  bill,  saying   that   home-spun   clothes   were   good  | 
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enoi7gh  at  home  and  therefore  ought  to  be  at  Union  College,  and 
:'_s  fur  society  dues  which  made  up  the  balancf^of  the  debt,  he 
did  not  propose  to  encourage  them  and  therefort.  would  not  pay. 

Smarting  under  the  disgrace  of  debts  which  he  had  no  means 
V)  liquidate,  youjig  Soward  decided  at  once  upon  independence 
:thd  an  effort  to  earn  his  own  living. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1819,  he  left  the  "college  secretly  in 
company  with  a  class-mate,  who  was  going  to  Georgia  to  take 
charge  of  an  academy.  Passing  through  Newburgh  with  great 
care  to  avoid  recognition  from  his  own  or  his  father's  friends, 
he  went  to  iSTew  York  and  immediately  embarked  upon  the 
schooner  for  Savannah.  The  schooner  was  7iot  to  sail  for  two 
or  tliree  days,  and  although  he  was  naturally  desirous  to  see 
some  of  the  sights  of  the  great  city  which  were  wholly  new  to 
him,  he  deemed  it  more  Drudcnt  to  avoid  possible  recognition, 
by  remaining  on  boa'- '  in  the  cabin  until  the  vessel  sailed.  He 
arrived  at  Savaynah  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  and  went 
thence  by  stage  to  Augusta,  the  destination  of  his  companion. 

Seward  now  found  that  he  had  but  nine  shillings  and  six 
pence,  left^  In  the  meantime  he  had  learned  of  a  new  academy 
aboiu  being  established  in  Putnam  county,  Gra.,  which  was  in 
want  of  a  principal.  He  immediately  determined  to  apply  for 
the  place,  and  traveled  thirty  miles  on  foot  to  reach  his  destin- 
ation. 

His  application  after  due  consiileration  and  examination  as  to 
Lis  qualilications,  was  successful  and  he  was  appointed  principal 
of  the  new  academy,  soon  to  be  opened,  at  a  salary  of  .sSOO, 
out  of  which  he  was  to  jiay  $100  for  board.  Here  was  his 
opportunity  to  earn  an  independent  living  and  pay  off  his  har- 
assing debt,  and  lie  joyfully  closed  an  engagement  with  the 
trustees  for  one  year. 

His  father  had  now  learned  his  address  and  wrote  urging  him 
to  return  to  college,  offering  to  pay  his  fare  back  but  making 
lio  proposition  to  liquidate  his  debts. 
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Sewaj'cl  replied  in  a  respectful  letter  declining  tlie  proposition, 
and  at  the  same  time  forwarded  a  local  nev.-spaper  containing  a 
flattering  account  of  the  new  school  and  its  principal.  This 
brought  back  an  indigni  ^  letter  to  the  president  of  the  acad- 
emy saving  that  their  principal  was  a  minor  and  that  he  should 
prosecute  him  and  the  trustees  if  they  continued  to  harbor  his 
truant  son,  and  demanded  his  immediate  discharge  from  the 
situation.  The  letter  was  quietly  and  kindly  shown  to  young 
Seward  who  at  once  explained  the  situation  frankly  to  the 
president,  who  thereupon  decided  to  take  no  notice  whatsoever 
of  the  letter  or- threat  of  the  elder  Seward. 

The  academy  was  opened  and  successfully  conducted  foj'  six 
months.  Continued  appeals  from  his  family  and  especially 
from  his  motlier  for  his  return,  tinally  induced  him  to  recon- 
sider hLs  dcteraiination  to  remain. 

Discussing-  the  '  latter  with  the  trustee  and  his  kind  friend 
the  president,  he  jroposed  to  bring  from  Union  College  a  suc- 
cessor, who  if  found  in  ever\'  way  satisfactory  should  take  his 
place.  Tliis  was  agreed  to,  and  in  due  time  a  ]\[r.  Woodruff 
arrived,  was  accepted  and  installed.  Seward  being  thus  honor- 
ably relieved  started  homeward  in  the  summer  of  1819. 

While  in  the  south  lie  had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  view  in 
its  different  aspects  the  system  of  African  slavery,  and  at  once 
became  firmly  convinced  of  its  injustice,  an  impression  which 
grew  deeper  and  stronger  in  his  mind  from  that  time  forward. 

One  of  his  adventures  while  traveling  in  tlie  interior  of 
Georgia  hiis  been  thus  relalt.'d  : 

"One  day,  approaching  a  rapid  stream,  spanned  by  a  dilapi 
dated  bridge  that  w.as  almost  impassable,  he  forded  the  river 
with  no  little  ilillicalty  and  met  on  the  oj'posite  side  a  negro 
woman  with  an  old,  blind  and  worn  out  Iilmsc  beariug  a  bag  of 
corn  to  mill.  The  poor  slave  was  in  tears  and  manifested  great 
distress  of  mind,  was  afraid  to  venture  on  the  bridge  and  the 
stream  seemed  too  rapid  and  violent  for  the  strength  of  her 
hoi-se.     She  was  reluctant  to  return  to  her  master  without  ful- 
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fiUin;^  her  errand,  being  fearful  of  punishment.  The  lieart  of 
tlie  young  northerner  was  moved. 

lie  went  to  her  assistance  and  attempted  to  lead  the  horse 
:u.Ti>ss  tlie  bridge,  but  le  wretched  beast  was  not  equal  to  the 
ellort,  he  made  a  false  step,  falling  through,  became  wedged 
among  the  plank  and  timber.  Seward  tried  in  vain  to  extricate 
liiin,  but  despairing  of  success,  he  mounted  his  own  horse,  rode 
to  the  master's  residence,  informed  him  of  the  accident,  and 
attempted  to  excuse  the  slave.  In  return  for  his  kindness  he 
was  met  with  a  volley  of  imprecations  on  himself,  the  slave,  the 
horse,  the  bridge  and  all  parties  and  things  concerned."' 

nis  disgust  at  this  adventure  taught  him  a  le.=^son  of  wisdom 
wliich  he  never  forgot. 

On  his  return  home,  it  was  thoup;ht  be?t  that  he  should  go 
back  to  Union  College  and  juin  tlie  senior  class  of  that  year  at 
the  same  stage  at'which  '.le  left  his  own  class  the  year  previous. 
He  had  already  found  Jiat  his  father  was  still  as  obdurate  and 
unrelenting  abgut  the  payment  of  his  college  bills  as  before,  so 
he  looked  about  to  see  how  he  could  best  occupy  the  interven- 
ing six  months  before  joining  his  class,  and  at  the  same  time 
earn  a  little  nioney. 

He  entered  an  attorney's  office  at  Go.shen  and  studied  dili- 
gently the  elementary  books  of  law. 

He  now  began  the  process  of  liquidating  his  old  debts  by 
earning  fees  as  an  advocate  in  justice's  court,  and  applying  the 
money  received  to  that  pui-pose. 

He  returned  to  college  in  1S20,  and  entered  the  senior  cla.ss 
with  all  the  enthusiastic  eneigy  he  had  disphiyed  before  leaving 
the  year  previou.s. 

His  complete  success  under  the  embarrassing  circumstances 
which  surrounded  his  return  and  re-admission,  showed  conclu- 
sively his  force  of  character,  his  ability  to  triumph  over  adverse 
circumstances  and  to  be  able  to  regain  and  hold  his  influence 
among  his  associates.  During  this  part  of  his  senior  year,  there 
happened  at  Union  a  political  division  among  the  members  of 
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the  Philomathcan  society  which  resulted  in  the  withdrawal 
from  it,  of  some  thirty  of  the  southern  students,  and  an  attempt 
on  their  part  to  form  another  society. 

Party  strife  ran  ii)gli  and  their  rigiit  of  secession  became  the 
issue  which  was  put  upon  trial. 

Seward,  from  his  acicnowledged  fairness,  was  chosen  umpire. 
After  hearing  both  sides  patiently,  he  decided  against  the 
seceders.  The  union  of  the  old  society  (to  which  he  did  not 
belong)  was  maintained,  but  the  discontent  of  tlie  defeated 
southerners  was  not  appeased,  and  they  sought  revenge  upon 
him  by  fomenting  a  strong  opposition  against  him  in  his  own 
society,  the  Adelphic.     Of  thi.s  he  says  : 

"  The\'  caused  me  to  be  indicted  and  arraigned  for  some 
offense  against  the  institution,  tlie  nature  of  whioii  I  do  not 
remember,  but  the  punishment  for  which  was  expulsion. 

The  college  h-onors,  whatever  they  might  be,  lay  beyond  that 
preliminary  tria'  ,  I  apjiearcd  and  met  the  charges  with  sucli 
proofs  as  I  co'  .d  couimand,  I  spoke  alone  in  seif-defencc,  and 
when  I  dosed,  asserted  that  I  did  not  know  tl:e  opinion  of  any 
meniber,  that  even  if  tlie  deci.-^ion  was  one  of  expulsion,  I 
should  never  ini:[aire  how  any  member  cast  his  vote,  and  tliat  I 
disdained  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  suuiming  up  of  my 
accusers,  as  well  as  tlie  debate  preliminary  to  the  llnal  vote. 
With  this  speech  I  left  the  chamber. 

An  hour  or  tv,-o  afterwards  there  was  a  rush  of  generous 
young  men  into  the  :uite-cliambcr,  where  I  sat  waiting,  who 
infornu  '1  me  tiiat  I  liad  been  ti'iumpliantly  aeijiiiLtcd.' 

Seward,  as  a  member  of  the  Adelphic  sceiety,  was  ut  all 
time^  ardent  and  zealous  of  its  sujiport.  In  IS'JO,  his  closing 
year,  the  commencement  orators  were  to  be  a]>pointed  from  this 
society. 

Tiicse  appointments  were  looked  upon  at  the  time,  as  one  of 
the  highest  college  honors.  After  an  earntst  canvass,  main- 
tained for  several  weeks,  Seward  by  reason  of  his  acknowledged 
eloquence  and  scholai-sliip  was  one  of  those  selected. 
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Tlie  subject  of  his  oration  was,  "  The  Integrity  of  the 
Atiierican  Union."  It  was  spoken  of  as  a  chaste  manly  address 
witli  vigorous  patriotic  feeling,  which  called  forth  much  com- 
mendation in  the  t  ''ege  and  in  the  newspapers. 

In  July  1S20,  Seward  graduated  among  the  most  distln- 
'I'ui.-dicd  scholars  in  his  class  and  shared  his  academic  honors 
with  .'■everal,  wlio  afterwards  arose  to  eminence  in  literarj'  and 
other  walk's  of  life.  TUa  relations  between  him  and  the  Eev. 
Dr.  Nott,  as  before  mentioned,  had  during  his  academic  coarse 
beconie  very  cordial  and  soon  thereafter  grew  into  an  aflection- 
ateconlidence,  which  led  Seward  to  consult  his  friend  frequently 
in  after  life  upon  matters  of  public  or  political  intei'cst.  lie 
was  wont  to  say,  '"If  Dr.  Nott  approves,  I  feel  absolutely  con- 
firmed that  the  measure  is  right." 

Seward  always  remembered  his  early  college  attachments  and 
seldom  if  ever,  forgot  a  friend  of  his  youth.  His  fidelity  to 
a.ssoeiates  was  sine  e  and  lasting;  a  friendship  ouce  formed 
was  never  afterv.-:  .ds  broken  by  him. 

Immediately  after  bis  graduation  he  returned  to  the  little  law 
office  of  John  Duer  in  Goshen,  where  he  remained  about  a 
year. 

lie  then  entered  the  oflice  of  John  Anthon,  in  Beekman 
street,  ISew  York.  While  there  he  devoted  himself  especially 
to  works  on  practice,  one  of  which  Mr.  Anthon  had  just 
written. 

He  critered  a  sx'ieiT,-  of  young  hnvyers  called  the  "Forurn  " 
wIrtc  cases  were  tried  in  rooi.'k  court,  thus  gaining  e;vporience 
v.liich  he  soon  found  useful  in  real  practice.  Here  he  had 
i-\  ideiii.-e  a.s  he  had  hail  before  at  Union  College  tliat  his  elocu- 
1;"U  was  defective,  due  perliaps  in  ]>r,rt,  to  catarrhal  trouble, 
and  in  part  to  embarrassment.  But  whatever  the  cause,  he 
.'•aw  that  it  must  be  overcome  and  worked  diligently  to  accom- 
plish that  end,  an  effort  in  which,  he  in  the  main  succeeded. 
He  thus  told  of  this  embarrassment:  "When  I  delivered  ray 
addresses  in  the  public  meetings  of  the  'Forum  '  I  found  that 
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! 

applause  accorded  to  my  associates,  was  denied  to  me  ;  this  was  I 

discouraging,  and  made  me  even  doubt  my  ability  as  a  writer.  | 

A  fellow  law  student,  who  afterwards  attained  great  distiuc-  I 

tion  r^  a  divine,  always  carried  away  the  audience  by  his  dec-  i 

lamaiio-s  in  the  debates.     lie  assured  me  tliat  my  essays  which  | 

fell  upon  the  audience  with  much  leps  effect,  were  superior  in  j 

merit   to  his  own  and  generously  offered  me  a  chance  for  a  j 

trial.     He  wrpte  and  gave  me  the  best  essay  he  could  produce,  | 

and  1,  in  exchange  gave  him  one  of  mine.     I  pronounced  his  | 

speech  as  well  as  I  could,  but  it  did  not  take  at  all.     He  fol-  ! 

lovred  with  my  speech  and  I  think  Broadway  overheard  the  j 

clamorous  applause  v,'hich  arose  on  that  occasion  in    Washing-  \ 

ton  hall.''  I 

While  here  he  retained  the  habit  of  earlv  rising  and  faitljful  1 

.  3 

apjilication  to  study,  which  he  had  practiced  during  his  college  j 

life;  he4.hereby  completely   mastered   every  elementary  work  i 

put  into  his  hands  making  a  written  analysis  of  each.  ^ 

In  the  sp'  iig  of  1822  he  returned  to  Goshen  and  entered  ^ 

into  a  limi*  d   partnership  with   Ogdeo    Hoffman,  then    an  elo-  i 

quent  iidvoeat&     Though  not  yet   admitted   he  could   practice  1 

in  the  justice's  court,  and  make  himself  generally  useful  in  the  ] 

office.       This  partnership   continued    for  six  months,  and  the  ^ 

money   received  therefrom    was  applied   to   liquidate    in    part,  I 

small   college   debts,   and  in   part  to  maintain  liis   position    in  I 

societ}'.  I 

During  this  time  he  attempted  to  aijnnii\-  some  of  the  more  i 

pulilc   aecomplishnienis.       A    music   teacher    was   engaged    to  ] 

instruct  him  in  singing,  but  gave  up  in  despair  after  the  second  ; 

lesson.     The   dancing-master    was   but   little   more  successful,  i 

informing  him  that  he  was  too  awkward  to  execute  even  the 
preliminary  position. 

The  French  teaclier  had  better  succes  and  found  him  an  apt 
scholar,  but  after  going  through  the  first  two  chapters  of  Sl 
John's  gospel,  Seward  found  that  it  withdrew  from  him  too 
much  of  the  time  that  was  required  for  the  study  of  "  Coke  oa 
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Lvltlelon,"'  and  "Lilly's  Entries,"  and  therefore  postponed  this 
accomplishment  to  a  later  day. 

In  October,  1822,  having  fitted  himself  for  admission  to  the 
l);i.  •>  closed  the  partnership  of  Hoffmau  &  Seward,  receiving 
as  the  balance  due  him  from  the  firm  sixty  dollars. 
_.  llis  fatlier  now  furnished  him  means  to  visit  Utic.i  for  the 
purpose  of  examination  in  the  Supreme  Court  The  sixty  dol- 
lars he  retained  to  enable  him  to  explore  the  western  part  of 
the  slate,  later  with" a  view  of  locating  there. 

lie  passed  his  legal  examination  at  Utica  without  difficulty, 
nicntioning  which,  he- said,  "Chief  Justice  Spencer  won  me  to 
grateful  and  confiding  .friendship  by  the  affectionate  kindness 
with  whicli  he  delivered  to  me  the  diploma  for  which  I  had 
labored  so  bard. 

The  immediate  incentive  of  his  desire  to  explore  western 
New  York  may  be  perhaps  explained  b}-  the  fact  that  during 
the  previous  year  his  younger  sister,  then  a  pupil  at  Miss 
Willard's  seminar}^  in  Troy,  had  brought  home  with  her  for  a 
visit,  a  voung  clr  smate  by  the  name  of  Frances  Adeline  ]\[iller 
of  Auburn,  N.  ./.,  lor  whom  he  seems  to  have  formed  a  decided 
jiartiality. 

At  Uliea  he  took  a  packet  boat  on  the  Erie  canal  for  a  jour- 
iiev  of  eighty  'miles  to  Weci.ksport,  the  landing  place  for 
Aul.'urn.  While  at  xVub^'.rn  he  was  mo.>t  hosjiitably  received 
by  Judge  Elijah  Miller,  and  soon  after  oft'ered  a  partnership  in 
his  office,  which  he  accepted. 

Another  partnersliiii  v:hich  seeemd  more  advantageous  was 
;iiso  tendered  to  him  about  tliis  lime,  but  declined  because  it 
invohed  his  running  into  debt  for  a  law  library.  Of  this  he 
viote : 

"  1  returned  home  to  announce  to  my  friends  and  parents  that 
I  had  made  that  engiigenient,  and  on  Uecember  2(Uh,  1S22 
ri-eeiving  fifty  dollars  from  my  fatlier,  with  the  assurance  of  his 
constant  expectation  that  I  should  come  back  all  too  soon,  I 
took  leave  of  my  native  home  and  arrived  at  Auburn  by  stage- 
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coach,  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  on  Christmas 
morning. 

His  partnership  with  Judge  Miller  began  January  1st,  1823, 
and  in  it  the  judge  generously  stipulated  that  if  Seward's  share 
of  the  earnings  fell  short  of  $500  during  the  first  vear,  he,  the 
judge,  would  make  that  amount  good  to  him.  Much  to  the 
gratiiication  of  both,  however,  his  share  exceeded  that  amount 

It  was  the  custom  of  that  time  kw  the  j'ouuger  members  of 
the  bar  to  employ  their  elder  brethren  to  try  their  cases  in 
court,  and  it  was  said  of  Mr.  Seward  that  lie  shocked  the  bar, 
almo.st  from'  his  first  advent,  by  trying  all  of  his  own  cases, 
where  the  rules  of  the  courts  permitted. 

This  course  seems  to  have  cost  him  a  great  eUort,  for  he 
used  afterward  to  say,  "  Scarce  'anyone  would  believe  me  if  I 
had  told  them  that  when  I  came  to  the  responsibilities  of  a 
trial,  or  of  an  argument,  I  would  have  paid  a  larger  sum  to 
be  relievfJ  from  them  than  the  fees  which  I  had  before  received 
or  stipulated  'or."  During  ifr.  Seward's  first  year  in  Auburn, 
he  boarded  with  a  widow  by  tlie  name  of  Mrs.  Brittan  and 
lodged  m  ilie  back  room,  which  during  the  day  served  him  as 
a  counsel  chamber. 

He  soon  acquired  the  warm  esteem  and  confidence  of  Judge 
Miller,  ;vho  gradually  thereafter  resigtied  most  of  tlie  oftke 
business  to  him. 

The  second  year  after  his  settlement  in  Auburn,  when  it 
became  evident  that  ho  was  well  established  in  his  business,  he 
wrote  to  his  father  that  he  might  give  up  all  fear  of  his  return- 
ing home  to  be  a  charge  upon  him,  and  invited  both  his  parents 
to  visit  him  that  they  might  become  better  acquainted  with  his 
prosperity  and  future  prospects.  This  invitation  they  accepted, 
and  while  here  he  planned  and  carried  out  for  them  a  tri[i,  bv 
private  conveyance,  to  Niagara  Falls,  accompanied  by  Judt^e 
Miller's  family  and  Wilhelm  Mynders  of  Seneca  Falls. 

Near  Eochester,  then  smaller  than  Auburn,  they  visited  a 
suspension  bridge  which  spanned  the  Genesee  Eiver  just  below 
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the  falls.  This  was,  I  believe,  the  first  suspension  bnrlrre  in  our 
c"-  'itrj,  and  is  said  to  have  fallen  a  year  or  two  after,  of  its 
own  weight 

Returning  through  the  tovrn,  in  one  of  its  muddy  streets, 
their  eoach  suddenly  broke  down,  precipitating  them  into  the 
mud.     Of  the  rescue  he  said  : 

"  Among  the  crowd  which  quickly  assembled,  one  taller  and 
more  etfective,  while  more  deferential  and  sympathizing  than  the 
rest,  lent  the  party  his  assistance.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
my  acquaintance  with  Thurlow  Weed." 

On  the  twentieth' of  October,  182-i,  ho  was  married  in  St. 
Peter's  Church  at  Auburn,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sitgraves,  to  Fran- 
ces Adeline,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Elijah  [Miller.  He  was 
then  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  and  she  nineteen.  Judge  Miller 
pave  his  consent  to  their  marriage  only  upon  condition  that  his 
daughter  should  not  leave  home  while  he  survived.  Thus  Mr. 
Seward  became  on  inmate  of  Judge  Miller's  household,  and  the 
old  family  ro.-i-,.^.  '3,  still  standing  on  South  street,  continued  to 
be  his  home  v\'ith  occasional  intervals  of  absence,  for  the  ne.xt 
forty  eight  j-ears. 

The  occupants  of  the  old  home  at  that  time  were  Judge 
Elijah  Miller,  then  a  widower,  his  daughters,  Frances  Adeline 
and  Lazette  M.,  afterwards  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  Alva  Worden, 
Judge  Miller's  mother,  ^trs.  Pauline  Miller  and  Mr.  Seward. 
These,  as  v.cll  as  others  mentioned  in  this  paper,  have  since 
]i'is-ed  av.-av. 

'J'he  old  house,  however,  stands  today,  much  as  it  did  then, 
although  now  occupied  b\-  a  succeeding  generation. 

Here  then  Mr.  Seward  stands  upon  the  tljreshold  of  his  pub- 
Hi-  life,  and  here  v,"e  take  leave  of  him  tonight. 

As  v,-e  look  for  a  moment  through  the  nov>-  open  door  of  his 
li'.cn  future,  we  see  a  life  of  great  activity-  diversified  bv  many 
trials  and  many  triumphs,  but  through  all  the  vicissitudes,  one 
who  ever  sought  to  be  faithful  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
humanity. 
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BY  ELLIOT  G.  STORKE. 


HISTORY    OF    THE     PRESS    OF    CAYUGA 
COUNTY.  FROM    179,'-,  TO   1877. 


J/r.  Presideiii  and  OeniUvieyi  : 

Comph'iiig  with  your  rcfi'icst,  I  am  with  you  tonight  to 
preseut,  as  best  I  may,  "  The  History  of  the  Press  of  this 
County." 

But  it  is  uo  easy  task,  which  you  have  assigned  me, — for  I 
have  found  it  very  ditScult  to  collate  Ei-story,  which  is  a  record 
of  /acts,  from  the  vague  memories  of  individu;ils,  or  from  frag- 
mtntary  data,  widely  scattered,  and  dililcult  of  access. 

Tradition,  it  is  true,-  for  thousands  of  years,  was  the  main 
reliance  of  tlie  historian,  and  tlie  memory  the  chief  depository 
of  his  facts.  Yet  those  facts  were  transmitted  from  generation 
to  generation,  by  song  and  story,  and  other  rude  devices;  but 
so  imperfectly,  as  *-  '  .  unreliable — little  better  than  legend.^, 
or  fables. 

The  memory  of  <today,  in  the  absence  of  records,  has  not 
even  those  imperfect  aids — is  not  trained  to  the  retention  of 
facts,  which  rapidly  escape  it.  Many  intelligent  gentlemen, 
who,  in  former  years  were  interested  in  our  local  press,  now  find 
themselves  utterly  unable  to  recall  the  events  with  which  they 
were  connected,  with  sufficient  distinctness  for  our  purpose; 
a!!d,  as  many  records  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  or  are  other- 
wise lost  to  us,  there  are,  therefore,  many  blanks  left — all  difB- 
c'llt,  and  some  impossible  to  fill. 

I  have  sought  materials  for  this  paper  from  every  available 
-■^I'urce  ;  and  am  indebted  to  the  venerable  I'homas  M.  Skinner 
f'T  complete  files  of  the  Auhuni  Gazelle,  from  1816  to  1818, 
and  of  the  Cayuga  Repuhlkan,  from  1818  to  1833,  inclusive — 
seventeen  unbroken  years — not  a  paper,  nor  a  paragraph  miss- 
!!ig — arid  the  only  complete  files,  extending  over  many  years, 
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of  any  of  our  older  journals,  which  I  have  been  able  to  find. 
The?e  very  valuable  pnpers  have,  I  am  glad  to  kuow,  recentlv 
been  placed  in  your  collection  ;  also,  to  the  following  gentlemen 
for  valuable  notes  on  the.press  of  their  time,  or  for  files  of  their 
journals,  nciely :  Isaac  S.  Allen,  Oscar  F.  Knapp,  Wm.  J. 
Moses,  T.  B.  Isa.-ber,  Kendrick  Tail,  Fred.  W.  Prince,  A.  B. 
Hamblin,  J.  M.  Austin,  Jlichael  S.  !\Iyers,  Henry  A.  Hawes, 
and  to  various  gentlemen  in  Moravia,  "Weedsport,  Port  Byron, 
Union  Springs  and  Jleridian,  for  notes  upon  the  journals  printed 
in  their  respective  localities;  also  to  the  Histories  of  Auburn, 
by  Henry  Hall  and  E.  A.  Thomas,  and  to  the  Historical  and 
Statistical  Gazetteer  of  the  State,  by  J.  H.  French. 

The  Press  History  of  this  county  embraces  a  period  of 
seventy-nine  years — beginning  v,-ith  1798.  Since  then  there 
have  been  established  in  it  some  sixty  different  journals,  besides 
important  book-publishing  houses. 

Hence _ you ^vi  11  see  the  inherent  difliculties  of  the  subject, 
and  will,  f  '.ope,  excuse  any  errors  or  omissions  which  may 
have  been  made. 

Henc&,  also,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  the  noble  object  of  this 
Society — that  of  rescuing  from  oblivion,  while  it  was  possible, 
important  events  in  our  local  history— was  not,  in  this  case, 
undertaken  any  too  soon. 

Before  describing  the  several  Newspaper  and  Book -publish- 
ing establishments  of  the  county,  I  v.'oald  ask  j-our  brief  atten- 
tion to  some  general  considei:Uion,  suggested  by,  and  appro- 
priate to  our  subject,  namely  :  What  our  Press  Indicates ; 
Influence  of  our  Press;  The  Pre.-s  as  a  Mirror;  and  The  Press 
and  Earh'  Settlements. 

AVHAT    OUR   PRES.^   INDICATES. 

The  printing-press  of  this  country  is  a  fair  index  of  the 
tastes  and  the  intelligence  and,  also,  of  the  progress  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  no  other  age,  nor  in  any  other  country  have  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  press  been  so  generally  distributed  among  all  the 
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people  as  in  New  England,  and  among  their  descendants  in  the 
Central  and  Western  Staters.  The  axe  and  the  plow  of  the 
j-.joneer  were  qaiekly  followed  by  the  school  house  and  the 
church,  and  these  by  their  just  complement — the  Printing- 
Press.  To  read  and  to  have  something  to  read  were  Yankee 
birthri'^IUs,  which  have  descended  to  their  children  wherever 
found.  The  circulation  of  our  newspapers  and  magazines 
exceeds  that  of  similar  journals  in  the  four  great  nations  of 
Europe,  namely  :  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany  and  Italy, — 
a  fact  embodying  in  itstilf  a  most  expressive  commentary. 

Oar  printing  prr-s  not  only  indicates  the  culture — the  literary 
tastes  of  the  jie  pje^-but  also,  in  an  eminent  degree,  their 
mechanical  and  general  material  progress.  Had  we  before  ua 
here,  models  of  the  different  presses  which,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  used,  since  tiieir  first  iiitroduction  into  the  country, 
it  would  furnish  a  most  interesting  museum  of  mechanical  pro- 
gress. What  a  wide  contrast  between  the  rude  press  on  which 
Benjamin  Franklin  learned  and  practiced  his  art,  and  the  mar- 
velous perfection  of  the  press  of  today,  and,  hj  extending  the 
view,  we  should' £)bserve  an  equal  contrast  between  the  -means 
and  coiidiiion  of  our  people  then  and  now. 

Tiieu,  after  a  day  of  excessive  toil  by  two  strong  men, 
stripped  to  'their  work  as  in  athletic  games,  changing  hourly 
from  Balls  to  Lever,  and  from  Lever  to  Balls,  but  a  few  hun- 
dred small  sheets  could  be  printed,  and  manual  power  only  was 
employed. 

However,  the  little  which  the  press  could  produce,  mot  the 
demands  of  the  time— the  existing  v/ants  of  the  people.  ]5ut 
the  wonderfully'  complex,  delicately  adjusted,  yet  [lowcrful  and 
rapidly  operating  press  of  today,  flings  oil  in  a  single  hour,  its 
score  of  thousands  of  mammoth  sheets,  printed  on  both  sides, 
from  continuous  rolls  of  paper,  separated  into  its  {irojK-r  sheets, 
and  folded  and  directed  ready  for  the  mails — all  by  mechanism, 
working  automatically,  aided  only  by  the  slender  fingers  of 
delicate  trirls ! 
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There  is,  therefore,  more  of  fact  than  of  fancy  in  tlie  folloNV- 
ing  stanza : 

"  Thus  the  prolific  press,  whooe  tablet,  wrougfht 
By  graphic  j;eriius,  from  his  painted  thought. 
Flings  forth  by  millions,  the  prodigious  birth, 
And,  in  a  moment,  stocks  the  astonished  earth." 

But  seventy-iiiue  year.?  ago  it  was  not  so.  Steam  then  floate.l 
free  and  had  not  been  made  the  servant  of  man  ;  nor  had 
genius  yet  wrought  out  the  skillful  devices  since  employed, 
not  only  by  the  printer,  but  in  most  of  the  arts  of  life.  Had 
they  existed,  they  could  not  then  have  been  used.  The  demand 
for  ther  had  not  yet  arisen.  They  could  not  have  been  borne 
thro'  th  .  Crests,  hundreds  of  miles,  to  the  rude  homes  of  the 
pioneei.-,  nor  used  by  them.  Other  things  must  precede — the 
steam  engine,  the  railioad,  a  denser  population  and  greater 
wealth.  In  due  time  thej'  came,  and  necessities  as  the}'  arose, 
were  met  by  the  needed  appliances,  until  the  wonderfully  rapid 
productions  of  the  modern  press  were  rendered  not  only  possi- 
ble bat  profitable. 

INJ'IAiEXCE    OF    OUR   PP.ESS. 

Our  Press  not  only  indicates  the  literary  tastes  and  tlie 
mechanical  and  general  material  progress  of  our  people,  but  it  i.s 
also  largely  instrumental  in  forviing  and  gw'dii^g  public  ojv'nion 
— transcending  in  tiiat  respect,  the  influence  both  of  the  Pulpit 
and  the  Forum.  In  Great  Britain,  where  their  newspaper  cir- 
culation, relatively  to  population,  is  not  one-fourth  of  ours, 
their  press  is  styled  the  "Fourth  Estate  of  the  Eealm,'' — the 
other  tines  being  trie  !ords  spiritual,  the  lords  temporal  and  the 
commons.  So  rapid  has  been  the  growth  of  our  Pivss,  that 
instead  of  being,  as  is  the  press  of  Great  Britian,  the  "Fourth 
estate,''  it  is  really  the  firM — no  other  agency  in  the  countrv 
being  of  equal  influence  and  potency.  Please  notice  its  won- 
derful growth.  In  18-iO — the  year  in  which  many  of  us  voted 
for,  or  against  General    Harrison  for  tlie  Presidenc}'- — ^v,e  had 
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1,631  newspapers.  Now  we  have  over  7,000.  Then  their 
average  07in7fa^  circulation  was  195,000,000  copies.  Nov,' it.  is 
•jvcr  2,000,000,000,  ten  times  greater  than  in  1840  !  A7i  average 
annual  increuiK  in  circulation,  for  thirty-seven  years  of  nearly 
tliirly  per  cut  1  Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  size  of  the  sheets,  the 
quality  and  variety  of  matter,  in  the  style  of  letter-press  antl 
engi-avings,  the  change  has  been  greater  still.  This  explains 
the  source  of  the  all-pervadiiig  influence  of  our  press.  In 
France,  "  Legitimacy  "  so  dreads  the  influence  of  a  free  press, 
that  she  places  it  under  the  most  rigid  and  cruel  censorship. 
Even  here,  at  times  of  peril,  we  have  been  led  to  restrict  the 
free  utterance,  of  our  press.  Burke  remarked  in  one  of  his 
terse  sentences,  "  Read  a  newspaper  a  year  and  it  will  become 
your  master."  riiis,  long  ago,  was  said  of  the  British  press, 
and  addre.-sed  to  the  British  people.  It  has  with  us  even 
greater  force,  because  of  our  more  general  use  of  newspapers. 
With  ws,  the  press. is  the  great,  all-encompassing  band,  which 
binds  and  holds  together  the  various  organizations  of  the 
countr}',  of  whativej  name,  and  wields  over  the  membeis  of 
the  respective  organizations,  an  influence  and  a  power  which 
ma}'  well  be  called  "  maslerly."  Each  party  and  each  sect,  all 
associations  of  individuals,  have  their  "  advocates ''  and  "organs," 
to  which  they  become  very  closely  attached,  and  by  which  they 
are,  in  a  large  degree,  controlled. 

THE   PRESS    AS    A    MIRKOK. 

The  press  is  not  only  largely  instruuiental  in  forming  and 
guiding  public  opinion,  but  it  mirrors  forth,  day  by  day,  the 
very  elements  and  details  of  the  social,  business,  political  and 
religious  life  of  the  people  everywhere,  as  no  other  agency 
ever  has  done.  Its  two  great  adjuncts  are  the  telegraph  and 
])honography.  The  telegraph  masses  the  whole  civilized  world 
into  a  single  auditory,  and,  by  the  aid  of  phonog.  phy  and  the 
press,  daily  addresses  the  uvrld's  inhabitants /  Tiie  prominent 
events  of  the  five  grand  divisions  of  the  globe  are  thus  daily 
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kid  before  us,  the  news  outstripping  the  earth's  diurnal  motion, 
which  exceeds  one  thousand  rniles  per  hour  !  A  daily  recurring 
marvel ! 

Society  as  it  /••.-,  throughout  the  world,  by  the  aid  of  the 
omniprese'ht  correspondent,  is  thus  daily  transferred  to  the 
enduring  page,  which  will,  if  preserved,  be  referred  to  by 
succeeding  generations  with  more  and  more  interest  the  farther 
'they  advance  from  us.  That  consideration  should  induce  us  to 
carefully  collect,  and  securely  to  preserve,  not  only  our  own 
newspapers,  but,  at  least,  one  complete  file  of  a  leading  city 
journal. 

Greater  value  and  interest  would  be  given  to  such  collections, 
if,  at  stated  periods,  say  once  each  decade,  and  v.-hile  the  facts 
could  1^3  ascertained,  concise  papers  were  collated,  embodying 
a  brief  history  of  the  journals  and  books  published,  with 
incident!  of  the  press,  and  brief  notices  of  those  who  had  been 
promineni  y  connected  therewith. 

THE   PRESS   AND    EARLY' SETTLEMENTS. 

It  v.'ill  be  noticed  that  the  first  press  brought  into  this  country 
was  but  nine  years  after  the  first  settler  had  fixed  his  home 
here.  To  appreciate  the  full  significance  of  this  fact,  we  should 
reflect,  that  settlements  eighty-eight  years  ago,  when  the  first 
settler  came  into  the  country,  were  not,  and  could  not  be,  as 
rapidly  made  as  nov,-.  Settlers  then  could  not  dart  through 
the  country  at  fort}'  miles  per  hoar ;  but,  as  a  rule,  must  eithei- 
wend  their  way  on  foot,  through  dense  forests,  the  abodes  "of 
wild  beasts  and  of  wilder  men,"  hundreds  of  miles,  carrying 
their  food  in  knapsacks,  and  their  axes  upon  their  shoulders, 
or,  if  bringing  families,  by  the  ploding  aid  of  oxen,  often  cut- 
ting their  own  roads,  fording  streams  and  bridging  swamps. 

If  then,  in  the  face  of  such  difiiculties  ..  -^ufiicient  population 
in  nine  years  had  gathered  on  the  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake  to 
justify  the  publication  of  a  newspaper,  do  we  not  see  in  that 
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fact  ample  reason  why  the  descendants  of  such  ancestors  should 
love,  and  liberally  sustain,  as  we  know  they  do,  institutions  of 
learning? 

The  County  of  Cayuga  in  179S,  or  of  Onondaga,  as  it  was 
then  called,  co;nprised,  besides  its  present  territory,  the  counties 
of  Onondaga,  Seneca,  and  a  part  of  Tompkins.  The  county 
business,.of  this  large  region  was,  at  first,  transacted  in  barns 
and  private  houses,  in  vdiat  is  now  Onondaga  County;  then  for 
a  short  period  at  Levanna,  in  this  county,  and  for  several  years 
after  at  Aurorit  Hence,  and  because  of  the  fertility  of  the 
soil,  and  the  facility  of  transportation  afforded  by  the  lake, 
Levanna  and  Aurora  became  the  centers  around  which  the  first 
settlers  gathered,  and  in,  or  near  which,  the  first  newspapers 
were  started. 

i  OUR   NEWSPAPER    FKKSS. 

John  Dela.  o,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1798,  published  the  first 
number  of  th,  Levanna  Gazette  and  Onondaga  Advertiser,  at 
Levanna,  \)aQ  first  paper  published  in  the  State,  west  of  Whites- 
town,  with  the  exoeption  of  the  Ontaiio  Gazette,  published  the 
year  previous,  at  Genevh.  Perfect  bound  copies  of  the  latter 
paper,  from  1797,  had  been  kept  until  a  recent  date,  but,  being 
stored  in  a  wood'en  building,  adjoining  a  carpenter  shop  and 
sash  and  blind  factorj^,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  thus  blotting  out, 
at  once,  the  local  records  of  about  eighty  years  !  I  have  also 
found  several  instances  in  this  county  where  carefully  arranged 
files  of  our  local  papers  have  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  second  paper  pnblislied  in  the  county  v.'as  the  Western 
L'niiinary,  at  \Vatkins  Seitlemeiit,  i]i,iw  Scipioville,  by  Ebenezer 
Eaton,  on  March  24th,  ISOl. 

On  the  SOtli  day  of  April,  IbOt.^  the  brothers  Henry  and 
James  Pace,  established  ''^e  Aurora  GaZ'jttc,  at  Aurora;  but 
not  succeeding,  they  removed  their  oflice  here,  and  on  the  7th 
of  June,  180S,  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Western  Federalist, 
which  they  continued  for  eight  years.     It  was  printed   upon  a 
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blue  sheet,  about  the  size  of  cap-pnper,  and  very  coarsely 
executed. 

The' Paces  were  of  Engli.sli  birth,  with  decided  syniputhie.s 
Tlili  the  .mother-country  on  tlie  questions  wliicli  led  to  the  war 
of  1812.  Their  radical  federal  doctrines  were  not  well  received 
by  many  of  their  readers.  Yet,  as  their's  was,  for  some  time,  the 
only  local  paper  having  the  monopoly  of  legal  advertising,  and 
printing  their  small  siieet  quite  cheaply,  the}'  held  the  field, 
untilj  by  the  competition  of  tiie  Cayuga  Patriot,  and  the  grow- 
ing unpopularity  of  Federalism,  they  were  forced  to  yield  to 
the  Auburn  Oazelie,  in  1816,  a  neutral  paper,  which  v.-ill  be 
noticed  in  iis  proper  place. 

la  March,  1799,  the  County  of  Cayuga  was  organized,  and 
the  agitation  of  the  question  began  by  removing  the  county 
busii?ess  from  Aurora.  It  was  finally  settled  in  1805,  b}'  fixing 
it  he"?.  That  decision  changed  the  current  of  emigration  and 
of  bu  ines:i  to  the  latter  point,  and  the  publishing  enterprises 
outside  of  Auburn  were  soon  abandoned. 

The  fifth  paper  publi.5hed  in  the  county  was  the  Cayuga 
Tocsin,  at  Union 'Spring^^,  in  1812,  by  R.  T.  Chamberlain.  But 
business  intercuts  soon  induced  its  transfer  to  Auburn.  Tlie 
Patriot,  bdiig  then  well  established,  so  held  the  tield  as  to  leave 
little  cliance  for  the  success  of  another  Democratic  newspaper, 
and  the  Tocsin  was  soon  discontinued. 

The  sixth  paper  in  tlie  county  was  the  Cayuja  Patriot,  first 
published  by  J.  G.  Hathaway,  wlio  was  succeeded  in  1814  by 
Samuel  E.  Brown.  It  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Federalist, 
advocating  the  doctrines  of  th.e  ]iart3'  whicli  sustained  the  war, 
supported  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  in  opposition  to  DeWitt,  Clin- 
ton, and  was  tlio  organ  here  of  tlie  pa/ty  of  which  Enos  T. 
Throop  was  a  leaf^'ug  rejiresentrtive.  It  was  a  small  quart(.>, 
coarsely  printed,  but  conducted  with  fair  ability,  and  well 
received.  It  made  such  rapid  inroads  upon  tlie  field  hitherto 
occupied  by  the  Federalist,  as,  within    two   years,  to  compel  its 
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discontinuance.  Its  office  was  over  a  wagon-maker's  shop,  near 
tlie  river,  ou  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  Mechanic  street  A 
young  r.an,»who  afterwards  became  one  of  the  leading  jour- 
nalists of  tlie  country — Thurlow  Weed — worked  here,  and 
gives  us  a  graphic  sketch  of  the  editor,  his  consort,  and  the 
village ; 

"No;-  shall  we  ever  forget  the  upper  story  of  a  wagon- 
maker's  shop,  where  the  Cayuga  Patriot  was  printed,  for  there 
we  worked,"  and  lauglied  and  played  away  the  winter  of  1814. 
Samuel  R.  Brown,  who  pubHshed  the  Patriot,  was  an  honest, 
amiable,  easy,  slip-shod  sort  of  a  man,  whose  patient,  good- 
natured  wife  was  cut  from  the  same  piece."  He  adds  that 
"Auburn  v.-as  .then  a  small  village,  without  sidewalks,  or  a 
pavement,  and,  save  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  muddiest  place  we 
ever  saw.^  ■Siuhard  Olipbant,  tben  a  lad,  was  a  type-setter  in 
this  ofSce..  md  Mr.  Weed  compliments  him  for  his  skill  and 
fidelity,  wl  ch  bis  after-life  fully  exemplified. 

James  I:  ;iirdsley  published  the  Patriot  in  1817 ;  David 
Eumsey,  father  of  the  Supreme  Court  Judge  of  that  name,  in 
1819  ;  and  in  that  year  U.  F.  Doubleday  p^urchased  the  estab- 
lishment, lie  had  had  some  four  years'  previous  experience 
as  a  publisher^-and  in  his  hands  the  paper  prospered.  He  pub- 
lished it  for  eight  years;  when,  on  April  1st,  1827,  Isaac  S. 
Allen  became,  with  him,  an  equal  partner,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Doubleday  &  Allen.  Tiiey  published  the  paper  for  four  and 
a  half  years,  or  until  Sept.  21,  1831,  when,  on  Mr.  Doubleday's 
election  to  congress,  he  transferred  his  interest  in  the  paper  to 
Mr.  Allen.  The  latter  continued  the  publication  until  Dee.  80, 
1833,  when  Willett  Lounsbury  became  a  partner,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Allen  k  Lounsbury,  by  whom  the  journal  was 
published  about  nine  and  one-half  years,  and  until  Mr.  Louns- 
bury's  death,  which  occurred  suddenly  on  May  18,  184o.  Mr. 
Allen  then  purchased  the  interest  which  Mr.  L.  had  held  in  the 
paper,  and  individually  continued  its  publication  until  June  12, 


60  HISTORY    OF   THE    PRESS 

18-15.  Mr.  Doubleday  was  emploj'ed,  at  this  time,  to  write, 
ear-li  week,  the  leading  editorial,  though  then  the  Agent  of  the 
i'.ubisrn  Prison.  At  the  latter  dnte  Mr.  D.  became  again  the 
.ole  owner  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Allen  retiring. 

On  'Nov.  17,  184(3,  Mr.  Doubleday,  being  about  to  renaove  to 
Illinois,  transferred  his  interest  in  the  Patriot  to  Henry  A. 
Hawes  u-id  Elenry  M.  Stone,  who  published  it  under  the  firm 
of  Hawes  k  Stone,  until  its  consolidation  with  the  Tocsin, 
second,  in  June,  18i7,  the  combined  papers  receiving  the  name 
of  the  Cayuga  New  Era. 

Ulj'sses  y.  Doubleday  was,  in  many  respects,  a  remarkable 
man.  His  mind  was  exact,  mathematical,  and  closely  analytic. 
We  have ,  had  more  ready  and  biilliant  political  writers  than 
he,  but  few,  if  any,  whase  writings  had  more  influence  with 
the^r  readers.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  very  few  politi- 
cians who  were  careful  of  their  facts,  and  frank  and  accurate  in 
their  jxpression.  He  died  at  Belvidere,  111.,  March  11,  1866. 
A  let  ;r  which  he  wrote  to  I.  S.  Allen,  in  1862,  contained  this 
paragi  iph:  "I  have  three  sons,  three  grandsons,  and  one  son- 
in-law  in  the  service  of  my  country."'  Abner,  Ulj-sses  and 
Thomas  were  the  sons,  two  of  whom  held  important  commands. 
A  patriotic  record ! 

Willett  Lounsbury  was  as  m.arked  and  peculiar  in  his  mental 
characteristics  as  was  Mr.  Doubleday.  His  mind  was  strong 
and  accur.Tte,  rother  tlum  quick  or  brilliant.  He  was  no 
dissembler.  His  pen  and  his  tongue  gave  true  expression  to 
his  thoughts  and  0])inions.  He  was  bred  to  the  profession  of 
the  law,  the  principles  and  theoiy  of  wliich  he  loved,  but  he 
was  of  too  diffident  and  retiring  a  nature  to  fight  his  way  to 
success  in  practical  litigation.  Tlie  quiet  \sov\i  of  the  editor 
was  more  congenial  to  him,  and  heie  he  gradually  won  success. 
Isaac  S.  A  'en,  though  now  in  what  is  usually  the  winter  of 
]ife,  retains  still  much  of  its  autumn  vigor  and  fruitfulness. 
His  step  is  still  elastic,  his  eye  is  not  dimmed,  and  the  linea- 
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mcnts  of  health  and  happiness  are  clearly  defined  in  his 
features,  and  in  every  expression  of  voice  and  manner.  He 
lias  been  succepsful  in  business,  has  kept  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  in  "  the  happy  mean  between  the  little  and  the  great,"  and 
his  last  da3's  give  evident  promise  that  they  are  to  be  his  best 
days.  ^         ' 

^hihztrii  yazeile.  was  issued  in  June,  1810,  b}'  Skinner  & 
Crosb^v — Thos.  M.  Skinner.. and  Wm.  Crosby — Mr.  Skinner 
being  the  rnanager  and  principal  owner.  He  came  here  from 
New  London,  Conn.  Frederick  Prince,  who  had  worked  in  the 
same  office  with  ilr.  S.,  came  on  with  him,  and  worked  in  his 
office  here  for  many  years.  Ho  had  then  just  attained  his 
majoritv.  E-j-tween  those  gentlemen  a  close  and  life-long 
friendship  has  existed,  and,  I  may  add,  that  no  one  who  could 
appreciiflevtrue  worth  and  sterling  personal  merit  could  know 
them  intimatel}-  aTid  not  be  their  friend. 

,  Tiie  Ga-;Ue  was  aljl_v  and  carefuU}'  conducted,  and,  for  the 
time,  neatl  printed.  It  was  independent  in  politic.^,  with  a 
leaning  to  aul  the  Clinto,iians,  and  so  continued  for  two  years, 
when  its  title- was  changed  to  the  Cayuga  Republican,  a  decidedly 
Cliiilonian  sheet.  The  nominal  pul-lisher  was  Augustus  Buck- 
ingham, an  eihployee  in  the  oflice,  but  who  had  no  interest  in 
the  paper.  '"His  name  vras  so  used  because  he  was  free  from 
any  taint  of  Federalism,  and  as  a  measure  of  business  and 
political  polic}-.  A  few  months  later  the  name  of  Frerhrick 
Prince  appeared  as  publisher,  Mr.  Skinner  appearing  only  as 
printer,  tliough  the  sole  owner  and  real  publisher  of  the  paper, 
Mr.  Crosby  being  dead.  The  paper  soon  became  a  leading  and 
thorough  party  organ,  and  secured  for  itself  a  liberal  patronage. 
It  was  continued  b}-  ilr.  Skinner  for  tifteen  years,  under  the 
title  of  Caijvga  BepuhJican,  when,  in  May,  1833,  it  was  united 
witii  the  Free  J-'resf.  the  new  i>a|.)er  taking  the  name  of  the 
Auburn  Journal,  and  Advertiser,  published  by  Oliphant  &  Skin- 
ner— Henry  Oliphant  and  T.  M.  Skinner — both  experienced 
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anl  successful  newspaper  publishers.  They  continued  its  pub- 
lication for  six  years,  when  Mr.  Skinner  retired. 

Tile  Cayuga  Republican  was  always  a  well  conducted  and 
printed  journal,  received  with  favor  bv  its  readers,  and  liberally 
patrorized.  Its  editors  were  seldom  announced,  or  publicly 
recogiiized.  ■  Eichard  L.  Smith  and  G.  A.  Gamage  are  the  onlj- 
ones  so  made  known.  The  latter  gave  to  the  paper,  for  one 
year,  his  entire  time,  and,  while  in  his  charge,  it  gave  clear 
evidence  of  his  erudition,  his  elegance  as  a  writer,  and  skill  as 
a  journalist  But  original  articles,  except  on  the  eve  of 
elections,  were  not  then  common.  The  matter  consisted  mainly 
of  extracts  from  the  city  papers.  Editorial  and  local  depart- 
ments were  not  then  regularly  maintained. 

During  the  great  agitation  which  the  subject  of  Anti-!Ma^onry 
produced  in  Central  and  Western  New  York,  from  1S27  to 
1S37,  this  journal  was  tlio  organ  of  the  Anti-Masonic  partu,  and 
so  continued  till  its  union  with  tlie  Free  Press,  in  1833.  At 
this  lime  there  were  no  regular  book  stores  in  the  village,  and 
Mr.  Skinner,  and  later,  U.  F.  Doubleday,  maintained  very 
creditable  book  and  stationery  stores,  in  connection  with  their 
newspapers. 

The  Evangelical  Recorder,  a  Religious  Weeklj'  Magazine,  was 
started  in  January,  1818,  by  the  Rev.  Dirck  C.  Lansing,  as 
Editor,  printed  by  Thomas  M.  Skinner,  and  discontinued  at  the 
end  of  the  first  ^-ear  for  the  M-ant  of  patronage. 

In  iSlS  Ilcnry  C.  Soulhwick  issued  here  the  Advocate  of  the 
People,  and  continued  it  for  a  short  period  only,  the  ground 
being  then  fully  occupied  by  the  Patriot  and  Rrpi/hlicnv. 

In  the  order  of  dates  the  Fire  Press  was  the  next  paper  issued 
here,  by  Richard  Oliphant,  in  1;  21.  lie  continued  it  for  five 
years,  and  then  sold  it  to  his  brother  lleury,  by  whom  it  was 
continued  four  years,  and  in  May,  1833,  it  was  united,  as  stated, 
with  the  Cayuga  Republican. 

The  Free  Pre-9S  was  always  a  creditable  and  well  managed 
journal,  the  largest, in  the  state  west  of  Albany,  and  the  politi- 
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cal  rival  cf  the  Patriot,  then  the  leading  Democratic  paper,  and 
edited  by  that  close  thinker,  cogent  reasoner,  and  forcible 
writer,  U.  S.  Doubleday. 

The  G^>spd  Messenger  was  started  in  Auburn  in  1827,  b}' 
Rev.  Jno.  C.  Rudd,  J).  D.,  rector  of  St.  Peter's  church,  and  for 
several  years  principal  of  the  Auburn  Academy.  The  Messenger 
was  published  weekly,  and  while  primarily  devoted  to  the 
Episcopal  Jwlity,  was  liberal  to  all  sects.  It  was  very  ably 
edited.  Dr.  'Rudd  having  been  one  of  the  clearest  and  most 
forcible  of  writers.  The  place  of  publication  was  tirst  changed 
to  Geneva,  and  thence  to  Utica. 

Of  Dr.  Rudd  your  reader  has  very  pleasant  and  grateful 
recollections,  as, his  early  instructor  and  friend,  to  whom  he  is 
more  indebted  for  early  mental  guidance  than  to  any — he  had 
almost  said,  to  'all  others.  The  doctor's  library,  then  the 
largest  kw,the  village,  was  for  years  his  regular  resort,  and  the 
genial  reception  alwa^'s  given  him,  and  the  wise  counsel  as  to 
the  select'  ^n  and  use  of  books,  gave  a  direction  to  his  reading, 
from  the  rnciful  and  fictitious,  to  the  useful  and  substantial, 
that  influenced  his  whole  subsequent  life.  Pardon  this  personal 
alius:©'''  »tor  I  give  it  only  as  an  instance  of  the  great  influence 
for  good  T.'hich  a  wise  educator  may  have  over  youth,  and  as  a 
deserved  tribute  to  an  eminently  wise  and  good  man. 

The  Gospel  Aduocate  was  commenced  by  Doubleday  &  Allen, 
Jan.  1st,  1828,  Rev.  L.  S.  Everitt,  Univcrsalist,  editor;  8  vo. 
form,  serni-monthly,  continued  for  three  years.  Rev.  0.  A. 
Browmson  v."as  one  of  the  contributors. 

The  D'o.mood  was  commenced  in  1830,  and  continued  for  a 
brief  period  only. 

In  iSo-i  Frederick  Prince  started  the  Crnjuga  Democrnt,  the 
first  of  a  series  of  subsequent  journals  that  bore  the  word 
"  Democrat"  as  their  piominent  designation.  It  was,  however, 
not  a  success,  for  in  1835  he  started  the  Auhurn  Miscellany, 
and  in  1S39  he  became  foreman  of  the  "irf.>7'-?-/?  Banner,  started 
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in  that  year,  with  Francis  S.  "Wiggins  editor,  tlie  printing  office 
having  been  purchased  of  Mr.  Prince.     Subsequently,  tlie  name 
X  of  liie  paper  was  changed  to  the  Auhurn  Banner,  and  in  1841 

•jt  was  sold  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  in  New  York. 

Frederick  Prince  has  had  a  long  and  an  exceedingly  varied 
experience,  as  printer  and  publisher,  both  here  and  elsewhere, 
.a  brief  sketch  of  which  may  interest  his  many  friends  here, 
*  by  whom  he  is  p)leasantly  remembered.  After  spending  five 
years  with  Mr.  Skinner,  he  went  to  New  York  cit}',  and  started 
the  Ladie-s  Literary  Cabinet,  one  of  the  editors  of  which  w.i? 
Samuel  Woodworth,  the  author  of  "  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket." 
Tbe  Cohinet  was  one  of  the  first  ladies'  journals  ]iublished  in 
this  country.  It  was  merged,  in  1S2?),  in  the  3'  5'  Mirror,  and 
!Mr.  Prince  came  to  Sj'racuse,  establislicd  a  job  oEice,  and  al.^o 
w(jrkcd  on  the  t^i/racnse  Gazdtc.  In  1827  he  removed  to 
AVeedsport,  and  published  for  two  years  the  Wecdsporl  Advertiser, 
following  it,  for  six  months,  with  a  campaign  paper,  entitled 
**  th  Xorthern  Phurnix.  He  then  started  the  Courier,  in  Jordan, 
w  ich  he  published  for  six  months.  Removing  thence  to 
Salina,  which  was  then  larger  than  Syracuse,  he  published,  for 
&,  short  period,  the  Salina  Courin:  Ecturning  to  Auburn,  in 
io33,  he  started  the  Auhurn  Democrat,  followed  in  1835  by  the 
Aid'urn  ifiscellnny,  and  in  1838  by  the  Aidni.rn  Daily  Xev:s,  the 
first  daily  -paper  pvhlislied  in  the  county,  and  continued  it  for 
seven  month.s,  with  a  brief  subsequent  revival.  lie  sold  his 
office,  in  1844,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Western  Bannpr,  and 
became  their  foreman  ;  but  soon  removed  to  Port  Byron,  and 
established  the  Port  Byron  Herald,  issuing  it  for  two  years  : 
but  continuing  a  job  office  there  until  1849,  when  he  closed  his 
eventful  career  as  printer,  editor,  author  and  publisher — the 
most  eventful  ex]')erience  of  any  of  the  publishers  of  the 
courjty — and  came  here  to  reside.  Ue  was  for  many  years 
clerk  of  the  village,  the  second  clerk  under  the  city  charter, 
and  for  several  subsequent  years.     As  a  writer,  lie  inclined  to 
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romance,  and  some  of  bis  stories  were  published  io  tlie  Caliii'.t, 
ill  lb22.  His  •'  Tales  of  Fort  Hill  "  bad  a  marked  local  celcb- 
litv,  and  have  been  again  and  again  republished. 

lie n IT  A.  Hawes  learned  his  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Bannfi,-, 
and,  on  it-?  s:'.-<3,  engaged  with  Mr.  Oliphant,  on  the  Aui-ertU-tr, 
the  foreman*  tb.en  being  0.  F.  Knapp,  and  Cornelius  S.  Under- 
wood wa.i  an  emplo_yee.  ^Mr.  Ilawes  was  subsequent.'}-  employed 
on  the  Putriot  and  the  Tocsin,  and  in  the  book-publishing  house 
of  Derby,  Miller  k  Co..  He  was  partner  of  H.  M.  Stone,  in 
])ublislniijf  the  Di-iiioanl ;  also  of-  Stone,  Hawes  k  Co.,  in  j^ub- 
lishing  tlie  Xc:'-  Era,  and  is  now  on  the  Sijracusc  Cuuri.ir. 

Cornelius  S.  Underwood  was  for  many  j-ears  prominent 
arnoi:gst  the  jirinters  of  Auburn,  in  the  capacities  of  journey- 
man, foreman  and  proof-reader.  In  the  latter  capacitj-  he  had 
few  couals.  His  perceptions  were  quick  and  accurate,  and  his 
knowledge  of  his  art  complete.  He  held  that  position  for 
several  years  iu  the  book-publishing  house  of  Derby,  Miller  k 
Co.,  aiS-":!  ifterwards  held  vai'ious  civil  and  military  positions. 

T.  B.  iarber  learned  liis  trade  in  the  ofSce  of  Henry  Oliphant 
and  Icai  led  it  so  well,  that  it  will  bo  no  disparagement  to  his 
brethrci  iu  the  craft  to  say  that  few,  if  any  of  them,  can  show 
as  m;  _.  neat  specimens  of  workmanship  as  have  come  from 
his  hands,  in  the  various  offices  in  which  his  artistic  skill  has 
been  manifested.  His  v.-ere  the  aptitudes  of  tb.e  artist,  with 
which  but  few  are  favored,  and  his  ti'uo  employment  would 
have  been  that  of  the  designer  or  engraver. 

The  J'rimi/ive  C/'n'-stiaii,  by  Rev.  Silas  I].  Slie/<ard,  Disciple, 
was  conuncnced  in  1835,  and  continued  for  six  years.  It  was 
devoted  to  the  advocacy'  of  the  religious  views  of  that  sect. 
Nearly  a  full  3-ear's  issue  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  their 
respective  beliefs,  by  the  editor  and  the  Rev.  G.  W.  ilont- 
gomery,  which  is  very  interesting. 

The  Chronid'-s,  by  Ezra,  the  Scribe,  were  published  here  at 
this  time,  but  their  author  and    publishers  were  kept   secret. 
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They  were  ingeniously  and  forcibly  written,  and  very  severe 

upon  the  alleged  barbarities  of    tiie  ofllcers  of    the  Auburn 

.  Prison.     The  excitement  wns  so  great  and  general  as  to  ciiange 

'    the  ■-party  politics  of  the  county.     Libel  suits  grew  out  of  it 

vvjthout  discovering  who  wrote  them.     Nov/,  after  more  than 

"■jfortv  years,  it  turns  out  that   they  were  written  by  Rev.  Silas 

E.  S'uepard,  the  then  editor  of  the  Prtmitivc  Cliristlon.     This  is 

no  doubt  authentic,  as  it  appears  in  a  full  biographical  notice 

of  him,  published  at  T.roy,  Pa.,  after  his  death,  which  occurred 

there  on  the  ISth  of  October  last 

The  P>.'oplc8  Lihyari/  wa=;  started  in  1S3(>  l.iy  Francis  S. 
Wiggins,  but  was  soon  discontinued. 

The  Conffivnce  Record  was  begun  here  by  Piev.  J.  S.  Cliamber- 
luin  in  1837. 

On  April  5, 1839,  the  C'f>/"jn  Tocsi,),  S-xond,  was  starte<l,  and 
becb-ne  the  organ  of  the  "  Free  Soil  "  or  "  Barnburner  "  divis- 
ip'  of  the  Democratic  party,  the  Patriot  being  the  organ  of  the 
Conservative  or  "jOld  Hunker''  division,  distinctions  which 
were  tept  up  unt'"  1847,  when  a  partial  truce  was  made,  and 
the  two  pa[)ers  were  united,  under  the  title  of  the  Caijuga  Xno 
Em. 

The  "Tocsin"'  was  first  published  by  ]\[iller  and  Iline. 
Gelem  Hine  had  published  the  Grnxoo.  .S;"/,  and  the  materials 
of  tliat  oflice  were  carted  here  and  used  in  the  Tocsin  olTice. 
The  paper  v>-a3  next  published  by  Afiller  &  Stowe,  and  after- 
ward by  ]\[errill  &  Ilollet,  T.  Y.  How,  editor.  It  was  a  wiile- 
awake  journal,  and  the  jiolitieal  sparring.^ootween  it  and  the 
A'h--,-ii-<rr  and  tiic  Pii'ri'jt,  vras  sharp  and  severe. 

The  X'^iiirni.  AiJc'jcoJ,'^  Metliodist  Episcopal,  was  started  bv 
Eev.  Jno.  E.  Robie,  in  Apnl,  ISil,  \vitli  Revs.  F.  G.  ililbard 
and  "William  Hosmer  editors.  It  was  continued  as  a  private 
enterprise  until  May,  1S4.-1,  v.'lien  it  v,-as  purchased  by  the 
Methodist  General  Conference,  and  continued  here  as  tlie 
Xorthera   Ci'irislian   Adro'yi(_  for  twentj^-cight  years,  under  the 
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fullowing  etlitors:  Eev.  Xelson  TvoLinds,  froiii  '44  to  '-48 — f<uu' 
Tears;  Ucv.  Wm.  Iloainer,  from  '4S  to  '56 — ci^:,'ht  year^ ;  Picv. 
l'\  G.  liibbarJ,  from  '5u  to  'CO — four  years ;  Ilev.  Isaac  S. 
Binghajn,  from  '00  to  "64 — four  years  ;  and  from  '64  to  '75  by 
llev.  D.>  D.  Lore,  D.  D.— eleven  years,  and  until  his  death 
Tlie  paper,  liowever,  was  removed  to  Syraeuse  in  1872,  three 
ver-.'s  before  mat  event,  on  the  establislimeut  of  the  Methodist 
Uniyert'Yty  there.  While  published  here,  the  v,'ork  was  exe- 
cuted b}'  William  J.  Moses,  who  was  the  agent  and  business 
manager  of  the  paper.  The  Advocat'i  has  alwaj's  been  a  very 
successful  enterprise. 

The  K)titr  of  T'-.mpemnce,  was  started  by  L.  W.  Dewey,  in 
1845,  and  removed  to  Rochester,  about  1848,  leaving  an  open- 
ing for  the  Cii'jV'jo,  Chirf,  which  soon  followed. 

The  Auhurn  Journal  and  Advertiser,  weekly,  was,  as  stated, 
first  issued  here  in  ilay,  1833.  In  March,  1846,  Mr.  Oliphant 
issued  the  W''2kly  under  the  title  of  the  Auhurn  JournaJ,  and 
commenced  i.  daily  under  that  of  the  A'tburn  Daily  Advertiser, 
the  latter  i.ie/ccond  daily  j^'^'-P^'''  'pointed  licrv. 

The  telegraph  wires  were  brought  into  Auburn  in  ^lay,  1846, 
and  wroughs-  a  marvellous  change  in  the  transmission  and  pub- 
lication of  nevi's.  Hitherto,  from  one  to  two  days  had  been 
required  for  the  receipt  of  news  from  the  sea  coast,  which  now 
was  instantly  transmitted ;  and  at  business  centers  a  daily 
journal  became  a  necessity. 

The  Cnyijyn  y'jcnn  therefore,  quickly  followed  the  Advcrti^u- 
in  issuing  a  daily  pajicr.  Botli  those  papers  had  anticipated 
the  completion  of  the  teh'^r,;ph  to  this  point,  by  receiving  tlnir 
<lispatches  by  mail,  Tirst  from  Utica,  and  then  from  Syracuse, 
as  the  telegraph  was  extended  to  those  cities. 

The  era  of  local  nev.-spapcr  progress,  at  interior  business 
centers,  really  dates  from  the  completion  of  tiie  telegraph,  lor 
the  latest  news  was  indispensable  to  the  man  of  business,  and 
interesting  to  all — a  demand  which  could  be  met  only  by  the 
daily  press. 
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On  Sept.  14,  1840,  llr.  Olipbant,  whose  health  had  failed, 
soL.l  his  papers  to  Henry  Montgomery,  by  whom  they  were 
]iubl!shed  until  May  26th,  184S.  Tlie  latter  did  not  make  the 
enterprise  a  ti;iancial  success,  but  made  an  assignment  to  Chas. 
T.  Ferris,  ^[r.  Ferris  subsequently  bought  the  establishment, 
'and  publi-'hed  tlie  papers  until  August  22d,  1S49.  He  then 
sold  to  Geo.  W.  Peek,  Oscar  F.  Knapp  taking  a  one-half  inter- 
est thea'cin,  Mr.  Peck  and  Mr.  Montgomery  editors  ;  and  Mr. 
Knapp  business  manager,  the  firm  being  Knapp  iJc  Peck. 
Aftenvards  Mr.  Peck  became  the  editor-in-chief.  That  arrange- 
ment has  since  continued,  the  former  gentleraen,  in  later  years, 
bi-ing  aided  by  his  son  Horace  J.,  ami  the  latter  by  his  two 
sons,  Henry  D.  and  George  E. 

B.  F.  Hall  and  his  son,  Henry,  and  Jacob  E.  Jfow  hare  been 
prominently  connected  with  its  editoi'ial  departments,  and  Chas. 
A.-  Caulkins  was  for  some  nine  years  its  ci*v  editor. 

This  paper  has  now  been  published  by  the  same  parties  for 
twenty-eight  years,  and  has  been  signalh'  prosperous.  It  can 
•^"Sstly  claim  the  longest  individual  ownership  of  any  paper  in 
the  county.  This  is  largely  owing  to  the  marked  industry  and 
economy  of  its  management,  aided  by  the  concurrence  of  very 
favorable  circumstances,  as  the  sole  organ,  for  the  most  part  of 
the  party  largely  in  the  ascendant  here,  and  the  consequent 
possession  of  its  general,  as  well  as  its  iiolitical,  ofllcial  and 
personal  patronage.  It  holds  a  prominent  place  among  the 
larger  and  more  influential  journals  in  the  interior  cities  of  the 
State,  ^. 

George  W.  Peck,  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
was  employed  as  an  apprentice  and  compositor  on  the  Qi'ihc//, 
Jfl.  ][■  rail  ■  for  about  three  years  on  tiie  ,S'/.  Lmis  L".ihj  PuipuJ,- 
lic'iii,  as  a  C'linjiositor.  He  was  next  engaged  for  one  year  on 
the  Coi-t'ond  Co.,  X.  Y.  H7(/y,  and  coming  thence  to  Auburn 
ViOrked  here,  in  turn,  for  Henry  Oliphant  and  Henr}'  ^[ont- 
gomery,  on  the   Advertiser.     He  was    next    employed    in    the 
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.  lituriiil  (lennrtnient  of  the  Loclnort  DnJIy  Gnn-!er,  rind  on 
XwjwtI  2-_M,  ISil*,  be  I'ouglit  tlic  A'h;n-tiii:r,  as  stated.  Durint; 
W\C.  tnin-ent  vcar  Lii  health  failei.1,  and  his  disease — hemei'rhoids 
and  nervotisdyspepsia— induced  manifest  and  repeated  instances 
(if  mental,  derangtnient,  with  an  impulse  to  self-destruction, 
which  he  linally  effeeted,  in  his  ovrn  library,  on  the  2Sth  day  of 
•Inly  last,  b}'  a  pistol-shot  through  the  brain. 

Kondriek  Tail  took  liis  first  le.ssons  in  his  art  in  the  oflice  of 
the  .l(/fert(V;?;', 'under  Montgomery,  and  has  devoted  thereto  his 
subsequent  life,  in  the  various  capacities  incident  to  the  busi- 
ness, as  compositor,  foreman,  proot'-reader,  pressman,  editor  and 
]'ubli-lier;  understanding  practically  and  thoroughly  all  the 
do])artmcnts  of  the  business,  -whether  of  bool:,  or  newspaper 
iiublishing.  He  had  the  prineijjal  charge  of  the  pressroom  in 
the  publishing  house  of  Derby,  Stiller  &  Co.,  was  one  of  the 
publishers  of  {he  ]J:u^>j  and  ^I'-'/y  T'/n'"/;,  and  is  now  business 
manager  of  the  firm  of  EL  A'ail  ..^  Co.,  piublishers  of  the  AuhuriL 
Daily  Bnlkfiii,  which  will  be  hereinafter  noticed. 

Andrew  vShuraan,  then  sixteen  years  of  age,  began  his  second 
year's  apprenti<';p3hip  with  ^Montgomery  on  the  A'Ii;:rti>(r,  in 
ISid,  and  remained  nearly  three  years.  In  1S4S  he  published, 
"on  his  own  hook,"  a  small  weekly  paper  entitlcil  The  Auhiini- 
'•in,  doing  the  work  on  oveitime.  Kendriek  Vail,  a  fellow 
apprentice,  soon  became  j)artner,  and  their  paper  was  a  Virisk 
and  lively  little  sheet.  But  it  involved  too  mueli  laljor  for  the 
limited  time  of  the  young  men,  and  they  continued  it  for  four 
months  otdy.  Young  Shuman,  though  but  eighteen  years  of 
age,  in  lS-19  formed  /^  partnership  with  T.  W.  >5c  Emma  Brown, 
ia  ]iublishing  the  C'lijnja  CliitJ',  and  continucil  it  for  one  3'ear. 
Feeling  the  need  of  a  more  tliorough  culture,  he  spent  the 
ensuing  two  years  at  the  Clinton  Liberal  Institute,  fitting  him 
self  for  college,  and  entered  Hamilton  in  1S51.  "While  there 
he  made  the  most  of  his  time  and  his  vacations,  even,  were 
.^pent    here   in   writing    for    the   Adirrti^cr.     In    ISoii   he  was 
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offered  the  position  of  editor  of  the  Syracuse  Daily  Journal, 
v.'hich  he  aecei)lcd  and  creditably  filled  for  three  and  a  half 
years,  going  thence  to  Chicago  to  accept  the  elitorship  of  the 
Chicago  Evening  Journal.  lie  has  now  held  the  latter  posi- 
tion for  about  twenty  years,  clearly  indicating  his  success  in 
••journalism.  Jn  politics  he  has  been  equally  conspicuous  and 
successful.  He  was  State  Penitentiary  Commissioner  of  Illinois 
fronj  lS'o5  to  1S71,  and  is  now  in  the  first  year  of  a  four  years' 
term  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  that  State.  lie  is  now  47 
years  of  age,  with  a  brilliaiit  future  before  him, 

I  introduce  and  elaborate  this  sketch  to  show  what  a  self- 
reliant  printer's  apprentice  can  accoinplisli,  by  diligently  em- 
plo^'ing  his  talents,  incited  thereto  by  a  resolute  will  to  do  and 
Vj  I'j,  what  the  more  favored  Jiuvc  done  and  (//v. 

The  Ca'j'j-j"  Xcj:  Era  vras  started  in  June  22d,  lS-17,  and 
published  for  nearly  ten  years,  ^ferrill,  Stone  c*!:.  Co.  were  the 
first  publishers,  ai  1  its  editor  was  Thos.  Y.  How.  It  was 
afterwards  published  successively  by  Stone,  Ilavves  &  Co.,  Finn  1 

&_Holleti  and  \Vm.  L.  Finn,  and  discontinued  in  1857.  ) 

Jwo.  S.  Jenkins,  an  elegant  and  forcible  writer,  and  the  author  j 

of  several  valuable  works  which  were  published  here,  held  Ijv  \ 

some  time,  the  position  of  editor  of  this  journal,  and   his  arti-  | 

cles  merited  and  received  the  marked  attention,  both  of  tiieir  j 

local  readers,  and  of  the  press  of  the  country.  j 

The  Xrio  Eri(  was  designed  to  heal  tlie   old   divisions  in  the  | 

Democratic  I'arty  on  the  question  of  slavery  extension  ;    but  • 

time  only  widened  the  breach,  and  increa-ed  the  bitterness  of  ; 

the  contc'st  which  culminated  in  ttic  lormaticm  of  the  Kepubli-  | 

can  party,  and  in  1S<30  in  the  election  of  Lincoln,  to  be  followed  j 

by  the  disastrous  atid  terrible  events  of  the  ensuing  four  years.  ; 

The  Avhrra  TJalhi  B"1htin.  the  ^wil  of  that  name,  was  issued 
as  a  campaign  journal  in  IS-fS.  by  Stone,  Ilawes  k.  Co.  ) 

A^ih^rrWs  Varonle,  by  X.  P.  Caiilkins,  in  18-17;  Tiic  Mw^onh  | 

Union,  by  Finley  M.  King  in   1850,  a  fev/  monthly   numbers  I 
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i/iilv  were  issueJ  ;  The  Spii-ilual  and  Mond  Imtruciur  in  1851  ; 
T';;e  F>ir-,n'r  and  Jlechnn'C  in  1856,  changed  in  1857  to  T/,e 
'"'/•arher's  J'Alacati'jiial  Juunml,  both  by  P.  B.  Beclcer  ;  and  the 
Spiritual  Clarion  in  1857  ;  were  unsucce::^sf  al  expcrinientf=,  and 
of  little  public  importance. 

The  C'ujri'ja  C/ci-J]  owned,  edited  and  published  by  Thurlow 
W.  Brown,  was  an  outspoken,  original  and  vigorous  temper- 
ance journal,  commenced  here  January  ith,  1849,  and  continued 
for  eight  ytars,  when  it  was  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  con- 
tinued there  under  the  same  ownership.  Emma,  sister  of 
Thurlow  W.,  was  early  associated  with  h'uii  in  the  literary  and 
business  management  of  the  paper  here,  and  so  continued  after 
its  traii-'ifer  to  the  West. 

Thurlow  AV.  Brown,  and  liis  sister  Emma,  were  "  peculiar 
jieople."'  They  were  independent  and  fearless  in  the  advocacy 
of  what  they-believed  to  be  right.  They  had  decided  talents,. 
and  great  industiy  and  perseverance.  As  serial  writers  they 
had  few  super'-Ts,  and  Thurlow  W.  Brown  was  also  an  eflective 
public  speakei.  He  published  a  very  readable  volume  on  his 
favorite  t^-^me,  "  Temperance  Tales  and  Heartli  Stone  Eeveries." 

The  Cirri&'iira  Ainlmsffijhr  was  first  established  in  New  York 
city,  as  the  successor  of  the  Chri.'tian  Afe-^scnjer,  on  the  4th 
day  of  December,  1S50.  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Austin  was  appointed 
its  editor.  It  was,  however,  removed  to  Auburn  early  in  Jan- 
nary  following,  and  conducted  here  for  about  tv.elvo  years,, 
imder  the  able  supervision  of  the  same  editor.  It  w;is  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  the  New  York  Convention  of  Univer- 
s.-dists,  by  a  stock  company.     The  enterprise  was  very  successful. 

The  circul.'ilion  rose  to  over  8,000  weekly,  and  gave  the 
patrons  great  s:'iti>faction.  It  earned,  bouglit  and  paid  for  the 
entire  stock,  and  the  establishment  was  then  turned  over  to  the 
State  convention,  agreeably  to  the  original  phin,  and  the  latter 
became  its  sole  owners  and  publishers.  At,  tliis  time  !Mr. 
Austin  resigned  his  position  as  editor,  to  accept  that  of  pay- 
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master  in  the  army,  wliich  he  held   until  the  close  of  the  vrar.  ,i| 

Eev.  T.  J.  Sawyer  succeeded   Mr.  Austin  as  editor,  and  the  j 

AmhaasaJor  was  removed  to  Xew  York.  I 

T/ie  A'lhuni  Amc-ric.in,  daily  and  weekly,  was  issued  by  Wm. 
J.  iloses,  in  February,  1855,  and  continued  under  tliat  name 
"until  June  2U,  1859,  when  its  title  was  clianeed  to  the  Ai(lia-n 
Daibj  (Hid  W''el-Ji/  U/iinn,  Moses  &  Yail  publishers. 

The  "  American  "  was  the  organ  of  the  ]jolitical  party  of 
tlyat  name,  while  the  latter  existed,  and  vigoroush-  and  ably  I 

advocated  its  principle.^.  | 

The  "  Union  "'  was  continued  until  ^NFarch  6,  1861,  when  the  s 

p.ipeis  were  sold  to  Kiiapp  &  Peck,  who,  for  a  short  period,  j 

issued  thoir  weekly  uiuler  the  title  of  the  A'ih<(ni  J.j)ir,inJ  and  \ 

W'jek'.i/  Union,  and  their  daily  as  the  Adrcrh'.<''r  and  Uninn.  | 

'  B.  F.  Hall    was  chief    editor  of  the  ''Union,"  and   Chns.  A.  \ 

Warden  city  editor,  and  their  departments  v.-ere  conducted  with  I 

signed  ability.     Though  Judge  Hall  has  been   the  recugnizcd  ,5 

editor  o'   our  journals  here  to  a  limited  extent  only,  he  has,  | 

nevertheless,  performc'l  much  valuable  work  in  that  capacitv,  i 

aV\d  has  largely  contributed  to  give  interest  and  value  to  our  | 

local  press.  | 

The  Xorlh-.j-n  [ndqirndnU  was  established   in   August,  185(5,  1 

by  Kev.  Wm.  llosmer,  aided  by  a  Publication  Committee  of  f 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  anti- 
slavery  zeal  of  its  projectors,  who  rei'-arded  the  regular  church 
organs  as  too  cautious  ami  not  suflicientlv  outsp)okeu  on  the 
slavery  question.  It  was  vigorously  conducted  and  well  sun- 
ported,  until  the  causes  which  gave  it  bii-ih  had  ceased,  v>-hen  it 
was  I'Jscontinued. 

Rev.  W'm.  Ilo.smer,  its  projector  ami  principal  editor,  v,-as 
for  about  twenty  years  proniinentiv  connected  v.-ith  our  local 
press,  in  tin-  capacities  of  editor  and  author,  llis  convictio;;s 
were  earnest  and  sincere,  and  at  all  times  plainly  ex[iressed. 
lie  Vi'as  an  '•  agitator  and  reformer  "  of  no  mean  abiliiy,  and  as 
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.-uch  ahvays  stood  in  the  front  ranks — boldly  confronting  the 
q:;\onent.\of  his  opinions,  and  challenging  their  adniiratioa  by 
the  firmness  and  consistency  of  his  cour.se.  Slavery  and 
intemperance  were  especially  obnoxious  to  him,  and  no  one 
ever  contended  against  them  with  greater  zeal  and  energy.  He 
has  lived,  to  see  the  former  die;  but  tlie  latter  will  probably 
live,  despite  ihe  ellorts  of  philanthropists,  ^vhile  evil  exists  in 
the  world. 

Tlte  Orpha.ns'  Fn'end  was  first  issued  in  August,  1857,  more 
than  twenty  years  ago.  It  has  always  been,  and  still  is,  an 
cilective  advocate  of  the  noble  charity  in  aid  of  which  it  was 
established.  It  is  edited  by  ^frs.  J.  \Y.  Wilkie,  and  printed  by 
Knapp  &  Peck. 

Tlie  AuJani)  Ikruocrat,  weekly,  was  started  in  August,  1857, 
by  Stone,  llawes  k  Co.,  by  whom  it  v,-as  continued  about  five 
years,  and  until  Mr.  Stone  entered  the  army.  The  establish- 
ment was  tliea  transferred  to  Wm.  S.  Jlawley,  who  issued  the 
Spirit  of  til-'  Tim's  for  about  IS  months.  Mr.  Ilawley  also 
issued  one  number  of  a  daily  of  the  aoove  title,  but  this  enter- 
prise failing  to  receive  proper  encouragement  was  abandoned, 
as  was  his  weekly. 

The  P'''jil''s  C'iii"/i,  an  advocate  of  political  reform,  was  pub- 
lished during  the  local  canvass  of  1862,  the  contributors  to 
v.-hicb  were  Michael  S.  ]\[yers,  Warren  T.  "Wordeu,  C.  L. 
Adams,  and  others. 

The  J/rC'/r/.'nn  Ihnnfr  vas  imbiished  during  tlie  political 
campaign  of  lSt)-±,  by  P.  \V.  Rhodes  and  C.  L.  Adams.  j 

The  S-:iiii-  W'S'^liij  IL-rahl.  Democratic,  was  publiihed  in  1SG5,  I 

for  about  si^:  months,  by  N.  T.  HackstalT  and  G.  E.  Bostwick.  \. 

In  Se]netnber,  l.SciS,  another  7A, ,"■'■/•-.■' was   issued   by  C has.  ; 

F.  Durston  &  Co.     The  establishment,  iiowever.  v.-as  the   ne.Kt  ! 

year  transferred  to  .T.  X.  Eailey,  who  published  it  undi^r  that  i 

title  for  four  years,  when  the  paper  was  sold  to  Wm.  J.  .Moses.  | 

The  Anbcrn  M'lmiii'j  Xr'Xi,  daily  and  weekly,  was  first  issued  ' 
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l.ere  ,n  July,  ISGS,  bj  Dennis  Brothers  &  Thorne.     Its  editor- 

.«^  m-ebef  was  Wm.  H.  Barnes ;  Charles  Al  Warden,  city  ecli  or  • 

•a  Theodore  H.  Schenek  literary  editor.     It  was  the  ad  voeat^ 

of  Repubhcan  principles  and  conducted  with  energv  and  abil- 

Smvf  7r'"  '"'  '^"r^  '°  °"''  ■■"^"■^^^  ^"d  ^'"''^^  ^o  the 
-    ui     '  ■     ^'^ 'I'^^P^.'^f '•^'  however,  were  without  experience  as 

'  u  uSrb;  it        '^.'^'"^^r"r  '^^  ^'-  establishment  were  not 

^    C  d    i'  t      'T"''t'  '"'^'  '''''  ''''''''''S  '''"^^^y^  ^he  papers 
-\ ere  dibcontmued  in  January,  1S71 

.n'J  f  ,  .       ■'  ,      '°'''  P"'^''^'^^^^^    ^"d  proprietors.     It  was 

d  bv  it    n  ^  ^.^^^^----S  promptly  a  large  circulatio 
nnd  by   ts  frank,  fa.r  and  liberal  treatment  of  all  subjects  gave 
ad  continues  to  give  general  satisfaction.     Jt  is  ably  and  vi. 
o  ous  y  conducted  and  neatly  printed.     It  is  independent  in  a!l 

AvZv         '"t-f  ™"'  '■'  ™"'"'^'  '"  '^^'^^  «^   Charles 
,     A.  Caubuns  and  is  characterized  by  constant  exhibitions  of  his 
o  .gina    and  peculiar  genius  in  the  description  of  local  events 
■  ■;  _^^-y^^  -  emphatically  his  own,  and  is  often   remarkable  f^i"- 

the  flow,  the  rhythm  and  the  alliteration  of  words,  and  in  the 
quiet  humor  which  they  expra.-^s. 

\  ?'  '■^t!""'"  ^'"'^'^  ^"'''  ^''-''"^eratic,  .vas  started  bv  the 
Auburn  Pr.ntmg  Co.  Wm.  J.  .Closes,  President;  and  U 
Laurens  btorke,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  on  Julv  16  IS?-'" 
.ndthe  .%X...  on  August  12th  of  that  vear'  ^e!^;; 
the  only  Democratic  papers  in  the  countv.  Tiie  Daily  News  is 
a  mormng  paper  and  is  a  well  conducted  and  printed  journal" 
Its  eduor-m-clnef  i.  YTn,.  J.  Mo...,  whose  common  sense  and 
vigorous  pen,  ,s  manifest  in  many  of  its  editorials  As  . 
^vruer  he  has  few  superiors  anywhere,  l-or  S.xon  puritv  Jf 
style,  clearness  of  conception  and  of  statement  his  article^are 
often  modes.     Without  anv  n  pI,.-^  ,-„.i  •  aiucitoaie 

»>  unou[  an\  u.^ekv.-,  verbiage  or  attempt  at 
ornamentation,  he  presents  his  subject  plainly,  and  the  laniua^e 
clearly  exjjresses  the  thought  "^^ 
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^      The  Cmj'i'ja   Civnti/  ladop'nvhut  was  issued   February  8tli, 
'•4b7-i.     J.  N.  Bailey  &  Co.,  publislicrs  ;  A.  B.  Ilamblin,  printer. 
It  is  a'weekly,  and  is,  as  its  name  implies,  inJcpeiuleut  in  its 
treatment,  of  men  and  things. 

The  Av.huni  iJailj  lu.m  was  started  in  June  last  b}-  Urban 
S.  Benton  iSc  Co.,  G.  H.  Wheeler,  editor.  It  is  a  small,  four- 
colunYn  paper,  devoted  to  advertising  and  loeal  and  general 
iiews,>and  is  a  brisk  and  spirited  little  sheet 

The;"  Item  "  was  merged  in  the  Eisenimj  Auhurniati  on  the 
8th  day  of  November  last,  and  the  page  enlarged  to  five  col- 
iims.  It  is  published  by  a  stock  company,  of  v/hich  H.  K. 
Lockwood  is  president;  U.  S.  Benton,  Secretary;  M.  C.  Cuy- 
kendall,  Treasurer:  and  A.  '\V.  Lawton,  Chairman  Executive 
Committee.  The  title  of  tlie  company  is  the  Anhurniaii  Print- 
ing Associutioit. 

OUR  COUNTY  PRESS. 

Tl  e  liistory  of  our  county  press  shows  very  frequent  changes 
of  ownersliip,  largely  owing  to  the  unequal  competition  of 
metropolitan  journals.  Their  large  and  compact  eight  page 
sheets  contain  some  ten  times  the  matter  of  the  average  country' 
weekly,  and  are  furnished  at  rm.icli  less  price  than  that  at  which 
the  iQ^.ter  can  be  afforded ;  and  they  come  free  of  postage, 
placing  the  latter  at  great  disadvantage. 

Since  1S27  the  following  papers  have  been  }n!b!ished  in  the 
county,  outside  of  Auburn,  namely  : 

IN   PORT   liYROX. 

The  Port  B;/,-n„  IRrnJ<l  in  \6U,  by  Frcdeiick  Prince. 

The  Pn-t  Bijron  Garrl!^,  in  1819,"by  Chas.  T.  White,  con- 
tinued byjhim  and  his  brother  until  IStjD.  It  v"  ;  then  sc)ld  to 
B.  W.  Thompson.  The  latter  sold  to  Wm.  Ko^ford  in  1861, 
who  sold  to  Chas.  Marsh  in  1862,  by  whom  the  title  was 
changed  to  the  Xurtli  Ciujinja  Ti/n'-s. 

The  Port  Buron  Chronicle  was  started  by  Chas.  T.  White,  in 
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October,  1871.  In  July  it  M-as  sold  to  Edu-ard  Clarlre  and  in 
November,  1873,  to  Ean^on.  k  John.o.!.  Chas.  E.  .Tolni.on  is 
now  its  sole  owner  and  publisliei-. 

MOKAVIA   PKESS. 

Tlic  C,;/>,,fa  C.uuty  Qmrir,  in  October,  18^,3,  by  A  0 
Hicl^  succeeded  by  his  bi'other,  X.  J.  llicks,  and  i„  1865  by 
/\V.  Al.  Nickols.  In  March,  1867,  by  A.  J.  Hicks  &  ^  H 
Xiving.ton.  In  Dece,nber  foIlo^yins,  A.  H.  Livingston  became 
t  .e  sole  editor  and  owner.  He  continued  its  publication  until 
iJec.  dl,  18/0,  having  changed  its  name  to  the  Moravia  Courier 
At  tlK'  .latter  date  M.  E.  Kenyon  became  its  sole  owner  and 
editor,  and  the  title  was  changed  to  the  jLraola  Vail./  Il.jk'.r 
Ue  greatly  unproved  botii  its  literary  and  laeeha.iical  depart- 
ments, and  that  journal  is  now  a  good  representative  of  the 
energy  and  thrift  of  the  village  of  Moravia. 
_  The  Weeldy  News.  U  Uri  Mulford,  a  small  sheet,  was  started 
in  January,  1872,  vemcn.l  here  in  1875,  and  published  for  a 
few  months  in  the  interest  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

The  Jforavfa  Clh-^n,  a  religinus,  tcmoerance  and  political 
sheet,  begun  by  Eev  Chas.  Eay  in  July,  .376,  ,s  still  continued. 

MKHIDIAN    I'RES.S. 

The  2Terkllan  Sun,  by  Arthur  White,  in  June,  ISoi  and 
the  Jfer.Lan  Adver!i.,r  one  year  later,  each  continnii,..  about 
one  year.  ° 

WEEDSPOliT    1'1;KSS. 

The  Weedsport  AJc.rli^a;  in  1S27,  by  Fred'lc  Prince,  ehan-ed 
to  Uie  .\ort/iern  Plrmiv,  by  the  same  ]>ubii.her,  in  18.30. 

I'he  Wecdspnri  S^nUnd,  in  February,  1867,  bv  John  Gibbs  k 
&on.  _  Sold  to  S.  D.  Lee  k  Brother  four  v  "s  later ;  and  on 
Octo^tr  12th,  1872,  Geo.  R  Nash  became  the  owner  and  pub- 
lisher. Tiie  latter,  on  February  10,  1874,  tran.sferred  a  one-half 
interest  therein  to  J.  B.  Rogers,  and  the  paper  has  since  been 
published  under  the  tirm  name  of  Geo.  li.  Nash  &  Co. 
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The  Ccvjuga  Chief,  Second,  was  Ftaited  on  June  10,  1877,  by 
11.  D.  Brown  &  Co.,  publishers  and  proprietors.  It  is  Indepen- 
dent, and  claims  to  be 

/■      "  Pledged  to  no  party's  arbiirar)'  sway, 

We  follow  truth,  where'er  she  leads  the  way." 

UNION    SPRINGS    PRE.SS. 

The  Ca'jv'ja  Tocsin,  First,  was  started  here  in  1312,  and  has 
alr'-)ady  been  noticed. 

The  Cayuga  Telegraph,  by  William  Clark,  in  1850. 

The  Union  Springs  Adverliserr  was  commenced  in  April,  1SG5, 
b}"  Jas.  B.  Hoff,  editor,  publisher  and  proprietor,  who  still  con- 
tinues its  p'jblication.  It  is  published  weekl}^,  is  non-political, 
and  is  devoted  to  "Ilome — her  institutions  and  interests." 

The  Central  New   YorJ^er,  started   in  April,  1865,  by  F.  F. 
DcWolf,  weekly,  continued  for  about  one  j'eur. 
OUR  BOOK   PRKSS. 

The  f'.m  which  first  took  rani:  as  general  book-publishers 
here,  wq  that  of  Derhy,  Miller  &  Co.,  organized  in  March,  18-19, 
consisting  of  James  C.  Derby,  Norman  C.  ililler,  general  part- 
Bers,  a'-^  1  James  B.  Thompson,  special  partner. 

In  May,  1850,  the  firm  was  reorganized,  Mr.  Thompson  retir- 
ing, and  Elliot  G.  Storke,  Edward  Munson  and  Charles  F. 
Coffin  becoming  members — the  former  actively  connected  with 
its  business,  the  two  latter  as  special  partners.  The  firm,  at 
different  times,  were  interested  with  Geo.  H.  Derby  &  Co., 
Buffalo,  and  Prince,  Orton  tV  ^ilillcr,  Geneva — Fred  W.  Prince 
and  Wm.  Orton. 

Another  change  was  soon  made  by  establishing  their  jobbing 
and  retail  store  in  Buffalo,  and  their  manufactoi'y  here.  The 
active  partne'  'n  the  Baffalo  house  were  "William  Orton  and 
Eugene  .Mulligan — the  former  has  since  been  honored  as  the 
incumbent  of  important  trusts  conferred  bj'  the  United  States 
Government,  and  for  many  years  and  now  as  President  of  the 
"Western    Union    Tclegra])h  Co.,  while  the  latter  diftinguis/ied 
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himself  .IS  a  swindler  and  miscreant,  by  whom  the  firm  suffered 
a  direct  loss  of  over  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent sacrifice  of  his  property,  in  lSo7,  caused  by  his  misap- 
propriatiou  of  the  company's  funds,  of  another  amount  full}'  as 
greaU     Brt  he  left  his  country  for  his  country's  good. 

James  C.  Derby,  to  whom  we  are  largely  indebted  for  the 
establishment  of  book-publishing  here,  was  eminently  fitted  for 
special  dep.irtments  of  that  work,  and  he  was  fully  supple- 
mented by  Norman  C.  ililler  in  other  divisions  of  it.  Mr. 
Derby,  by  his  quick  perceptions  and  line  social  qualities,  made 
many  desirable  acquaintances,  and  thus  secured  business ;  while 
Mr.  Miller  by  his  orderly,  careful  and  exact  business  habits, 
kept  the  accounting  and  manfacturing  departments  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  successfully  m_anaged  what  soon  became  a  large 
and  flourishing  business. 

In  lSo3  Mr.  Derby  retired  from  the  firm  nd  established 
himself  in  New  York,  and  is  now  with  ,Vp;yieton's. 

During  its  existence  hcr'^  'he  firm  held  tb.e  first  rank,  as 
general  book-publishers,  in  the  state,  outside  of  the  city  of  New 
York, 

ALDKX   i    MAl'.KHAM — ALDEX,    LEAKDSLKT    &.    CO. 

Tlie  second  book-publislnng  house  establislied  here,  was  that 
of  Alden  (So  Markham,  in  1852.  Tliey  at  first  used  a  single 
Adams'  press  only,  but  ultimately  fitted  up  very  complete 
facilities  for    printing  ami    binding  a  large  numl>er  of  boolcs. 

The  firm  was  soon  reoi-gani;^ed  by  the  admission  of  John  E. 
Beardsley,  when  it  took  the  name  of  AMen,  Deardsley  &  Co. — 
David  i'MOte  and  E.  M.  Wan;'.er  v/cro  for  a  time  members  of 
the  liiin.  I'heir  business  v.-as  continued  for  about  six  3"ears, 
during  which  it  became  large  and  flourishing. — Their  books 
consis:^..  mainly  of  Family  Bibles,  in  a  great  variety  of  styles, 
a  j'd  of  standard  Historical,  Biograpiiieai  and  ^iliseellaneous 
AVorIzs,  of  which  large  numbers  were  sold.  T.  B.  Barber  had 
charge  of    the  press  department  of    this  house.       As  general 
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book-pntilisliers,  tliis  firm  held  the  second  place  in  the  state, 
■\vest  of  New  York  City. 

These  two  publishing  houses,  during  their  continuance  here, 
were  important  factors  in  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  giving 
€iiiploynnenD  to  many  hands,  directly,  in  their  manufactories, 
and,  incidentally,  by  consuming  largely  of  the  products  of  our 
paper  mill,  then  an  important  interest  here. 

«.  LARGE   SALKS   OF    BOOKS. 

];rom  1848  to  1856  the  sale  of  books  here  and  elsewhere  was 
very  lai'ge,  and  the  book-publishing  profitable.  The  commer- 
■cial  collajise  of  1857,  however,  crushed,  or  greatly  crippled,  that 
interest  throughout  the  country,  closing  out  the  establishments 
here,  and,  quite  generally,  elsewhere.  That  interest  did  not 
recover  from  the  depression  until  1862,  the  second  year  of  the 
war,  vhen  t'.ie  vast  government  expenditures  gave  to  it  an 
impulse  before  i^'iknown,  continuing  until  1873. 

During  that  period  a  remarkable  change  was  •wrought,  both 
in  the  numbr-  "nd  character  of  the  books  published,  indicating 
-a  corresponding  change  in  the  reading  habits  of  the  people. 
Standard  lorrX^  were  less,  and  those  of  the  iniaghialion  more  in 
■demand.  Excluding  theological,  educational  and  professional 
books.  tr:e  reading  of  this  generation  has  become  largely  roman- 
tic, indeed,  most  of  its  habits  have  partaken  more  of  the  ideal 
than  of  the  real ;  and  the  tastes,  thus  created  and  so  liberally 
fed,  still  demand  the  unhealthy  supply. 

That  great  change  in  the  reading  habits  of  the  people,  has 
been  the  outgrowth  of  the  newspaper  and  magazine  literature, 
to  which  the  inflated  era  of  the  war  gave  a  most  marvellous 
impulse  v.'hich  still  continues.  Magazines  and  newspapers  now 
largely  suiinly  the  place  of  book.^,  and  the  books  which  are 
today  most  ''ntd,  are  leprints  from  tlie  serial  press. 

The  fol!i;wing  paragraph  will  sho^v  how  readily  and  largely 
books  sold  here,  from  184S  to  1851',  and  their  character.  Of 
the    new    Clerk's  Assistant,  Derby,  ilillcr   &    Co.  sold   G0,000 
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copies ;  of  the  Ilistoiy  of  tlie  Mexican  War,  35,000  copies ;  of 
the  Life  of  Gen.  Taylor,  40,000;  Life  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
40,000;  Life  of  the  Empress  Josepliine,  00,000:  Lives  of  the 
Three  Mrs.  Judsons,  50,000;  Fern  Leaves,  70,000.  In  eight 
years  they  issued  about  eighty  different  books,  nearly  all  of 
which  were  remunerative. 

LOC.^L   AUTHORS. 

We  refer  with  pride  to  the  long  and  brilliant  list  of  local, 
citizen  authors,  who  wrote  here  from  1843  to  1856,  namelv : 
Eev.  Josiah  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  Eev.  K  P.  Hickok,  D.  D.,  Eev. 
Henry  Mills,  D.  D.,  Eev.  D.  K.  Lee,  Eev.  D.  Holmes,  Eev.  Win. 
Hosmer,  Eev.  P.  C.  Headly,  Eev.  J.  M.  Austin,  Hon.  Wra.  H. 
Seward,  Hon.  Sam'l  Blatchford,  Chirence  A.  Seward,  Esq.,  P. 
Hamilton  Myers,  Esq.,  David  Wright,  Esq.,  Jus.  B.  Thompson, 
LL.  1).,  Hon.  B.  F.  Hall,  Jno.  S.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  Henry  Mont- 
gomery, Esq.,  Tbarlow  W.  Brown  Esq.,  Mrs.  Helen  F.  Parker 
aud  Miss  ^fargaret  Conklin.     Among 

THR, FOREIGN   AUTHOi:.?, 

Were  Horace  Greeley,  Eichard  Hildreth,  S.  G.  Goodrich,  Fanny 
Fern,  and  many  othehs.  All  the  authors  named,  prepared 
works  which  were  published  here  by  Derby,  Miller  &  Co.,  from 
1848  to  1S56. 

Samuel  E  Brown,  publisher  of  The  Patriot,  prepared  in  1815, 
a  history  of  the  late  war,  in  two  12  rao.  vols.,  which  was  pub- 
lished by  J.  G.  Hathavray,  of  Auburn,  and  printed  by  Kellogg 
k  Eeardslee,  at  Manlius. 

In  185S,  E.  G.  Storke  edited  7'Ae  FniDihj,  Farm,  Garden  and 
Domestic  Animak,  and  in  1664  ])icinuod  7'Ae  llistonj  of  Ciic 
American  Rehdlion,  in  two  octavo  vols.  In  1SG9  Henrv  Hall 
preparC'l  tlic  Ilidory  of  Anbnni,  aud  in  1873  James  Ha!!  pre- 
pared '\vjn'ja  in  the  Fudd. 

I  bave  thus  hastily  sketched  the  historv  of  the  press  of  the 
//  .  ..I 

county  for  seventy-nine  years,  nearly  two  and  one-half  genera- 
tions, with  a  running  notice  of  a  few  of  the  men  of  the  press. 
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Fall  justice  to  so  vast  a  subject  could  not  be  done  in  so  briet 
a  paper,  and  I  again  ask  your  indulgence  of  its  iratierfcctions. 


APPENDIX. 

■    «  IXCIDF.XTS   OF   THE    PRESS. 

In  reviewing  the  old  journals,  published  here  from  forty  to 
sixty  }';ars  ago,  I  have  been  so  foreiljly  reminded  of  the  great 
changes  -syhich  have  sin^e  taken  place,  in  almost  every  thing, 
as  to  believe  that  a  reproduction  of  a  few  illustrative  examples 
might  be  interesting. 

THE    OLD    ACTOKS— U'lIERE   AHE    THEY? 

The  old  journals  abound  with  the  names  of  historic  business 
and  professional  men,  with  whom,  we  have  been  personally,  oi 
are  traditionally  familiar,  and  who  then  filled  the  various  posi- 
tions of  piublic  o'-  private  activity  here,  but  vrho  now 

■  K"'^'".  in  their  narrow  beds  of  per;ce," 

having  ftnished  the'^'  worlc  here,  and  silently  passed  from  us,. 

"  Like  the  mist  above  the  meadows, 
Lilve  the  shadow  o'er  tiie  grass." 

We  see  business,  marriage  and  obituary  notices  of  the  Ilar- 
dcnburghs,  the  Dills,  the  Bostwicks,  the  Burts,  the  Crosset.s, 
the  Coles,  the  llulburts,  the  Smiths,  the  Kichards,  the  Lansings 
— of  Dearl3' all  who  were  then  the  life  01  the  village  of  Auburn. 
But  today  they  live  oidy  in  tlie  memory  of  a  few  of  ns.  But 
we  owe  to  the  "art  preser'.ative  of  all  arts  "  a  record  of  many 
of  their  deeds.  Though  d-ad,  tliey  still  live  in  that  record, 
and  will  so  live,  if  the  record  lie  projierly  careil  for,  even  after 
time  shall  have  obliterated  th'.ir  names  from  the  monu.mcntal 
rnarble  itselL 

OBITUARY    NOTICE. 

"Died.— In  this  village,  on  tlie  2fjth  inst"— 2Gth  June,  1S25 
— "  !Mr.  Wm.  Bostwick,  in  the  COth  year  of  his  aee.     He  was 
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one  of  the  first  settlors  of  tins  place,  and  had  filled  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  operations  for  iinprovincj  the  village,  and  pro- 
moting the  interests  of -eociet}- ;  Avas  an  active  and  zealous 
member  of  the  Episcojial  church,  and  sustained  through  life 
tiie  c]iaracter  of  an  honest  and  useful  citizen." 
A  simple,  jet  noble  tribute  to  a  vi'orth3''inau. 


We  find  recorded  here  the  marriages  of  the  same  familiar 
ones,  vho,  as  manly  grooms,  then  led  their  blooming  brides  to 
the  altar,  and  there  united  their  hearts,  lives  and  fortunes  by 
the  sacred  bonds  of  matrimony. 

MAKRIAGE    NOTICE. 

"  Married  at  Lansingburgh,  on  the  10th  inst. ' — 10th  Febru- 
ary, 1821— '-Abijah  Fitch,  merchant,  to  Miss  Laura  Kelson." 

.ELOPEMENTS. 

Legal  divorces  were  not  then  so  common  as  now,  yet  volun- 
tur  separr.jpns  were  frequent,  and  came  to  the  public  notice 
in  such  ".  ids"  as  this : 

"'"Whereas,  my  wife,  Sabiina,  having  left  my  bed  and  board,'' 
&.C.,  and  ''kil-cn  her  led  villi  her,  this  is  therefore  to  forbid,"  &c. 

Sabrina  could  not  patiently  endure  this,  so  she  replies  that 
her  lord  had  no  beii,  that  it  was  hers,  and  ns  fi->r  board,  if  any 
she  had,  it  was  supplied  by  herself ;  th-^nfore,  she  proposed  for 
the  future,  to  look  out  for  No.  1,  and  let  her  lord  shift  for 
himself. 

Nor  were  such  trouliles  confined  to  tlie  lower  or  common 
walks  of  life,  "'ut  reached  even  the  King  of  England  himself, 
and,  for  years,  the  press  is  filled  with  his  efforts  to  divorce  his 
GermAn  queen,  Caroline,  and  tlie  details  are  as  scandalous  as 
those  with  which,  in  u  conspicuous  case,  our  own  press  has 
lately  abounded. 
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SLAVERY  IX    AUBUKX. 

To  the  men  of .  today,  such  notices  as  t'.ie  follovy-ing  are 
•..bserved  with  miroh  curiosity. 

FOK    SALE. 

A  Colored  Bo'i:,  who  has  seven  years  to  serve,  &c.,  kc. 
Also, 

A  Colored  Gip.l,  with  full  description.  Several  such  notices 
are  seen,  but  the  advertisers,  as  if  ashamed  to  appear  in  the 
disrepuiable  connection,  do  not  give  their  names,  but  refer  to 
the  "  printer "'  for  particulars. 

indented  apprentices. 
The  changed   relation  between    employer  and  employee  is 
frequently  sho^vn  by  the  picture  of  a  boy,  slouchily  clad,  trudg- 
ing off  with  his  bundle,  and  the  notice, 

"RAN    AWAY. 

"An  Indented  Apprentice  Boy,"  oHering  a  reward  for  his 
return,  &c. 

TRANSPORTATION    IN    1816. 

The  vil^  ge  -"'f  Auburn,  at  that  date,  bousrht  a  fire  engine  in 
New  York, '  hich  was  stopped  by  the  ice  at  Ncwburg.  A  local 
notice  adds"  "A  team  has  been  sent  for  it,  and  its  return  may 
be  looked  for  in  about  15  days !" 

l<'reights  were  then  moved,  not  onl}-  very  slowly,  but  at  an 
enormous  cost.  The  time  between  Philadelphia  and  Pitt.sburg 
was  then  IC  days,  and  the  cost  $120  per  ton — more  than  fifty 
times  the  present  cost! 

great   VARIATION   OF    PRICES 

"Was  therefore  found  as  we  receded  from  tlie  sea-board,  produce 
in  the  interior  '•eing  very  low,  and  manufactured  articles  very 
high.  jVt  one  tiiric  Hour  v.-as  quoted  in  New  York  city  at  $12 
a  barrel,  yet  ',)t  Mai'ielta,  0.,  a  school  book  costing  in  New 
England  but  a  dollar  and  a  half,  could  be  readily  exchanged 
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for  a  barrel  of  flour  !  and  wheat,  at  the  latter  place,  was  very 
difilcult  of  sale,  it  beinj^  sold  at  25  cents,  and  in  some  instances 
even  as  low  as  121  cents  per  bushel !     Here  and  at  Moitville, 

«it  was  sold  as  low  as  63  cents  per  bushel. 

Of  course  a  canal  was  needed  or  some  means  of  bringing  neces- 
sary articles  from  one  portion  of  the  coun.try  to  another.  Hence 
the  project  of  the  Grand  Erie  Canal.  For  years  the  journals 
were  filled  with  a  very  lively  discussion  of  the  great  question, 

, -culminating  favorably  to  the  mensure,  and  in  its  final  comple- 
tion in  1S25. 

It  was  however  a  bold  undertaking  for  the  time,  and  its 
conipletion  was  hailed  with  enlliusia^tic  rejoicings.  The  event 
was  generally  celebrated  in  this  vicinity  and  eb~ewhere.  A 
single  toast  given  on  the  occasion  at  Port  Byron,  will  show  the 
drift  of  the  popular  sentiment.  By  James  Luckey,  Esq.,  "  The 
Big  Ditch.  At  its  commencernent  it  was  looked  upon  by  its 
friends  with  fear,  and  by  its  foes  as  an  impossibility,  but  fear 
iias  been  lost  in  joy,  and  impossibi.'ties  havc;  been  overcome; 
the  work  is  completed,  and  it  is  ouj's  to  rejoice  '  with  exceeding 
joy-' " 

OLD   TIME   SrCEI). 

"The  fast  sailing  ship,  'South  Boston,'  anchored  off  our  har- 
bor in  80  days  from  Liverpool !" — Churlcdton,  February,  22, 
1822. 

POST    KIDEILS, 

At  this  time,  bore  the  mails  to  th.c  countiy  towns  of  this  county 
on  horse  back,  and  the  pictured  speed  of  their  flying  coursers, 
illy  eom^'ared  with  the  plodding  gait  with  which  they  traversed 
their  rugged  routes. 

FIRE    OIU'KN-AN'CE. 

On  .  anuary  20,  1S17,  we  read  :  ''It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  and  Trustees  of  the  village,  to  rep.iir  to  where  the 
fire  1^.  «  *  *  The  President  shall  wear  a  %vhite  belt  around 
his  body,  a  white  badge  upon  his  hut,  and  carry  a  speaking 
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irumpetv"     -     *     *     "Each  trustee  shall    wear  a  white  belt 
around  his  bodj,  and  cavrv  a  white  cane.'' 

AS   TO   FIRE   BUCKf:i.-?, 

*  *  ^'  Every  store,  office,  dwelling  uud  mechanic  shop  shall 
be  suppliel  wi^tji  leather  lire  buckets,  with  the  owner's  name 
printed  thereon.''  The  number  of  backets  to  each  store,  &c., 
averaged  one  to  every  two  fire  places. 

AUBUKX    ox   A    TKUXK    L!XE. 

At  that  time  Auburn  was  on  the  main  thoroughfare  to  the 
"  Western  Country,"  as  all  west  of  Utica  was  then  called,  and 
Eastern  travellers,  bound  thTther,  passed  through  it  We  see 
notices  of  the  arrival  here  of  Go\-.  DeWitt  Clinton,  Stephen 
VanEenssfllaer  and  other  dignitaries, 

DEARTH    OF   NEWS. 

"  We  have  received  no  news,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  since 
our  last  issue." — Cay.  lifp.  ifarcli  23,  1S21.  What  would  this 
generation  do,  if  destit'jte  of  news  for  an  entire  week  ? 

OFFICIAL   SALARIES. 

In  1817  the  official  salaries  of  the  state  of  Indiana  were  fixed 
as  follows :  Governor,  $1,000 ;  Secretary  of  State,  .$100  ;  Audi- 
tor, $100;  Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  $700;  Members  of  the 
Legislatui'c,  $2  per  d;iy. — There  were  then  no  .salaries  of  from 
$25,000  to  $75,000  paid  to  insurance,  or  any  other  local  officials. 

LOCAL  cuAR(;::s, 

In  ISIS  Miss  Bennett,  now  the  venerable  Mrs.  Dr.  Clary, 
charged  for  tuition,  board,  lodging,  vrashing,  lirc-wooil  and  can- 
dles, less  thar  $2.50  per  week  ;  and  at  Hamilton  College  board 
then  was  but  $1  75  per  week.  In  the  country  aiid  rural  vil- 
lages $1.50  per,  week.  But  such  boarders  did  not  have  finely 
furnished  room?,  spring  beds  nor  carjiets. 
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BARTER 

Was  at  this  lime  very  generally  practiced  by  our  dealers;  the 
products  of  the  farm  being  exchanged  for  tlie  gooils  of  the 
merchant  or  the  ntws  of  the  printer.  Notice  the  following  from 
, one  of  our  local  newspaper  offices:  "  Wanted,  at  this  ofBce, 
on  newspaper  accounts,  wood,  butter,  cheese,  lard,  wheat,  corn, 
oats,  r^-e,  feathers  and  flax."  Eggs  and  potatoes  must  have 
been  overlooked. 

IMPUISOXilEXT   FOR   DEBT 

Was  common  at  this  time,  and  efrorts  were  making  to  repeal 
the  law.  Men  "on  the  limits"  found  work  in  the  village. 
We  see  a  notice  of  the  death  of  a  victim  of  that  barbarous  sta- 
tute, of  the  name  of  Matthew  McKinnie,  vrho  had  been  confined 
for  thirty  years  in  the  jail  at  Orange  and  Ulster  Go's  for  the 
non-payment  of  a  debt. 

CHANGE    OF   NA1IE3. 

From  forty  to  seventy  j-ears  ago,  wc  had  Taverns  and  Inns 
and  Houses,  "for  the  entertainment  of  man  and  beast,"  but  no 
"Hotejw,'  so  we  had  "Meeting  Houses,'"  but,  with  a  single 
exception,  no-"  Churches."  Our  people,  generally,  at  that  time 
went  to  "  meeting,"  not  to  church. 

TEMPERANCE   THEN   AND   NOW. 

A  venerable  citizen,  who,  for  half  a  century,  has  been  a  firm 
friend  of  temperance,  at  that  time,  in  an  advertisement,  invited 
''Tavern  koe]iers  to  examine  his  li(juors,  which  he  will  warrant 
to  be  of  the  lirst  quality." — lS'2o. 

LOTTERY    TICKET.^. 

The  sale  of  lotter}'  tickets  was  then  regarded  as  all  right,  and 
were  laigely  dealt  in  by  such  reputable  genilem;ui  ns  Thomas 
M   Skinner,  U.  F.  Doubleda\-  and,  later,  John  11.  Chedell. 

CHANGE    OF   ORTHOGRAPHY. 

The  old  journals  added  a  k  to  music  and  similar  words,  and 
./< 
u  in  honor,  c^'C 
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A    GREEN'   SHERIFF. 

The  Sheriff  then,  ns  iiovr,  was  prominent  in  the  ]jress,  ami 
seei.-5  frequentlj;  ^'  A  Green,  Si'^en'/f,"  reminds  one  of  a  student 
wbo  once  parsed  that  word.  The  lesson  was  the  Sheriff's 
advertisement,  Ifnd  when  the  name  was  reached,  gree7i  was 
called  an  adjSctive,  qualifying  Sheriff,  and  the  political  oppo- 
nent,s  of  the  ejentlemaii  insisted  tliat  the  bov  was  riirht. 

OLD   SUPEPwSTITIOX. 

Ilenry.Oliphant,  for  many  years  and  before  tlie  era  of  patent 
mendicine  almanack-;,  printed  The  Farmers'  Almanack,  which 
though  not  as  famous  as  poor  Richard's,  was  still  very  popular, 
and  thousands  were  annually  sold  by  agents  throughout  the 
state.  It  had  contained  the  weather  predictions,  as  "Look  out 
for  rain  about  these  days,"  &c.  One  year,  however,  that  was 
accidently  omitted  and  that  year's  issue  came  back  to  him 
unsold.  The  Farmers'  Almanack  vyas  then  the  "  Weather 
Bureau'  to  the  average  farmer,  and  its  predictions  his  guide, 
"Old  Probf  ^  llities"  today  has  taken  its  place. 

*  ANTI-MASt'NTTY. 

If  the  young  men  of  today  would  look  over  the  journals 
from  1827  to  1837,  they  will  find  a  minute  view  of  the  great 
excitement  tlirougout  the  state,  which,  daring  those  3'ears,  was 
produced  by  Anti-masonry.  They  will,  I  am  confident,  be 
both  sui'priscd  and  interested  to  find  that  they  Icnow  so  little 
of  what,  at  that  time,  so  deeplv  convulsed  tlie  jioiiular  mind. 
To  those  even  of  my  age,  who  were  then  ohl  f  n< rngb  to  see  and 
feel  the  great  popular  commotion — to  sii^-li  even  a  rapid  review 
of  the  great  movement,  brii.gs  it  to  mind  with  siu'firising  force, 
and  the  winder  is,  tlmt  such  intense  and  wid<.'(y  prevailing 
e.xciteinent  as  then  sw.ayed  the  ])e.)])le,  should  so  far  liave  died 
out  that  the  present  generation  liarJly  know  that  it  ever  existed. 
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I'KESS    APnOKlSMS. 

The  old  pre?5  quite  j/cnci-;illy  placed  beneath  its  titles,  and 
princif'e  departments,  ter.-e  and  expressive  sentences  from  the 
^classics  and  old  philosophers,  thus,  under  the  title,  this.:  . 
,_,  "  Reason  is  mans  distinguii<liiiig  attribute,  the  freedom  of  sj)ecch 
Ids  unaliaxalile  birthrijlit,  the  Uherti/  of  the  press  his  irnjjre'jnaule 
-sofegttardy 

Under  the  editorial  head  tins  : 

•  "  Here  shall  the  press  the  people's  rights  maintain 

Unawed  by  influence  and  unbribed  by  gain. 
Here  patriot  truth  her  glorious  precepts  draw, 
Pledged  to  religion,  liberty  and  law." 

Under  marriages  tLis: 

"  And  happy  they,  the  happiest  of  their  kind, 
Whom  gentle  stars  unite,  and  in  one  fate 
Their  hearts,  their  fortunes  and  their  lieing  blend." 

Under  obituaries  this: 

"  To  morrow  shall  the  traveller  come — he  that  saw  Die  in  the 
-days  of  my  strength. — His  eyes,  shall  search  the  field,  but  tuey 
'shall  Ipok  in  vain  for  me!" 

Tnder  light  reading  this  : 

"Ii;  is  well  to  laugh  at  any  rate,  and  if  a  straw  can  tickle  a 
man,  it  is  an  instrument  of  pleasure." 

These  incidents  of  the  old  press  and  time,  might  be  indeti- 
nitely  extended,  but  my  limits  arc  already  much  exceeded,  and 
vour  patience  equally  o\'crtaxcd. 


EARLY  MODES  OF   TRAVEL  AND 
<■     TRANSPORTATION. 


A  Paper  read  kefore  thk  Cayuga  Couniv  IIisroRiCAt.  Sociktv, 
January  S,  1S7S, 


BY    T.  LEWIS  GRANT. 


THE    EARLY    DIODES    OF    TRAVEL    AND 
TRAxXSPORTATIOX. 


Mr.    Presi'I'-nt,    Ladi'rx   and    Gcntkmca    of  the  Caviiga    County 
Historical  Sjcittij  : 

It  is  with  feelings  nearly  allied  to  reluctance  tliat  I  attempt 
at  t!i3  pi'csent  time  to  interest  3'ou  b3-  the  reading  of  a  paper 
upon,  "  The  early  modes  of  travel  and  transportation  in  Cayuga 
County."  My  apology  is  therefore  due,  not  that  I  find  insulH- 
cient  matter  within  the  limit  of  the  county  to  form  the  basis  of 
a  paper. .upon  the  subject,  but,  rather  from  the  fact  of  my 
inability  to  confine  myself  strictly  within  those  limits  and  give 
you  a  paper  ti-uly  historical,  that  would  merit  your  attention 
or  be  at  all  satisfactory  to  myself. 

In  pursuing  the  study  of  this  subject,  I  have  found  the 
history  of  travel  and  transpor'ition  in  Cayuga  County  so  iiiti" 
mately  interwoven  wjth  that  of  her  sister  counties,  the  whole 
state,  and  in  some  instances  our  neighboring  states,  that  I  have 
necessarily  trespassed  upon  ground  outside  of  our  own  county. 

''.'he  earliest  record  I  find  of  a  public  mode  of  transportation 
from  the  east  to  the  west  through  Cayuga  County  is  in  the 
year  1791,  and  that  by  water  from  Schenectady  to  Seneca  Lake. 

In  that  year  a  coiiipiiny  was  formed  and  duly  incorporated 
b}'  an  act  of  the  legislature,  called  the  "Western  Inland  Lock 
and  Navigation  Company.  The  object  of  this  company  was 
to  improve  the  facilities  for  transportation  of  goods  and  produce 
and  settled  effects  between  the  then  growing  west  and  the  east 
and  this  company  undertook  to  open  a  route  by  water  from 
Sclienectaily  to  Seneca  Lake. 

The  condition  of  the  route  although  it  had  b?cn  known 
and  used  by  the  Indians  for  ages  and  also  in  later  times  by  the 
I, 
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pioneers  in  their  journeys  to  the  west,  we  find  at  this  time  to 
have  been  as  follows  : 

On  account  of  the  long  distance  around,  and  the  difficulties 
a'ttcri  ling  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Moliawk 
between  Albany  and  Schcnctady,jthe  %Tnter  was  abandoned, 
and  land  route,  sixteen  miles,  adopted  between  those  two 
places. 
X  On  the  Mohawk  from  Sehenect;idy  to  Little  Falls  a,  dis- 
tance of  fifty-six  miles,  no  serious  obstructions  were  found.  The 
stream  was  broad  and  in  many  places  deep  with  an  easy  cur- 
rent and  a  smooth  and  unruflled  surface. 

Arriving  at  Little  Falls  a  carry  or  portage  became  unavoid- 
able. Light  boats  and  canoes  were  carried  by  hand,  while  the 
heavy  boats  and  batteaux  were  drawn  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
around  the  falls  hy  ox  teams  over  a  difliciilt  and  rocky  path- 
way. 

The  boats  or  batteaux  used  in  these  earl}^  days  were  gener- 
ally from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  length  and  four  to  six  feet 
broad,  flat  bottomed  and  of  light  draft. 

Upon  the  uppen'edge,  and  upon  both  sides  of  those  boats 
ran  a  wale  or  plank  their  entire  length,  ujion  \vhich  the  boat- 
men, whose  power  alone  propelled  the  craft,  could  walk. 

The  mode  when  moving  against  the  current  was  to  })lace  one 
end  of  a  pole  upon  the  bottom  of  the  stream  and  the  other  against 
their  shoulder,  and  then  by  pushing,  the  boat  would  glide 
along  under  their  feet,  while  they  walked  its  length,  much  the 
same  as  a  treadmill  is  nioved  by  the  animal  propelling  it. 

After  iiassing  Little  Falls  tlic  next  obstruction  to  free  navi- 
gation was  the  shoals  or  rapids,  at  German  Flats,  as  they  were 
then  called,  now  Herkimer. 

From  the  latter  place  to  L^tica  an  easy  passage  was  found. 

B'rom  Utica  to  Rome,  however,  the  river  was  more  shallow 
and  was  obstructed  by  logs  and  trees  felled  into  it,  by  settlers 
as  a  more  expeditious  manner  to  di.-^pose  of  them  than  to  burn 
them. II 
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At  Rome  or  Fort  Stanwix  as  it  ■vvas  then  known,  o.  carry  was 
nt-ceysary  to  reach  Wood  creek,  a  small  stream,  \vhic4i  instead 
of  eniptying  into  tlie  Mohawk,  less  than  two  rniles  distant, 
with  an  elevation  of  land  of  onl}'  two  feet  between  them,  it 
flowed  by  a 'circuitous  route  of  nearly  thirty  miles  into  Oneida 
Lake,  and  thence  by  the  Oswego  river  into  Lake  Ontario. 

The  portage  at  Fort  Stanwix  was  called  by  tlie  Indians  De-o- 
wajii-sta,  the  place  where  canoes  were  carried  from  one  stream 
to  another. 

Through  Wood  Creek  therefore,  and  Oneida  Lake,  lay  the 
route  of  these  batteaux,  by  which  they  reached  the  Oswego 
river,  thence  into  Seneca  river,  passing  Montezuma  which  was  i 

the  stopping  place  for  Cayuga  County,  and  pursuing  the  course  i 

of    that  river  in   its  windings  and   tlii'ough   the  marshes  into  I 

Canadaigua  creek  which,  being  followed,  would  bring  them  to  j 

Senecr'.  Falls,   to  find  tho  last  obstruction  in  the  pa;-sage  to  i 

Seneca  Lake.  ,.  ; 

In  this  condition  of  navigation  through  central  Iscw  York, 
a  batteaux  could  with  ditlieulty  transport,  with  a  crew  of  these  ; 

men,   betwfj>^'i    Schenectady   and    Seneca   Lake,  in   fifteen  to  i 

twenty  days,  one  and  a    lalf  tons  of  goods.  ; 

!klany  pioneer  settlers  reached  their  chosen  lands  for  settle-  j 

ment,  in  the  summer  season  in  small  boats  or  canoes  containintr 

...  1 

their   family  and   effects,  over   this   lorig  and   tedious   route.  i 

Others  came  in  win'er,  upon  rude  sled>  drawn  by  oxen  through  i 

the  wilderness  over  the  n.-irrowly  cut  out  roads,  with  little  else  ! 

than  the  cutting  dt)ne  upon  them,  and  in  many  places  nothing  • 

but  Indian   trails  or  bla.^ed  trees  to  guide  them   through   the 

forest 

The  W^estern  Inland  Lock  k,  Navigation  Compan}''  pursued 

a  vig'jrous  policy  and  in  two  or  three  years  constructed  locks 

at  Little  Falls,  some  of   v.'hich  are  still  visible,  improved  the 

condition  of   the- river  at  German  Flats,  removed  obstruction 

between   Utica  and  I'lonie,  built  a  canal  at  the  latter  place  to 
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connect  tlie  Mohiiwk  and  Wood  Creek,  and  shortened  the  dis- 
tance to  Oneida  Lake,  by  straightening  Wood  Creek  nearly  one- 
half,  so  that  enlarged  boats  with  live  men  could  transport 
between  the  extreme  terminal  points  of  their  improved  naviga- 
tion, twelve  tons  in  ten  days. 

These  limited  imr)r()vements  were  said  to  have  doubled  the 
value  of  the  lands  lying  contiguous  to  their  line  of  inland  navi- 
gation. For  many  years  this  was  the  popular  route  to  the  west 
through  Cayuga  County. 

The  success  of  this  enterprise  had  its  effect,  together  with 
the  increase  of  population,  and  the  cxteuted  area  of  cultivation, 
in  the  ultimate  construction  of  the  Grand  Canal,  vrhich  became 
daily  more  and  more  apparent,  a  public  necessiiv. 

In  Augu-:t,  1816,  the  Grand  Cmnl  project  had  been  so  fully 
discussed,  and  so  ■vvcll  understood,  that  vre  find  records  of 
favorable  legislation  and  a  conimission  duly  appointed  to  cause 
books  of  subscription  to  be  opened  at  various  points  along  the 
line,  to  solicit   donations   of    laud    or    money,  to   aid    in   its  \ 

construction.  j 

A  committee  for   this  j)urpose,  in    the  village    of    Auburn  | 

consisted  of  ti.  following  natned  gentlemen,  viz:  Joseph  Colt, 
Elijah  Miller,  and  John  Earing. 

The  woric  was  at  length  commenced  and  the  first  spade  in  its 
construction  was  thrust  into  the  ground  at  Rome  near  the  old  f 

United    States  arsenal  by  the  lion.  Joshua    Hathaway.     The  i 

receipts  of  aid  ffV  its  construction,  by  donation,  were  however  I 

insufhcieut  for  the  proper   prosecution    of    the  work,  and  an  | 

application  was   presented   to   congress,  pra\-ing   for   aid,  but  \ 

President  ilonroe  expressed  it  as  his  settled  conviction  that  \ 

congress  did  not  possess  a  constitutional  right  to  appropriate  ' 

money  for  internal  improvements. 

This  decision  of  the  president  was  a  great  disappointment  to  | 

the  frientls  of  the  project,  and  drew  from  a  resident  of  Auburn  \ 

the  following  words,  which  should  be  printed  in  letters  of  gold 
and  treasured  in'  the  archives  of  the  Empire  State; 
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"li  Mr.  iroiiroe  think?,  tliat  by  his  refusing  any  assistance 
"  to  the  people  of  tlii.s  state,  in  the  execution  of  the  grand 
"project  which  is  now  in  the  full  title  of  successful  experiment, 
"  he  can  damp  the  ardor  of  the  people,  he  is  greatly  mistaken, 
"  and  every,  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  discourage  their 
"operations,  will  but  stimulate  them  to  still  greater  exei-tions. 
"Eich  Ml  population  and  resources,  united  by  ties  of  common 
"  interest,  commanding  the  internal  commerce  of  a  vast  and 
"  ferule  region — New  York — single  and  alone,  has  breasted 
"herself  to  the  mighty  work.  She  will  triumph  in  its  accom- 
"  plislimeut — and  the  glory  will  be  her  own."  So  spake  and 
wrote  Thomas  M.  Skinner,  who  still  lives  an  honored  resident 
of  our  beautiful  city. 

In  July,  1S20,  the  Grand  Canal  had  been  so  far  completed 
as  to  allow  boats  to  run  between  Monte;junia  and  Utica  three 
times  a  week,  taking  two  days  for  the  tri]),  the  fare  four  dollars. 
Stages  were  found  in  wailing  at  the  principal  places  on  the 
can.al  to  convey  passengers  to  villages  on  the  turnpike. 

The  locks  at  Little  Falls  were  completed  and  the  water  let 
into  the  canal,  on  the  ISth  of  November,  1821,  which  extended 
the  trip  of  tl:''  'jacket  boats  from  Montezuma  to  Schnectady. 

On  tlio  29th  day  of  September,  1S25,  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Auburn  was  held  at  the  Western  Exchange  Tavern, 
kept  by  Holt  &  Curtis,  with  Dr.  Erastus  Humphrey  in  the 
chair  and  ^Yilliam  H.  Se%Yard,  secretary.  That  meeting  passed 
the  follov,  iiig  resolution  : 

liesolved,  That  we  hail  with  great  satisfaction  the  approach- 
ing completion  of  the  P^rie  Canal,  the  most  sple)t'lid  v:nrl:  of 
internal  improvement  undertaken  in  any  country,  and  that  we  will 
heartily  concur  with  our  fellow  citizens  in  other  parts  of  the 
state,  in  celebrating  the  same. 

lifsoh-ed,  That  Jno.  W.  Hulburt,  Elijah  Miller,  Erastus 
Humphrc}',  S.  W.  Hughes  and  G.  Ash  Gamage,  Esqrs.,  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  correspond  with  other  committees 
and  repoit  at  a  future  meeting. 
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The  final  completion  was  in  October,  1825,  which  was  duly 
celebrated  at  the  principal  places  along  its  entire  length. 
^  The  celebration  for  Caynga  County  was  at  Port  Byron  on 
tlie  27t]i  day  of  the  month.  Auburn  was  fully  represented  by 
her, ablest  and  best  men.  .^lyron  C.  Reed  of  Auburn  in  the 
chair  as  vice-president  of  the  day,  and  who  addressed  the 
a.ssemblage.  On  this  festive  occasion  an  ox  was  roasted  wliole, 
toasts  and  speeches  and  the  firing  of  cannon,  were  amongst  the 
demonstrations  of  general  joy.  ":•■,--,,(■-  .'.  ^-  .-     •■.  -  . 

Port  Byrou  and  Weed  Basin  vied  with  each  other  many 
years  as  to  which  should  be  considered  the  landing  place  or 
port  of  entj-y  for  the  village  of  Auburn.  Stages  were  placed 
upon  both  routes  to  connect  with  the  packet  boats.  Ileavy 
public  wagons  to  transport  merchandise  and  products  between 
Auburn  and  t!ie  canal,  formed  a  business  for  a  large  number  of 
persons  many  years. 

Uncle  "Xat"  Williams  was  one  of  the  favored  and  favorite 
of  those  hard  working  teamster.s.  This  was  Auburn's  outlet 
for  passengers  and  property  except  by  the  lines  of  stages  of 
which  I  shall  speak  directly,  for  nearly  fourteen  years. 

The  nads  through  our  county  when  first  cut  through  the 
forest,  iodowed  as  closely  as  practicable,  the  old  Indian^'trails, 
and  in  179u  and  1791,  a  party  of  emigrants  under  the  direction 
of  General  Wadswortb,  imin-oved  the  road  through  the  wilder. 
ncss,  between  Whitestowa  and  Canandaigua. 

In  1707  a  lav.-  was  passed  authorizing  the  raising  of  $15,000 
by  lotteries  to  impro\-e  the  various  roads  of  the  state,  and  the 
sum  of  $2,200  out  of  that  fund  v.-as  appropriated  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  great  Genesee  road. 

The  great  Gcnp.-ee  road  through  Cayuga  County  was  substan- 
tially the  old  road  from  Skaneateles  or  Mottville  by  Franklin 
street  to  Auburn  and  thence  nearly  on  the  line  of  West  Genesee 
street,  to  Cayug.a  ferry  about  one  mile  noi-th  of  the  present 
village  of   Cayuga.      In   that   same   year,    17'J7,  the   Cayuga 

h 
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P) ridge  Company  was  incorporated  called  the  Manhattan  Com- 
pany, consi.-ling  oC  Jonn  Harris,  Thomas  ilonis,  Wilhelmus 
Myndcrse,  Chr.rles  Williamson,  and  Joseph  Annin,  the  latter, 
slieriil  of'Caj-uga  County  in  lyOO,  the  year  of  the  completion 
of  the  bridge.  The  cost  of  the  first  bridge  was  $25,000,  and 
the  total  -length  of  it  one  mile  and  eight  rods. 

In  the  year  ISOO.  an  act  passed  the  legislature  incorporating 
the  Seneca  Koad  or  Turnpike  Company.  This  road  as  cited 
on  th-B  act  w"a=;  to  ran  between  the  house  of  John  House,  in 
the  village  of  Utica  and  the  Court  House  in  Canandaigna,  sub- 
stantially coveiing  the  ground  of  the  great  Genesee  road. 

The  trustees  >of  this  company  ^v-ere  Charles  Williamson, 
Benjamin  Walker,  Jedediah  Sanger,  and  Israel  Chapin. 

The  act  required  the  I'oad  to  be  six  rods  in  width  and 
twenty  feet  of  it  in  the  center  to  be  covered  with  broken  stone- 
or  gravel  to  the  depth  of  fifteen  inches.  Toll  gates  were  to  be 
ten  miles  from  each  other,  and  the  toll  for  a  two  horse  vehicle 
twelve  and  a  half  cents:  four  horse  twentj'-five  cents.  IsO' 
person  passing  to  or  from  public  worship  on  Sunday,  going  tcv 
their  commr  labor  on  their  farms  with  their  cattle  or  teaiiis, 
carrying  firewood,  going  to  or  returning  from  mill,  for  the 
giinding  hi  grains  for  family  use,  going  to  or  returning  from 
any  funeral,  shall  pay  any  toll  in  the  town  in  which  they 
reside. 

The  Cherry  Valley  turnpike  was  also  laid  out  in  the  year 
1800,  -which  ran  from  Cherry  Valley  in  Otsego  County  to  tlic 
outlet  of  Skaneateles  lake,  there  to  connect  with  the  giv-:'.". 
Seneca  Turnpike  to  the  west. 

An  act  passed  the  legislature  in  March  1804,  giving  Jason^ 
Parker  and  Levi  Stevcn.s  the  exclusive  right  to  run  staire- 
wagons  for  seven  j-ears  on  this  ne-w  turnpike,  between  Utica 
and  Canandaigua.  This  was  the  first  line  of  stages  that  ever 
ran  through  Cayuga  County. 

The  number  of  -j-iassengers  in  each  wagon  was  limited  by  law 
to  seven  adults,  and  the  stages  made  two  trips  per  week,     lu 


93  THE    EAI!LY    MODES    OF  .1 

1S05,  the  year  follo^ving,  a  line  Avas  extended  eastward  from  | 

Ulica,   by  Mr.  John  VoA,  who  fitted  up  tliree  stage  boats  or  i 

batleaux  with  seats  and  oil-cloth  covering.     These  boats  ran  to  ! 

'Schenectady  assisted  by  the  current  ol:  the  river,   and  were  | 

brought   back   by    men    with   jioles    as    has   been    heretofore  ? 

•  described.  | 

The  surplus  product  of  the  county  and  the  merchandise  used,  j 

were  often  taken  to  and  from  Albany  by  teams  over  .the  new  | 

and  imperfect  roads  of  the  day.     These  long  journeys  consum-  | 

ing  m.ore  than  a  week's  time  were  however,  not  witliout  interest.  | 

A  nei^ihborhood  of  farmers  would  set  out  together,  with  loads,  i 

assisting  each  other  as  occasion  required,  over  hard  roads,  and  I 

lieavy  inclines,  congregating  at  noontime,  by  the  side  of  sofne  \ 

sliaded  stream  or  babbling  spring  to  bait  their  teams  and  enjoy  \ 

tlieir  lancheon,  and  at  nii^ht  to  assemble  at  ti;e  wayside  inns  of  ? 

the  period  to  enjoy  the  hospitalities  of  mine  host.  '  i 

In  1801',  Mr.  Is    c  Sherwood  of    Skaneateles  became   the  | 

partner  of  ilr.  Jason  Parker  of  Utica,  in  the  stage  lines  through  | 

this  county  carrying  the  United  States  Mail.  i 

In  1S"16  a  line  of  stages  left  Canandaigua  and  Utica  every  | 

weeki''._7  to  run  through  in  thirty-six  hours.     The  jiroprietors  j 

of  this  line  were  Thomas  Powell,  Jason  Parker,  I.  Whitmore, 
A.iron  Thorp  and  Isaac  Sherwood  &  Co. 

In  connection  with  this  line  of  stages  another  company  ran 
east  from  Utica,  a  tri-weekly  line  for  Albany. 

The  parties  above  mentioned  constituted  the  pro])rietoi'3  of 
what  is  familiarly  known  as  the  Old  Line  }i[ail,  upon  this  grow- 
ing thoroughfare,  and  v.dio  inainlaincil  undisputed  and  unmo- 
lested occu]:)ation  and  contr*.)]  uji  to  the  year  1828,  nearly  or 
quite  twelve  years  when  the  Pioneer  Line,  in  opposition,  was 
placed  upon  the  route. 

The  history  of  this  bitter  opiicsition  is  not  v.lthout  interest, 
and  I  here  briefly  submit  a  portion  of  it.  The  jiublic  mind  in 
the  year  1828,  was  unusually  excited,  and  disturbed  the  tarilL' 


i 


r  TRAVKL   AND   TRANSI'ORTATIOX.  99 

question,  the  temperance  question,  and  political  antimasonry, 
.^wcjit  through  the  country  like  a  ^vhirhvinc!,  and  that  was  pro- 
hably  one  of  the  most  vindictive  seasons  of  political  warfare, 
ever  known  to  the  state. 

Daring  this  season  of  excitement,  the  question  of  a  more 
strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  was  another  Itieme  for  discus- 
sion in  the  streets,  debate  upon  tlie  platform,  and  discourse 
from  the  pulpit.  Public  journals  espoused  the  cause — some 
for  it  and  others  a^crainst  the  wisdom  of  the  course  pursued  by 
its  advocates  ;  public  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  coun- 
try and  a  call  for  a  convention  was  made  to  be  held  in  Auburn, 
on  the  13th  o-f  February,  1828,  at  which  Iwenty-two  delegates 
appeared.  .  A  few  of  those  delegates  had  been  engaged  iu  stage 
business,  and  the  remainder  known  as  men  of  extraordinary 
zeal  in  matters  of  religion. 

The  citizens  of  the  vilhige  were  astonished  to  find  as  the 
result  of  l'"^  deliberations  of  this  body,  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  establish  a  line  of  stages  from  Albany  to 
Buffalo,  jich  should  travel  six  da3"s  in  the  week  only;  to 
which  line  of  stages  the  persons  present,  as  members  of  the 
convention"  and  as  individuals,  pledged  thclv  patroria^/e,  supporf, 
injhi.ence  and  exertion,  declaring  it  to  be  the  cause  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  it  must  prevail. 

The  commissioners  so  appointed  were  John  T.  Norton, 
of  Albany;  Jonathan  Crane,  Schenectady ;  Elizur  Goodrich, 
Abram  Varick,  and  Edward  Vernon,  Uticn  ;  William  Brown, 
of  Auburn;  William  Tillman,  Geneva:  IT.  W.  Taylor  and 
^Va!ter  Ilubbell,  of  Ciinandaigua;  A  Ciianipion,  William  Atkin- 
son, Josiah  Bissell,  of  Hochester;  and  Tbaddeus  Joy,  of  Buf- 
falo. A  convention  was  also  held  in  tiie  city  of  New  York,  at 
which  two  hundred  ami  ilfty  delegates  were  present,  two-thirds 
of  whom  were  clei'gvmen. 

Tiiis  convention  formed  and  organized  a  grand  national 
society  for  promoting  the  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbatli, 
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based  upon  the  principle  of  requiriiig  from  each  member,  a 
J'.cdge  10  M-nimg  to   patronize  tliose  lines  of   conveyance  by 
•stag'-j,  steamboats  and  canal  boats,  which  travel  six  days  in 
the  \feek  only,  to  the  seclusion  of  all  others. 

Subscriptions  were  circulated  through  the  state  and  larc^e 
sums  of  money  raised  for  a  new  line  of  stages  between  Albany 
and  Buffalo,  to  be  called  the  Pioneer  Line,  which  was  in  due 
time  placed  upon  tlie  route,  not,  however,  before  offers  were 
made  by  tbe  proprietors  of  the  old  lines,  to  sell  out  their  entire 
stage  property,  and  retire  from  the  business,  leaving  the  field 
open  to  the  new  line,  but  their  ofler  was  rejected  and  tbe 
gauntlel  thrown  dowji  for  the  terrible  stage  war  that  followed 
The  old  line  proprietors  consisted  of  the  followinc^  parties  viz  ■ 
Jason  Parkei-,  A.  Shepard,  S.  D.  Childs,  and  S.  S.  Faxton,  of 
Utica:  Isaac  Riierwood,  of  Skaneateles ;  J.  }J.  Sherwood,' of 
Auburn;  C.  II.  Coe,  of  Canandaigua ;  Adams  &  Blinn'  of 
Rochester  B.  D.  Coe,  of  BulTalo ;  E.  Phillips,  of  Syracuse  • 
o.  Goodwm  Madison;  William  Storey,  Cherry  Valley  A«a 
Sprague,  of  Sehe.nectady ;  and  A.  Thorpe  of  Albany. 

Auburn  was  the  grand  central  battle  ground  for  the  rivals 
for  dunng  the  ten  preceding  years,  lines  of  sta-es  bad  beeri 
placed  upon  the  new  and  improved   lateral  roacls   leadincr  to  ' 
Homer,  Ithaca,  Levanna  and  Anrora,  as  well   as  to  Osw°ec^o 
ana  other  points  in  tlie  northern  part  of  the  county,  so  that 
here  a  large  amount  of   travel  concentrated    to  take  pas^^a-e 
ea..t  and  west  by  the  through  lines.     The  Pioneer  Line  interest 
obtained  control    of   the  Western  Exchamre   Hotel,  the,best 
then  in  the  village,  and  hoped  by  refusal  to  accommodate  old 
Ime  passengers  and  by  turning  Sherwood's  horses  from  their 
stables  into  the  street,  to  steal  the  march  upon  th.ir  rivals       1 
few  days,  however,  sufficed  to  fit  up  the  brick  block  standin- 
upon  the  north  side  of  Genesee  street,  opposite  the  old  Bank 
of  Auburn,  as  a  hotel,  which  was  ooened  by  John  H.  Bacon 
and  Thompson  ifaxwell,  as  the  Bank  Coflce  House,  and  the 
general  head-quarters  of  the  old  line. 

/. 
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The  })eopleo'C  Auburn  did  not  remain  quiet  spectators  in 
this,  grand  sta,2;e  tournament,  but  came  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Sherwood  Line,  in  hirge  respectable  numbers.  A  public  meet- 
ing -sN'as  held  in  the  Court  House  yard,  in  front  of  the  Court 
House,  on  Saturday,  23rd  of  August,  1828,  with  Henry  Pol- 
licmus  in  the"  chair  and  Barnabas  Smith  as  secretary.  The 
Hev.  Mr.  Jeffries,  of  ^lentz,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

A  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  from  which  I  extract 
the  following : 

Jlesolvcd,  That  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  all  associations 
and  combinations  of  men,  formed  to  prescribe  and  dictate  to 
others,  in  what  manner  they  shall  observe  and  keep  the  Sab- 
bath, are  subversive  of  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  con- 
science ;-  that  the  members  of  this  meeting,  hei-eby  enter  tiieir 
solemn  protest  against  the  forming  or  organi;'.ing  any  religious 
party  in  politics. 

Archiliald  Green,  William  H.  Seward  and  Dr.  Campbell 
"W^aldo  V. ^re  appointed  a  committee  to  pre])are  and  publish  at 
length  ill  pamphlet  form  the  proceedings  of  tlie  meeting. 

A  paper.-  published  in  Auburn  by  U.  F.  Doubleday  called 
T/<e  Gospel  Advocate,  under  date  of  September  13th,  1828,  had 
the  following  allusions  to  this  subject:  "The  Pioneer  line  of 
stages,  bad  it  been  started  on  the  principles  of  fair  competition, 
would  have  excited  no  emotion  beyond  the  individuals  con- 
cerned, but  when  it  was  established  for  a  religious  purpose  and  in 
tones  of  authority  demanded  the  patronage  of  the  religious 
part  of  community,  thus  endeavoring  to  enlist  the  religious  pre- 
judices of  society  against  individuals  who  had  long  been  faithful 
servants  of  the  public,  it  excited  the  just  reprobation  of  an 
insulted  community. 

A  new  outfit  of  splendid  light  stage  coaches  carrying  only  six 
passengers,  built  expressly  to  contend  with  the  f)ioneer  line, 
were  gotten  up  bj'  J.  M.  Sherwood  &  Co.,  called  the  telegraph 
line  and  placed  in  service.     Tiiis  popular  line  was  manned  by 
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tlieir  most  e.\[.crienced  and  careful  drivers,  and  tlieir  best  and 
fleetest  team--,  and  ran  night  and  day,  and  met  with  unqualified 
succe?"^    . 

Ajutage  journey  under  such  circumstances  was  far  from  beincc 
unpleasant,  on  the  contra'-y  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when 
the  roads  were  in  good  condition,  and  the  woods  were  clothed 
in  tbeir  livery  of  green,  the  fields  waving  with  their  bountiful 
crops  or  dotted  over  witb  flocks  and  herds,  it  afforded  to  the 
stage  passenger  a  moving  panorama  of  nature's  lovliness  and 
beauty,  entrancing  to  behold. 

The  facilities  for  expression  of  pu'/..^-  sentiment  through  the 
columns  of  the  press,  were  not  then  as  now,  and  the  popular 
voice  usually  came  through  public  meetings  by  resolution. 

A"  meeting  was  called  June  9lh,  1823,  at  the  Bank  ColTee 
House,  with  Lyman  Paine  in  the  chair  and  Parliament  Bron- 
son,  secretary.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  expressed  in 
the  resol'ifioii  following,  which  I  select  from  a  series  passed  at 
th{  meeting: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  exiicdiont  to  erect  a  new  hotel  in  this^ 
'  village  on  a  scale  suitable  to  the  wealth  and  importance  of  the 
village,  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  bo  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  select  a  site:  Allen  Warden,  Joseph  T.  Pitney,  J.  IT. 
Ilardenburgh,  Amos  Underwood,  Elijah  Miller,  Ezekiel  Wil- 
liams, Abijah  Fitch,  J.  M.  Sherwood,  Hugh  Watson,  Lyman 
Paine  and  P.  Pii'onson. 

The  committee  agreed  upon  the  site  and  the  American  Hotel, 
now  "SL  James,"  was  speedily  erected  Viy  J.  M.  Sherwood, 
and  opened  on  tlie  1st  day  of  January,  I80U,  by  Thomas  Noye.^, 
from  Rochester.  Offices  in  the  hotel  were  prepared  for  the 
immense  stage  business  of  the  time,  in  which,  for  several 
years,  was  seen  the  bland  and  courteous  agent,  Mr.  Consider 
Carter.  The  building  of  lit  is  new  holt/,  the  innwjuration  of  the  iek- 
gruph  line  of  slagcs,  the  fuilnre  to  secure  llie  mail  coniracl,  com- 
bined, seemed  to  be  the    turning-point  in  the  de.'-tiny  of  the 
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rionecr  Lii'e,  for  it,  now  began  to  wane  and  soon  to  show  the 
.-i're  and  yelloic  leaf  and  finally  hreak  down,  and  witJtdraio  alto- 
ijithci;  leaving  the  old  line  for  the  next  seven  years  and  J.  ]\[. 
Sherwood, cv  Co.,  masters  of  the  situation  up  to  the  8th  of 
January,  IbSS,  when  his  stages  were  withdrawn  from  the  road 
and  many  of  his  horses,  and  placed  upon  the  Auburn  ar.d 
S^'racuse  railroad.  These  stage  teams  drew  the  cars  upoa 
wooden  rails,  between  this  place  and  Syracuse,  up  to  the  4th  of 
June,  1839,  when  they  in  turn  gave  place  to  the  iron  horse  east 
of  Auburn.  Uaving  thus  at  some  length,  but  at  the  same  time, 
I  fear,  in:j,v.^rfectly  given,  tlie  history  of  the  stage  lines  in  our 
county,  I  iiow  asli  of  you  to  letrace  with  me  the  years  back  frora 
1S39  to  1823,  wliere  we  find  the  first  movement  made  toward 
the  construction  of  a  railroad,  from  the  village  of  Auburn. 

In  the  month  of  February  of  that  year,  the  committee  on 
canals  and  internal  improvements  submitted  a  report  to  tl:e 
legislature,  from  which  I  make  the  following  extracts,  v.'hich 
the  com-  \tee  gave  as  reasons  for  their  favorable  consideration 
of  the  subject : 

First,  as  an  experiment  by  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting accunite  information  on  the  subject  of  railroads,  and  of 
furnishing  a  model  for  improvement  of  a  similar  nature ; 
second,  tiie  aoc'i'mmodation  tiiat  it  would  extend  to  that  por- 
tion of  community  ;  and,  thirdly  and  principally,  the  pecuniarv 
interests  of  the  state  as  arising  from  said  load,  as  connected 
with  the  prison  at  Auburn. 

They  further  state  their  belief,  that  in  particular  districts  and 
for  prrticulnr  objects  within  this  state,  impi-ovtrncijts  liy  rail- 
road can  be  usefully  exten'.led  but  that  they  can  bear  a  fair 
competition  with  well  loeatod  and  well  sup[i]ied  canals  remains 
to  be  proved ;  and  while  railroads  are  of  minor  consideration 
to  canals,  ytt  as  tributaries  to  them  they  will  become  of  vital 
importance. 

In  conclusion  they  state  that  as  the  convicts  unemplo3'ed 
upon  contracts  in  the  prison  can  be  used  in  building  the  rail- 
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10-id'.  and  as  tlie  ground  and  material  between  Auburn  and 
Weeds'  basin  arc  of  the  most  favorable  character  for  the  con- 
t-truction  of  the  proposed  road,  they  unamimously  direct  their 
cluurman  to  prepare  and  ask  leave  to  present  a  bill  for  that 
.purpose.  Fkances  Granger. 

CJiainnon. 

Various  plans  and  projects  for  a  railroad  to  the  canal  were 
•submitted  and  discussed  by  the  people.  The  one  from  Auburn 
to  Syracuse  was  finallj'  adopted. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Western  Exchange,  in 
•January  1832,  at  which  a  resolution  was  passed,  that  an  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  Legislature  for  a  charter  to  construct  a 
road  to  the  canal.  Wrii.  11.  Seward  then  in  the  State  Senate, 
procured  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  the  charter  which  vras  obtained 
•on  vne  1st  of  Jfay,  1831-. 

The  organization  of  tlie  Auburn  and  Syracuse  railroad  took 
•place  in  January  1885. 

Hon.  Elijah  Miller  was  elected  president  and  A.  ~D.  Leonard, 
'G.  B.  Throop,  N.  Garrow,  J.  if.  Slierv.-ood,  S.  Van  Anden,  Eich- 
-ard  Steel,  John  Seymour,  Abijah  Filch,  E.  E.  Marvine  and 
Allen  Worden  of  Auburn  and  Henry  Eaynor  and  A'.  W. 
Sr.aith,  of  Syracuse,  directors.  E.  F.  Johnson  and  Levi  Will- 
iams were  appointed  engineers  and  Levi  Lewis  superintendent. 

The  'survey  commenced  in  the  April  following,  and  about 
six  rnoiith's  time  was  consumed  in  su/'ve\-ing  and  locating  the 
roacL  Contracts  were  lei  and  the  work  of  cf>nstruct!nn  com- 
inencc.l  in  December.  Tlie  tlrst  pa^-mcnt  made  to  contractors 
was  in  Jantsary  1S36. 

The  progress  of  the  work  on  this  )-nrid  v/as  attended  with 
■difficulties  and  embarassment.s  greater  uci-haps  than  any  other 
■line  of  road  ever  built  in  the  state  It  encountered  the  finan- 
cial disturbance  of  1S3G  and  'o7,  the  extraordinary  advance  in 
the  prices  of  provisions,  labor  and  material  euough  to  dishearten 
and  discourage  anv  but  the  men  of   indornit.abie  energy  and 
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pci-sevcr%nce,  constituting  its  board  of  directors.  Later  in  its 
history  we  fird  iu  the  board  the  names  ol  Amos  Underwood, 
Alfred  Conkling,  J.  H.  Chedell,  Tliomas  Y.  How,  Jr.,  John 
Vrilkinscjn,  C.  C.  Dennis  and  George  H.  Wood.  The  track  was 
laid  witti  wooden  rails  so  that  on  the  Sth  of  January,  1838  sev- 
eral cars  of  excursionists  wei-o  taken  to  Geddes  by  J.  M.  Sher- 
wood's stage  teams,  which  continued  to  be  the  motive  power  as 
before  stated,  up  to  June  i,  1839  at  which  date  the  wooden 
ribbons  .  ad  been  removed  and  iron  rails  substituted  so  that  a 
locomotive  engine,  tlie  Syracuse,  with  Mr.  Perry,  who  was  then 
the  master  mechanic,  as  engiueer  took  a  train  with  officers  and 
invited  guests  to  Syracuse.  'J'lie  i^^aburn  &  Syracuse  railroad 
was  first  conceived  as  a  link  in  the  lu.e  of  transportation  from 
the  head  of  Owasco  Lake  aid  <i feeder  to  the  Erie  CanaL  Its 
tcrmin'-  in  Auburn  was  t*^  b*"  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
outlet,  near  the  stone  mill  at  present  owned  by  ^Messrs  Burr  & 
Thorne,  there  to  connect  with  the  Auburn  and  Owasco  Canal. 

The  large  building  on  the  southerly  side  of  East  Genesee 
street,  known  to  many  as  Richardson's  livery  stable,  was  built 
by  Charles  W.  Pomeroy,  for  the  freight  depot  and  was  for 
several  years  used  for  that  purpose,  and  there  are  residents  of 
this  ciiy  who  will  remember  seeing  cars  acro.ss  tlie  bridge  near 
the  mills. 

This  railroad,  b}-  its  charter,  was  allowcdj  to  carry  freight,  a 
privilege  denied  for  several  years  to  all  other  roads  running 
])arallel  with  the  canals. 

William  G.  Fargo,  of  express  notoriety,  commenced  his 
eventful  life  m  the  transportation  business  in  this  Geue?ee 
street  freight  depot,  as  agent.  He  was  followed  Ijy  Deacon  S.  W. 
R.  Arnett,  who  in  due  cour.<e  of  time  was  succeeded  by  George 
C.  Skinner,  v.dio  if  I  mistake  not,  occupied  the  position  up  to 
the  time  the  cou.-olidation  of  the  Auburn  and  Syracuse,  v>-ith 
the  Rochester  road. 

The  freight  cars  used  at  this  time  upon  the  railroad,  had  but 
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fear  wheels  each,  and  were  considered  •fully  loaded  when  ihey 
had  received  thirty  barrels  of  flour  or  three  tons  of  goods. 

These  cars  were  drawn  by  horses  owned  and  driven  by 
Jabez  Gould,  from  the  freight  depot  to  the  car  house  on  Van- 
Andcn  street,  one  at  a  time. 

At  the  latter  place,   they  were  coupled   up  into  trains  of 

twelve  or  fourteen  cars,  ready  for  the  engine  which  took  them 

t(  Syracuse,  to  be  delivered  into  the  company's  canal  warehouse 

wuere,  for  a  time,  Henry  Underwood  of  Auburn  was  agent. 

Uncle  Nat  Williaros  withdrew  his  teams  from  the  road  to  the 

canal,  and  in  consideration  wa>^  appointed  freight  conductor  on 

the  Auburn  road,  and  as  no  othe    road  was  permitted  to  carry 

freiglit,  he  wa-s  undoubtci'S"  the  first  man  who  held  such  a  I 

.  .  "     .    .  i 

■  position  in  tliis  state,     Wr  Williams  retired  on  the  5th  day  of  * 

September,  1811,  and  J    /..ewis  Grant  was  appointed  to  sue-  ^ 

ceed  ^  im,  that  being  his  iirst  engagement  upon  any  railroad.  i 

The  location  of  the  passenger  depot  on  its  present  site  was^  ^ 

by  legislative  enactment,  the  result  of  a  long  and  heated  quarrel  i 

amongst  the  propert}-  holders  and  others  in  the  village.     Oa  5 

accoant  of  the  heavy  grade  and  sharp  curves  it  was  found  | 

ihipossible  to  run  tl;e  engine  through  the  streets  to  the  depot  I 

on  Genesee  street.  j 

The  question    then  arose  as  to  where   a  depot   should   be  | 

located.      Some  advocated  Seymour  street  others  VanAnden  | 

street  and,  singular  as  ii  may  nppear  nt  the  present  daj',  quite  a  I 

large  number  of  peonje  advocated  the  south  side  of  Dill  street  j 

opposite  Tallnian's   livery  stabla      Appeal   to  the  legislature  i 

resulted  in  a  law  which  remains  to  this  day  upon  the  statute  | 

books,  fixing  it  v.-here  it  now  stands.  : 

The  r!r.'--t  telegraph  ollieein  the  city  of  Auburn  was  opened  in 
the  old  depot  in  May,  ISli).  and  the  tlrst  attempt  to  use  it  for 

the  movetnent  of  trams   on   the  road    resnlled   in    a   collisior]  ] 

between  tv.-o  ]'asse:iger  train.--  in  the  curve  a  short  distance  cast  i 

of  Fairmuunt  station.  5 
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The  wr'tcr-o.f  this  paper,  being  one  of  the  engineers,  can  well 
describe  the  event  Tiie  train  due  from  Rochester  at  four 
o'clock  ir  the  morning,  had  not  arrived  at  lialf  past  five,  and 
as  the  engine  to  leave  Auburn  must  be  in  Syracuse  to  returrj 
with  a  train  at  seven,  it  was  ordered  to  go  without  the  Eoches- 
ter  train,  avid  leave  Syracuse  on  time  coming  west.  Meanwhile, 
the  Rochester  train  came  in  and  was  ordered  to  run  to  Syracuse, 
where  the  up  train  would  be  held  by  the  telegraph  until  it 
arrived.  The  telegraph  operator  did  not  appear  in  the  Syracuse 
office  until  after  your  humble  servant  had  left  with  the  up 
train  and  a  collision  was  the  inevitable  result;  splinters  were 
plenty  bu'  '^o  one  seriously  injured. 

During,  portions  of  the  year  when  freights  were  light  and 
less  lh£?r  a  full  train  was  received  during  the  day,  for  transpor- 
tatii.  -t  he  cars  containing  it  were  attached  to  the  passenger 
train;.  The  pa.ssenger  cars,  with  a  single  exception,  stood  upon 
four  wii.  jls,  with  three  compartments  in  each  car  with  seats  for 
eight  persons,  four  on  each  seat,  face  to  face  in  each  compart- 
ment, without  sufficient  room  to  move  about  or  stand  upi'ight 

Side  do''rs  opened  into  each  compartment  through  which  the 
conduc'  )r  or  collector,  as  he  was  then  called,  could  enter  in 
discharge  of  his  duties.  His  only  mode  of  reaching  these  doors- 
was  by  hanging  upon  a  hand  rail  outside  and  near  the  top  of 
the  car  while  his  feet  rested  upon  a  narrow  foot  piece  along  the 
length  of  the  car  of  not  more  than  four  inches  iu  width.  Con- 
ductor, George  Williamson,  one  cold  snowy  night  lost  his  hold 
upon  the  hand  rail  and  fell  near  Marcellus  upon  a  bank  of  snow 
at  the  side  of  the  road,  from  which  he  rollcil  under  the  wheels 
of  the  train  at  full  speed,  and  received  his  death  wounds. 

la  the  year  1S39  the  Auburn  &  Syracuse  received  the  first 
eight  wheel  passenger  car,  with  an  aisle  through  the  center  and 
platforms  at  each  end,  built  by  Stevenson  &  Co.,  stage  coach 
builders  in  New  York  City.  For  several  ^-ears  this  was  the 
only  eight  wheel  car  between  Auburn  and  Albany.     There  are 
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some  jwrsons  who  will  remeinbor  the  old  diamond  car  from  tlie 
peculiarit}-  of  its  construction.  Soon  after  tlie  receipt  of  this  new 
"car,  a  circurastauce  of  startling  interest  occurreil  that  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  whole  community,  Samuel  Wildrick  a  favorite 
"  conductor  was  crushed  between  this  car  and  the  depot  doorwav 
at  Syracuse,  the  space  being  less  than  U)i\v  inches  wide,  vrhicli 
caused  his  instant  death.  This  took  place  as  the  evening  train 
was  leaving  for  Auburn,  and  he  was  not  missed  from  tlie  train 
until  it  had  proceeded  some  three  miles  on  its  way,  when  it  was 
backed  up  to  find  the  lifeless  remains  of  the  conductor  in  the 
depot. 

The  company  owned  three  locomotives  built  at  Patterson,  N. 
«.  by  Thomas  Rogers.  They  had  only  two  driving  wheels 
^'  each  and  weighed  ten  and  a  half  tons,  only  about  one  quarter 
'  ?     of  the  weight  of  those  now  in  use. 

The  train  capacity  of  the  engine  was  fourteen  small  cars  con- 
taining in  all  a  total  of  420  tons  or  about  four  eight  whc'jl  car 
loads  of  the  present  time. 

The  attempt  was  at  first  made  to  I'un  the  engines  upon  the 
wooden  rails  or  ribbons  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  l:eep 
them  upon  the  track,  and  tlse  idea  was  abandoned  and  the  flat 
or  straj)  rail  was  laid  upon  tlie  timbers.  Then  followed  the  era 
OL  snake  heads  with  all  its  attending  results  for  a  period  of 
eight  years  up  to  1S47.  Some  may  not  be  familiar  with  the 
term  snake  head  ;  I  v;ill  therefore,  tresspass  upon  your  time  a 
moment  to  de.^cribe  them.  'J'lie  flat  rail  u«i^il  was  tv/o  and  a 
half  inches  wide  and  throe-quarters  thick  laid  upon  one  edge 
of^the  six  inch  square  pine  timber  and  nailed  down  with  spikes 
about  one  and  a  hnlf  feet  apart.  The  weight  of  this  train  had 
the  tendency  to  roll  the  iron  upward  and  in  so  doing  the  spikes 
at  and  near  the  ends  would  break  off  or  pull  out  and  allov.- 
the  rail  to  stand  up  like  a  section  of  a  large  hoop,  sometimes  a 
few  inches  only  and  often  one  to  two  feet. 

These  were  called  snake  heads  and  woe  to   the  engine   or 
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train  that  ertcountcrecl  one  of  thcni  the  contrary  way.  "During 
the  years  I'S-iT  and  '4.3  the  flat  rail  -u-as  taken  up  and  the  road 
rclaiu  ^ith  "T'"  rail,  the  pattern  now  in  use. 

The  Emigrant  traffic  westward  was  at  this  time  very  heavy, 
it  having  wiiolly  left  the  canal,  and  a  law  was  passed,  allowing 
all  railroads  to  transport  freight,  by  paying  to  the  State  the 
same  rate  of  tolls  exacted  upon  the  canal,  which  together  with 
prosperous  passenger  business,  gave  a  traffic  to  the  railroads 
that  t'^ey  were  poorly  prepared  to  take  care  of. 

New  engines  of  greater  capacity  and  weight  were  in  demand, 
and  the  enterprising  firm  of  Dennis,  Wood  and  Eussell,  C.  C. 
Dennis,  Charles  F.  Wood,  E.  F.  Eussell,  of  the  commercial  iron 
works  ■  '  this  city,  constructed  two;  one  of  which  went  to  the 
Attica  road,  '•  Buil'alo,"  and  the  other  the  ''  Wyoming  ''  was  pur- 
chasi'T  by  tlio  Auburn  and  Syracuse  Company,  said  to  be  one 
o"  3  best  of  its  capacity  ever  used  upon  tlie  road.  This 
en.  ^  n-as  the  first  ever  built  in  this  country  to  work  its  steam 
expansuely,  by  what  is  known  to  mechanics  as  lap  and  lead  of 
main  valves,  a  plan  now  universaiiy  in  use.  The  Supei'intendent 
of  construction  of  this  engine  was  William  S.  Hudson,  still 
engaged  in  the  liusiness,  with,  and  in  the  firm  of  Eogers,  of 
Kew  Jersey,  whoso  engines  ha\  e  a  world  wide  reputation. 

The  f  st  engine  having  dri'.ing  wheels  six  feet  in  diameter, 
in  use  west  of  the  Hudson  Eiver,  was  built  for  the  Auburn  and 
Syracuse  railroad,  in  1S4S,  by  Thomas  Eogers,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  was  named  the  "  How ''  after  Hon.  Thomas  Y.  How,  Jr., 
then  and  for  the  remaining  years  of  the  corporate  existence  of 
the  compan}-,  its  treasurer. 

This  engine  v.'as  considered  an  unlucky  one,  and  many  mis- 
haps occured  to  it  and  the  trains  to  which  it  ^vas  from  time  to 
time  attached.  Upon  one  occasion  it  left  Syracuse  with  a  train  of 
four  coaches  and  one  baggage  car,  being  in  charge  of  William 
Delano  as  engineer,  and  Thomas  Hooper  as  fireman,  and  upon 
it   for    the  novelty  of   an  engine  ride,  M'ere   Howard    Delano 


110  .,,     THE    EARLY    MOUKS   OF 

brothei'  of  ilie  cncrlneer,  and  one  of  ike  directors  of  the  road,  C. 
O.  Deunis,  K<q.  "While  running  at  a  speed  of  fifty  to  sixty- 
miles  an  hour,  it  left  the  track  one  mile  west  of  Sonnett  Station, 
X'ompletely  wreckin^^;  itself  and  the  whole  train.  The  engineer 
and  fireman  were  both  killed.  Mr.  Delano  slightl}- injured,  and 
]\[r.  Deimis  seriously,  but  wlio  miraculously  escaped  with  life, 
but  somewhat  disfigured  forever  afterward.  The  Superintend- 
ent of  the  road  at  this  date  was  Elijah  P.  Williams ;  his  assis- 
tant J.  Lewis  Grant ;  the  master  machanic,  ilelancthon  W. 
Mason  ;  conductors,  W.  11.  il.  Smith,  Henry  M.  Frink  and 
John  n.  Hudson;  engineers,  L.  P.  and  G.  W.  Howard,  E.  R. 
Smith,  R.  D.  and  F.  \V.  Grant  and  William  Delano:  the  ticket 
agent  A,  G.  Smith;  track  master  Absalom  Backus;  conductor 

"of  work  train  Matthew  Sittser. 

Tlie  Auburn  k  Rochester  road  was  completed  into  Auburn 

,  the  -1th  of  November,  1841,  it  being  the  last  of  the  seven  links 
in  the  chain  of  railroad  between  Albany  and  Buffalo. 

Through  tickets  and  baggage  checks  were  then  unknown 
and  as  each  one  of  these  seven  roads  were  managed  and  oper- 
ated separately  the  passengers  and  baggage  were  unloaded  at 
cveiy  t'.-rmiiius  and  tlie  passengers  compelled  to  select  his  bag- 
gage and  have  it  dul}'  chalked  to  the  next  phice  to  which  he 
wa,.  also  required  to  purchase  a  new  ticket.  'J'his  troublesome 
practice  however,  soon  gave  wa\-  to  through  baggage  cars  and 
through  tickets  for  passengers  in  through  cars.  The  consolida- 
tion of  the  Anburn  i  Syracuse  witli  the  Auburn  >5c  Rochester 
road  tooic  place  in  July  1850. 

The  tolls  on  railroads  for  carrying  freight  were  removed  by 
«  law  passed  in  December  18.")1,  leaving  all  roads  to  carry  goods 
-of  every  deseiiption  independent  of  llie  canal,  to  which  thcv 
had  for  .-several  years  paid  tribute. 

At  the  opening  of  tlie  Rochester  road  into  Anburn,  Robert 
H.  Higham,  Esq.,  was  the  superintendent  and  at  that  date,  and 
soon  after,  the  names  of  the  foil'jwing  gentlemen  will  be  remem- 
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bered  as  ri^nductors  Vipon  that  road,  and  favorites  v;ith  the 
traveling  .jiublic.  I  refer  to  Uarvey  Nc:il,  William  Blossom, 
Jo.  UoUand,  Job  CoUamer,  Horace  T.  Cook  and  the  veteran 
John^Uonghtaling,  who  was  promoted  from  tlie  baggage  car 
and  is  now  the  oldest  in  service  of  any  conductor  in  the  state. 

Our  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  Horace  T.  Cook,  while  in  the 
active  discharge  of  a  j^erilous  duty  as  conductor  met  with  the 
accident  so  sad  and  severe  to  himself  and  so  deeply  regretted 
by  ;  1  who  knew  him. 

The  consolidation  of  all  the  roads  between  Albanv  and  BufT- 
alo  into  what  was  the  New  York  Central  took  place  May  17, 
1S53. 

To  nifivk  the  progress  of  half  a  centnrv,  you  will  pardon  me 
for  in',  'odiicing  a  comparison  betv.'cen  lb27  and  1877.  The 
Hon.  1  ■anccs  Granger  then  ventured  the  prediction  that  rail- 
iL.ads  could  never  compete  with  canals,  but  that  they  would  as 
t' '  "Hitary,  be  of  vital  imjxjrtance.  The  aggregated  tonnage 
-  .     ried  in  the   year  1876  upon  the  New   Yoi'k   Central    rail- 

d,  •vias  6,803,(580  tons.  If,  of  this  amount,  one  third  was 
merchandise,  westward  bound,  a  fair  proportion,  we  then  have  of 
eastward  bound  products,  4., 300,000  tons,  or  a  quantity  suffi- 
cient to  load  one  of  the  large  canal  boats  of  today,  every  fifteen 
minu.  s,  diiy  and  ni^ht  during  the  entire  seven  n;onths  of  canal 
navigation.  T'nc  New  York  Centi'al  is  only  one  of  six  lines  of 
transportation  from  the  west  to  the  seaboard.  On  the  basis  of 
their  last  years'  returns,  the  combine.]  tonnage  of  these  lines 
would  require  to  receive  it,  a  boat  of  200  tons  register  every 
two  and  a  half  minutes  duiing  the  \\hoIe  season.  Such  tribu- 
taries, although  their  capacity  is  only  partly  taxed,  would 
svvamji  half  a  do.'^xn  canals  like  our  Grand  Erie. 

}bj  Subject,  "The  Early  Modes  of  Travel  and  Transportation," 
having  in  an  imperfect  manner  been  examined  iq)  to  the  date 
of  the  general  consolii.lation  of  the  New  York  Central  — I  will 
DOW  leave  its  future  consideration  to  some  party  niore  able  to 
<]o  it  justice  in  the  future. 
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RFXOLLECTIONS  OF  AUBURN. 


Mr.  President,  Ladks  and  Gentlemen  : 

Iq  reply  to  tiie  invitation  witli  which  I  zn\  honored  by  your 
association,  I  present  my  llecol'.ection  of  the  Early  Days  of 
Auburn. 

The  sketch  must  necessarily  lie  broken  and  imperfect,  as  I 
vrrite  from  memory  alone,  and  tluiugh  the  vista  of  more  than 
•si.vty  years.  AVhen  in  my  j'outhful  days,  I  found  that  my 
desthiation  as  a  residence  was  Auburn,  I  turned  to  Spafford's 
G.azette,  a  work  publlsliod  in  ISlo,  and  found  tlie  village 
described  as  a  Post  Tillage  in  the  town  of  Aurelius,  containing 
one  hundred  buildings  of  all  descriptions  and  about  one  thou- 
sand -nhabitants.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1S17.  By 
V  y  of  contrast  with  the  facilities  for  traveling  of  the  present 
<..:.y  I  will  state  the  manner  of  the  journey  here,  as  at  that  time 

;  were  not  bothered  with  canals  or  railroads.  ^Ve  had  a  line 
of  stages  and  "  nt  one  line  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  run  by 
Parker,  Pow  ..lU  Sherwood,  the  latter  the  father  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  M.  Sherwood  of  this  city.  The  stage  left  Albany 
at  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  stopped  one  night  at  Schnectady  and  the  tv,-o 
following  nights  at  Utica  and  Skaiieateles,  and  arrived  at  Auburn 
tiie  fourth  day  in  the  morning  to  breakfast  "  Coe's  Ilotel  " 
occupying  the  site  on  the  we.-terly  corner  of  Exchange  and 
Genesee  streets,  was  the  "  Stage  House,"  and  a  central  and 
proumient  point  in  the  village.  The  tooting  of  the  Stage  Horn 
seemed  to  bring  one  half  of  the  male  population  to  tb.e  piazza. 
And  why  not'.'  Was  not  the  mail  there  about  seven  days  from 
New  York  with  news  from  across  the  ocean  three  months  old  ? 
And  there  too  vras  John  Kilburn,  "Happy  John,''  as  he  was 
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cSiled,  with  liis  barebacked  steed  read}'  to  sling  the  mail  bag 
and' race  it  to  tlio  Post  Oltice  on  East  Genesee  street.  And  the 
'Old  Commodore,  the  father  of  Happy  John,  was  also  on  hand 
«  with  his  express  cart,  the  first  one  started  in  Auburn,  ready  to 
carry  passenger  and  baggage  to  any  desired  point.  And  now 
the  stage  is  off  on  its  western  course  and  Auburn  drops  into 
its  daily  routine.  You  will  reinemljcr  that  the  stage  of  those 
times  was  not  tlie  post  coach.  You  will  get  a  good  idea  of 
their  shape  by  locking  at  the  stages  that  run  north  and  south 
froni  this  city. 

Bat  in  speaking  of  the  early  days  of  Auburn  we  should  not 
overlook  two  other  noted  institutions,  to  v.'it :  Tlie  Auburn  Cen- 
ter House  at  the  junction  of  ^larket  and  East  Genesee  streets 
■  and  Hardenburgh's  ^[\\\  on  the  site  now  known  as  the  Lewis 
Stone  Mills. 

The  Center  House  was  kept  l)y  a  worthy  and  Ir'^il}'  esteemed 
citizen,  Henrv  Ammern^an,  who  will  be  remembei-ed  by  soync 
of  mv  auditors.  The  house  was  larger  than  the  Coe's  HoTel  ,.= 
viv^  '.cid  a  large  ball  ro'im,  which  was  not  always  used  for  T/^e 
purpose  indionted  lir  its  name.  The  lajidlord  v.-as  a  deacon  of 
the  First  Pre.-byteriau  church  and  eminent  for  his  piety  and 
high  christian  eharacter.  Tiic  ball  room  was  used  of  course 
for  dancing  parties,  aivl  much  oftener  for  religious  meetings,  so 
it  was  no  unc^nnninn  thing  to  have  a  dance  in  it  on  one  night 
anil  a  confcronco  or  j'l'aycr  meeting  on  the  next.  Punch  and 
Judv,  The  P>;.bcs  ill  t!.'.'  Woud-.  and  feats  oi  Ventriloquisin  and 
Slitditof  Hai^i.  ministerial  to  the  amusement  of  the  audienca 

It  must  be  rc!;i"inl.ierfd  that  wo  were  not  tlien  favored  with 
saloons  or  reading-room.-^.  The  evening  rendezvous  for  gossip 
And  r'.'fre^'nmci.t  •.■.■:;s  liio  bar-room  v.'here  the  tale  and  the  ale 
hch'?.!  to  ;--:<s  th<«  h-Mirs. 

And  tlie  old  mil!,  the '•  Hanlenbnrgh  Mill"  alluded  to,  was 
another  phice  mucli  fr.-.p.icuted  to  hear  the  news  and  pass  a 
leisure  houj-.      It  wa<  a  largo  frame  building,  large  for  the  times, 


RECOLLECTIONS   OF   AUBURX.  117 

and  wt\s  built  b}'  Colonel  Ilardenburgli,  the  father  of  John  H. 
JJardeubui'L_'h,  whom  some  ox  my  hearers  will  remember.  The 
mill  5vas  the  place  for  nevvs,  as  its  customers  were  from  all  parts 
of  1,he  county,  and  while  waiting  for  their  "grists"  they  were 
ready  to  give  and  take  all  the  intelligence  afloat,  and  there  was 
plenty  of  it  of  tlie  kind  peculiar  to  new  countries,  personal 
adventures,  encounters  with  bears,  wolves  and  other  denizens 
of  the  forest,  was  a  staple  article,  and  the  man  from  "  bear 
swamp  "  or  from  just  the  edge  of  it,  was  generallj-  on  hand. 

The  town  of  Locke  had  its  representative  in  the  person  of 
Silas  Bowker,  a  good  worthy  citizen,  and  one  who  from  his  suc- 
cess in  tra]iping  and  hunting,  had  now  tlie  name  of  the  wolf 
catcher,  lie  was,  years  afterwards,  a  State  Senator,  and  one  of 
the.  judges  of  our  County  Courts.  And  here  looms  up  to  ray 
mind's  eye,  Harry  Freeman,  a  negro  slave  of  Col.  Ilardenburgh, 
a  darkie  of  the  deepest  dye,  who  lived  amongst  us  to  a  good 
old  age,  (said  to  be  "■  'tO)  and  was  always  foremost  in  wild  adven- 
tures, or  rather  in  relating  tl;  •,,  He  will  be  remembered  by 
ourc'l  citizens  as  an  origina:  .iracter,  whose  ruling  passion 
was  to  .<;11  big  stories,  and  g'  .it  devotion  to  the  Hardenburgh 
family.  In  the  preceding  ghmce  at  early  days  in  Auburn,  £ 
have  tried  to  give  some  idea  of  our  social  life  when  a  village  of 
about  one  thousand  inhabitants. 

The  year  IslT  was  a  prosperous  3'ear  for  Auburn.  The 
building  of  the  .State  Prison,  then  recently  begun,  brought  many 
people  here,  embracing  merchants,  artisans  and  mechanics,  of 
all  branches,  a  few  of  whom  are  still  living,'  and  among  them  I 
recall  the  names  of  Dr.  Eichard  Steel  and  Abijali  Pitch,  two  of 
our  venerable  and  higbl}'  respected  citizens.  Of  this  number 
also,  VVS.S  our  late  di'jiartcd  friend,  James  S.  Seymour,  whose 
memory  is  sacred  to  us  all.  The  town  or  village  moved  steadily 
on,  gradually  increasing  in  population  and  business. 

The  iii"st  c\ont  that  I  recall,  out  of  the  usual  order  of  tilings, 
was  the  Lal'ayotte  reception  in  the  summer  of  lb2i.     It  was 
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in(?.;ed  a  great  day  for  Auburn.  The  da}-  was  warm  and  bright, 
at  al'Out  midsummer,  and  the  entire  county,  and  part  of  Onou- 
d'lga  and  Seneca  seemed  to  be  in  the  village.  The  "  ball  " 
given  in  the  evening  at  the  Center  House  v/as  visited  by  the 
General,  who  saluted  all  the  ladies  with  a  kiss  and  shook  hands- 
with  the  gentlemen.  About  ten  in  the  evening  the  escort  from 
Onondaga  took  him  in  charge  and  a  long  line  of  carriages 
started  for  Elbridgc;  among  our  citizens  who  composed  the 
escort,  who  met  the  General  at  Cayuga  Bridge,  (a  noted  point 
in  those  days)  were  Knos  T.  Throop,  John  W.  Hulbert,  John 
Porter,  Elijah  sillier  and  Captain  Jjradlcy  Tuttle,  with  his  troop 
of  horse. 

I  do  not  preteml  to  note  in  historical  order  the  various  events- 
that  marked  our  growth  and  evinced  our  prosperity.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  Theological  Seminary  about  the  year  1821,  and  the 
building  of  the  big  dam  in  1S3G  were  both  marks  of  the  progress 
of  the  place,  a'  ^  the  former  of  the  liberality  of  our  citizens, 
who  couti'ibuted  freely  tov.'ard  its  construction.  Something 
thus  far  having  been  said  about  our  public  buildings,  and  the 
social  ways  and  customs  of  "  citizens,  I  will  now  glance  at 
lur  p:.  'lie  and  professional  .n,  of  which  we  had  a  fair  ratio 
both  as  to  number  and  abilit;  . 

Our  churches,  or  houses  for  public  worship  were  St.  Peter's 
(Episcopal.)  and  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Both  of  them 
were  i;lain  fuimeil  buildings  of  moderate  size,  and  thev  are 
both  of  them  replaced  by  large  and  elegant  stone  structures 
with  large  and  wealthy  congregations.  The  }i[ethodists,  Baptists 
and  Ui;iversalists  had  at  that  time  no  organization  or  at  lea.st 
had  nolniildings  for  public  worship.  They,  however,  met  from 
tim'c  to  time  and  had  service  in  a  seliool-hosue,  or  at  one  of  the 
large  halls  of  our  two  hotels.  At  this  time  these  buildings  rank 
among  the  best  in  the  city.  1  do  not  pui'pose  to  dwell  upon  or 
relate  the  reputation  or  ability  of  the  dili-Tcnt  rectors  and 
rninistei-s  of  the  two  churches  named,  further  than  to   name 
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Doctors  Lansing-  of  the  Presbyterian  and  ]\IcDona]d  of  St. 
Peter's  c^uvcb,  as  men  of  large  cndmvments.  great  abilities  and 
devotirn  in  the  discbarge  of  the  duties  of  tbeir  boly  callings. 

The  medical  profession  vras  ably  represented  in  oi\r  small 
village,  and  in  recalling  to  mind  our  pbysicians  and  surgeons 
of  that  day  I  note  the  change  of  fashion  in  the  practice  then 
and  now.  I  arrays  before  me  our  doctors  as  they  appeared  while 
driving,  mounted  in  the  saddle  with  their  medicine  cases  swung 
across  in  the  manner  of  the  old  time  saddle  bag.  They  were 
moving  apothecaries,  and  carried  their  shops  v?ith  them.  Their 
mode  of  travel  vras  on  horse  back.  Our  good  rich  mud  for 
three-quarters  of  the  year  made  any  other  mode  extremely 
slow,  and  the  roads  nearly  impa-rsable.  Foremost  among  the 
practitioners  were  Doctors  Cole,  Tuttle,  Pitney  and  Bennett; 
Doctors  Burt  and  Crofut  had  substantially  withdrawn  from 
practice.  The  old  riiaxiur  or  sayiiig,  that  "  Two  of  a  trade  can- 
not agree  "'  was  occasionally  illustrated,  now  and  then  by  serious 
assaults,  but  often  In'  humorous  remarks  or  practical  jokes.  A 
little  incident  of  the  humorous  1  will  relate.  A  patient  of  Dr. 
N.  P.,  '  ''ng  a  short  diskince  from  the  village  on  the  Skaneateles 
road.  '■  .1  so  critical  a  condition  that  the  Doctor  called  for  a 
cons.  .  .on,  and  the  Doctors,  some  half  dozen  in  number,  duly 
mounted,  m.et  and  filed  off  for  the  patient's  residence.  As  t'ne 
procession  drew  near  the  house  Dr.  P.  called  a  halt  and  informed 
his  company  that  he  would  go  ahead  and  give  notice  to  tie 
famil}'  of  the  object  of  their  coming  in  such  force,  lest  they 
should  be  surpri.ied  or  alarmed.  Dr.  T.  a  little  annoyed  at  tiie 
formalities  replied,  •'Very  well  Doctor,  I  have  a  patient  a  mile 
or  so  further  on  whom  I  will  visit,  and  return  here  to  the  funeral, 
day  aftcj;  tomorrow."     Tiie  laugh  was  at  the  expense  of  Dr.  P. 

The  Bar  of  our  county  in  1S17  embraced  in  its  members 
many  able  lawyers,  Elijah  ililler  was  tlieu  trrst  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  })Ieas  of  Ca3"api  Couutv,  the  court  now  known 
as  the  Cayuga  County  CourL     He  was  an  able  lawyer  and  during 
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tiis  practice  at  the  Ixir  establislied  a  reputation  that  was  sustained 
anil  coiiurnied  by  Lis  ai.bniiiistratiun  on  the  bench.  Among 
ilie  leading  members  of  tlie  bar  at  that  time  were  Enos  T. 
f  Throdji,  Samuc!  D.  Lockwood,  "William  Brown,  George  B. 
Throop,  John  IT.  Beach,  Daviil  Shcpard,  Jonatlian  Uusscy, 
■Glen  Gaj-ler. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  upon  the  individualities  of 
the  members  of  the  bench  or  bar  of  that  period,  but  merely 
■note  them  as  of  the  early  residents  of  our  then  small  village.  I 
•will,  however,  allude  more  particularly  to  some  of  the  above 
named  who  were  afterwards  prominent  in  public  positions. 

About  the  year  1S22  Enos  T.  Throop  was  appointed  Circuit  j- 

•Judge  for  the  seventh  Judicial     ''■strict  of  the  state.     He  was  I 

■  im  able  and  popular  judge  and  1         'he  position  until  the  year  I 

1829.     In  1828,  Martin  VanBurcn  v, as  elected  Governor,  and  } 

Judge  Throop,  Lieutenant  Govern'     of  the  state.     In  March  ^ 

1829  Mr.  YanBuren  was  appointed  by  the  President,  General  f 

Jackson,  Si  .etary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  having  ■ 

■accepted  that  ofhce,  Mr.  Throop  became  acting  Governor  for  ■ 

the  remainder  of  Governor  YanBuren's  term.     In  1830  he  was  | 

■elected   Governor   and  at  the   end   of    his   official    term   was  > 

appointed  by  General  Jackson,  naval  officer  of  the  City  of  Xew  | 

York,  and  subsequently,  by  President  YanBuren,  Consul   at  j 

Isaplcs.      Upon  his   return,  at   the  close  of  ilr.    A'anBuren"s  i 

•tidniiiiistration  he,  after  speiiiling  a  U-w  years  at  Kalamazoo  in  j 

Michigan,  returned  to  liis  old  homestead  near  the  foot  of  the  i 

'Owasco  linke  where  he  died  on   tlie  tlrst  day  of  ISTovember,  ] 

1874  in  his  niucty-tirst  year.     lie  had  been  a  resident  of  thi.s  i 

■county  .'iinee  1S0<3,  and  althoncrh   f_^r  manv  vears  an  active  poll-  \ 

tieian,  his  pleasant  address,  kind  b.eart.  and  liberal  disposition  s 

■made  him  popular  v.'ith  the  iuas-es.  and  a  visit  to  his  hospitable  i 

home  on  the  shore  of  the  Owasco  was  a  treat  often  enjoyed  by  \ 

■our  citizens  of  his  day.  i 

And  here  I  think  I  may  very  properly  speak  of  another  of  \ 

the  fathers  of  the  Cayuga  County  B;;r,  Joseph  L.  Kiciiardson,  j 
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the  successor  of'  Elijah  ^Miller  as  fir.~t  j«clp;e  of  our  Court  of 
ComtriGf'.'t'Iens,  came  to  this  county  in  the  year  1S05,  and  soou 
after  Governor  Tlimop's  location  here  tlicy  became  partners  in 
the  practice  of  law.  They  were  both  able  lawyers  and  were 
successful  in  their  business,  establishiiig  and  maintaining  a  high 
reputation  in  the  profession.  A  strong,  upright,  plain  granite 
monument  marks  the  grave  of  Judge  Piiehaidson  in  Fort  Hill 
Cemcter}-,  a  monument  characteristic  of  the  man  who  was  as 
firm  as  the  granite  itself  in  adhering  to  ■what  his  judgment 
pointed  out  as  the  right 

In  the  year  1S19  emigration  to  the  Westei-n  States  was  at  higli 
tide  and  Illinois  was  the  ilecca  of  large  numbers  of  the  western 
bound  pilgrims.  In  that  year  Samuel  ]">!'ake  Lockwood,  a  coun- 
sellor of  high  standing  at  our  bar,  and  for  a  long  time  a  partner 
of  '^''•  Throop,  William  II.  Browni  (son  of  William  Brown 
,?'  named)  and  then  a  yoting  man  but  recently  admitted  to 

prar-  _e,  started  with  three  or  four  others  of  our  citizens  to  seek 
tl  ,ir  fortunes  at  the  West.  They  located  in  Illinois,  Lockwood 
at  Var  .lia  and  Brown  at  Kaskaskict.  They  were  both  emi- 
nently successful.  Lockwood  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and 
throughout  his  life  kept  up  a  steady  correspondence  with  his 
Auburn  friends,  the  first  among  them  being  the  late  James  S. 
Seymour.  Mr.  Brovrn's  health  became  imjxaired  after  a  long 
residcuce  in  Illinois.  He  went  abroad,  hoping  for  restoration, 
but  died  across  the  ocean. 

William  Brown  senior,  after  a  long  and  successful  jiractice 
here,  retired  from  practice,  and  s<ion  after  removed  to  Brooklyn 
where  he  died.  He  w;is  a  S'jund  lawyer  and  a  leadirig  member 
of  the  bar. 

Geoi-^j^'c  B.  Tliroo[)  removei]  to  Detroit  about  tliirtv  vears  ago 
and  died  tliere.  He  rank'cd  with  our  l>'^>t  counsellors,  but  had 
not  been  in  the  full  practice  for  many  rears  at  the  time  he  left 
here.  The  re~t  of  those  named  above,  to  wit:  John  H.  Bea'di, 
Jonathan  Hussey,  Daniel  Shepard  and  Glen  Cuyler,  died  in  this 
county.     Their  remains  repose  in  houore  1  graves. 


122  _  RECOLLECTIONS   OP'   AUBCRX. 

Among  the  early  citi;;cns  of  Auburn,  althousli  not  the  eavH- 
.j;3t,  tliere  is  one  name  that  I  cannot  pass,  knowing  well  that 
ever^-thing  relating  to  liis  -worthy  life,  or  to  his  lamented  death, 
always  calls  forth  the  plaudits,  and  commands  and  receives  the 
svi;ipathies  of  our  citizens,  William  H.  Seward.  It  is  about 
fifty-five  3'-ears  since  he  came  to  reside  here.  He  had  then  but 
recently  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was  of  the  age  of  twent}'- 
two  years.  He  at  once  devoted  himself  to  liis  profession  and 
took  his  stand  among  the  foremost  of  his  legal  brethren;  and 
step  by  step  progressed  to  the  pinical  of  honor  and  fame. 
Called  into  public  life,  his  talents,  industry  and  fidellt}^  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  pointed  him  out  for  still  higher  and  more 
irn])ortant  station,  and  through  the  ofiices  of  State  Senator, 
Governor  of  this  state,  and.  Senator  of  the  United  States,  he 
passed  to  the  premier.ship  of  Lincoln's  Cabinet,  as  Secretary  of 
State.  His  career  is  known  to  nearly  all  of  you.  The  war  of 
the  Ei.'beilion — His  fidelity  to  the  union  during  that  struggle 
doc  ''n  to  the  knife  of  the  would  be  assassin,  and  doubtless 

.shorts-  .  nis  days  upon  ea.rt!i.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  speak 
of  luFi  without  being  to  sonic  extent  egotistical.  There  was 
but  one  month's  difLcrenee  in  our  ages.  We  were  admitted  to 
practice  at  nearly  the  same  time,  and  it  was  m}'  privilege  to  be 
with  him,  in  times  of  joy  and  sorrow,  from  the  bridal  to  the 
giavc.  In  the  notorious  Freeman  trial  as  counsel  for  the  friend- 
less prisoner,  lie  e.Kiireesed  th.e  hope  that  whatever  else  might  be 
his  reputation  in  the  future,  he  meant  and  hoped  it  could  be 
truly  said  of  iiini,  '■  He  v.-as  faithful.''  And  his  ilesire  was  grati- 
fied. After  the  close  of  a  well  spent  life,  loaded  witii  honors,, 
ho  rests  in  pence. 

It  is  dinieu't.  with  our  flourishing  city  before  our  eyes,  to 
describe  t!ie  little  hamlet  i'h'iitical  with  it,  formely  known  a.s- 
"  Hardciiburgh  Corners."  Our  jirlneipal  business  street  wa.s- 
Genesee  and  that  consisted  of  st'iivs  and  dwelling  houses  inter- 
mingled, the  former  knowii  b}'  their  "  signs  "  and  their  Bulletin 
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l)oards,  leaning  ,ni;'ain3t  tlie  buildiiiCTs  and  containing  an  invcn- 
T.)rv  of  the  stock  on  hand,  somewhat  in  the  following  form: 
"Dry  Goe4s,  Tea,  Cotl'ce,  Sugar,  IJum,  Brandy,  Gin,  Tobacco, 
Butter,  CiCCie,  izcf  Tliere  were  no  fancy  liyes  in  the  mercantile 
busincss^at  that  day,  no  specialties;.  Tlie  word  or  sign  "  Store"' 
covered  everything  counted  among  the  wants  of  tlie  people  in 
a  new  country,  from  a  pound  of  nails  to  a  silk  dress.  And  in 
the  movements  of  the  trade,  barter  was  quite  as  common  as  cash 
or  credit  At  that  time  all,  or  nearly  all  our  cotton  goods  were  of 
foreign  manufacture.  A  former  citizen  of  Auburn,  now  de- 
ceased, told  me  that  a  load  of  wheat  would  barely  pay  for  pat- 
terns for  three  shirts.  AVheat  so]..l  then,  c.t  honi  thirty-one  t«> 
tliirt3'-seven  cents  per  bushel;  thirtj-one  cents  ])er  bushel  in 
cash  and  thiriy-sevcn  cents  in  trade.  But  these  things  soon 
yielded  to  the  progi'css  of  the  times. 

The  canals  and  railroads  superseded  the  huge  transportation 
■wagons  with  si.x  and  eight  horse  teams,  doing  the  transportation 
o.f  eoorls  and  produce  between  Albany  and  BuJTalo,  and  no  long 
tin.,  .  passed  when  the  price  of  wheat  was  counted  at  $3.00 
instc;;  '  uf  three  shillings  per  bushel,  with  a  corresponding  ad\'ance 
in  t.iC  '•''.lue  of  other  produce.  The  Erie  canal,  this  great 
channel  of  commerce,  will  be  remembered  by  some  present  as 
having  been  denounced  at  its  inception  by  its  opponents  as  a 
mere  political  hobby  of  one  of  Xew  York's  eminent  statesmen, 
Dev.'itt  Clinton.  After  a  lapse  of  more  than  half  a  century  it 
is  at  least  a  little  curious  to  recall  some  of  the  points  made 
against  its  coiistruciion. 

J-'irst,  That  it  could  not  be  built  so  as  to  prove  of  any  piacti- 
cal  use  on  account  of  natural  obstructions. 

,K'r,,n'I,  That  if  built  and  put  in  successful  operation  it  would 
bring  the  products  of  the  Western  States  and  Territories  in 
competition  with  tlie  farmers  of  our  state  and  ruin  their  market 
by  lowering  prices  of  all  their  produce. 

The  success  of  the  jiroject  of  this  connecting  link  between  the 
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lakes  and  the  ocean  has  vindicated  the  judgment  and  wisdom  | 

of  it  originators  and  exceeded  their  fondest  expectations.  i 

■  Now  in  speaking  of  the  early  daj-s  of  Auburn,  after  passing  j 

tnc  ei'a  of  Hardenburgh's   Corners,   Ivknow  of    BOthing   that  j 

marked  it  as  pecuhar  or  differing  from  the  then  surrounding  I 

settlements.     Progress  Vi'as  the  word  with  all  and  all  prospered.  | 

After  the  opening  of  the  canal  the  settlements  and  "Ports"  on  | 

its  line  soon  grew  into  thriving  villages,  and  this  tended    to  5 

the  benefit  and  prosjierity  of  Auburn.     Our  capitalists  invested  | 

in  and  carried  on  business  on  the  line  of  tlie  canal,  (seven  miles  I 

distant,)  as  well  as  here.  ! 

Some  now  present  will  remember  the  little  settlements  on  the  1 

-line  of  the  canal,  known  as  Weed's  Basin  and  Bucksville,  then  | 

hardly  ditlering  in  population  and  buildings  from  the  farming  j 

country  around  them,  novv  the  thriving  villages  of  Weedsport    ,  I 

and  Port  Byron.     This,  it  is  ti'uc  h:^s  InU  little  to  do  with  the  i 

earlv  days  of  Auburn,  except  by  way  of  contrast  in  showing  | 

the  march  of  improvement.  ''j 

But  T  am   passing  bevond   tlie  range  of    my  text  and  will  j 

retrace  my  steps.     In  strolling  through  our  citj'  a  few  days  ago,  | 

r- joying  the  comfort  and  convenience  of    our  well  arranged  \ 

]■■  .  my   aiud  reverted  to  our  tarly  days,  and  this  incident  i 

^■as  oroughi  to  memory.     On  the  morning  after  my  arrival  at  | 

Ai^burn,  about  my  lirsc  inquiry  was  as  to  the  location  of  the  | 

State  Prison,  then  in  the  cour^o  of  erection.     It  was  an  inquiry  j 

made  V)y  nearly  all  visitors  and  strangers  coming  among  us,  as  ] 

the  prison  e.Kcited  the  curiosity  of  all.     I  was  told  at  our  hotel,  ^_ 

that  the  distance  was  about  one  mile.     The  explanation  to  this  ; 

being  given  as  the  distance  arose  from  the  fact  that  strangers  >■ 
wishing  to  see  the  prison  were  directeel  by  the  way  of  North 

and  Garden  streets  and  never  through  State  street  ■which  w;i3  ■; 

at  that  time  a  marsh  or  quagmire.     The  sidewalks  were  comni.in  ■ 

slabs,  irregularly  strewn  along,  and  regulai'l}'  used  up  for  fuel  in  1 

the  winter.     The  bridL-^e  across  the  outlet  consisted  of  a  fallen  tree  i 
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mill  notliing  nio'-e.  Over  this  tree  our  citizens  familiar  with  the 
road  made  their  way  across  the  outlet  by  day  and  night,  and 
\villi  rarely  an  accident.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  prison 
dam  was  'i  )tlhen  built  and  the  body  of  water  in  the  outlet  was 
much  less  than  it  now  is.  The  tree  was  the  bridge  for  a  long  time, 
and  I  remember  of  only  one  fatal  fall  from  it.  The  vletini  fell 
fi-om  the  tree  at  high  water,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  was 
drowned.  Occasional  duckings  happened,  but  they  were  not 
counted  in  any  other  way  than  as  administering  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  spectators.  I  can  remember  of  but  one  sidev/alk 
withia  our  village  at  that  early  day  and  that  was  on  Genesee, 
between  State  street  and  the  bridge.  It  was  laid  with  brick, 
vras  four  feet  in  width  and  laid  four  feet  from  the  buildings; 
the  space  between  the  buildiiigs  and  the  walk  being  reserved  for 
the  merchants  and  traders  to  display  tlieir  wares  and  signs.  I 
allude  to  these  things  by  way  of  contrast  between  then  and  now, 
the  past  and  the  present. 

I  am  writing  in  my  office,  opposite  to  the  "  Exchange  Block  " 
as  it  is  called,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city,  flanked  on  the  east 
by  Exchange  street,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Colonade  Block 
cxtei'ding  to  the  Bank  of  Auburn ;  and  west  of  the  bank  carried 
,y  buildings  of  different  grades  to  William  street,  all  build- 
ings '     1   a(  "ptcd  for  use  and  ornament  to  the  city. 

This  plot  of  ground,  from  Exchange  to  William  street,  was 
known  in  1S17  as  "Bostwick's  Garden,"  and  was  enclosed  bv  a 
board  fence.  AVilliam  Bostwick  was  the  owr.er  of  the  Hotel 
known  as  '•  Coc's  "  down  to  the  spring  of  1817,  when  the  hotel 
lot  vras  iiurchased  by  Mr.  Coe. 

Mr.  Bostwick,  wdien  he  made  his  western  triji  from  Massachu- 
setts, purchased  the  state's  hundred  acres,  on  In  Xo.  40  Aureliu.-, 
now  Auburn.  It  embraced  the  land  on  which  we  are  now 
assembled.  It  is  said  that  the  location  of  our  city  was  intended 
by  our  lirst  settlers  to  be  fixed  on  the  cast  side  of  the  outlet, 
upon  the  handsome  plateau  on  and  over  part  of  which  we  now 
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extend;  counting  upon  ihc  creek  as  substantially  the  western 
bouudarj  of  the  then  village.  'J'he  shores  of  the  creek  were 
marshy  and  graced  with  a  liberal  growth  of  hemlock  trees. 
3.^lie  hemlock  iias  the  reputation  of  never  decaying  while  under 
ground  and  on'^  of  the  builder.s  of  the  Cayuga  County  Bank, 
the  late  Culonel'^i^omroy,  told  me  that  a  part  of  the  foundation 
of  that  Building,  wliich  was  built  about  forty  years  ago,  rested 
on  a  hemlock  log  or  tree. 

Now  in  the  early  days  of  Auburn  that  part  of  the  village 
east  of  the  creek  took  the  lead  in  population  and  business,  and 
the  reason  given  for  the  change  tiiat  took  place  was  that  the 
lots  west  of  the  outlet  were  much  cheaper  in  market  than  those 
on  the  hill,  and  so  the  village  pushed  its  way  west  through  the 
hemlock  swamp,  and  across  the  creek.  What  is  now  known  as 
J^last  Genesee  street  for  a  long  time  took  the  lead  'in  business. 
Georg.  Leitcli,  Salmon  G.  Grover,  Doctor  liiehard  Steel,  Ben- 
nett &,  "We'd,  were  prominent  merchants  locat'  ''  there,  with 
other's  whose  uamo^.  I  cannot,  recall.  There  too  was  the  Post 
Office,  the  ofhoe  r  '  udge  Grover,  our  princijial  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  The  Aubu.  'Center  JIou.~e  and  the  Uardenburgh  ifill. 
The  two  latter  I  ha.o  before  spoken  (  f. 

The  location  cf  the  Bank  of  Auburn  on  its  present  site  in 
the  j'car  IS  10  had  a  tendency  to  bring  business  west,  but  that 
location  was  for  some  time  iu  doubt  and  I  am  reminded  of  the 
following  incident  connected  with  it  Tlie  bank  was  chartered 
in  1817.  For  two  or  three  j'cars  following,  the  lianlcing  liouie 
was  kept  in  the  building  nov.'  known  as  tlie  National  Hotel  on 
East  Genesee  street  The  locution  of  the  bank  seemed  fixed  by 
public  opinion  and  in  fact  by  negotiations,  to  be  on  the  corner 
of  Seminary  avenue  and  East  Genesee  street,  a  small  lot,  now 
occupied  as  a  store  and  then  owned  by  Seth  Burgess.  Daniel 
Kellogg  was  at  that  time  the  president  of  the  bank.  It  hrtjipencd 
that  meeting  Yv'illiain  Bostwiek  on  one  occasion  the  latter 
inquired  of  him  ''Mr.   Kellogg  where  are  you  going  to  build 
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your  bank?"_  Mr.  Kellog.i];  replied,  '•  Oa  the  corner  of  Genesee 
street  and  Seminary  avenue,  I  suppose,  but  Mr.  Burgess  aslcs 
,  too  much  for  the  lot"  "How  much?"  "$oOO."  "Coiiieover 
liere  anrl^I  w>y..  give  you  a  lot,"  was  the  reply,  and  that  settled 
the  question  ab  to  location  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  wesi, 
enders^  The  deed  from  Mr.  Bostwiek  conve3'ed  one  acre  of 
land,  about  four  or  live  times  the  quantity  contained  in  tha 
Burgess  lot.  Tliis  gave  an  impetus  to  improvements  Vv^est  of 
the  creek  or  more  properly  speaking  the  Osvasco  outlet.  Where 
the  buildings  kuo';vn  as  the  ''Beach  Block"  now  stand,  was 
then  a  iM'ivate  re=idence  owned  by  Eeuben  Porter  and  being 
about  five  rods  front  on  Genesee  street  This  property  was  not 
long  afterward  purchased  by  Ambrose  Cock,  who  built  upon  tlie 
lot  four  or  five  small  framed  two  story  stores  with  bricic  fronts. 
These  buildings,  thought  to  be  a  great  improvement  to  Auburn 
'at  that  timi  as  in  f;ict  they  were,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  witli 
several  other  buikiinga  in  the  year  1837,  and  gave  plnce  to  the 
Beach"  Block  of  stone  building.s.  Fron\  that  time  business 
moved  ■  -t  and  the  Hill  and  fine  grounds  beyond  it  on  Ea?t 
Oenesv.,  eet  were  improved  by  fine  private  residences  princi- 
pally, anc  .le  rivalry  between  tlie  "  Swamp  "  and  the  "Hill" 
ranks  among  the  things  that  have  been.  The  outlet  is  lined 
find  llauked  by  Jiiills  and  manufactories  that  give  evidence  of 
the  prosperity  of  a  city  of  about  20,000  inhabitants,  and  not 
surpassed  in  its  beauty,  attractions  and  health}-  location  by  any 
city  in  tlie  state.  In  1S17  the  wants  of  the  reading  public  in 
our  locality  were  sujiplied  by  three  very  moderate  sized  weekly 
papeis,  to  wit:  The  Aub'/ni  Gazette,  The  Ca'juga  Patriot  and 
The  Advocate  of  the  Peoph.  The  Gazette  was  the  Clintonian 
organ,  edited  b\-  our  venerable  citizen,  Thomas  l\[.  Skinner. 
The  Patriot  was  the  Democratic  jiapLT  of  the  county,  that  organ- 
ization i.>r  ]iarty  being  then  known  as  Ivepublicans.  I  had  before 
me  a  copy  of  tiie  P^rtriot,  dated  Ai>ril  1-1,  1820,  edited  by 
Ulysses  F.  Doubieday.     It  is  a  live  column  paper  and  is  just 
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one  half  tlie  size  of  the  Anhura  }L'r,dii'j  Xcics.  It  now  graces 
tLe 'files  of  your  society  as  a  veneralilc  relic.  Tlie  Adcocafe  of 
the  Ptople,  edited  by  Henry  C.  Soutbv,-icIc,  was  a  low  salary 
organ  supporting  the  Clintonian  ])arty,  but  it  was  rather  irregu- 
lar'in  its  course  and  of  the  castigating  order.  It  had  a  brief 
existence  and  soon  passed  away. 

I   have  had   no  personal   experience  with  whicli   to  compare 

Auburn  in  iis  incipient  state  with  other  places  in  a  like  condi-  | 

tion.     It  seems  to  me  that  we  must  have  been  an  exceptionally  | 

Social,  and  sociable  community ;   when  the  labors  of  the  day  1 

were  over,  little  gatherings  of  our  people  were  to  be  found  at  | 

the  hotels   in   social   conversation    or  amusement.       Personal  | 

adventure  and  achievement  were  the  main  subjects  of  discusion  | 

and  while  one  Inanch  of  the  company  were  relating  the  how  | 

and  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  tiieir  locating  in  Auburn,  \ 

others  were  amusing  themselve;  around  tlie  "checker  board"  1 

that  in  those  times  always  graced  the  b.ir-rooni  or  the  parlor  of  our  | 

public  houses.     AVc  had  no  classes  am.         is.     All  were  in  the  | 

''■L:le  who  conducted  pi'operly  (and  a  fi"    -  ho  did  not)  whether  '! 

rich  or  poor.     Sc'!  respect  was  the  only  passport  required,  and  j 

when  that  was  lo.^t  tlie  individual  dropped  oil  on  his  own  motion.  I 

The  reasons  given  for  locating  in  Auburn  were  of  almost  every  I 

kind,  buL  all  were  seeking  their  fortunes  in  life  a?id  filled  with  1 

great  expectations.     The  reason  given  by  an  entcr[irising  young  I 

mechanic  I  will  state,  as  it  seems  to  ine  to  be  to  some  extent  | 

instructive,  aud  to  cany  a  moral  with  it,     lie  w;'.s  fi-om  Sarato-  | 

ga,  my  native  county,  ami  in  '•  looking  around,''  as  he  ter;ncd  | 

ir,   st','p['C-d  here  for  a  short  time    and    t'u  u  pui.-ued  his    pro-  \ 

sjiecting    westward    and   linaliy  ik\Lil   up'.Mi  a  village  not  one  ; 

liUTidred  miles  from  its,  as  his  future  home  ;  and  took  his  lodg-  5 

ings  at  the  principal  hotel.     Wh.ile  making  his  arrangements  he  j 

was  one  evening  seated  in  the  bar-room  when  a  woman  with  two  ' 

children,  little  girls,  came  in  and  asked  the  landlord  for  food  and  | 

shelter  for  the  nigliL     She  said  that  slie  had  but  little  money,  | 
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l.arely  enough  to  pny  licr  stage  fare  to  a  neighboring  villago, 
hi:'r  Iiomc.  '  She  was  rudely  turned  out  of  the  house.  I'he 
young  man  followed  her,  took  her  and  the  children  to  the  land- 
lady, and  ^'ranged  with  her  for  food  and  shelter.  The  next 
morning  he  ca'.'ed  for  his  bill  at  the  hotel  and  told  the  landlord 
that  he  was  about  If.-aving  tlie  villrure,  and  to  his  inquiry  why 
he  did  so,  he  answered :  I  will  not  stay  in  a  place  where  a  man 
in  your  position  treats  poor  women  and  children  as  you  did  last 
night,  I  had  a  big  sight  (no,  he  did  not  say  big,  he  was  not  par. 
tieularly  choice  in  his  language  when  excited,  and  used  a  much 
stronger  adjective,  which  I  will  not  repeat,  we  will  call  it  big,) 
I  had  a  big  siglu  rather  go  to  the  Poor  House  at  once,  than 
remain  among  you.  He  c^ime  to  Auburn,  and  was,  for  forty 
years  or  more,  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  business  man. 
He  accumulated  a  competence  and  lived  and  died  among  us  ; 
always  the  same  kind,  liberal  and  generous  man. 

In  elo-Mig  my  remark,  I  repeat  what  I  said  in  commencing 
thcrn.  Vi  I  have  said  is  rather  a  sunmiary  or  allusion  to 
events  '  at  .  "e  happened  in  Auburn  during  my  resilience  here, 
rather  tlian  a  'nstory  of  them,  but,  subject  to  a  di-^count  for 
errors  of  dates,  they  are  submitted  as  events  coming  within 
my  knowledge.  In  short  you  have  an  old  man's  stoiy : 
"Only  that  and  nothinij  more." 
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Eoswell  Frauklin  was  the  first  white  man  to  builJ  a  house 
within  the  present  limits  of  Cayuga  Count}-,  the  precise  location 
of  which  tradition  has  carefully  preserved.  Fortunately,  it  is 
situated  on  the  lands  of  a  generous  citizen  of  Aurora,  widely 
known  for  bis  liberality  and  public  spirit,  who  is  about  to  mark 
the  sui_'t  in  a  suitable  way,  that  it  ma}-  be  known  for  generations 
to  come  v.here  the  pioneer  settler  on  the  banks  of  the  Cayuga, 
driven  there  by  troubled  fortunes,  reared  a  home.  In  1S61, 
'.evenly  years  after  the  event,  and  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  "Washington,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens  of  Aurora, 
an  historical  address  in  memory  of  the  founder  of  the  village 
was  delivered  by  a  grandson,  the  Rev.  "William  S.  Franklin, 
then  of  Genoa,  now  of  Syracuse,  who  has  kindly  placed  his 
m., .  .  ,cript  at  the  disposal  of  this  Society,  and  thus  largely  fur- 
nished the  material  from  which  this  paper  lias  been  pirepared. 

Captain  Pioswell  Franklin  was  born  in  the  town  of  W^ood- 
V  j'y,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  his  early  training  was  of  the 
•n,  Puritan  type,  characteristic  of  New  l>iigland  in  tlie  first 
•■-...f  of  the  last  century.  On  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  French 
and  Indian  war,  in  1755,  whicli  was  the  struggle  between  France 
and  lilngland  for  dominion  on  this  continent,  3-oung  Franklin 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  British  army,  and  took  part  in  the 
various  engsgemeuts  whicli  were  fought  upon  the  northern 
frontier  and  in  Canada,  and  whicli  resulted  in  tlie  triumph  of 
tlie  English  arm}-.  Both  the  combatants  had  strained  every 
nerve  iii"ion  the  bloody  arena,  and  both  had  enlisted  the  Indian 
tribts  iu  tlie  conllict.     '' Conllagration,  massacre,  outrage  filled 
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nll.homcs  v>ith  consternation  and  deluged  the  land  in  misery." 
Even  the  cabin  of  tlie  lonely  settler  was  sought  out  by  savage 
allies  and  its  helpless  inmates  brutally  murdered.  The  war 
,-  'Je.sted  for  seven  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  Quebec  in  1760,  France 
■iost  the  p.ssession  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  with  it  her  cherished 
Canadian  colonies,  but  still  retained  her  original  hold  of  the 
territory  of  Louisiana,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  had 
succeeded  in  inciting  the  Cherokees,  the  most  powerful  of  the 
neighboring  tribes,  against  the  more  southern  English  colonies, 
plundering,  massacring,  scalping  the  inhabitants  of  the  more 
exposed  settlements.  In  the  meanwhile,  England  had  declared 
war  against  Spain,  then  in  possession  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and 
in  decided  sym]iathy  with  the  French  in  the  great  struggle.  0:ie 
blow  remained  to  be  struck  before  the  victory  was  comjilete, 
and  this  was  aimed  at  the  Spanish  stronghold  ;  and  in  1762,  a 
naval  expedition  was  fitted  out  in  England  against  Havana, 
consisting  of  nineteen  shijis  of  the  line,  eighteen  frigates  aud  f 

about  one  hundred  and    fifty  transports,  with   ten   thousand  | 

troops  on  board.     These  foi'ces  were  joined  by  about  four  tliou-  i 

sand  troojis,  drafted  for  this  purpose,  in  this  country — among  | 

whom  was  Eoswell  Franklin,  who  had  already  done  such  valiant  | 

service  m  successive  campaigns  of  the  war,  and  had  become  | 

inured   *      ".   soldier's   life.      The   fleet   was   commanded    by  | 

AdiJi...       ococke,  who  had  won  dislinction  in  a  similar  expedi-  j 

tion  against  the  East  Indies :  the  land  foi'ces  were  under  the  j 

direction  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle.     On  the  vray  to  Havana  i 

thrtc  of  the  transports  were  v/recked,  and  Franklin  among  oth-  | 

ers,  cast  upon   an   uninhabited  island,  where   they  were  com-  i 

})elled  to  remain  until  the  voyage  could  be  made  and  means  i 

could  be  provided  for  their  relief,  owing  to  tlie  crowded  condi-  >. 

tion  of  the  transports.     This  occupied  fourteen  days,  during  j 

which  the  wrecked  soldiers  sufl^ercd  great  hardships,  their  scanty'  | 

provisions  saturated  with  sea  water,  and  without  shelter  from  a  I 

Jropical  sun.     Discipline,    however,   was    maintained,  and  the  } 
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men  pinJe  the  best  of  tlieir  circumstances.  Tliey  succeeded  in 
distilling  sea  water  for  drinking  purposes,  but  in  such  limited 
quantities   that   the  cask   which  contained  it   was  constantly 

*  .T-der  guard,  and  rations  served  to  each  man  with  the  most 
caceful  eco  lomy.  The  story  is  told  of  Franklin,  and  the  con- 
fession must  have  come  from  himself  after  all  danger  from 
detection  was  passed,  that  one  night  when  he  was  on  duty 
guarding  the  cask,  his  thirst  got  the  better  of  his  fidelity ;  and, 
as  the  only  means  of  access  to  its  tantalizing  contents  was 
through  the  bung  hole,  by  cutting  otf  the  point  of  his  bayonet 
sheath,  he  found  himself  with  a  convenient  tube,  which 
answered  his  purpose ;  and  we  forbear  all  criticism  of  the  mo- 

-.,rality  of  the  act  until  we  are  put  in  his  j.ilace. 

■'■'ter  the  lapse  of  two  weeks,  the  returned  transports  arrived 
a .  .  .Aoon  Franklin  and  his  comrades  vrere  among  the  beseigers 
bciure  the  walls  of  Havana.  The  plnce  then,  as  now,  was 
strongly  fortified  by  nature  and  art,  while  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor was  menaced  by  fourteen  Spanish  ships  of  the  line.  At 
length  a  landing  was  efi'ected  by  the  British  troops,  who  also 
succeeded  in  dragging  their  cannon  up  a  bold  and  rocky 
declivity,  thougli  at  fearful  cost,  many  of  the  men  dropping 
dead  i.jm  thirst  and  heat  The  seige  was  maintained  with 
varying  fortunes,  and  v.ith  unabated  ardor,  although  hardship, 
and  the  diseases  incident  to  the  climate,  had  rendered  two-thirds 
of  the  attacking  force  unfit  for  service,  a  breach  was  eftected, 
the  fort  stormed  and  the  garrison  captured.  Foui'  hundred 
Spaniards  were  cut  to  pieces  or  drowned  in  theii'  attempt  to 
escape.  The  rest  laid  down  their  arms  and  obtained  quarters. 
The  seige  which  lasted  twelve  v,-eeks,  resulted  in  the  surrender 
of  the  city,  witii  a  di.-ti-ict  of  one  hundred  and  eigiity  miles  to 
the  wfstwai-d,  together  with  the  shi]js  and  armament  of  the 
harbor.  This  was  perhaps  the  heaviest  single  blow  ever  struck 
by  any  nation  ;  for  besides  crippling  immensely  tlie  resources 
of  her  enemy,  it  gave  to  England  the  absolute  command  of 
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the   Gulf   of   Mexico,  and   eventually   tlie    possession    of    the 
whole  Anicriciia  Archiiielago. 

From  this  expedition,  the  success  of  which  inured  to  the 
'honor  of  all  engaged  in  it,  Franklin  returned  to  his  native 
'  town,  where  he  was  soon  married  and  settled  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  This  was  in  1762.  But  about  this  time,  a  company 
was  chartered  in  Connecticut,  under  the  title  of  the  Susrpe- 
hanna  Co.,  to  puichase  from  the  Indians,  the  Wyoming  Valley 
with  the  intent  to  colonize  it  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  first 
attempt  toward  its  settlement  failed,  and  the  enterprise  was  for 
a  time  suspended.  In  the  meanwliile  a  rival  company,  formed 
in  Pennsylvania,  laid  claim  to  this  teii'itory  as  included  iu  the 
Pu.nn  Ciiarter,  v/hicli  gave  rise  to  a  serious  dispute  known  in 
the  history  of  the  time,  as  the  Penamite  war.  Moreover,  the 
Pennsjdvanians  had  a  deed  of  purchase  from  the  Six  Nations, 
who  claimed  the  right  of  conquest  over  this  territory,  and  their 
<leed  had  been  ratitied  at  a  grand  council  held  at  Fort  Stanwix. 
."Nothing  daunted  at  this,  the  Connecticut  Company,  resumed 
their  attempts  to  occupy  the  disputed  region,  early  iu  the  year 
■of  1769,  to  tind  the  rival  colony  in  possession  of  the  improve- 
ments previously  made,  with  a  bloclc  house  and  the  necessary 
preparations  to  defend  their  claim. 

It  was  while  these  troubles  were  at  their  height,  and  in  tlie 
spring  of  1770,  that  Capt.  Franklin,  leaving  his  family  for  tlie 
time,  came  from  Woodbury  to  Wyoming,  liaving  already 
Jjicome  identified  with  the  Connecticut  enterprise.  The  dis- 
tance was  about  800  miles,  and  the  journey  one  of  peril  and 
difficulty  under  the  most  favored  oondilions.  He  got  througli 
safely  from  Woodbury,  but  on  his  return  for  his  family,  in 
coMijiaiiv  w'tUi  several  otlicrs,  and  wiiile  stojiping  for  the  niglit 
on  the  Jersi^y  side  of  the  Uehiware,  oj'pnsite  Eastern,  Pa.,  he 
and  his  companions  were  sieved  by  the  Penamites,  lodged  in 
the  ea-tern  jail,  and  put  upon  bread  and  water.  Accustomed 
as  one  here  was  to  liard   fare  and  rough   usage,  he  was  not   dis- 
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posed  tamely  to  submit  to  such  treatment,  but  take  the  first 
tjpjjortunit}'  to  make  his  escape.  Ilis  fellow  prisonei's  readily 
entered  into  bis  vie'\V3  and  chose  him  as  their  leader.  "I  am 
tl/e  .cni^llesttman  among  you,"  he  replied,  "but  will  undertake 
the  liusines  on  condition,  that  in  case  of  failure  you  will  share 
the  consequences  with  me."  To  this  they  all  agreed.  The 
prison  was  well  guarded  and  the  only  chance  of  escape  was 
in  the  daytime  andjby  strategy.  The  men  were  confined  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  building  and  allowed  once  a  day  to  go 
down  in  companies  of  four  at  a  time,  attended  by  a  keeper,  and 
into  a  small  yard  in  the  rear,  for  exercise.  It  so  happened  that 
on  the  afternoon  fixed  for  the  escape,  tlie  jailer  was  absent  and 
a  deputy  aided  by  several  citizens  was  in  charge.  When  the 
squad  to  which  Franklin  belonged  was  brought  down  into  the 
yard,  he  challenged  the  deput}'  off.cer  to  a  hop  match,  which 
was  readily  accepted  and  so  arranged  that  each  was  to  hop 
across  the  yard  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the  door  that  k-d 
^^back  into  the  building.  Franklin  made  his  three  hops,  and  as 
)  j  competitor  was  about  to  follow,  he  cried  out,  "  wait  till  I 
'  '"-"e  back  and  see  that  3'ou  start  fair."  It  was  all  satisfactory 
and  the  beguiled  oiiicer  was  doing  his  liest  to  out-jump  his 
prisoner,  Franklin  and  his  three  companions,  wlio  had  kept 
near  him,  sprang  for  the  door  which  had  been  left  unlocked, 
and  quickly  turned  the  key  on  the  keeper  and  his  attendants. 
Once  in  the  building,  the  other  prisoners  were  quickly  liberated, 
and  all  pro\"iding  themselves  with  arms  and  amunition  stored 
there  for  an  emei'geney,  they  made  for  the  gate  which  opened 
into  the  street,  the  key  to  which  they  had  rendily  succeeded  in 
fiui.ling.  The  outcry  of  the  ouieer  and  his  fellow  guards, 
imprisoned  in  the  jail  yard  had  l>rought  a  number  of  the  citi- 
zens together,  but  fortunately  they  were  unarmed,  and  as  the 
captain  and  his  little  company  marched  out  v,-ith  their  guns  and 
in  strict  military  oi-der,  the  astonished  crowd  luirdly  compre- 
hending the  situation,  parted  to  the  right  and  left,  and  were 
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allowed  to  go  their  way.  But  the  danger  of  recapture  was  by 
no  nieaus  over.  The  rest  of  the  party,  thinking  it  unnecessary 
How  that  tbey  were  out  of  the  v'lhige,  to  keep  together,  con- 
r  trary  to  the  advice  of  their  leader,  broke  up,  each  one  looking 
out  for  himself;  and  it  so  happened  that  all  were  retaken, 
except  Franklin,  and  put  back  in  their  old  place  of  confine- 
loent  Disposing  of  his  gun,  he  cut  a  good  sliced  hickory  stick 
which  would  serve  for  a  club  in  an  emergency,  he  concealed 
himself  in  a  bush  pasture  uutil  dark,  when  he  laid  his  course 
directly  for  the  village,  passed  through  the  main  street  to  the 
river,  without  the  suspicion  that  he  was  one  (  'he  escaped 
prisoners.  Grossing  the  river  in  a  canoe  wliicf  .^J^iund  at 
hand,  he  wandered  in  the  darkness  wet,  hunfrrv  and  without  a  3 

coat  to  his  back,  and  in  the  morning  found  himself  still  so  near  \ 

to  the  village  thai  he  could  hear  the  beat  of  the  drums  calling  ' 

the  people  to  arms,     lie  soon  found  his  way  to  a  house,  where  \ 

he  was  kindly  received  after  relating   his  adventure,  and  his  I 

host  sent  him  oi  jis  way  recruited  and  in  excellent  spirits,  with.  ; 

instructions  how  he  might  best  reach  Woodbury,  where  he  ; 

arrived  in  s-afetj   <nd  in  due  time  returned  to  Wyoming  with  j 

his  family.  | 

Here  he  found  the  war  betw(.>en  the  rival  colonists  as  bitter  | 

as  ever.     C'ertaiii  overtures  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  set-  I 

tiers  toward  an  amicable  adjustment  of  diillculties  served  only  | 

to  encourage  hostilities,  and  even  con2:ress  them  in  session  at  s 

Phihflelphia  was  invoked  to  secure  a  peace,  but  without  eR'ect.  j 

In  December,  1773,  a  force  of  four  hundred  Pennsylvanians  | 

well  armed  and  provisioned,  under  command  of  Colonel  Plunk-  -; 

eft,  mui'ched  aga.inst  the  setllemeai  to  disiiossess  the  Yankies,  : 

having  come  up  tlie  river  in  boats,  and  v;ith  the  intention  of  > 

making  the  attack  from  the  west  sitle.     But  here  his  advance  t 

was  intercepted  by  a  stout  breast  v.'ork  of  logs,  on  the  slope  of  ^ 

a  wooded  hill  which  cropped  down  near  the  water's  edge,  and  _| 

from  which  he  was  received  with  such  a  heavy  and  well  directed  | 
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fire  'liat  lie  "VN'as  compelled  to  retreat  and  abandon  the  attack  from 
tlir.t  direction.     Ttit\only  alternative,  was  to  cross  the  river  and 

approach  the  settlement  from  the  east  side.     At  thia  juncture  j 

Captaiil  Franklin  received  orders  to  intercept  the  enemy,  should  j 
this  p/ove  to  L„  the  movement,  and  he  was  allowed  to  choo.^e 
his  men.     The  occasion  required  prompt  and  enerjeetic  action. 

It  was  growing. late  in  the  afternoon;  boats  had  to  be  secured  j 

and  eA'erythin<::;  depended  upon  getting  the  start  of  the  invaders.  j 

Before  sun.s     ^""'ranklin  had  his  men  over  the  river,  some  three  | 

miles  from  t.        ''':."t  where  it  was  anticipated  Plunkett's  force  | 

would  cross,  anil  by  a  rapid  march  reached  the  spot  just  in  time  j 

to  hear  through  the  darkness  the  boats  of  the  enemy  crushing  I 

the  anchor  ice,  as  they  ncarcd  the  shore.     All  was  silent  ftir  the  j 

moment  on  the  bank,  but  as  the  unsuspecting  foe  was  about  to  j 

land,  a  sharp  volley  of  musketr}'-  bursting  out  of  the  darkness  | 

threw  the  entire  force  into  such  confusion,  that  nothing  remained  | 

to  Plunkett  and  his  army,  but  to  make  their  escape  as  best  they  i 

could,  arjd  th„s  the  settlement  was  saved  without  the  loss  of  a  i 

single  life  on  the  side  of  its  heroic  defenders.     This  was  the  j 

last  attempt  O/    the  part  of  Pennsjdvania,  at  least  for  several  j 

3 ears,  to  dispossess  the  Connecticut  colonists  of  their  foothold  ] 

in  the  Wyoming  Yalloy.                                                      '  i 

This  was  in  the  year  1775,  leaving  but  a  brief  interval  of  | 
comparative   quiet  before  the   outbreak  of  the  Kcvolutionary 
War,  which  •was  to  demand   new  sncnfices  of  patriotism  and 

valor,  and  soon  to  devast;itc  their  fnir  vallov  and  drench  it  in  ■ 

the   blood    of    its  inhabitants.       Captain    Franklin    was    early  i 

enlisted  as  a  coinrcissioned  oHicer  in  "\V;'.^hi;!gton's  army,  and  i 

served   in  its  sevei'al  campaigns  up    to    tlie  summer  of  1778,  i 

^vhe^  with  sevgral  other  olilcers  of  tlie  main  army   from   the  ; 

vicinity,  he  was  allowed  to  rciurn  to  Wyoming,  in  view  of  tlie  ] 
threatened  and  defenceless  condition  of  that  region.    He  arrived 
in  time  to  take  ]iart  in  the  brave  but  ineffectual  defence  against 
the  invasion  of  Butler  with  his  Tory  Rangers  and  Indians,  the 
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Story  of  wliich  is  too  familiar  to  need  repetition  here,  and  forms 
ono  of  the  most  tlirilling  chapters  in  American  history.  Not 
more  than  300  men,  old  and  young-,  could  be  mustered  to  I'csist 
the  enemy,  numbering  over  a  thousand  strong.  With  this 
comparatively  small  force,  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  a  continental 
officer  of  proverbial  bravery  and  skill,  left  the  fort,  on  the  3rd 
of  July,  and  the  same  day  gave  battle  to  the  enemy,  on  open 
ground.     After  a  desperate  struggle,  the  little  band  gave  way,  \ 

with  a  loss  of  two-thirds  of  their  number,  who  were  massacred  I 

bv  the  Tories  and  Indians,  with  everv  demonstration  of  savage  I 

cruelty,  showing  even  to  prisoners  no  quarter  or  mercy.     CajH.  1 

Franklin,  who  had  a  comniand  under  Col.  Dorronce,  stood  his  j 

ground,  endeavoring   to  rall}^  his  men,   even  after  the  general  | 

rout  began,  until  orders  came  from  his  superior  officer  that  all  | 

was  lost  and  they  must  look  out  for  themselves.     Two  of  his  | 

brothers  had  already  fallen  in   the  f:ght ;  and  his  only  chance  ! 

of  escape  was  in  the  direction  of  a  settlement.     In  his  flight,  i 

tlie  Indians  were  in  such  close  pursuit  that  he  would  turn  and  i 

fire  upon  them,  reload   his  gun  while  rurming,  then  fire  again,  j 

exnccting  every  moment  to  be  his  last.     Comine  to  the  bank  | 

of  a  small  stream,  down  wliich  was  a  dense  thicket  of  alders  ; 

and  hazel  bushes,  and  being  closely  pressed  by  his  pursuers,  he  J 

hurriedly  poured  a  quantity  of  powder  into  the  muzzle  of  his  | 

gun,  and  dropped  in  two  balls  which  he  had  kept  in  his  mouth  | 

for  an  emergency,  and  ])lunging  into  the  thicket,  threw  himself  { 

fiat  on  the  ground,  drew  his  faithful  weapon  close  to  his  side,  | 

and  awaited  the  result.     The  savages  were  soon  upon  his  hid-  j 

ing  place.  Lie  could  hear  their  steallliy  footsteps  all  around 
him.  His  commanding  ofliccr,  Col.  Darrerioe,  v,"as  massacred 
but  a  few  rods  oil".  lie  licard  hiui  oeg  fur  quarter,  even  the 
blows  of  the  hatchet,  and  tlie  death  groan.  One  after  another, 
the  Indians  in  their  hunt  for  victims,  passed  close  to  the  spot 
wiiere  he  lay  concealed,  until  all  was  still  :  w  lien,  now  near  sun- 
.set,  he  ventured  to  raise  his  head  and  look  about  him  ;  and,  as 
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no  enemy  appeared  he  made  his  way  to  tl'.e  settlement,  to  v.it- 
i;e.-;s  the  boiTors  of  that  awfnl  niglit,  from  which  the  tcrriilod 
inhabitants  wlio  had  escaped  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife, 
were  fleeing  in  all  directions  toward  the  mountains  and  forests 
ur.der  the  coverof  the  darkness,  ifrs.  Franklin,  upon  learning 
of  the  result  of  the  battle  and  supposirig  him  to  be  among  the 
vi'jtims  of  the  massacre,  had  taken  their  six  children  in  a  boat 
and  fled  down  the  river,  lie  joined  them  the  next  day  and 
C''>nducted  them  to  a  place  of  safety,  -where  thej'remained  until 
tlie  following  spring.  His  only  de[)endence  to  sustain  his  fam- 
ily in  the  meanwhile,  was  what  he  was  able  to  gather  from  the 
remains  of  his  crops  on  the  farm  at  Wyoming.  On  returning 
from  one  of  these  visits  after  supplies,  he  found  that  thev  had 
been  down  with  small  pox,  and  that  one  of  the  children  had 
died  of  the  loathesome  disease.  In  the  spring  he  returned 
with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  his  pillaged  home,  onl3'  to 
encounter  a  iiew  sorrow.  He  had  already  taken  his  eldest  son, 
Joseph,  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  in  advance  to  Vr'yoming.  and 
on  completing  an  encampment  tor  the  return  of  the  rest  of  the 
famiU',  had  left  him  with  a  neighbor  named  Lester;  but  on 
coming  back  learned  that  Lester  had  been  murdered  by  tiie 
tlie  Indians  and  the  family  taken  prisoners.  Joseph  in  atte.mot- 
ing  to  escape  was  shot  through  the  thigh,  which  disabled  hini 
from  keeping  up  with  the  par'y.  He  was  left  behind  in  charge 
of  two  Indians,  who  doululess  tomahawked  him,  as  the^^ioincd 
the  main  party  the  next  day  v.dth  a  fresh  scalp,  and  the  lad  v.-as 
never  afterward  lieaial  fi'oni.  Tlie  two  or  three  families  that 
ventured  back  into  the  neighl)orhood,  in  a  few  da3-s,  had  disap- 
peared, and  Franklin  was  left  v,-ith  his  household,  amid  the  sor- 
rows and  perils  of  the  place. 

At  different  times,  both  before  and  after  the  Wyoming  battle, 
the.  settlers  vrere  annoved  by  t!ie  Indians,  who  would  ke<.>p 
watch  upon  tlie  surrounding  hills,  and  seizing  the  favorable 
opportunity,    would    rush    upon   some    defenceless    family  for 
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plunder  or  murder,  or  waylay  the  road  for  prisoners.  Franklin 
seems  to  liave  his  full  share  of  such  experiences.  Early  one 
morning,  before  it  was  scarcely  light,  hearing  a  noise  about  his 
premises,  he  discovered  three  Indians,  prowling  from  a  corner  of 
his  calf  pasture,  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  and  gave  them 
a  shot,  to  some  purj^ose,  as  the  fence  they  crossed  in  their  flight 
was  stained  with  blood.  At  another  time,  hearing  an  ominous 
squealing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  hog  pen,  he  cautiously 
crept  behind  a  brusli  fence  till  he  came  in  fair  view  of  the 
Indians  killing  his  hogs,  and  as  one  of  them  rose  up  from  Lis 
work  a  fair  mark,  Franklin  drew  up  his  gun  and  Onished  him. 
On  another  occasion  when  he,  with  others,  were  on  a  scouting 
expedition,  they  encountered  a  party  of  Indians  in  the  woods, 
who  being  partly  outflanked,  had  formed  a  line  of  battle,  in  the 
shape  of  a  half  moon.  Franklin,  who  had  a  position  at  the 
end  of  the  opposing  line,  espied  an  Indian  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, evidently  watching  his  chance  to  get  a  shot  at  somebody 
in  an  opposite  direction,  at  the  same  time  seeking  to  shield 
himself  beliind  a  tree.  But  so  eager  was  the  savage  to  kill  his 
enem}',  that  he  incautiously  exposed  his  body,  when  Fi-aukiiu 
put  a  ball  through  him,  ran  up,  seized  his  gun,  stripped  ojI  his 
accoutrements,  and  would  have  scalped  him,  but  for  one.  of  the 
scouts  who  was  more  expert  in  the  business.  In  such  v.-avs, 
he  had  become  well  known  to  the  Indians  who  both  hated  and 
feared  him,  and  were  ever  on  his  track  for  revenge.  IIov*-  wcil 
they  succeeded  will  now  appear,  in  troubles  which  came  thick 
and  fast. 

He  had  now  moved  his  family  about  three  miles  up  the  river 
to  Solomon's  creek,  as  it  v.as  called,  near  to  a  bk:c!;  house 
erected  for  defence  of  the  settlers  against  the  incursions  of  Tori'.'S 
and  Indians.  One  of  his  lirst  experietices  here  was  the  cujuurc 
of  his  second  son  Eoswell,  and  Arnold  Franklin,  a  nephew, 
(son  of  one  of  the  brothers  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Wyoming), 
that  came  to  live  with  his  uncle  about  the  time  Jo.>cpu  was 
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tnken  prisoner  and  murdered.  The  two  lads  were  on  their  way 
from  the  block  house,  down  to  the  farm  three  miles  away, 
when  several  Indians  sprang  upon  them  from  a  clump  of  bushes 
by  the  roadside,  and  strange  enough  to  the  bo^'s,  took  them 
right  on  to  the  place  where  they  were  going;  but  as  they  came 
into  the  neighborhood  of  the  farm,  they  found  their  captors 
had  secured  six  horses,  three  of  which  were  Franklin's,  and 
that  they  were  to  be  carried  as  prisoners  to  the  British  fort  at 
Niagara.  The  journey  was  a  trying  one  to  these  lads.  At  one 
time  the  party  were  nearly  five  days  without  anything  to  eat, 
exccj)!  nuts  and  berries  they  found  in  the  woods,  when  the 
monotony  of  the  journey  was  relieved  by  killing  a  bear  and 
her  two  cubs,  which  for  a  while  amply  supplied  their  wants. 
On  apj)roaching  a  Seneca  village,  their  captors  gave  a  peculiar 
yell,  which,  as  if  by  magic,  brought  togeth.er  a  crowd,  old  and 
young,  men  and  women,  with  clubs,  sticks,  or  whatever  each 
one  in  his  haste  could  lay  hold  of,  and  here  the  prisoners 
were  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet;  and  young  Koswell, 
in  giving  the  account  some  years  afterward,  says  he  expected 
to  be  killed  and  was  actually  almost  pounded  to  death.  On 
their  arrival  at  Niagara,  the  two  boys  were  put  to  service  as 
waiters  to  two  British  ofiicers,  which  if  it  brought  them  some 
rough  usage,  also  enlarged  their  observation,  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  they  were  released  and  returned  home,  by  way 
of  Lake  Champlaiu  and  Ticonderoga,  where  they  sold  their 
blankets,  wliich  gave  them  a  little  money,  and  proceeded  ou 
foot  to  Albany.  Here  they  found  a  chance  down  the  rivei', 
when  they  made  directly  for  the  Valley  of  Wyoming,  now  and 
then  catching  a  ride  for  brief  distances.  When  the  lads  arrived 
at  the  house,  which  was  diii'erent  from  the  one  they  left,  the 
old  man  was  so  overcome,  that  for  some  minutes  he  could 
neither  speak  nor  listen  to  tlieir  stor}'.  For  two  years  ho  hu'.l 
been  in  ignorance  of  their  fate,  whether  they  were  dead  or  alive. 
In  the  meanwhile,  and  not  long  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
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boyp,  a  crowning  calamity  had  befallen  the  householil,  wliicli 
tried  Iri-^  nerve  and  tested  his  manhood,  as  nan^iit  else,  hith- 
eito,  in  all  his  hard  experience. 

It  was  the  capture  ©{  his  family  by  the  Indians  in  the  spring 
ot  1781,  a  full  detailed  narrative  of  ^vhich  I  have  before  mo, 
but  whieli  I  must  condense  lest  you  be  Nvearied  \vith  this  recital 
of  misfortunes. 

It  was  on  Sunday  about  noon,  as  Mrs.  Franklin  was  prepar- 
ing for  dinner,  that  she  sent  one  of  the  children  to  the  spring, 
only  a  short  distance  away,  for  a  pitcher  of  water.  The  child  not 
returning  and  making  no  answer  to  the  repeated  calls  from  t!ie 

house,  the  mother  at  once  suspected  that  Indians  were  lurking  I 

about  the  premises.     Mr.  Franklin  hud  been  absent  from  the  | 

liouse  but  a  short  time,  in  search  of  one  of  his  pigs  that  had  | 

Etrayed  from  the  pen  and  had  not  i-eturned,  when  eight  Indians  | 

armed,  suddenly  enterted  and  pointed  their  guns  at  the  defence-  | 

less  mother,  and  her  little  ones,  but  seeing  no  man  about  the  I 

liousp,  gave  each  one  a  thump  with  the  *ist,  as  much  as  to  say  | 

you  are  our  prisoiiors.     Having  hastily  pillaged  the  house  and  | 

set  it  on  lire,  the}'  started  with  their  cayitiyes  for  the  adjacent  | 

mountains.      Captain   Franklin   returned   to  see  his  home   in  9. 

flames,  and  just  as  the  roof  was  falling  in.     Searching  for  indi-  1 

cations  whether  the  fire  might  be  accidental  or  the  work  of  his  '| 

enemies,  he  found  two  guns,  which  he  had  won  from  tlie  savages  \ 

in  previous  encounters,   broken  to  pieces  and   the  fragments  | 

lying  by  a  stumj)  near  at  hand.     Otlier  evidence  showed  it  to  \ 

be  tl;e  work  of  Indians.     A  fev/  ncighboi's  i-allicd  to  the  scene  j 

and  were  soon  on  track  of  the  fugitives.     They  followed  the  .^ 

trail  for  several  days,  wiien  they  discovered  the  Indian  jiarty  :, 

concealed  in  some  oak  bushes,  covering  the  hill  side,  evidently  j 

aware  of  their  approach  and  on  the  alert.     The  first  intimation  | 

that  the  captives  had  that  white  rnen  were  in  ]<ursuit,  was  the  | 

exchange  of  shots  betv.-cen  tlie  panics,  and  as  the  tight  was  in  | 

the  bashes  and  desultory,  they  were  in  constant  duneer  from  both  \ 

\ 
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sides.     Indians  in  those  days  were  called  "  Copperheads  "'  by 

the  whites,  while  in  turn  white  men  were  nicknamed  "Eebels" 

by  the  Indians  ;  and  these  epithets  they  could  hear  passing  back 

and  forth,  as  thr^y  nestled  close  to  the  ground,  while  the  bullets 

whizzed  over  tliem.      After  a  hot  contest,  in  which  six  of  the 

Indians  were  killed  they  retreated  leaving  the  remaining  party 

masters  of  the  ground.     But  just  as  the  firing  had  ceased,  Mrs. 

Franklin,  anxious  to  know  whether  her  husband  was  there,  raised- 

npon  her  elbow,  for  her  first  look,  when  she  was  shot  by  one  of  the 

Indians  and  fa!li;ig  back  among  her  children,  expired.     Up  to 

this  moment  the  children  themselves,  were  in  ignorance  of  what 

all  this  meant  ami  as  3'et  their  deliverers  had  not  discovered  any 

one  of  the  captives.     The  eldest  daughter,  Olive,  then  thirteen  : 

years  of  age,  in  her  account  given  many  years  afterward,  says: 

"  i  soon  arose  and  sat  up.     It  was  still ;  not  a  breath  of  air  tC' 

stir  the  leaf  of  a  bush ;  the  silence  of  death  was  around  us. 

We  were  a  desolate  little  comjiany.     I  first  looked  at  my  mother  I 

lying  dead  at  my  side  and  next  at  my  brother  and  sister,  and  \ 

then  thought  to  myself  what  shall  we  do.     One  thought  filled  J 

my  mind,  ajul   that  was  to  get  back  to  the  spot  from  whence'  j 

■we  were  taken.     I  was  full  of  hope  that  we  should  be  able  to  ! 

get  back  to  our  old  place,  and  took  my  brother  on  my  back  and  j 

spoke  to  my  sister  to  run  along  the  path  before  us.     We  started-  - 

and  went  forward  a  few  yards  and  appeared  to  be  getting  on  1 

well,  when  suddenly  we  heard  somebody  shouting  after  us.  I 

Tiiere,  I  told  yon,  said  m^'  sister,  the  Indians  would  be  after  us  j 

and  catch   us  again.     Once  rnoro  we  heard  a  man  crying  out  ; 

and  trying  to  hail   us.     I  listened  and   kncv,'  his  voice.     He 

spoke  with   all  his  might  and  said,  run  you  dear  souls,  run  I 

I  leaped  for  joy  with  the  boy  on  my  back  ;  and  v:e  llew  to  the 

arms  of  our  friend  who  now  for  the  first  we  had  known,  had 

corne  to  our  rescue. 

The  party  had  now  to  make  their  way  back  a  distance  of  { 

over  sixty  miles,  leaving  the  body  of    the  wife  and  mother 
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unburieil  in  the  forest,  and  exposed  at  every  step  of  the  way 

to  tresh  dangers  from  a  wily  and  revengeful  foe.     When  they 

had  got  as  near  the  end  of  their  journey  as  Wilkesbarrc,  the 

people  along  the  river  had  wind  of  their  coming  and   among 

the  crowd  to  welcome  their  arrival  at  this  point  was  Franklin 

himself,  whose  anxieties  had  v/ell  nigh  prostrated  him,  and  who 

was  now  to  be  relieved  from  his  painful  suspense,  in  mingled 

emotions  of  sorrow  and  of  joy.     A  man  must  be  made  of  stern 

stufi  to  go  through  such  an   experience  and  not  lose  courage. 

But  those  were  rough  times  which  made  women  and  even  chil- 

dion  heroic,  when  life  was  a  continuous  fic/ht  for  existence,  and 

sufferings  which  are  simply  ajipalling  to  us  in  their  recital,  | 

became  the  ordinary  lot  of  the  hardy  pioneer.  ; 

In  1784.  some  three  years  after  tiiese  events,  Cupt.  Franklin  I 

had  re-established  a  home,  having  taken  for  his  second  wife  the  \ 

widow  of  his  neighbor  Lester  who  was  murdered  by  the  Indians  I 

at  the  same  time,  his  own  sou,  to  which  reference  has  already  * 

been  made.     He  was  now  to  all  appearance  settled  in  life,  with  J 

better  prospects  in  the  return  of  peace  and  comparative  social  ■ 

order.     But  it  would  seem  there  was  no  rest  for  this  man  from  j 

misfortune  and  disaster.     A   fresh   calamity   came   upon  hita  | 

which  determined  him  to  leave  the  Wvomine,-  vallcv,  and  ulti-  i 

i 

mately  brought  him  into  this  region.     The  great  ice  freshet  on  i 

the  Susquehanna,  in  the  spring  of  ITS-i,  which  was   terribly  ] 

destructive  along  its  banks,  deluged  his   farm,  swept   away  his  ! 

buildings,  live  slock,  grain,   while   he   and   his  family   barely  ] 

escaped  v.'ith  their  lives.     13ut  for  a  bloek  house  in  the  vicinity  1 

in  which  they  found  refuge,  and  which  .stood  the  madness  of  J 

the  current,  and  masses  of   ice,  before  wliich   every   ordinary  :, 

building  was  carrier!  awa^',  they  must  h?ve  perished.  i 

This  broke  him  up  at  Wyoming,  and   he  moved  with  his  | 

fam.ily,  sixty  miles  up    the  river,  to  a  place  called    ^\''ysock-.  1 

During  his  residence  here  of  five  years,  he  encountered  numer-  | 

ous  discouragements,  and  was  still  casti;i:r  about  for  a  more  ) 

i 

1 
i 
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favorable  iDcation.  In  1788,  four  years  after  he  left,  Wyoming, 
a  companv  was  formed,  composed  of  settlers  in  that  valley,  who 
like  himself,  were  seeking  a  more  quiet  abode;  and  succeeded 
in  negotiating  an  arrangement  ■with  the  Indians  for  the  lands 
lying  between  tlie  Ca3'uga  and  Owa^?co  Lakes,  in  the  form  of 
a  perpetual  lease,  for  a  stipulated  sum  to  be  paid  annuall}-, 
and  witli  a  view  to  settlement.  In  pursuance  of  this  object, 
Capt.  Franklin  with  Elisha  Durkee  and  others,  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year,  made  a  survey  of  these  lands,  dividing  them 
into  lots  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}-  acres  each.  This  coiripany 
was  known  as  the  Little  Lessee  Co.,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
one  which  about  the  same  time  had  leased  from  the  Indians, 
lands  west  of  the  C.iyuga  Lake. 

With  the  way  thus  pi-epared,  Franklin  left  Wysocl:,  in  March 
1789,  with  his  own,  and  the  family  ot  his  son-in-I;iw,  Ebenezer 
White,  for  their  ricw  home  on  the  banks  of  tiie  Cayuga.  The 
little  emigrant  train  consisted  of  two  or  three  sieighs,  for  the 
snow  was  still  upon  t'lie  ground,  with  the  household  eiieots,  and 
a  sintill  drove  of  live  stock.  Tlie  eniigrants  followed  tlie  river 
as  far  as  Owego,  wliore  the  train  divided,  the  live  stock  driven 
by  tiie  shorter  way  ui  Ithaca,  throngli  the  woods,  and  the  teams 
coming  by  way  of  Fimira,  to  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake,  and  cut- 
ting their  road  through  the  forest  for  r  ..^asiderable  part  of  the 
distance.  The  rest  of  the  journey  was  by  boat  down  the  lake, 
in  and  tlu'ongh  the  Seneca  river,  where  they  encountered  many 
troublesome  delays,  into  the  Cayuga  lake,  in  which  they  were 
detained  several  days,  breaking  their  way  through  the  ice,  at 
length,  landing  at  the  spot  where  Aurora  now  stands.  Not  a 
soul,  Indian  or  white  man,  was  to  ojjpose  or  welcome  their 
coming. 

This  was  in  April,  1789,  ten  years  after  Sullivan's  armv  had 
jiassed  through  this  region  v.-ith  tire  and  sword,  destroying 
almost  every  vestige  of  Indian  occupation,  in  revenge  of  the 
Wyoming  massacre  ;  and  tiirce  years  before  the  pioneer  settler 
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of  Auburn  had  built  his  cabiu  and  mill  on  the  banks  of  the 
Owasco  outlet.  The  sj)ring  had  fairl^^  opened,  and  the  rudest 
sort  of  a  structure  served  the  purposes  of  temporarj^  shelter. 
It  consisted  of  a  simple  framework  of  poles,  covered  on  three 
sides  with  split  slabs,  and  a  roof  of  bark.  Tliese  new  comers 
had  brought  with  them  provisions  for  their  immediate  wants 
only,  relying  upon  a  small  quantity  of  grain,  a  barrel  of  flour 
and  one  of  pork,  which  Franklin  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
store  at  Tioga.     Accordingly,  his  son  Roswell,  and  White,  the 

son-indaw,  were  dispatched  after  the  necessary  articles,  only  to  I 

find,  after  a  hard  journey  ihnngh  the  forest,  that  the  mill  in  | 

which  the  grain  was  stored,  had  been  burned  witli  its  contents,  ' 

and  that  the  flour  and  pork  had  been  stolen.     In  this  emer-  | 

gency  tliey  bethought  themselves  of  a  few  sheaves  of  unthreshed  I 

rye,  left  at  "Wysock,  tlie  former  home,  which  they  secured,  had  I 

ground  into  flour,  and  brought  back  with  them  as  their  only  ! 

reward  of  a  journey  which  took  five  weeks  of  rough  work  to  j 

accomplish.     The  main  dependence  of  the  two  related  house-  J 

holds,  which  appear  to  have  had  all  things  in  common,  was  the  } 

milk  from  two  cows  and  the  few  ground  nuts  which  they  might  I 

chance  to  find.     Soon,  however,  a  little  space  was  cleared,  and  j 

for  want  of   a  plough,  the  surface  b.oicen  by  an  implement,  | 

which,    I   should   say,  needed    to   be   seen    to   be   accurately  1 

described,  and  appeared  to  have  consisted  of  a  limb  of  a  tree,  I 

for  a  handle,  with  an  attached  block  chi[^ped  out  of  the  trunk,  | 

and  shaped  into  a  sort  of  a  hoe,  or  hand-plough, — an  illustra-  | 

tion  at  once  of  the  readiness  of  that  virgin  soil  to  respond  to  | 

the  rudest  culture,  and  of  the  primitive  modes  of  life  to  which  ^ 

these  first  settlers  of  our  fair  country  were  reduced  under  the  1 

str.iin  of  misfortune  whicli  forced  them  hither.     This  first  sum-  i 

mer  was  one  of  twil  and  privation  :  but  before  it  had  passed,  | 

several  young  mm,  two  or  three  wiiii  families,  came  into  the  ] 

neighborhood  and  the  prospects  of    the  settlement   wore   an  | 

encouraging  aspect     In  Septe.mbcr  of  this  first  year,  the  but  f 
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of  poles  and  bark,  which  had  served  for  a  shelter  during  the 
T;\-armer  season  gave  place  to  a  substantial  log  dwelling,  wliich 
has  been  properl^^  distinguished  as  the  first  house  erected  by  a 
M'hite  man,  within  the  limits  of  Cayuga  County.  It  was  quite 
an  undertaking  under  the  circumstances  and  a  large  territory 
■was  scoured  for  the  needed  help  to  handle  the  logs  and  raise 
tlie  structure.  It  is  said  that  every  white  man  within  the  pres- 
ent bounds  of  the  county  was  present,  and  took  part  in  its 
erection,  seventeen  in  all;  and  that  it  required  two  da^-s  to 
complete  the  work.  The  names  have  been  pi-eserved,  with  that 
■of  the  master  builder,  John  Harris.  The  complete  list  is  as 
follows :  Roswell  Franklin  (sen.),  Joseph  Alwell,  Levi  Atwell, 

Ilulbcrt  Atwell,  John  Harris, Harris,  lona  Brownwell, 

M.  Spaulding,  Ebenezer  White,  John  White,  Job  Pixley,  Dan- 
iel Guthrie,  Ebenezer  Guthrie,  Seth  Phelps,  John  Richardson, 
Thomas  Manchester,  Edward  Payne.  A  fragment  from  the 
remains  of  this  historic  dwelling  was  among  the  several  articles 
deposited  in  the  corner  stone  of  the  Presbj'terian  church  of 
Auroj-a,  erected  in  ISGl ;  ami  one  of  its  uieuiorial  windows 
Nvorlhily  commemorates  the  naine  nnd  servicees,  as  ruling  elder 
of  that  congregation,  of  Roswell  Franklin,  the  son,  to  whoin 
allusion  has  been  made  in  tliis  uai-rative,  and  who  died  at 
Aurora  in  a  good  old  age,  one  of  its  most  respected  citizens. 
An  extract  from  a  somewhat  lively  letter,  giving  in  later  years 
the  reminiscences  of  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  place,  will 
give  some  idea  of  social  life  in  the  new  settlement:  "Our 
buildings  although  difiering  in  size  agreed  as  to  model  and 
plan.  Just  fancy  you  see  something  in  a  .'square  form,  the 
sides  of  Yankee  bar  posts,  set  nearly  perpendicular,  a  roof  suc'i 
as  it  was,  but  the  de'il  of  a  floor.  We  all  received  our  rations 
at  headquarters,  tlie  Franklin  hotel,  and  fared  sumptuously 
every 'lay.  Do  you  want  our  bill  of  fare?  Well,  then,  you 
shall  have  it.  One  meal  of  boiled  squash  ;  next,  string  beans; 
uext,  green  corn,  or  peas,  or  pusley.     Charming  variety  ;  either 
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of  these  made  up  for  veal,  mutton,  plumb  pmldinrr,  partridge, 
adding  trimmings.  But  we  lia<i  at  length  what  the_v  call  on 
ship  board,  a  bunyan  day.  The  bears  wounded  two  small  hogs. 
It  was  necessary  to  kill  them  to  save  their  lives.  There  was 
just  about  as  much  fat  07i  their  bristles  as  wider  them.  But  we 
accepted  Sir  Bruin's  offering  as  a  feast  of  fat  things,  and 
devoutly  hoped  he  would  call  again.  Oar  nearest  grist  mill 
was  Tioga  Point,  over  80  miles.  No  matter  we  had  a  crooked 
Indian  tow  path  one  foot  wide.     This  was  only  improved  as  a 

dernier  resort,  until  Edward  Payne  erected  a  pocket  mill  two  { 

miles  from  Aurora.     Previous  to  this,  by  the  aid  of  fire  and  | 

Yankee  invention  we  had  convei'ted  stumps  into  what  we  called  j. 

samp  mortars,  where  many  bushels  of  corn  were  mangled  or  \ 

jammed  into  samp  or  hominy.     Not  a  bad  dish  in  the  woods  | 

where  you  can  get  no  butter.     Post  offices,  we  havl  none,  nor  | 

did  we  want  any.     We  were  like  the  Frenchman  who  said  ti>  'j 

Louis  Fourteenih:  "All  a  poor  subject  asks  of  your  Jfajesty  \ 

is  that  your  Majesty  will  graciously  ask  nothing  of  him.'"   Our  j 

nearest  store  wa.s  I  don't  know  wl'^re.     Be  it  where  it  would,  } 

we  could  not  get  to  it.     It  was  of  no  use  unless  we  could  kill  I 

a  racoon.     I  had  almost  forgotten  Father  Atwell,  our  man  of  j 

God,  for  t!ie  time  being,  who  lived  south  of  the  triangular  vil-  I 

lage,  consisting  of    three  huts.     He  used  to  hold  meetings  at  I 

his  own  log  shanty  on  Sundays.     I  happened  to  step  into  their  I 

fhantv,  one  da}'  just  as  they  were  sitting  down  to  dinner  of  | 

boiled  pusley  (puisianc)  and  nothing  el.-e."  s 

The  work  of  settlement  had  now  fairlv  commenced,  tiiougb  j 

it  must  be  confessed  the  conveniences  of  life  were  few.     But  try  j 

lioswell  Franklin,  the  change  from  the  perils  and  troubles  of  i' 

the    Wyoming   valley,    was    most    grateful.      "  The    coast   ■was  ^ 

clear  and  the  land  v.-as  good."     Kver\  thing  put  into  the  ground  J 

grew  and  prospered  wonderfully,  and  his  situation  begun  to  be  | 

cheerful  and  flattering.     But  as  yet  he  had  no  title  to  his  land.  | 

The  lease  obtained  from  the  Indians  was  void,  as  t!ie  state  had  1 
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obtained  by  treaty  and  purchase  tlie  territory  known  a?  the 
iniHtary  tract,  and  had  divided  it  up  into  lots  and  apportioned 
it  to  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  the  Indiana  reserving  a  certain 
portion  of  the  land  for  themselves.  Moreover  it  was  found 
that  when  the  state  surveyors  came  on  to  lay  out  the  lots 
according  to  the  treaty,  his  house  and  half  his  improvements 
fell  within  the  Indian  line.  Others  of  the  settlers  had  located 
on  the  reservation.  The  Indians  complained  of  this  to  Governor 
Clinton  who  issued  a  proclaniation  warning  the  people  to  leave 
the  reserved  lands.  No  attention  was  paid  to  tiiis  order.  Tlie 
Indians  continued  their  complaint,  until  the  Governor  sent  on 
a  sheriff  and  a  pcs^e  of  fitly  men  to  dispos.sess  the  intruders. 
They  did  it  thoroughly,  turned  some  fourteen  families  adrift 
and  burned  their  houses.  Franklin  was  near  the  line,  and 
petitioned  the  sbci-iff  to  let  him  remain  until  spring.  This 
was  granted  piovided  he  could  satisfy  the  Indians.  Before  the 
time  expired,  he  had  agreed  with  a  neighbor,  in  whom  he 
reposed  confidence,  to  procure  a  title  to  that  part  of  the  lot  not 
Ttdthin  the  for'  idden  limits,  with  tlie  understanding  that  the 
man  was  to  have  half  the  land  for  his  trouble.  It  turned  out 
however,  that  the  whole  lot  of  640  acre.=,  which  Franklin 
supposed  v.'as  to  be  negotiated  for,  with  a  view  to  the  protection 
of  his  interests,  was  bought  from  under  him,  and  measures 
instituted  to  dispi_>ssess  him.  In  this  he  believed  himself  the 
victim  of  base  treaclierv.  The  wrong  thus  done  him  preyed 
upon  his  mind.  vSeeing  little  or  no  hope  tliat  he  would  be  able 
to  retain  his  house,  located  within  the  Indian  reservation,  and 
with  health  impaired  by  his  rough  fortunes,  this  brave  soldier 
and  sturdy  pioneer  succumbed  at  last  to  hi.s  misfortunes  and 
fell  into  deep  mental  despondency.  For  several  v.-ccl:s  he  went 
about  in  this  forlorn  state  of  mind,  avoiding  his  neighbors,  and 
losing  all  interest  in  his  family  and  ailairs.  Tired  of  carrying 
the  burden  he  had  borne  so  long  and  bravely,  one  day  in  the 
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-early  sjiring  of  1702,  three  years  only  after,  he  took  his  2"Q 
with  him  into  a  neighboring  wood,  and  shot  himself  dead — a 
•sad  and  tragic  close  to  a  life  beset  with  hardship,  clouded  with 
sorrow,  and  tossed  by  wind  and  wave  to  the  last.  Such  lives 
cannot  be  in  vain  if  they  serve  to  remind  us  of  tiie  great  cost 
at  which  this  our  goodly  heritage  hath  been  wrought  out  for 
■us,  or  teach  us  gratitude  for  the  memories  of  the  men  who 
endured  and  died  without  seeing  the  fruit  of  their  struggle  and 
•sacrifice. 
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SKETCH    OF    THE    LIFE   OF    GOVERNOR 
THROOP. 


In  compliance  with  a  request  mai.le  by  your  committee  on 
papers  we  have  gathered  from  memory  and  from  publislied 
records,  a  few  of  the  incidents  in  llie  hfe  of  Governor  Thi'oop, 
which  we  trust  may  have  some  interest  for  his  okl  friends  and 
neighbors. 

It  was  at  a  very  interesting  period  of  the  history  of  our 
country  that  the  subject  of  tliis  brief  sketch  was  Ixjrn  at  Johns- 
town, Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1784. 

The  city  of  New  York  had  just  been  evacuated  by  tbe  British  ; 
General  Washington  had  resigned  his  commission  as  comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  retired  to 
his  home  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  asperities  of  the  Whig  and  Tory  factions  had  not  yet 
died  awav  in  the  very  heart  of  the  strife  where  Sir  William 
Johnson  and  his  swarthy  allies  had  contended  for  tbe  right  of 
Great  Britian  to  govern  her  colonies. 

The  grand  parents  of  Governor  Throophad  been  driven  from 
their  home  in  Lebanon,  C')nnecticut,  by  tlie  overbearing  spirit 
of  the  Lo3'alists,  and  had  taken  refuge  in  Nova  Scotia,  intend- 
ing to  make  ^/la:;  tl'ieir  permanent  abode;  but  soon  after  their 
removal  from  the  United  States  the  breaking  out  oi  tlie  Eevo. 
lutionary  War  recalled  them  to  their  native  land  ;  being  Whigs 
they  were  again  driven  out  of  the  country  by  the  Tories,  and  it 
was  not  without  great  suffering  accompanied  by  fear  and  fatigue 
that  they  finally  returned  in  safety  to  the  United  Stati\«. 

Their  son,  George  Bliss,  who  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecti- 
cut, received  a  col!e_'Iate  education,  and  at  the  aire  of  tv.-enty- 
tliree  married  Abiah  Tiiompson  the  youngest  child  of  Enos 
Thompson  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y. 


^ 
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I]no3  Thompson  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  removed  from 

New  Haven  and  settled  the  track  of  wild  land  near  the  cast  j 

line  of  Dutchess  County,  called  from  the  patent,  "  The  Nine  | 

Partners."  j 

On  the  marriage  of   Mr.  Throop  with  Miss  Thompson    lie  J 

immediately  took  up  his  residence  at  Johnstown,  Montgomery  | 

Count}",  where  he  purchased  land  at  the  sale  of  the  confiseateil  i 

estates  of  the  Johnson  family,  on  which  he  erected  a  dwelling  i 

house  and  there  made  his  future  home.     In  that  house  on  the  i 

twenty-first  of  August  178-i  their  elder  son  was  born  and  v/as  \ 

named  for  his  maternal  grandfather,  Enos  Thompson.  | 

For  ten  years  the  child  enjoyed  the  kind  care  and  valuable  • 

instructions  of  his  excellent  father,  who,  in  the  midst  of  a  sue-  \ 

cessful  and  useful   career,  met  with,  a  serious  accident  which  i 

completely  destro^'ed  his  health  and  which  after  much  suffering  I 

terminated  his  life  in  the  year  1794,  his  young  wife  and  four  | 

little  child I'en  surviving  him.  { 

The  best  inheritance  which  the  elder  son  received  from  liis  • 

father  was  untiring  industry  and  a  penseverance  equal  to  every  s 

ob.-'-cle  which  impeded  his  upward  course  in  life  ;  these  q\iali-  | 

ties  united  with  a  stern  integiity  lifted  him  above  all  ordinary  1 

i 
temptations.  J 

The  judicious  training  of  a  mother  well   Cjualified   for  her  i 

duty,  developed  all  his  native  talent,  and  feeling  the  whole  i 

re3j)onsibility  of  his  own  success  in  life,  he  applied  his  mind  ' 

resolutely  to  study,  and  to  the  fulfillment  of  those  duties  which  1 

now  devolved  u})on  him.     lie  gave  earnest  heed  to  the  wise  j 

counsels  of  his  excellent  mother,  whose  influence  over  him  never  j 

ceased  through  her  life  of  eighty- four  years,  and  no  one  who  : 

has  witnessed  the  filial  devotion  of  the  son,  can  ever  forget  the  ; 

reverence  and  affection  wdiich  he  evinced  for  his  mother.     An  1 

eminent  writer,  at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  one  who  had  long 

known  the  mother  of  Governor  Throop,  said  of  her :  "  She  was 

a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and  force  of  character,  imbued  with 
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the  beroic  principles  ami  spirit  of  the  Mothers  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion,  takinj/  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  ever  incalcatiiig  a 
love  of  country,  of  free  government  and  the  support  of  men 
of  tried  patriotism  and  worth,  who  had  stood  by  their  country 
in  the  two  wars  with  which  she  was  familiar." 

Four  years  after  the  lamented  death  of  his  father,  while  yet 
but  a  lad,  young  Throop  was  kindly  invited  to  enter  the  family 
of  a  friend  of  his  mother,  whose  husband,  Mr.  George  ifetcalf, 
held  the  ofhce  of  District  Attorney  for  the  couuties  of  Mont- 
gomery, Alban}-,  Saratoga  and  Schoharie. 

!Mr.  Metcalf  offered  him  a  place  in  his  office  and  rcconiTnendeil 
that  he  commence  at  once  the  study  of  thela'.\-.  He  was  then  ju>t 
fourteen  years  of  age  and  bad  had  no  time  for  classical  studies ; 
but  his  industry  and  application  to  the  duties  before  him  so 
won  upon  his  friend  and  benefactor,  v.dio  was  a  thorough  scholar, 
that  he  rewarded  his  diligence  and  fidelity  by  ofTering,  himself, 
to  give  him  instruction  in  the  classics. 

This  period  of  young  Throon's  life  was  marked  in  our  politi- 
cal history  by  the  struggle  between  Federalism  and  Republican- 
ism wh.ch  resulted  in  tlie  triumph  of  tlie  latter,  and  brought 
into  the  field  of  party  warfare  the  intellectual  giants  of  that 
day. 

ilamilton,  Buri',  Gouverncur,  Morris,  Brockholst,  Livingston 
and  other  distinguished  members  of  the  bar,  whose  forensic 
eloquence  gave  brilliancy  and  interest  to  the  courts  which  were 
then  the  great  arena  wliere  the  orators  of  the  day  waged  theii" 
war  of  words  v.-ith  their  opponents. 

Among  the  rising  members  of  the  bar  of  Columbia  County 
was  our  late  President,  Martin  YanBuren.  It  was  at  the  close 
of  the  election  of  1301,  that  }Ar.  Throop  having  occasioa  to 
visit  Kinderhook  on  business,  he  met  there  for  the  first  time 
his  lifedong  friend,  Mr.  YanBuren,  who  had  already  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  politics  of  the  county'  where  he  resided, 
though  not  yet  "  of  age,"  and  then  pursuing  his  law  studies, 
and  at  the  same  time  maintaining  himself  bv  his  own  eilorts. 
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,  Tbey  spent  a  busy  day  togetlier,  and  never  met  again  until 
they  recognized  each  other  at  the  bar  of  t!ie  Supreme  Court, 
T.-hen  their  3'outhful  acquaintance  was  renewed  and  afterwards 
ripened  into  a  friendshij)  which  continued  through  sixty  year.-' 
broken  only  by  the  death  of  Mr.  YanBuren  in  1862. 

This  friendly  intercourse  was  kejjt  up  through  all  the  excite- 
ments of  political  life  with  no  abatement  of  affectionate  regard 
snd  growiug  warmer  and  more  devoted  as  the  two  friends 
traveled  towards  the  sunset. 

As  Mr.  VanBuren  climbed  higher  and  higher  the  ladder  of 
fame  and  political  distinction,  he  was  ably  .supported  by  his 
early   associate   who   continued   in    full  sympathy   with   him  ! 

throughout  his  succe.ssfal  and  brilliant  career.  j' 

"We  return  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  centurv.  for,  in  ! 

giving  this  little  incident  and  its  sequel  we  have  antici,jUted  the  | 

course  of  events  in  the  life  of   which  v,-e  have  attempted  to        '       ! 
draw  nn  outline.  I 

III  the  sj^ring  of  ISOl,  'Sh:  Throop  returned  to  Johnstown,  j 

and  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Cady,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  I 

t\i3    State,  where  he  spent   a   year,  and    afterwards   devote  I  j 

eighteen  months  to  the  study  of  the  classics,  under  the  super-  j 

vision  of  the  principal  of    the  Academy  at  Johnstown.       ITc  i 

then  accepted  an  invitation  from    Mr.   Jlildreth,  to  enter   his  ! 

office  and  reside  in  his  family,  and  remained  tliere  until  his  | 

.admission  to  the  bai-,  in  Jauunrv,  1806.  j 

The  father  of  Mr.  Hildrcth,  with  his  a'-'oeiates  Mr.  Edward  i 

Savage  and  James  Burt,  had  been  appointed  commissioner  to  j 

fix  a  site  for  the  county  seat  of  Cayuga  County  :  following  the 
recommendation  and  advice  of  this  gentleman,  young  Throop  ,. 

previously  to  his  admission  to  the  bar,  visited  Cayuga  Countv,  j 

•and  determined  to  commence  Ihen  the  practice  of  the  law.     'j'o  I 

the  Court  of  Common  Picas,  t!iea  in  session,  he  presented  his  I 

certificates,  and  was  admitted  as  an  att^-irnov  of  that  cuurL  Ue 
then  returned  to  Johnstovvn,  nnd  went  to  Albany  to  be  examined 
for  admission  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
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Oil  the  fust  da3'  oc  March,  180t3,  he  arrived  at  Poplar  Eids^e, 
«ear  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  found  a  temporary  home  in  the 
family  of  Dr.  Barnabas  Smith,  the  locality  has  since  been 
known  as  "Sniith's  Corners."  He  remained  at  Poplar  Ridge 
until  the  autumn  of  that  ye.ir,  (1806)  when  he  removed  to 
Auburn,  which  finally  became  the  county-seat. 

The  couutry  surrounding  the  Owasco  Lake  was  until  the 
year,lS02,  included  in  the  Township  of  Aurelius:  at  that 
period,  the  woods  were  invested  with  wild  animals  which  were 
■considered  so  dangerous  in  the  settlement,  that  the  Township 
of  Aurelius  voted  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  the 
head  of  ever}'  "full-grown  wolf  taken  in  the  town." 

"Tills  bounty  was  continued  until  those  terrible  and  destruc" 
tlve  beasts  were  exterm'^iated,  to  accomplish  which  required 
nearly  a  generation.  The  town  bounties  were  for  many  3"ears 
supplemented  by  county  bounties,  the  hand  and  purse  of  every 
settler  were  enlisted  in  this  work,  and  large  sums  were  appro- 
priated for  the  destruction  o[  these  beasts  of  jirey." 

"  Long  after  the  settlement  made  at  '  The  Corners'  by  Colonel 
Hardenbergh,  (by  which  name  the  present  site  of  Auburn  was 
distir^uished)  and  until  the  year  1803,  the  bears  and  wolves 
would  enter  the  Kamlet  in  search  of  food,  and  the  houses  were 
not  secure  from  their  depredations.  For  years  the  settlers 
■went  armed  in  the  woods  from  self  pirotection.  The  early 
pasture  grounds  were  the  unbroken  forests,  and  tlie  animals  fed 
on  the  succulent  branches  of  young  trees,  and  such  herbage  as 
the  woods  alTorded.  Cattle  of  the  same  kind  ^\ould  usually 
keep  together, and  take  long  ranges  in  search  of  food;  the  bells 
attached  to  the  leaders  of  the  herd,  guiding  the  ownei's  in  ib.eir 
search,  when  the  milch  cows  occasionally,  did  not  return  to  the 
cabins  at  evening  as  was  their  wont."  (See  History  of  Cayuga 
County.) 

The  first  settlement  in  v.hat  is  now  known  as  Cayuga 
Count}',  was  made  in  1789.  Previously  to  this  date,  the  entire 
State  west  of  ftica   was   included   in   Whitestown,  and   the 
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town  oulcers  were  scattered  from  Geneseo  on  tlie  west,  to  Utiua 
,ou  the  east. 

"In  the  first  address  upon  the  Kubject  of  agriculture,  deliv- 
ered ill  this  county,  bj  Humphrey  Howland,  he  stated  that 
Sullivan's  soldiers  in  1T79,  while  destroying  the  immense  mass 
of  corn  which  they  found  growing  and  ripened  or  ripening,  in 
the  Geneseo  valle\-,  v.-erc  so  impressed  by  the  size  and  perfec- 
tion of  the  ears  that  they  carried  samples  of  them  to  their 
homes  in  their  knapsacks,  and  thus  widely  advertised  the  fer- 
tility of  the  region."     (See  History  of  Cayuga  Count}-.) 

The  ountry  surrounding  the  Owasco  Lake  was  even  then 
beautiful  and  attractive — a  crystal  gem  in  a  setting  of  emerrdd, 
seemed  the  clear  water  embosomed  in  the  thickly  wooded  banks 
to  the  young  ad-'j^nturer  in  the  new  clearing,  as  he  guided  his 
horse  along  the  pebbly  sliore,  v/here  the  first  settlement  made 
soon  afterward  jiassed  into  his  possession.  From  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  hardy  pioneers,  we  learn  from  the  traditionary 
lore,  transmitted  from  the  grand-parents,  that  in  1S03,  at  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  held  at  Aurora,  an  Indian  nam.ed 
John,  was  triea  .';r  murder,  and  was  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  be  hanged.     He  urgently  pleaded  that  he  might  be  shot. 

The  Court  House  then  at  Aurora  was  a  rude  structure,  made 
of  poles  and  covered  with  brush  ;  the  court  there  was  held  by 
]^aniel  D.  Tompldns.  Cayuga  County  before  its  settlement  by 
the  whites,  was  the  favorite  hunting-ground  of  the  Iroquois  and 
their  bark  canoes  shot  tiirougii  the  watjrs  of  the  fair  O.vasoo 
when  her  shores  v,-ere  tioddon  only  by  our  wily  foe. 
"And  Natures  golden  charms  v.-crc  shed 

As  rich]}-  round  her  quiet  bed, 

From  flowered  ineaJ   to  mountain  brow 

A  century  since  as  thev  are  nov,'. 

The  same  pure  purple  light  was  flung, 

At  morn,  across  the  water's  breast 

The  same  rich  crimson  curtains  hung 

At  eve,  around  the  glowing  west." 
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Tlic  first  white  settlers  were  soldiers,  who  had  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  who  drew  lots  upon  this  military  tract. 
The  first  emigration  to  this  region  from  the  East  was  by  the 
Oneonta  Lake  and  river,  now  known  as  Otsego,  and  from  the 
South  by  way  of  Cayuga  Lake. 

In  1796,  a  state  road  e.xtending  from  Whitestown  to  Geneva, 
by  way  of  the  present  site  of  Auburn,  was  laid  out  (it  was 
.said  to  have  been  .staked  out  entirely  by  night,)  and  those  who 
performed  the  labor,  received  land  adjoining  the  roai;!  for  their 
compensation.  A  Dutch  church  was  founded  on  the  shore  of 
Owasco  Lake,  by  Rev.  Abram  Brokaw,  in  179S,  on  the  land 
now  known  as  Briukerhofi's  point. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that  the  farm  afterwards  purchased 
by  Governor  Throop,  was  brought  under  cultivation,  by  Charles 
A^'anTim.  who  erected  the  first  frame  house  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. From  his  grand-daughter  we  have  learned  much  of  the 
early  history  of  those  who  felled  the  primeval  forest ;  how  the 
young  husbandman  with  his  sturdy  axe,  laid  the  great  tree  upon 
the  ground  and  his  wife  with  a  small  hatchet,  cut  oflE  the  limbs 
and  did  all  she  could  to  assist  in  the  clearing ;  and  when  Sun- 
day cani>.  .'..3  young  maidens  of  the  farm-house  would  set  out 
for  the  little  sanctuary,  a  rude  structure  built  of  logs,  carryino- 
shoes  and  stockings  in  their  hands  until  the  dust  was  washed 
from  their  tired  feet  in  the  clear  waters  of  the  creek,  which  lay 
in  their  path  with  a  rustic  bridge  thrown  over  it  very  near  this 
forest  temple.  Resting  at  the  bridge,  stockings  and  shoes  were 
carefully  put  on  and  in  proper  attire  the  modest  %vorshippcrs 
entered  the  church.  From  across  the  lake  a  well-filled  canoe 
glided  into  the  cove  o'ershadowed  by  the  grand  old  oaks  which 
had  looked  down  upon  the  denizens  of  the  forest,  none  may  tell 
how  long!  A  little  settlement  had  been  made  at  Scipio,  and 
among  those  who  had  sought  a  home  in  the  western  wild  were 
some  who,  from  infancy  had  been  familiar  with  "the  sound  of 
the  church  going  bell." 
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Leaving  their  homes,  early  oa  Sabbath  morning,  they  would 
walk  there,  four  and  five  miles,  until  they  reached  the  lake-shore 
about  midway  between  the  head  and  foot  of  the  lake  and  then 
cross  in  the  canoe,  which  plied  back  and  forth  as  a  ferry  until 
all  who  sought  to  keep  holy-day  were  taken  to  the  little  log 
church.  From  that  oi-gauization,  after  ten  years,  sprang  the  two 
Dutch  churches,  one  at  Owasco  Village  and  the  other  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  still  known  as  the  Sand  Beach  Church. 

It  was  at  this  period,  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  region, 
that  Mr.  Throop,  then  just  entering  his  twenty-third  year, 
opened  an  oftice  in  Auburn,  and  in  the  following  year  as.^ociated 
him.self  in  the  practice  of  lav/  with  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Richardson, 
then  first  Judge  of  the  County.  This  partnership  continued 
until'  1811,  when  the  junior  partner  was  appointed  Couutv 
Clerk. 

At  the  congressional  election,  ISl-i,  he  was  elected  to  the 
fourteenth  congress  and  during  that  year  married  tlie  daughter 
of  Colonel  Wm.  J.  Vredenbergh,  of  Slcaneateles. 

In  September,  1815,  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress.  Among 
his  associates  were  Clay,  Calhoun,  Webster,  Forsyth,  Pincknev 
and  other  distinguished  representatives,  who  gave  dignity  and 
interest  to  that  exciting  session. 

The  "War  of  1812,  now  ended,  had  left  the  country  greatly 
embarrassed,  and  it  v,'as  necessary  at  once  to  take  measures  to 
restore  the  credit  of  the  national  government  At  this  crisis 
Mr.  Eiifus  King  called  on  Governor  Tompkins  and  represented 
to  him,  that  the  federal  government  was  greatly  embarrassed 
for  want  of  four  or  five  hundred  thou.^and  dollars,  which  it 
had  become  necessary  to  expend  at  once,  for  the  defense  of  the 
port  of  Ntnv  Yorlc. 

The  banks  would  not  loan  this  amount  without  better  security 
than  the  stock  or  treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  but  it 
was  understood  that  if  treasury  notes  were  deposited,  endorsed 
hy    Governor   Tompkins  the  money    would   be   advanced.     Mr- 
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King  after  stating  the  case,  told  Governor  Tompkins  that  "  the 
time  liad  arrived,  when  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  put 
his  all  at  the  requisition  of  the  government,"  and  added  "  that 
he  him.-elf  vras  r^^ady  to  do  this."  Mr.  Tompkins  replied,  that 
he  should  be  obliged  to  act  on  his  own  responsibility  and  should 
be  ruined.  ''  Then."  said  Mr.  King,  "  ruin  yourself  if  it  becomes 
necessar}'  to  save  the  country  and  I  pledge  you  my  honor  that 
I  will  support  you  in  whatever  3'ou  do." 

Gover'/or  Tompkins  endorsed  the  notes,  and  the  money  was 
advanced  by  the  banks.  It  was  at  this  period  in  our  national 
history,  that  Mr.  Throop  shared  with  his  associates  in  congress 
the  anxieties  wiiicli  fell  with  crushing  weight  on  those  who 
under,?tood  the  situation  of  tlie  Federal  Government — economy 
was  the  order  of  the  day — and  when  the  question  came  up 
whetlier  tht-  members  of  congress  should  be  paid  per  diem,  or 
receive  a  salary  for  their  services,  Mr.  Throop  voted  for  the 
sala:y',  in  those  days  termeil  the  "  high  salary,"  in  which  move- 
ment he  was  not  su5taii\ed  by  liis  constituents. 

The  avei'age  compensation  of  menibers  of  congress  was 
increased  (by  what  was  known  as  "The  Compensation  Act") 
ttbout  thirty-eight  per  cent  above  tlie  rates  established  nearly 
thli-*-  years  previous,  and  this  was  not  out  of  proportion  with 
the  ineiea-e  of  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  amount  of 
pay,  inciuiiing  mileage  to  each  member,  annually,  for  eight 
years  previous,  was  about  tliirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
Compensation  Act  raised  it  to  eighteen  hundred.  Tuc  per 
diem  allowance  being  then  only  six  dollars.  The  law  was  unpop- 
ular with  tiie  people,  and  >[r.  Throop,  with  others  who  voted  for 
it,  was  borne  down  by  the  clamor  wliieh  originated  with  those 
wh(.)  were  sincere  and  hone,-t,  in  their  opposition  to  what  they 
called  "high  salaries."  In  the  election  of  the  spring  of  iSlf), 
previous  to  his  return  hutne,  being  again  a  candidate  for  con- 
gress, he  was  defeated  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

"This  sudden  outbreak  of  popular  feeling,"  says  the  author 
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of  the  History  of  the  Governors  of  New  York,  "did  not  in 
the  end,  weaken  the  inlluence  and  popularity  of  !Mr.  Thioop,  in 
the  county  where  he  resided, .but  it  served  to  elevate  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  those  who  could  not  but  respect  his  independ- 
ence of  character. 

In  the  ni.onth  of  April,  1823,  Mr.  Tbroop  was  appointed 
Circuit  Judge,  and  daring  his  term  of  ofHce,  avoided  any  active 
participation  in  pulitics.  Finding  that  he  could  fulliU  all  his 
judicial  duties,  and  at  the  same  time,  gratify  his  taste  for  agri- 
cultuj'al  pursuits,  he  gave  up  his  residence  at  Auburn,  in  1826, 
nnd  retired  to  his  farm  on  Owaseo  Lake,  which  hn  had 
purchased  in  1817.  lie  had  not  long  enjoyed  his  rural  home, 
when  he  was  sought  out  b}^  his  friend,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who 
came  with  Mr.  Cambreling,  and  other  political  friends,  to  draw 
him  from  his  retreat,  and  to  get  his  consent  to  accept  the  nom- 
ination of  Lieutenant  Governor.  ]\Ir.  Tliroop,  for  a  long  tiuie, 
would  not  yield  to  the  persuasions  of  his  fricntls,  and  so  deter- 
mined was  he  to  resist  all  the  overtures  made  to  him,  that  his 
friends  disappointed  in  their  expectations,  left  his  house  wiili 
no  hope  of  being  able  to  carry  out  their  well  formed  plans. 
They  returned  to  Auburn,  but  on  further  consultation  together, 
resolved  to  return  again  to  the  cottage  on  the  lakeshore,  and 
make  a  final  effort  to  persuade  Judge  Throop  to  accept  the  nom- 
ination of  his  party.  Their  perseverance  was  rewarded  by  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Throf-p,  to  withdraw  his  objections  to  entering 
again  political  life,  fioni  wiiich  he  had  desired  forever  to  retire. 
His  acccjitance  of  the  nomination  for  the  otBee  of  Lii:'ut':nant 
Governor.  invol\-ed  tlie  re.-ignation  of  his  Judge-ship. 

Ho  was  elected,  an.l  on  the  fir.-,t  of  January,  1829,  look  the 
oath  of  olWcc,  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  but  became  acting 
Governor,  on  the  resigiKi.tion  of  Mr.  Van  Biircn,  who  leccivcd 
the  appointment  of  Secretary  uf  Stale. 

During  his  first  term  of  ofiice,  his  administration  was  signalized 
by  the  warm  recommendation  contained  in  his  message  to  the 
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legislature,  in  favor  of  making  suitable  provision  in  the  state, 

for  the  care  of  the  insane  poor,  and  to  his  efforts  in  this  direelion, 

may  be  attributed  the  founding  of  the  first  State  Asylum,  for 

the  care  and  protection  of  the  insane.     At  the  state  election,  in 

1830,  he  v."as  the  successful  candidate  for  governor,  and  fulfilled 

the  duties  of  that  office  for  two  more  years,  iiually  retiring  iu 

December,  1832.     His  inclinations  would  have  again  drawn  him 

to  his  loved  retirement,  but  he  was  compelled  by  important 

considerations,  to  accept  the  api'ointment  of  naval  officer,  at 

the  port  of  New  Yoik,  which  oflice  was  tendered  to  Lim  by 

President   Jackson.     It  was  during  }ilr.  Throop's  residence  in 

New  York,  tl-.at  he  was  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  beloved 

wife,  hriviiig    already  been  bereft  of    his  two  children.     This  ; 

great  afliiction  overwhelmed  hini  with  sorrow,  and  through  all  i 

the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  this  bereavement  '^vas  a  fresh  | 

grief  to  him.     In  ISoS,  he  v.'iiis  appointed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  ! 

cliarijc    d'afi'airs,    to    the    kingdom    of    the    two    Sicilies.       He  1 

remained  abroad  until    the  close  of   the   year  1813,  when  lie  S 

returned  home,  and  took  up  his  residence  again  at  Willowbrook.  ! 

Here  he  remained  in  the  jjeaceful  enjoyment  of  those  pursuits  | 

to  wiiich  his  whole  nature  inclined,  and,  with  all  the  devotion  | 

of  u',.  atlectionate  heart,  ministered  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  j 

of  his  now  aged  mother,  and  a  beloved  sister,  for  whom  he  had  ; 

...  ! 

generously  provided  a  home  in   his  own  house.     His  mother  I 

enjoyed  hor  reunion  with  her  ehler  son,  until  the  close  of  her  i 

life  in  ISIG.  I 

After  her  death,  the  pu.''cliaso  of  ,n  tr.ict  of  laud  in  Mi<;higan, 
drev,'  tiic  ex-govenor  fur  a  time  to  Kalamazoo,  wliere  he  resided 
until  having  brought  his  lands  under  cultivation,  he  made  a  i 

sale  of  his  Mieliiijan  estate,  and  rtliinied  to  his  fornu-r  residence,  ■ 

on  the  (hva.-co  Lake. 

At  theadv;;nced  age  of  ninety,  he  ende.l  his  da_\  s  at  Y\"illow- 
brook,  on  the  tJr.-t  day  ni  Novendjer,  1874. 
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Said  one  who  revered  bis  character  and  mourned  his  loss  : 

"The  late  Gov.  Throop  lingered  long  amonp;  us,  cherished, 
admired,  beloved,  an  object  of  universal  interest,  a  valued  orna- 
ment in  our  society.  The  whole  region  seems  bereft  of  some- 
thing wliich  conferred  upon  it  embellishment  and  honor.  The 
two  Governors,  Throop  and  Seward,  whose  terras  of  office  were 
.not  far  apart,  and  with  whose  names  the  City  of  Auburn  has 
betn  so  long  honorably  associated,  are  now  both  at  rest.  Their 
lives  and  their  work  now  belong  to  history  only.  Ilhistriou.s 
men  are  the  choicest  treasures  of  any  locality.     Their  names 

and  their  fame  live  after  them  in  power.  ; 

There  was  much  of  touching  interest  when  the  late  venerated  3 

ex-governor  was  lowered  to   his  last  repose,  in  the  beautiful  I 

shaded  ground  adjoining. St.  Peter's  ICpiscopal  Church,  in  which  1 

he  had  been  accustomed  to  worship.     Where  were  the  com-  1 

panions  of  his  youth?     Where  wei'e  the  associates  of  his  poli-  | 

tical  life?      Most  of  them  fallen,  like  autumnal    leaves,  long  J 

ago.     His  funeral  knell  awakens  but  the  faintest  echo  from  kin-  ^ 

dred  he.  rts  which  knew  him  in  his  meridian  life  ;  for  they  have,  ' 

for  the  most  part,  long  passed  away.     He  v.'as  born  eigliteen  | 

years  before  Governor  Seward,  and  his  active  life  was  a  whole  i 

generation  before  the  more  conspicuous  public  services  of  the  I 

great  secretary ;  yet  he  survived  the  latter  for  more  than  two  I 

years.     He  was  the  associate  of  Martin  YanBuren,  Governor  | 

Marcv,  and  Samuel  Nel.-^on,  and  was  thirteen  vears  old  when  '- 

Silas  Wright  was  boi'u.  ■. 

Governor  Throop  came  to  Auburn  only  thirteen  years  after  ! 

the  first  clearing  v.-ns  made  on  this  site.     He  was  a  member  of  •; 

the  first  Board  of   Trustees  of  the  village,  was  tlie  first  post-  1 

jnaster.  and  helped  establish   the  tirst  bank.     Tiicre  were  no  ' 

oi-ganized  churches  here  when  he  came  to  this  place.     On  his  | 

ninetieth  birthda}^  several  of  the  older,   prominent  citizens  of  j 

Auburn  drove  out  to  Willow  Brook  to  offer  him  their  congrat-  | 

ulations.     Tliey  found  him  in  e.\.eelleut  health  and  spirits.  | 
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On  October  lOth,  Governor  Dix,  with  staff  officers,  while  on 
duty  in  Auburn,  called  to  pa^'  his  respects  to  the  venerable 
ex-governor.  They  had  been  known  to  each  other  from  the 
War  of  1812-15,  when  John  A.  Dix  was  a  boy  adjutant  in  the 
Northern  Army,  and  E.  T.  Throop,  Esq.,  the  first  post-master  of 
the  village. 

In  ]S31,  Governor  Throop  had  appointed  the  soldier-boy  of 
1814  as  his  adjutant-general.  That  hour  of  pleasant  interview 
between  these  distinguished  gentlemen,  will  remain  one  of  the 
memories  of  Willow  Brook.  Governor  Throop  was  an  early 
riser,  fond  of  agricultural  and  horticultural  pursuits.  He 
enjoyed  the  freshness  of  morning,  and  welcomed  the  sunrise  in 
his  garden,  where  he  was  accustomed  to  work  among  his  shrub- 
bery, flowers  and  vegetables  before  breakfast.  He  occupied  a 
secluded  mansion,  deep  in  the  grounds,  in  the  rear  of  the  family 
home  of  his  nephew,  the  Hon.  E.  T.  T.  Martin,  near  the  border 
of  ihe  Iffke,  on  one  of  the  most  graceful  curves  along  the  whole 
eastern  shore  of  the  0  wasco.  As  seen  from  the  lake  and  beyond, 
the  house  stands  out,  among  the  grove  of  old  forest  trees,  as  a 
castle.  It  will  be  long  associated  with  his  name.  He  was 
exceedingly  fond  of  flowers,  and  very  happ}'  and  successful 
in  iheir  ci  Itivation.  He  was  exact,  finished,  and  faultless  in 
his  person,  dress  and  manners,  to  the  last ;  accomplished  and 
agreeable,  one  did  not  think  of  liis  being  old.  Punctuality  and 
order  were  habitual  with  him.  Ho  was  blest  with  remarkable 
health  ;  his  seat  at  the  table  wos  not  vacant  once  for  the  two 
years  preceding  his  ninetieth  birthda}"-.  He  was  fond  of  books, 
esi)ecially  of  history.  He  was  a  student  of  Plato,  and  kept  his 
mind  fresh  and  active  to  the  end.  He  was  buried  beside  his 
wife,  who  died  just  forty  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight. 
He  lived  alone  fiir  a  long  intfival  of  time,  not  uncheerful,  but 
never  forgetful,  and  thev  now  lie  side  by  side,  in  the  shadow 
of  the  satne  trees,  at  rest_'' 

xYcic  York  EvtLiiijdist,  December,  187-i. 


SULLIX'AX'S   EXPEDITION    AND    THE 
CAYUGAS. 


j¥'Pafer  rkad  pkkore  thk  Cavuoa  County  [Iistorical  Socinrv, 
OCTOM  R   5,    iS36. 

BY  D.  WARREN  ADAMS. 


SULLIVAN'S    EXP^EDITION  AND    THE 
CAYUGAS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

1  am  impre.-sed,  and  I  think  you  will  be,  when  v.e  part  this 
evening,  that  Sullivan's  expedition  has  not  received  the  atten- 
tion to  which  it  is  justly  entitled.  Heretofore  it  has  been 
regavded  mainly  from  a  military  stand  point,  as  simplv  a  factor 
in  the  Eevolution,  which  tended  to  give  success  to  the  Colonics 
in  their  struggle  for  independence.  This  is  evidently  a  limited 
view  of  that  campaign,  and  tonight  we  shall  con.siuei'  it  in  its 
relation  not  only  to  this,  but  to  other  interests;  and  shall  find 
th""re  were  involved  in  it  results,  whicli  are  clearly  seen  on 
every  page  of  our  subsequent  history. 

The  Aborigines,  owning  and  occupying  the  greater  part  of 
the  state,  were  serious  obstacles  to  its  advancement  and  prosper- 
ity. ]f  they  maintained  their  power,  and  continued  to  hold 
their  •.  ast  territory,  tlie  onward  progress  of  our  people  would 
have  been  retarded  for  generations,  if  not  for  centuiies.  The 
events  which  we  shall  review,  will  demonstrate  that  this  expe- 
dition had  much  to  do  in  solving  that  problem. 

To  every  citizen  of  our  county,  it  has,  not  only  a  general,  but 
a  special  local  interest ;  for  it  is  the  only  link  by  which  we  are 
connected  witli  the  tread  of  armies.  The  early  Indian  \Nars — 
the  Revolution,  the  conflict  with  England  in  1812,  the  war  with 
Mexico,  and  our  great  civil  strife  did  not,  (v,-ith  this  exception), 
touch  the  soil  of  our  beloved  Cayuga.  In  the  last  three  men. 
tioned,  her  sons  nobly  fought,  and  bled  and  died  for  their  coun- 
try ;  but  the  sound  of  battle  was  not  here,  and  the  desolation 
of  invading  armies  has  been  unknown. 
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the  iroquois. 

The  ^rolinwks,  Oncidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Senecas  and 
Tuscaroras  formed  the  great  Indi;in  confederacy,  wliich  was 
known  as  the  Iroqviois — the  Six  Nations,  the  League  of  the  Iro- 
quois, and  by  other  appellations.  They  called  themselves  the 
''  PeoT'le  of  the  Long  House ;''  and  tliey  were  the  most  re- 
nowned and  formidable  of  all  the  native  tribes  of  this  country. 

While  their  several  council  fires  and  castles  were  in  our  slate,  j 

their  possessions  extended  bevond  our  limits  :  and  their  resi.st-  \ 

le.s.s  power  was  felt  for  generatioiis,  not  onlj'  from  the  Atlantic  5 

to  the  ]\[ississippi — the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf— but  in  the  Canadas  ) 

also.     The  various  nations  subjugated  by  tliem  acknowledged  j 

their  sovereignty,  and  paid   them  tribute.     In   those   davs   nf  i 

conquest  and  imperial  sway  the}'  could  well  say,  | 

"  No  pent-up  Utica  contracts  our  powers,  « 

But  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  ours."  1 

They  have  been  called,  very  properly,  the  "  Eomans  of  the  | 

New  "World."      They  were  not  as  numerous  as  is  generall}-  | 

believed  ;    but  what  thev  lacked  in  numbers  thev  made  vlV)  in  'i 

unif  n,  intelligence,  and  dauntless  courage.     Frances  Parkman  i 

de?  ;ribes  them  as  "  the  fiercest,  the  boldest,  the  most  politic,  and  5 

"  the  most  ambitious  savages  to  whom  the  American  forest  hai  | 

ever  given  birth  and  nurture."  j 

CAUSES   WHICH    ],EI)   TO   SULLIV.AX'S    EXPEOITIOX.  t 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Fathers  of  the  Kepublic,  set  ] 

forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  one  of  their  griev-  ■; 

anccs,  that  the  British  King  "ha>l  endeavored  to  bring  on  the  i 

inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  savages,  wliose  5 

known  rule  of  warfare  is  ai!  undistingiiishabic  ilcstracti'. m  of  all  i 

ages,  sexes  and  conditiuns."  ; 

The  Colonies  desired  the  Indians  to  remain  neutral.     At  an  1 

early  date.  Congress  took  active  measures  to  prevent  the  mother  | 

countrv  from  enli-iting  the  Iroquois  against  the  Colonies.      Jt  1 
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said  to  them,  through  its  commissioners,  at  a  council  held  at 
Albany,  in  1775 :  "  This  is  a  fami!}'  c^uarrel  between  us  and 
England  ;  joii  Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it;  we  do  not  wish 
you  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  king's  troops;  wo  desire 
3'ou  to  reir.tiin  at  home,  and  not  join  either  side,  but  bury  the 
hatchet  deep." 

Neutrality  was  the  line  of  policy  which  their  best  interests 
dictated ;  and  it  is  an  interesting  question  which  we  may  well 
consider,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  six  nations  today,  if 
they  had  adopted  it?  Bat  the  power  of  the  "  Covenant  chain," 
combined  with  tlie  efforts,  promises  and  influence  of  the  British 
Emissaries,  the  Johnsons  and  Butlers,  proved  too  strong  for  them, 
and  all,  save  part  Cif  the  Oncida.s  and  Tu>caroras,  decided  to 
serve  the  Crown.  Xercr  in  the  world's  hkioi-y,  did  a  nation  make 
adcrisioi  'inorc  fatal.  Surely  were  they  templed;  and  bitterly, 
tlirough  all  these  years  of  ruin,  and  sornnv  and  degiedation, 
ha>"e  ihey  had  oeeasiou  to  regret  that  the}'  yielded. 

\Vith  tljo  torch,  the  scalping  knife  and  the  tomahawk,  the 
Indians  visited  from  time  to  time,  the  defenceless  frontier  settle- 
rnentH.  7^ n  eloquent  scholar  has  said,  "There  was  scarcely  a 
family  in  the  border,  that  mourned  not  the  death  or  captivity 
of  soir  3  loved  member.  Danger  was  in  every  path.  Death 
seen.ied  lurking  for  its  prey  behind  every  covert.  Defenceless 
women  and  children,  the  aged  grand.'^iie  and  the  sturdy  youth, 
oft  fell  in  one  promiscuous  slanglitcr,"  DeWilt  Clinton  v.-ell 
said,  "The  Indians  hung  like  the  scythe  of  death  upon  the  rear 
of  onr  settlements." 

The  most  noted  of  the  Indian  and  Tory  massacres  were  at 
CliciTv  ^  alley  and  Wyoming;  and  though  a  hundred  years 
and  more,  have  passed  since  those  atroeiiies  shocked  the  civil- 
ized world,  we  cannot  read  the  account  of  them  today  without 
horror  and  indignation.  This  warfare  was  seriously  embarrass- 
ing to  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independence;  and 
hence  Congress,  ordered  and  Washington  planned  a  campaign 
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agaiust  England's  savage  allies.  Sullivan's  arni}"  ^vas,  (I  quote 
from  one  of  General  Washington's  letters),  "  to  cut  off  their 
settlements,  destroy  their  crops,  and  inflict  on  them  every  other 
injury  which  time  and  circumstance  would  permit"  We  shall 
find  that  it  did  its  work  well  among  the  Senecas  and  Cayugas ; 
and  while  we  shall  learn  that  the  slaiu  were  comparatively  few, 
we  shall  realize  that  this  campaign  was  disastrous  in  its  influ- 
ence to  the  doomed  Iroquois. 

THE    EXPEDITION. 

The  main  part  of  the  arm}'  was  formed  in  the  summer  of 
1779,  near  Wilkesbarre,  in  the  Wyoming  Valley.  It  came  up 
the  Susquehanna  to  Tioga  Point,  where  it  was  joined  by  1,600 
New  York  and  New  England  Troops,  under  General  James 
Clinton.  It  was  then  about  4,000  strong,  and  came  up  the 
Tioga  (now  Chemung),  to  Newtown,  (a  few  miles  below  Elmira), 
whf;re  a  battle  was  fought  with  the  Indians,  Tories,  and  British, 
who  were  under  the  command  of  Col.  John  Butler,  and  ihc 
renowned  Mohawk  chief,  Joseph  Brant  They  were  confident 
of  victory,  and  made  a  desjierate  effort  to  defeat  and  turn  back 
our  army,  but  were  unsuccessful.  They  were  not  only  beaten 
L-L  disheartened,  so  that  they  niade  no  other  effort  to  drive 
back  the  invaders  b\'  any  general  battle.  By  that  disaster  they 
seem  to  have  lost  all  hope,  and  with  it  all  pov,-er  to 
"  Strike  for  their  aliars  and  their  fiies." 
In  fact,  the  Indians  were  rarely  seen  after  tfiat  ihruughout  the 
campaign  ;  but  tliey  hovered  about  our  arm}",  and  were  so  near, 
that  their  great  lender,  the  Mohawk  cliief,  afterwards  said  to 
Col.  Gansevoort,  "  I  roasted  my  venison  by  tlie  fires  that  you 
left." 

After  the  battle  the  army  came  up  to  I']hnira,  and  thence  to 
the  head  of  Seneca  Lake,  thence  by  the  Indian  'J'rail,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  lake  to  Kanadaseaga  or  Seneca  Castle,  (near 
Geneva),  and  thence  by  way  of  Canandaigua,  Honeoye,  Hemlock 
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and  Conesius  Lakes  to  the  Genesee  River.  In  its  long  march, 
the  army  found  many  Indian  villages  and  settlements  which  it 
reduced  to  ashes.  Surrounding  them  were  orchards,  gardens 
and  cornfields  which  were  also  laid  waste. 

The  valley  of  the  Genesee  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneseo  and 
Mount  Morris  was  densely  populated.  The  western  castle  of 
the  Senecas  was  there,  and  Gen.  Sullivau  states  in  his  report 
that  it  contained  "  123  houses  mostly  large  and  elegant." 

When  our  army  reached  that  lovely  valley  it  found  many 
Indian  homes,  trees  laden  with  the  choicest  fruit,  and  hundreds 
of  acres  of  corn,  ripening  for  the  harvest.  When  that  army 
left,  there  was  not  a  human  habitation  which  had  not  been 
leveled  to  the  ground,  not  a  living  tree,  not  an  ear  of  corn  which 
had. escaped  destruction.  Fearfully  had  the  Senecas  sowed  the 
wind — fearfully  did  they  reap  the  whirlwind. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  the  army  commenced  its  march 
liome%vard.  We  learn  that  when  it  had  reached  Kanadaseaga, 
"a  council  of  war  was  held.  The  Oneidas,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  exjjedition  as  guides,  and  a  deputation  from  tiiat 
tribe,  petitioned  that  the  Cayugas,  (to  whom  they  were  bound 
by  friendship  and  intermarriage),  should  be  spared.  They 
claimed  that  the  Cayugas  had  been  friend!}',  at  least  neutral. 
The  council  decided  against  them.  The  Oneidas  were  much 
dissatisfied,  but  fresh  scalps  which  were  subsequently  found  in 
the  houses  of  the  Cayugas,  satisfied  them  that  the  decision  was 
right. 

Histories  written  prior  to  the  last  few  years  give  but  little 
information  in  regard  to  Sullivan's  expedition  ;  but  fortunately 
many  private  journals  which  were  kept  by  officers  and  privates, 
have  been  obtained  and  published.  They  relate  to  every  part 
of  it,  here  and  elsewhere.  They  are  diaries,  written  day  by 
day,  and  give  us  much  valuable  information.  I  shall  use  these 
journals  freely  so  far  as  they  relate  to  our  limits.  It  will  be 
■found  that  they  throw  a  flood  of  light  on  that  expedition,  dis- 


17G  SI'LLIVAN's   EXPEDinON 

prove  many  false  traditions,  and  dumonstrate  that  the  general 
belief  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Indians  has  been  very 
erroneous. 

THE    CAMl'AIGX   AGAINST   THE    CAYUOS. 

Tlie  punishment  of  the  Cayugas  having  been  ordered,  600 
men  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Butler  were  sent 
out  Seijt  2O1I1.  They  camped  that  night  where  Waterloo  now 
stand.s.  The  next  morning  at  seven  o'clock  they  ^roke  camp 
and  marched  nine  or  ten  miles  to  the  foot  of  Oayuga  Lake, 
where  they  crossed  by  wading  in  the  water  up  to  their  bi-easts. 
The  lake  or  outlet  v;a,s  about  seventy  rods  wide  at  that  point 
This  portage  was  some  three  miles  north  of  Cayuga  village. 
It  was  part  of  the  great  Indian  Tiail,  and  where  the  crossing  of 
the  Northern  Turnpike  was  subsequently  located.  There  was 
on  the  east  side  a  town  called  by  the  Indians,  Tio-he-ro,  and  I 

by  the  Jesuits,  St.  Stephen,  which  was  destroyed.     That  after-  { 

noon   they  reached   Ge-waw-ga,  (now  Union   Springs),  having  ' 

marched  eighteen  miles  that  day.     In  Thomas  Grant's  Journal  ; 

I  find,  "  Sept.  22,  marched  this  day  at  6  A.  M.,  about  two  miles  1 

to  t^'e  Cayuga  Castle,  an  Indian  town  of  that  name,  containing  | 

in  numbers  about  fifteen  very  large  square  houses.     1  think  j 

the  buildings  superi.ir  to  any  we  yet  have  seen."  I 

Our  old  idea  of  bark  cabins  and  cheerless  wigwams,  as  the  j 

homes  of  the  Indians,  may  be  correct  as  regards  some  tribes  \ 

and  sections,  but  it  is  evidently  far  from  the  truth,  so  far  as  the  I 

Senccas  ai;d  Cayuga-;  weic  concerned.     Eo^h  of  the  "  vcrv  husre  ; 

square  houses,"  (square  as  distinguished   from  round),   was  in  \ 

compartments,  and  coi,tainod  many  familiL-s.     Tiiey  were  com-  \ 

fortable  and  substantial.  Col.  Stone,  in  his  l-oriler  Wars  of  the 
American  Revolution,  stales  that  "  in  .'■oine  instances  the  Indians  , 

had  frame  houses,  which  were  painted."     As  they  did  not  have  j 

saw  mills,  1  think  their  "frame"  ln.M.ises  were  sini])ly  of  liewn  ' 

timber.  j 

We  learn  from  the  journals,  that  "the  fatigue  parties  were 
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sent  out  to  destroy  the  corn  to  the  amourit  of  about  110  acres, 
tliougii  not  all  destroyed  this  day."  "  We  found  at  this  town, 
'apples,  peaches,  potatoes,  turnips,  onions,  pumpkins,  squashes 
and  vegetables  of  various  kinds,  and  great  plenty." 

Geu.  Sullivan  states  in  his  report,  that  they  found  in  the  Sen- 
eca country,  "  every  kind  of  vegetable  that  could  be  conceived 
of."  Moses  Fellows  in  his  journal,  informs  us,  that  they  found 
near  Geneva,  not  only  what  are  mentioned  above,  but  "  peas, 
beans,  cabbages,  carrots,  '..arsnips,  cucumbers  and  Wakrinclons." 
At  Kushong,  south  of  Geneva,  they  found  "  fowls,"  which  they 
confiscated. 

As  their  lakes  and  rivers  were  filled  with  the  clioicest  fish, 
(among  which  was  the  salmon),  and  as  their  forests  abounded 
■with  game  in  endless  variety,  the  Indians  evidently  had  some 
of  the  luxuries  of  life,  Mary  Jemison  includes  in  her  statement 
of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Senecas,  when  Sullivan's  army 
was  in  trie  Genesee  country,  "  horses  and  cattle."  Olher  writers 
metttion  "hogs  and  milch  cowa" 

The  troops  found  near  Great  Gully,  not  only  the  town  we 
have  mentioned,  but  tvro  others.  Upper  Cayuga*  was  on  the 
south  side,  about  two  miles  back  from  the  lake.  East  Cayuga* 
was  on  the  north  side,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town  of 
Springport.  We  find  this  in  one  of  the  journals,  "September 
28d, — This  day,  the  troops  were  employed  till  three  o'clock,  in 
finishing  the  destruction  of  the  corn,  and  burning  the  afore- 
mentioned towns  within."  Another  vrriter  gives  us  this: 
"  The  most  part  of  the  day  taken  up  in  destroying  scattering 
towns,  corn  kc,  within  two  or  three  miles,  all  around  this  town,"' 
which  he  in  a  former  sentence  mentions  as  "  large  and  commo- 
dious, consisting  of  fifty  houses  mostly  well  built"  He  evi- 
dently regarded  Cayuga  Castle,  Upper  Cayuga  and  East  Cayuga 
as  one  town.  They  constituted,  without  doubt  Gui-o-gou-en, 
the  cnpitol  town  of  the  Cayugas,  where  the  Jesuits  had  a  mis- 

•  So  nimej'I  by  General  Clark  of  Auburn. 
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siciu  in  the  seventeentli  (.'eiitury.  There  are  evidences  which 
prove  quite  clearly,  that  after  Sullivan's  army  passed  through 
here,  the  site  of  their  capitol  town  was  changed,  and  was  at 
one  time  about  two  miles  Dorth  of  Union  Springs.  There  is 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Cayuga  County  Historical  Society,  a  map 
drawn  by  a  brother  of  Col.  Hardenburgh,  about  1794,  and  we 
find  thereon,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaster  mills,  "  Present  site 
of  Cayuga  Castle."  But  I  am  satisfied  it  remained  there  only 
a  few  years,  for  vj  shall  find  that  after  1795,  the  Eichardson 
lands  were  outside  of  the  reservation  of  the  Cayugas.  Their 
Castle  was  certainly  near  Great  Gully  in  1779,  and  after  1795. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  the  army  resumed 
its  march,  and  went  thi-ec  or  four  miles  to  Chonodote  or  Peach 
Town,  remarkable  for  a  large  peach  orchard.  One  writer  states 
"  there  were  1.500  peach  trees,  besides  apple  trees  and  other 
fruit  trees." 

I-  am  impressed  that  the  great  mass  of  our  people  believe 
that  the  Indians  were  simply  savages,  and  were  destitute  of  all 
that  makes  life  worth  living.  The  existence  of  so  many  towns, 
and  well  built  houses,  of  fruit  trees,  of  cultivated  lands,  of  vast 
corn  fields  and  a  great  variety  of  vegetables,  so  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  journals,  certainl}'  evidence  a  higher  degree 
oi  civilization  than  y^e  have  hitherto  attributed  to  the 
A'norigines. 

Chonodote  or  Peach  Town  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the 
boantiful  village  of  Aurora.  A  journal  reads:  "September 
23d — Tliis  Town  contained  about  twelve  or  fourteen  houses, 
chiefly  old  buildings;  part  of  the  corn  destroyed  this  evening. 
September,  24th — This  morning  the  troops  were  emploj'ed  in 
finishing  the  destruction  of  the  corn  and  peach  trees."  At  10 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  fire  was  set  to  the  town,  and  the  detach- 
ment once  more  took  up  its  line  of  march. 

The  journal  continues,  "  September  24 — marched  this  day, 
161  miles  and  encamped  on  a  pleasant  hill,  near  a  fine  creek. 
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about  an  hour  after  dark."  The  "fine  creek  "  mentioned,  was 
Salmon  creek,  and  the  "  pleasant  hill  "  was  north  or  west  of 
Ludlowville.  I  find  this  item  also,  under  date  of  September 
24th.  "  Nine  miles  from  Chonodote,  we  crossed  a  stream  of 
water,  which  fell  over  rocks  eighty  feet,  perpendicular;  three 
miles  from  this,  we  crossed  a  second  stream,  which  fell  about 
fifty  feet  perpendicular,  which  empty  themselves  in  Cayuga 
lake."  The  first  fall  mentioned  was  in  Genoa,  near  the  residence 
of  Ed  'ar  J.  hyon ;  the  other  was  southwest  of  Lake  Ridge. 
These  falls  clearly  define  the  route  v.-hich  the  army  followed 
in  passing  through  this  section. 

The  Kings  of  Genoa  have  always  claimed  that  one  of  Butler's 
men  died  and  was  buried  on  their  lands  by  the  Indian  trail, 
near  the  lake  ;  and  that  his  grave,  now  obliterated,  was  for  many 
years  known  and  marked.  I  take  but  little  stock  in  traditions, 
but  I  believe  this  one  is  trua  The  army  certainly  passed 
through  their  lands.  If  this  tradition  is  reliable  this  nameless 
.eoldier,  who  sleeps  in  his  unmarked  grave,  was  the  first  white 
man  who  died  within  the  limits  of  our  county,  of  whom  I  have 
any  knowledge. 

Once  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  we  come  back  to  the  jour- 
n:ils.  "  September  25th — marched  this  morning  about  6  o'clock, 
and  encamped  at  an  Indian  town,  three  and  one  half  miles 
above  the  head  of  Cayuga  Lake  " — which  was  about  two  miles 
above  Ithaca  on  the  inlet  On  the  m.oruing  of  the  2<)th,  they 
marched  southv.esterly,  and  rejoined  the  main  aiinv,  on  the 
28th,  at  Elmira. 

As  part  of  this  history,  we  should  notice  the  fact  that  on  the 
21st  of  September,  (the  nest  da\'  after  Col.  Butler's  GOO  were 
detached),  Lieut  Col.  Henry  Dearborn  was  sent  off  with  200 
troops  to  destroy  the  Indian  settlements  on  the  west  side  of 
Cayaga  lake.  After  this  was  done,  the  main  army  regained  its 
march  from  Geneva  homeward,  returning  to  Elmira,  by  the 
same  route  it  had  folIov,-e<:l  in  cominsr  out     The  record  of  Dear- 
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born's  expedition  is  a  repetition  of  Col.  Butler's — marches  and 
destruction  of  Indian  towns,  orchards  and  grain.  It  reached 
the  head  of  the  l;;ke  two  days  before  Butler's  command  arrived, 
and  preceded  it  in  its  return  to  the  general  army. 

THi:    RESULT. 

General  Sullivan  in  his  report,  sums  up  the  rej?ult  of  Col. 
Butler's  raid  as  follows  :  "  He  destro^-ed  in  the  Cayuga  Coun- 
try five  pri^vipal  towns,  and  a  number  of  scattering  houses, 
the  whole  making  about  one  hundred  in  number,  exceedingly 
large  and  well  built.  He  also  destroyed  200  acres  of  excellent 
ccVn,  with  a  number  of  orchards,  one  of  which  had  1,500  trees." 

Of  Dearborn's  command  he  states:  "  Col.  Dearborn  burnt  in 
bis  route  six  towns,  destroying  at  the  same  time  large  quantities 
of  com." 

The  entire  army  dertroyed  forty  Indian  towns,  and  100,000 
J^usbels  of  corn. 

•  In  Col.  Stone's  "  Border  Wars ''  we  find,  "  After  the  battle  of 
Newtov/n,  terror  led  the  van  of  the  invaders,  whose  approach 
was  heralded  by  watchmen  stationed  upon  every  height,  and 
desolation  followed  v/ccping  in  her  train.  The  Indians  every- 
where fled  as  Sullivan  advanced,  and  the  whole  country  was 
swept  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction." 

■  In  summing  up  the  result  he  adds,  "With  the  exception  of 
Newtown,  the  achievement  of  the  army  in  battle  was  not  great, 
but  it  had  scoured  a  broad  extent  of  country,  and  had  laid 
more  towns  in  ash&s  tlian  had  ever  been  destroyed  on  the  conti- 
nent before.  The  red  men  were  driven  from  their  beautiful 
country,  their  habitations  left  in  ruins,  their  fields  laid  waste, 
their  orchards  uprooted,  and  their  altars  and  the  tombs  of  their 
fathers  overthrown."  Someone  has  said,  "  When  the  invaders 
entered  the  land  of  the  Gayugas  and  Senecas,  the  Garden  of 
Eden  was  before  them  ;  but  behind  them  they  left  only  a 
wilderness." 
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WAS  Sullivan's  expedition  justifiable  ? 

The  sad  picture  of  ruin  which  we  have  contemplated  awakens 
sympathy  for  the  poor  Indians;  and  therefore  in  reviewing  the 
history  of  Sullivan's  expedition,  we  naturally  ask,  was  it  justi- 
fiable? Was  the  wholesale  destruction  of  cornfields,  orchards 
and  homes  called  for?  After  mature  reflection,  I  answer,  "  Yes.'' 
It  was  1  military  necessity.  So  long  as  a  savage  foe  was  on 
our  border,  ready  to  appear  at  any  moment  to  tomahawk  our 
women  and  children,  and  apply  tb.e  torch  to  unprotected  homes, 
by  day  and  night,  here  today  and  there  tomorrow,  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  a  home-guard  for  defenca  Hence,  whatever 
mf;y  have  been  the  demands  of  the  continental  army  in  resisting 
the  power  of  England  in  that  fearfully  unequal  struggle,  the 
supply  from  the  frontier  was  necessarily  limited.  This  was  a 
serious  evil  to  the  colonies  and  their  feeble  army ;  and  a  war 
which  would  carry  terror  and  destruction  to  the  heart  of 
the  foe  was  needful  and  proper.  The  Indians  were  not  an 
organized  army  which  could  be  met  and  vanquished  and  cap- 
tuied  in  battle ;  they  could  not  be  reached  by  the  ordinary 
"  rules  of  war.  Their  homes  and  food  were  the  vital  points  in 
their  armor,  and  hence  the  policy  adopted  was  the  only  one 
which  could  be  used  against  them.  And  we,  who  have 
applauded  Sherman's  '•  March  to  the  Sea,"  cannot  criticise  Sulli- 
van's expedition,  or  the  great  General  who  ordered  it, 

BOUNDAKIES  OF  THE  CAYUGAS. 

Tiic  boundary  lines  between  the  several  Indian  tribes  were 
as  clearly  defmed  as  between  larger  nations,  but  vrere  somelimes 
changed. 

In  1779  the  Senecas  occupied  till  of  New  York  west  of  Sen- 
eca Lake.  That  lake  formed  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Cayuga,  and  Lake  Ontario  the  northern.  Its  eastern  was  a  line 
running  between  Owasco  and  Skanealeles  Lakes.  The  southern 
line  was  in  Pennsylvania.     In   viev.-  of  these  facts,  we  realize 
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that  when  Butler  and  Dearborn  were  sent  out  from  Sullivan's 
army  with  their  detachments,  one  to  go  on  the  east  side  of 
Cayuga  Lake,  and  the  other  on  the  west,  they  went  on  the 
same  mission — to  lay  waste  the  Cayugas.  As  the  main  army 
had  carried  the  war  into  the  land  of  the  Senecas,  leaving  it 
homeless  and  a  desert,  as  if  .  fire  or  cyclone  had  passed  through 
it,  so  Butler  and  Dearborn  v/ere  sent  to  carry  ruin  and  desolation 
to  their  allies.  In  fact,  that  result  had  been  accomplished  in  a 
great  degree;  for  the  army  in  its  devastating  march  from 
Tioga  Point  to  the  foot  of  Seneca  Lake,  was  within  their  terii- 
tory,*  and  hence  the  Cayugas  were  called  to  drink  of  the  bitter 
cup  first  and  last 

TRAI)1T10>;S. 

Many  false  traditions  connected  with  Sullivan's  expedition, 
have  become  history — almost.  The  statement  is  often  made 
that  a  battle  was  fought  on  the  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake,  between 
Salmon  Creek  and  Ithaca  ;  and  in  1879  it  was  seriously  pro- 
po^ied  to  celebrate  its  centennial.  It  would  have  been  a  sad 
travesty  of  history,  for  there  was  no  battle. 
'  Visitors  at  Slaterville  are  shown  a  spot  where  part  of  Sulli- 
van's army  was  fearfully  slaughtered  ;  but  no  part  of  that 
army  was  within  ten  miles  of  Slaterville. 

It  is  believed  by  many  that  Sullivan's  army  came  into  this 
county  from  the  south.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  statement 
made  by  one  of  the  early  settlers,  in  which  I  find,  "  His  army 
was  divided  somewhere  near  Ithaca,  one  division  passing  on  the 
east  side  of  Cayuga  Lake  and  driving  out  an  Indian  settlement 
on  the  Indian  Fields  ;  from  tlience  they  went  to  Aurora.  One 
of  their  number  dying,  was  buried  on  their  route  on  lands  of 
Hezekiah  Avery,  a  few  rods  east  of  Taleott's  Corners.  The 
other  division  of  the  army  passed  down  between  Cayuga  arid 
Seneca  lakes — the  two  divisions  uniting  at  Geneva." 

♦  Some  writers  claim  that  tiie  western  boundary  of  tlie  Cayuijtts  w&a  east  of  Eluiira  ; 
li'  this  is  true,  niy  statemeut  La  not  strictly  accurate. 
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This  good  man  thought  he  was  giving  to  the  world  honest 
history ;  but  lie  was  sadly  mistaken.  In  fact  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  so  small  a  tradition  could  contain  so  many  large 
errors.  With  the  exception  of  tlie  general  fact  that  Sullivan's 
army  was  somewhere  in  central  or  western  New  York  there  is 
not  one  truth  in  it ;  for  that  army  did  not  come  to  Ithaca  and 
divide— t'  o  divisions  did  not  reunite  at  Geneva — one  division 
did  not  come  to  the  Indian  Fields,  and  go  from  thence  to 
Aurora — and  one  of  the  soldiers  did  not  die,  and  find  a  burial 
at  Talcott's  Corners.  And  yet  such  slaiements  some  times  help 
to  viake  history. 

E'J'FKCT   OF   THE  EXPEDITION  OX  THE    EAHLY  SETTLKllEN'T. 

Sullivan's  expedition  played  an  important  part  in  our  early 
settlement  The  soldiers  who  came  into  this  matchless  country 
in  1779,  must  have  been  charmed  witli  its  beauty  and  fertility, 
with  its  grand  lakes  and  maguificent  forests,  and  they,  on 
returning  to  their  eastern  homes  undoubtedly  told  marvelous 
stories  of  the  wonderful  region  which  they  had  seen,  in  those 
bright  September  days,  in  the  Lake  country.  Humphrey  How- 
land  of  Ledyard,  in  his  address  before  the  Cayuga  Agricultural 
Socieiy  in  1841  said,  "  Some  of  the  soldiers  selected  large  ears 
of  corn  and  carried  them  home  in  their  knapsacks  to  New 
England ;  an  advertisement  in  legible  characters  of  this  fertile 
countr}"."  And  hence  when  the  lands  in  the  "  militniy  tract  " 
were  allotted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  '•  soldicis  rights," 
(as  they  were  called,)  were  much  sought  for,  and  soon  this  lovely 
section,  ^vhich  had  been  the  home  of  the  Indians,  was  changed 
from  a  wilderness  to  the  abode  of  civilization,  by  the  hardy 
pioneer. 

THE   CAYL'GAS    AKTEli   THE    EXPEDITION. 

The  condition  of  the  Cayugas,  when  Sullivan's  army  had 
finished  its  work,  was  sad  and  hojieless.  As  they  were  with- 
out homes  to  protect  them,  or  food  to  sustain  life,  they  went 
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to  Niagara,  where  the  British  had  a  fort.  Having  lost  every- 
thing in  their  eflorts  to  serve  the  Crown,  it  \v;i.s  bound  in  honor 
to  aid  them ;  consequently  huts  were  built  for  them  near  the 
fort,  and  their  wants  were  partially  supplied ;  but  the  winter  of 
unusual  sevcrit}''  which  followed,  combined  with  scurvy,  fire- 
water and  other  causes,  largely  reduced  their  number,  while 
they  vere  supported  by  the  British  on  the  border. 

Early  in  the  war,  Sir.  Guy  Carleton,  who  represented  the 
British  Government,  promised  the  Mohawks  that  their  losses 
should  be  made  good  to  them  ;  and  subsequently  General  Had-  | 

dimand  ratified  the  agreement.     Accordingly,  during  or  about  | 

the  close  of  the  war,  a  large  tract  was  ceded  to  them  on   the  1 

'Ouise,  or  The  Grand  River,  which  flows  into  Lake  Erie  about  i 

forty  miles  west  of   Niagara  Falls  in  Canada.     When  asked        •  \ 

how  much  they  wanted,  the  Mohawk  chief  laconically  replied,  < 

''  Six  uiilcs  on   each  side  of  the  river  from  the  mouth  to  its  i 

source;"  and  there  they  went  under  the  leadership  of  Brant.  1 

Many  of  the  Cayugas,  weary  of  their  mi.serable  condition   at  •; 

Buffalo  Creek,  joined  the  Moluuvks,   and  settled   v.'itli  them  ; 

permanently.  j 

England  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  in  J 

1VS3.     In  1784  a  treaty  of  peace  was  made  with  the  Indians  \ 

at  Fort  Stanwix  ;  and   the  Cayugas,  (excepting  those  who  had  j 

made  a  settlement  in  Canada),  returned  to  their  old  home.  I 

THE    CAYUGA    KK5ERVATI0X.  .3 

February  2oth,  1789,  the  Cayugas,  at  a  treaty  held  in  Albany,  J 

ceded  their  extensive  territory  witliin   our  limits,  to  the  state  '• 

for  the  consideration  of  $50  in  silver,  $1125  to  be  paid  them  ; 

June  1st,  and  the  annual  payment  of  $500,  which  they  were  to  i 
receive  forever.     But  they  reserved  ninety-eight  square  miles 

upon  Cayuga  lake,  also  one  mile  on  each  side  of  Seneca  River,  ] 

at  Skoi-yase,  (now  Waterloo),  "  v.'here  the  Cayugas  have  here-  ? 

tofore  taken   eel,"  and  one  mile  square  uear  Canoga,  for  the  j 
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Cayuga  chief,  called  Fish  Carrier.  It  is  said  Fish  Carrier  was 
op[V)-,ed  to  tlie  tri'aty,  and  the  fact  that  this  land  was  given  to 
him  suggests  that  it  was  u?ed  like  Credit  MoViilier  stock  in 
Congress,  "  where  it  would  do  the  most  good."  The  treaty  pro- 
vided that  "  the  Cayugas,  and  their  posterity  forever,  shall  have 
the  free  right  of  iiunting  in  every  part  of  the  said  ceded  lands, 
and  of  t)  .hing  in  all  the  waters  within  the  same."  It  was  also 
stipulated  that  "the  Ca^'uga  salt  spring,  and  the  land  to  the 
extent  of  one  mile  around  the  same,"  was  "  to  remain  for  the 
common  use  and  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  of  the  Cayugas  and  their  posterity  forever." 

The  Cayugas  having  fought  against  the  colonies,  had,  accord- 
ing to  the  rales  of  war,  forfeited  their  lands,  and  therefore 
wliat  was  paid  them,  and  the  concession  of  reservations,  may  be 
regarded  as  a  matter  of  expcdienc3%  if  not  of  ju.?tice,  on  the 
part  of  the  state.  We  can  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  are 
not  forced  to  regard  the  treaty  of  1789  as  a  purchase;  for  if 
we  w^re,  we,  as  citizens  of  the  state,  would  have  no  reason  to 
be  proud  of  it,  for  the  amount  which  the  Cayugas  received  for 
the.iands  ceded,  did  not  equal  one  cent  an  acre. 

When  the  reservations  were  made,  the  Ca3'ugas  petiti(Mied 
that^.a  generous  grant  of  land  should  be  made  to  Peter  llyck- 
raan,  a  Dutchman,  who,  they  claimed,  was  their  adopted  son. 
The  state  accordingly  gave  him  a  mile  square  near  Cayuga 
village;  also  15,6S0  acres  on  the  west  bank  of  Seneca  Lake. 
The  entire  tract  of  land  last  mnntioued  was  twenty-live  square 
miles  ;  but  of  this  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  were  given 
to  Joseph  Poudre,  a  French  trader,  who  had  married  a  Cayuga 
maiden,  and  who  resided  at  Kaghsiou  creek,  south  of  Geneva. 
Knowing  as  we  do  how  valuable  those  lands  are,  the  grant  to 
Ryckman  seems  very  excessive,  but  such  liberal  gifts  were 
common  in  those  days.  It  is  very  easy  to  be  generous  with  other 
ptopUs  propeTty.  You  will  find  in  the  life  of  Mary  Jemison, 
"  the  white  woman  of  the  Genesee"  that  she  received  in  1797, 
in  the  Seneca  territory,  17,92?  acres. 
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It  may  interest  you  to  know  where  the  reservation  of  the 
one  hundred  square  miles  was  located.  If  I  were  called  upon  to 
describe  it  in  a  deed,  I  should  stiite  its  boundaries  as  follows  : 
"  Beginning  on  the  east  line  of  the  town  of  Ledyard,  in  the 
centi-e  ot  the  highway  running  from  Sherwood's  corners  to 
Aurora,  and  running  thence  west  to  a  point  about  three  miles 
west  of  Cayuga  Lake — thence  norther!}'  to  the  village  of  Sen- 
eca Falls — thence  along  Seneca  River  to  the  Cayuga  salt 
springs,  below  the  village  of  Montezuma— thence  south-easterly 
to  a  point  in  the  town  of  Aurelius,  in  line  with  the  east  line  of 
the  town  of  Springport — and  thence  south  to  the  place  of 
beginning — cont<'iining  one  hundred  square  miles,  (exclusive  of 
the  waters  of  Cayuga  Lake),  excepting  and  reserving  therefroni 
the  mile  square  gift  to  Fish  Carrier,  and  Peter  Rykeman's  rnile 
square." 

Eoswell  Franklin  has  the  re[)Utation  of  having  been  the  first 
settler  in  Cayuga  County.  Unfortunately  he  settled  on  tlie 
reservation.  It  seems  tliat  quite  a  number  v.'ho  came  about  the 
same  time  also  located  there.  The  Indians  complained  tu  Gov. 
Clinton,  wIk-  issued  a  proclamation  directing  them  to  remove. 
As  they  disregarded  it,  he  sent  a  sheriff's  posse  in  1791  to  eject 
them,  and  some  fourteen  families  were  forced  to  vacate.  This 
was  a  serious  loss  to  them. 

RpSWELL    FRAXKI.IX. 

The  name  of  Koswell  Franklin  calls  up  sad  memories.  His 
life  was  nnjre  like  a  wild  dream  of  the  imagination  than  sober 
reality.  As  we  leai'n  hdw  tiials,  sorrows  and  misfortunes 
attended  him  in  all  his  wanderings,  we  do  not  wonder  that  his' 
heart  failed  him  at  last — that  he  desire.l  to  lay  down  the  weary 
burdens  of  life,  or  that  he  sought,  unbidden,  in  the  silence  of 
the  grave,  that  rest  and  peace  which  iiis  cruel  fate  had  denied 
him  while  living. 

The  pioneer  of  Cayuga  County  sleeps,  alone,  near  Payne's 
Creek,  south  of  Aurora  ;    but  all   trace  of  his  avave   was  lost 
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)i)ng  ago;  and  hence  it  can  be  said  of  our  leader,  as  was 
recorded  of  the  leader  of  the  Isriplites,  "  no  man'  knoweth  of 
Ijii  sepulchre  unto  this  day."  Without  that  lonely  and  unknown 
grave,  the  picture  of  hid  ill-starred  life  would  be  incomplete, 
but  with  that  it  is  perfect 

The  earliest  settlement  of  Cayuga  County  and  Sullivan's 
expeditior ,  are  linked  togetijer  by  a  little  romance.  One  morn- 
ing in  November,  1778  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Lester,  residing  at 
Nanticoke  on  the  Susquehanna,  was  awakened  by  the  dread 
war  whoop.  A  band  of  Senecas  had  come  on  its  mission  of 
death.  Mr.  Lester  was  murdered,  and  his  wife  and  little  child 
were  taken  into  captivity. 

When  our  army  was  in  the  Genesee  country  in  1779,  Mr.^. 
Lester  escaped,  came  into  camp  with  the  child  in  her  arms,  and 
returned  with  the  expedition.  She  subsequently  became  the 
wife  of  Eoswell  Franklin,  moved  here  with  hirn,  and  tms  ihe 
firsl  xcliite  luoman  ivho  had  a  home  I'u  our  counttj.  In  the  looms 
of  time,  the  threads  of  our  lives  are  strangely  interwoven. 

C      THE    C.A.Vl"GA    RESEKVATIOX    REDUCED. 

We  coi:--e  back  once  more  to  the  changing  scenes  in  the 
drama  of  a  nation's  lif&  We  have  found  that  in  178y  tliC}' 
had  a  reservation  of  one  hundred  square  miles.  Of  this  in 
1795,  by  a  treaty  held  at  Cayuga  Ferry,  they  ceded  to  the  stale 
all  but  two  small  reservations.  One  contained  four  square 
miles,  and  was  in  the  south-we^t  corner  of  Springport,  and  the 
north  west  corner  of  Ledyard.  It  is  distinguished  on  some  old 
maps  as  the  "  Residence  Reservation."  The  other  was  a  mile 
square,  some  tv.'o  or  three  miles  north-east  of  Union  Springs, 
and  was  called  the  "  Mine  Reservation."  I  understand  it  con- 
tained rock,  v.'hich  was  supposed  to  be  rich  with  silver,  or  some 
other  precious  metal.  The  treaty  grants  to  the  Cayugas  this 
mile  square,  "and  the  mine  within  the  same;  if  any  there 
be," — but  there  was  none. 
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For  the  lands  ceded  in  1795,  the  Cayugas  were  paid  $1,800, 

and  were  to'  receive  $1,800  annually  forever.     I  find  in  a  law  j 

passed  April  9th,  1795,  the  basis  of  this  payment  and  annuity.  | 

The  price  fi.xed  by  the  state  for  the  lands  to  be  given   up  was  ! 

"  four  shillings  "  per  acre, — and   the  annuity  was  to  be  at  the  j 

rate  of  six  per  cent.  | 

The  law  provided  that  the  purchaped  lands  should   be  sur-  | 

veyed  into  lots  of  250 jacres  ;    that  white  citizens  who  were  in  j 

possession   of  any  one  of   said  lots,  January  1,  1795,  under  a  | 

lease  from  the  Indians,  or  by  their  "free  and  voluntary  con-  1 

sent,"  should  have  a  preemptive  right  of  purcha.=;e  of  it;  that  | 

the  remainder  should  be  sold  at  Albany,  at  public  vendue,  lot  ; 

by  lot;  but  our  yankeo  law-makers,  with  characteristic  caution  j 

and  sharpness,  added,  "  provided  that  none  of  said  lots  shall  be  ! 

sold  for  less  than  sixteen  shillings  per  acre."     A  purcliase  of  i 

60,000  acres,  or  more,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  which   by  law  | 

.could  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars,  (and  for  which  v.'e  5 

did  realise^on  the  sale  thereof,  in  the  following  year,  over  800  | 

per  cent  profit),  looks  like  a  very  healthy  transaction  on  the  ] 

part  of  the  state,  but  a  little  rough  on  the  helpless  "  wards  of  i 

the  nation,"  as  we  sometimes  tenderly  call  them.  \ 

I  am  pleased  to  find  in  that  law  of  1795,  one  evidence  of  | 

guardianship.     It  provides  tliat  the  state  shall  pay  from  year  to  i 

year  the  annuity  of  $1,800,  ''after  having  appropriated  a  part  ' 

thereof  to  the  maintainanoe  of  the  public  school  in  the  tribe,  ] 

in  which   the  Indian  children  shall  be  laiight."     The  critieal  \ 

ma}'  claim  that  even  this  did  not  show  any  remarkable  liberal-  ; 

ity  on  the  part  of  the  state,  for  it  will  be   n'jlieed  that  the  i 

expense  of  the  school  was  to  come  out  of  the  annuity  due  the  t ' 

red  men  ;  the  annuity  which  they  had  purchased  so  dearly,  by  '• 

the  sale  of  lands  for  about  one  tenth  of  what  tiiey  were  worth.  i 

By  the  law  of  1795,  those  who  had   a  i>re-emptive  riglit  of  i 

purchase,  were  to  pay  for  their  lauds  the  average  price  of  the  1 

lands  sold  at  auction.  I 
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THE    CAYUGAS   BECOME    LANDLESS. 

May  80,  1S07 — eighteen  years  after  the  large  reservation 
was  formed,  unci  twelve  3'ears  after  the  treaty  of  1795,  the  Cay- 
ugas  parted  with  their  last  aero  ;  for  on  that  day,  they  ceded 
the  Afine  and  Eesidence  Ee-ervations  to  the  state,  which  paid 
them  forty-eight  hundred  dollars.  There  is,  in  this  statement, 
much  to  surprise  us,  and  much  to  regret  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  Cayngas  received  $-i,S0O  for  3,200  acres  of  land,  or  $1.50 
]icr  acre!  The  records  of  our  clerk's  office  show  that  Peter 
Kyckman  sold  his  sis  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  Joseph 
Annin,  March  2,  1808,  (about  nine  months  after  this  treaty),  for 
$4, -100 — almost  $7.00  per  acre.  Certainly  the  reservations  in 
Springport  anrl  Ledyard,  which  were  partially  cleared,  were 
worth  mo'e  than  the  E\'ckmau  tract  by  the  side  of  the  Cayuga 
marshes,  with  their  mosquitoes,  and  malaria,  and  bull  frogs. 
This  is  not  all.  A  law  passed  March  11, 180S,  proves  that  the 
state  sold  in  1798,  the  lands  purchased  in  1795,  and  reahV,ed 
for  the  entire  tract,  S4  60  per  acre.  No  one  can  claim  that  the 
selling  value  of  lands  in  this  garden  of  the  state,  was  less  in 
180/  than  it  was  in  1796.  And  hence  we  are  surprised  that 
the  Cayugas  consented  to  receive  such  a  miserable  pittance; 
and  we  cannot  but  regret  that  the  state  should  have  driven 
another  bargain,  so  sharp  and  ungenerous,  with  "Lo,  the  poor 
Indian."  These  transactions  remind  us  of  the  bright  witticism 
of  Ijishop  Williams  of  Connecticut,  who  said,  "  The  Pilgrim 
Fathcis,  when  they  landed  on  Plymouth  Eock,  fell  on  their 
knees — after  that  they  fell  on  the  Aborigines." 

Ol/K   TREATMENT   OF   THE    INDIANS. 

If  in  view  of  the  wrongs  of  American  slavery,  Thomas  Jefr- 
erson  trembled  for  his  country  when  he  remembered  that  God 
wa.s  just,  I  rcspt'ctfully  submit  that  we,  as  a  people,  have  some 
occasion  for  solicitude  as  we  review  our  dealings  with  the  red 
men. 
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While  I  do  not  hold  the  opinion  expressed  by  many,  that 
the  only  good  Indians  are  dead  ones,  1  have  no  desire  to  speak 
tlicir  praises  ;  hut  I  do  recognize  them,  as  part  of  the  common 
brotherhood,  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  for  whom  the 
world  was  made,  and  for  whom  the  Saviour  died  ;  and  my  heart 
is  pained  that  our  record  in  all  our  past  history,  has  been  stained 
by  so  many  acts  of  injustice  to  them. 

I  find  in  Washington  Irving's  Sketch  Book  this  beautiful 
passage,  "  But  should  be,"  (that  is,  the  Poet  who  shall  write  the 
Etory  of  the  Indians  in  the  future,)  "venture  upon  the  dark  story 
of  their  wrongs  and  wretchedness ;  should  he  tell  how  they 
were  mvaded,  corrupted,  despoiled,  driven  from  their  native 
abodes  and  the  sepulchers  of  their  fathers;  hunted  like  wild 
beasts  about  the  earth,  and  sent  down  v.'ith  violence  and  butch- 
ery to  the  grave,  posterity  will  either  turn  with  horror  and 
incredulity  from  the  tale,  or  blush  with  indignation  at  the  inhu- 
manity of  their  forefathers."  "  We  are  driven  back,"  said  an 
old  warrior,  "  until  we  can  retreat  no  farther — our  hatchets  are 
broken,  our  bows  are  snapped,  our  fires  are  nearly  extinguished 
— a  little  longer  and  the  white  man  will  cease  to  persecute  us, 
for  we  shall  cease  to  exist !" 

I  have  been  free  to  criticise  the  purchases  which  the  state 
has  made  of  the  Indians;  but  I  now  cheerfully  bear  witness 
that  it  has  faithfully  kept  its  promises  of  payment,  for  you  will 
find  in  the  Session  Laws  from  year  to  3'ear,  that  the  legislature 
votes  $2,300  to  the  Cayugas — being  for  the  two  annuities  men- 
tioned— that  is,  $500  as  agreed  in  the  Treaty  of  1789,  and$  1,800 
in  that  of  1795. 

With  the  exception  of  tliese  annual  j.iayments  arid  the  $4,800 
they  had  nothing  left,  and  nothing  to  hope  for.  The  little 
remnant  of  their  once  vast  domain  has  passed  from  them  :  and 
they  went  forth  from  their  beautiful  country,  "  whose  lakes  and 
rivers,  whose  mountains  and  valle3's,  had  become  dear  to  them 
by  the  historic  legends  of  their  own  traditions;  where  they  and 
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their  children  weie  born  ;  where  their  fathers  and  mothers 
were  buried,  and  where  everything  was  instinct  with  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past,"  to  find  a  home  elsewhere.  Thej  vrere  poor, 
l^creftof  power,  humbled  in  pride,  and  broken  inspirit — a  fallen 
and  ruined  people. 

PRESENT   NUMBERS   OF   THE    IROQUOIS. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  tribes  which  once  dwelt  east 
of  the  ^.'ississippi,  have,  (with  bixt  few  exceptions),  become 
extinct — that  even  the  six  nations  have  shared  in  a  great  degree, 
the  general  de.5tiny  of  the  red  men,  and  will  soon  cease  to  exist 
Tt  will  therefore  surprise  some  of  you  when  I  state  that  the  late 
Governor  Seymour,  George  S.  Conover  of  Geneva,  Hon.  Ellis 
H.  RoTjerts  of  ITtiea,  and  other  distinguished  writers  who  have 
made  careful  research  into  all  matters  pertaining  to  thu  Indians, 
inform  us  that  the  Iroquois  nation  has  maintained  its  numbers — 
nay  more,  that  it  is  numerically  stronger  today  than  it  was  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  !  If  this  is  true,  (and  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  it),  it  does  not  verify  the  sad  prophecy 
of  Li^t  Indian  orator  who  said,  "  We  shall  not  long  occupj-  much 
room  in  living.  We  shall  occupy  still  less  when  we  are  gone — 
a  single  tree  of  the  thousands  which  once  sheltered  our  fore- 
fathers—one old  elm,  under  which  the  tribes  used  to  meet,  will 
cover  us  all." 

As  that  strange  people  were  phenomenal  in  wi.^doni,  advance- 
ment, power  and  government  in  the  days  of  their  glory,  so 
they  are  today  a  wonder  in  their  endurance  and  vitalit}'. 

Even  the  Cayugas  have  held  their  own,  and  more  ;  for  if  a 
statement  recently  made  bv  William  C.  Bryant  of  Butlalo  is 
reliable,  (that  there  are  91)0  of  the  Cayugas  in  Canada),  they 
number  more  today  than  they  did  in  1776.  But  they  arc 
strangcl}'  scattered.  By  far  the  larger  part  arc  in  Canada — 
others  are  on  the  Tonawanda  and  Cattaraugus  reservations — 
some  are  in   WisconF:in — and  yet  others  are  beyond  the  Mis- 
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sis?ippi.     They  preserve  tbeir  name,  lineage  and  nationality — 
and  have  their  separate  chiefs. 

PKESEXT    CONDITION    OF    TUE    CAYUGAS. 

Tlie  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Senccas  and  Tuscaroras  still  retain 
their  reservations — in  part  at  least ;  they  are  not  landless.  But 
the  poor  Cayugas  have  not,  within  their  native  boundaries,  even 
a  ourying  ground  which  they  can  call  their  own. 

Their  present  homeless  condition  recalls  two  passages,  which 
I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting.  One  formed  part  of  the  address 
which  Peter  Wilson,  a  Cayuga  chief,  delivered  before  the  New 
York  Historical  Society  in  1847.  He  said,  '•  The  Em])ire  Statoj 
as  you  love  to  call  it,  ',7as  once  laced  by  our  trails  from  Albany 
to  Bufialo ;  trails  that  we  had  trodden  for  centuries  ;  trails  worn 

so  deep   by   the  feet  of  the  Iroquois  that  they  became  your  j 

roads  of  travel  as  3'our  possessions  gradually  ate  into  those  of  | 

my  people.     Your  roads  still  traverse  those  same  lines  of  com-  ; 

munication,  which  bound  one  purt  of  the  Long  House  to  the  I 

other !     Have  xve,   the  first  holders  of  this  prosperous  region,  no  \ 

longer  a  share  in  your  history?     Glad   were  your  fathers  to  sit  ; 

down  on  the  threshold  of  the  Long  House.     Had  our  forefathers  i 

spurned  you  from  it  when  the  French  were  thundering  on  the  | 

opposite  side  to  get  a  passage  through,  to  drive  3'ou  into  the  I 

sea,  whatever  has  been  the  fate  of  other  Indians,  the  Iroquois  ' 

might  still    have  been   a  nation — and  I,   instead  of   pleading  | 

here  for  the  privilege  of  living  within  j-our  borders,  I — might  j 

have  had  a  country."  ! 

Beautiful  and   pathetic  as  this  passage  is,  it  is  more  than  ; 

equaled  by  the  speech  of  another  Indian  orator,  who  on  a  more  . 

recent  occasion,  said  at  Bufialo:    "  Tonight.  I  addrc.-s   you  as  j 

an  alien  in  the  land  of  my  fathers.     I  have  no  nation,  no  coun-  ! 

tr}',  and   I  might  say,  I  have  no  kindred.     All   that  we  loved  I 

and  prized  and  cherished,  is  yours.     The  land  of  the  rushing  | 

river,  the  thundering  cataract  and  the  jeweled  lakes  is  yours.  | 
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All  these  broad  blooming  fields,  those  wooded  hills  and  laugh- 
\n^  valleys  aie.  yours — yours  alone." 

Whatever  vre  may  deny  to  these  poor  children  of  the  wild- 
wood,  we  must  coneedc  to  them  the  gift  of  eloquence — grand, 
poetic,  wonderful  eloquence. 

One  more  thought  and  I  v.-ill  cease  to  weary  you.  In  answer 
to  Peter  Wilson's  question  we  must  reply,  the  Cayugas  have, 
indfd,  '■  a  share  in  our  history," — but  they,  who,  for  so  many 
generations,  hunted  in  the  forests,  and  fished  in  the  waters, 
which  we  now  proudly  call  our  own — who  were  lords  of  these 
hills  and  valleys  and  plains,  and  were  a  power  in  the  land, 
have  left  but  little  to  perpetuate  their  memory.  A  few  Indian 
relies,  possibly  a  few  old  Indian  apple  trees,  a  few  Indian  forts, 
and  trails  and  graves  which  the  plow-  of  the  white  man  has  not 
obliterate'! — these,  and  the  name  of  our  beautiful  Lake,  and 
grand  old  Count}^,  alone  remain,  to  remind  us  that  the  Cayugas 
ever  existed. 
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We  soinelimes  meet,  in  the  varied  \vall:s  of  social  and  busi- 
ness life,  with  inJividualj^,  whose  character  aud  habits,  either 
for  good  or  ill,  distinguish  them  somev/hat  froni  the  most  of 
their  neighbors.  American  society  is  hardly  tolerant  of  the 
persona!  peculiarities  or  the  independence  of  individuals,  either 
as  to  dress,  in  respect  or  manners,  habits,  customs  or  associates. 
The  Englishman  subordinate  in  everything  which  relates  to 
royalty,  nubility,  or  the  glory  of  old  England,  still  in  the  ordi- 
nary relations  of  life,  more  highly  prizes  his  personal  rights  and 
privileges,  than  the  American  citizen.  He  understands  and 
appreciates  those  rights  and  privileges  better  than  the  citizens 
of  this  republic,  and  this,  because  he  is  engaged  in  a  constant 
stnipgle  to  prevent  and  maintain  those  rights  from  the  very 
le^ast  fcjcroachment  on  the  part  of  his  acknowledged  superiors; 
and  ev?ry  class  in  all  the  social  scale  of  Englishmen,  is  found 
to  be  frequently  appealing  to  the  law  of  the  land  to  redress  an 
'■jury  inflicted  or  maintain  a  right  threatened  or  invaded  by 
the  classes  above  him. 

But  in  this  country,  v.-here  all  are  professedly  of  equal  stand- 
ing, there  is  not  the  same  struggle  to  be  maintained.  To  a 
great  extent  the  mere  surface  of  public  opinion  is  the  law  of 
the  land.  Each  one  i.s  apt  to  be,  to  do  and  to  suffer  what  all 
the  rest  are,  what  they  do,  and  what  they  suffer.  We  like  to 
be  with  the  majority,  and  of  the  majority.  We  are  apt  to  go 
with  the  crowd,  to  follow  routine,  and  supipress  our  own  wi.shes, 
in  deference  to  the  practice  of  others. 

The  result  of  all  this  is  to  induce  the  repression  of  personal 
peculiarities  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  to  promote  a  general 
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deference  to  what  we  suppose  to  be  the  habits  and   conduct  of 
the  majority. 

And  this  condition  of  things  has  existed  for  a  long  time 
among  us,  and  appears  to  be  one  of  the  incidents  of  a  Eepub- 
lican  form  of  government;  sacrificing  or  sup])ressing  the  indi. 
vidual  to  the  majority,  to  a  greater  degree  than  even  that  which 
exists  in  monarchical  or  absolute  governments.  He  who  would 
attain  official  position  in  this  country,  must  endeavor  to  please 
the  crowd;  must  not  be  singular  in  his  habits  or  his  demeanor, 
his  principles  or  his  deportment.  He  must  at  least  appear  to 
conform  to  the  deportment  of  the  rest. 

And  yet,  occasion:J!y,  in  every  walk  of  life,  and  in  each 
stratum  of  society,  we  may  see  a  man  of  natural  independence 
of  character,  who  recognizing  with  pleasure  the  rights,  and 
ready  to  defer  reasonnbly  to  the  wishes,  the  habits  and  even  to 
the  preferences  and  prejudices  of  others,  is  yet  able  without 
■  offeusiveness  to  maintain  his  own  habits,  his  character  and 
,  deportmeut,  but  little  influenced  by  others. 
.  On  all  questions,  even  of  the  profoundest  moral  or  religious 
interest^  although  unable  blindly  to  conform  to  the  views  of 
'  thric  about  him  and  despising  as  hypocritical  all  pretenses. 
Such  a  man  can  quiet!}'  take  his  own  course,  unhampered  by 
pronounced  obligation,  and  making  no  professions  of  fealty  to 
any  of  the  tenets  proclaimed  by  the  various  moral  or  ecclesias- 
tical organi;^-ations,  the  value  and  dignity  of  which  he  respects, 
and  the  members  of  which  he  profoundly  esteems  ;  he  is  yet 
enabled  by  the  personal  peculiarity  of  individual  opinion  and 
natural  strength  of  mind  and  firmness  of  purpose,  against  ever}' 
form  of  temptation,  to  exhibit  an  example  of  personal  upright- 
ness, of  high  and  honorable  aspiration  and  a  life  without 
reproach. 

And  yet  such  a  man  seldom  passes  at  his  true  value  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  There  is  always  in  some  minds 
a  latent  jealousy  slumbering  against  him.     He  does  not  always 
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belong  to  our  sect;  he  does  not  always  sympathize  with  our 
political  party  ;  he  does  not  identify  himself  sufficiently  witii 
others.  lie  is  thouglit  to  be  aristocratic  and  exclusive.  The 
personal  interest  and  advantage  of  nobody  is  furthered  by 
awarding  him  a  reasonable  meed  of  praise,  or  of  approval  while 
he  live..s.  Tliere  is  apt  to  be  a  lurking  distrust  of  him,  because 
he  is  not  to  be  easily  measured  or  managed  by  narrower  mimls. 

But  at  last  death  comes  and  closes  his  career.  A  few  years 
pass,  and  his  acquaintances  and  contemporaries  have  oppor- 
tunity for  reflection.  All  jealousies  and  distrust  have  evapo- 
rated, all  undue  sympathy  in  view  of  his  sufTeriiig  and  decease 
is  passed  away  ;  and  the  whole  of  his  life,  in  all  its  relations, 
is  to  be  examined  in  the  dry  light  of  dispassionate  review. 
.  It  is  then,  and  then  only,  that  the  true  merits  of  a  man  are 
fairly  to  be  considered  ;  his  faults  candidly  weighed,  and  the 
predominance  of  his  virtues  faithfully  i-ecognized.  And  if 
death  alone  confesses  the  insignificance  of  ever}-  man,  it  is  j'ct 
fair  and  just,  if  not  wise  and  profitable  for  us  to  acknowledge 
the  merit,  the  example,  and  the  ability  which  distinguished  his 
life-work;  and  for  those  of  us  who  knew  him  well  enough  to 
Iqvg  iiim,  tliose  who  knew  the  springs  and  motives  of  his 
acti.  i:s,  who  have  seen  his  love  of  justice  and  of  riglit,  who 
hav  .  fell  tlie  value  of  his  integritv.  his  sympatliy,  and  fidelity, 
and  the  pleasure  of  his  association  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  it 
Is  well  to  avow  our  affection  and  regard. 

It  is  now  nearly  seven  years  since  our  friend  and  fellow 
townsman,  Corydon  H.  Merriman,  was  taken  from  us,  at  the 
age  of  about  QS  years.  He  had  occupied  a  prominent  position 
in  the  busine.=3  and  affairs  of  his  city  and  vicinity,  for  about 
40  year.s.  He  w;is  identified  during  all  this  time  with  the  oM 
Bank  of  Auburn  ;  a  financial  institution  v.'hich  has  for  more 
than  half  a  century  enjoved  the  general  confidence  of  intelli- 
gent business  men,  throughout  this  state  and  country  ;  singu- 
larly exempt  from  all  those  unhaiip)'  vicissitudes  and  sometimes 
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disgraceful  misfortunes  which  too  frequently  occur  in  financial  \ 

corporations.  I 

During  the  most  of   this  long  time,  Mr.  M.  was  intimately  | 

associated  with  the  late  James  S.  Se3'mour  in  the  conduct  of  j 

the  bank  ;  and  each  enjoyed  the  hearty  fellowship  and  regard  I 

of  the  other.     Alike  in  business  experience  principles  of  pru-  j 

dential  policy,  in  personal  uprightness,  and  the  respect  of  their  j 

fellowmen  ;  they  were  3-et  singularly  unlike  in  respect  of  per-  t 

sonal  habitudes,  in  their  companionship  and  turn  of  mind.  | 

Foremost  in  the  personality  of   Mr.  M.  was  his  gaietj',  his  1 

cheerfulness,  his  comical  apprehensions  and  fondness  for  harm-  j 

]eaa  jokes.     His  well-spring  of  fun  was  constantly  overilovring.  ] 

How  well  beloved  a  good  thing;  how  hearty  if  not  boisterous —  | 

how  catching  and  ringing  was  his  laugh.     No  matter  wliether  | 

pursuing  tlie  routine  of  his  daily  occupation  in  the  bank,  or  in  I 

casual  conversation,  -whether  amid  anxiety  and  pcrfilexity  or  in  | 

•scenes  of  quiet  intercourse  with  others,  his  love  of   harmless  \ 

fun   was  ever  in  the  ascendant.  1 

He  had  a  keen  perception  of  the  comical  and  ludicrous,  and  1 

never  failed  to  recognize  it  and  point  it  out  for  the  amusement  5 

of  others.     He  took  no  saisfaction  in  discovering  or  in  pub-  ■ 

lishing  the  faults,  the  mis'ortunes  or  the  shame  of  others.     His  5 

cnticisnis  and  jokes  were  not  severe  ;  they  were  always  vnthout  | 

a  sting  and  left  no  scar.  ; 

How  keenly  he   relished    tliat   admirable   and   inimitable  Jeu  ] 

cVesprti   of    Bret   Ilarte's    about    Bill    N\e   and    the    Heathen  : 

Chinee  1*  j 

NoiK.  .^bollt  the  year  IS'JO.  the  N<'w  York  Central  Railirer  Co.  haviiif;  adopted  Albany 
time  for  the  runuiu'.;  at  its  craius.  anvl  publi>Ii<ed  irs  time  tattles  at  every  plHce  berween 
New  York-  and  Buifalo,  the  pnictioe  gradually  obtained  at  all  the  intermediate  places. 
of  cnutorndn.L-  to  tliis  arrauL-enient.  This  made  a  difference  of  eU-ven  nunutes  at 
Auburn,  and  ad  the  time-pieces  were  set  accordingly,  and  maintained  at  Albany  or  Xew 
York  Ceu:r,-d  time. 

But  Mr.  Merriman  ste.idf.tstly  refused  to  recognize  the  change.  Tlie  clock  at  the 
bank  was  ke;.t  at  the  tru-  local  time.  The  bank  was  opened  and  closed  accordingly. 
And  on  Sund.iys.  often  tli>'  church  hells  had  ceased  to  rine.  and  the  services  were 
begincii;^. -Mr.  .Merriujaii.alwajschiiMiintf  to  be  in  time,  would  trip  down  the  aisle,  with 
his  quiet,  eiuy.  swingm>r  step"  and  with  the  air  of  one  entirely  conscious  that  he  was 
rie-ht.  and  not  liable  to  t'le  oliar'.-.^  of  tardiness.  He  \ised  t'j  sar  tiiat  ■there  were  two 
things  at  least,  older  and  more  respectable  than  the  New  York  Central  railway  :  one  of 
thcUi  the  sun,  the  other  the  Bank  «jf  .Auburn."' 
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In  person  Mr.  M.  was  above  the  middle  height,  perhaps 
;ibout  five  feet,  ten  or  eleven  inches,  of  graceful  figure,  lithe  and 
easy  in  bis  port  and  bearing,  and  of  marked  and  peculiar 
presence.     His  countenance  was  tine,  of  regular  and  handsome  J 

features  and  very  e.xpressive  in  conversation.  ] 

His  persona]  peculiarities  lay  partly  in  his  manner  and  partly  1 

in  his  habits  of  life  and  association.     In  matters  of  business  i 

at  the  bank,  often  after  conferrinsc  with  Mr.  Seymour,  he  was  i 

.  .  .  .  I 

prom])l  in  decision,  sometimes   too  abrupt,  if    not  hasty,  but  i 

always  truthful,  always  candid  and  direct,  1 

He  took  pleasure,  and,  as  he  thought,  but  exercised  his  right  ' 

in  choosing  his  own  company,  and  tiiat  choice  was  always  in 
the  direction  of  intelligence,  of  culture,  and  of  character. 

■  In  his  association  v.'ith   ladies  of  his   acquaintance  there  was  ! 

an  almost  indescribable  charm  of  manner.  It  was,  perhaps,  a 
little  too  formally  courteous,  like  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley,  or  Sir 
Charles  Grandison,  but  it  w;is  always  pleasant  and  agreeable, 
evincing  cheerful  politeness  as  well  as  proper  respect  and  defer- 
ence. While  some  thought  it  a  little  too  pronounced,  too 
elaborate  and  mannerish,  in  these  days  of  rude  and  inconsider-  : 

ate  addre.^s,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  neither  in  the  present 
generation  now  on  the  stage  of  active  life,  nor  in  the  promise  i 

of  tlic  next  generation  so  soon  to  take  our  places,  is  there  any  ; 

tendency  to  err  in  respect  of  formality  or  over-politeness  ;  and  ; 

perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  imitate  in  some  degree  even 
the  formal  manner  of  the  old  school  of  such  as  Judge  Conklin,  ' 

Governor  Throop,  Joshua  Spencer,  and  their  compeers,  than  to 
liail  and  jostle  each  other  with  the  rude  and  heedless  "  How 
dye"  and  "  Hello !  old  fellow  !"  which  we  are  so  accustomed  to 
hear  from  our  respected  friends. 

Of  the  business  skill  and  ability  of  Mr.  Merriinan  during 
the  whole  of  his  career,  his  contemporaries  were  v.'cll  assuied. 
As  a  skillful  banker  and  financier,  enjoying  the  counsels  and 
influence  of  his  more  aged  associate,  his  prudence  and  decision, 
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Lis  promptness  and  accuracy  of  detail  were  always  acknowl- 
edged ;  while  the  remembrance  of  his  hearty  sympathy  and 
well  sustained  efforts  to  assist,  to  cheer  and  encourage  the  per- 
plexed and  struggling  business-man  in  the  darker  days  of  dis- 

coui-agement  which  so  frequently  occur  in  life,  is  cherished  and  | 

gracefully  recalled  by  some  who  are  still  in  active  business ;  jj 

as  well  as  they  were  by  many  who  formerly  lived  among  us,  8 

but  have  long  since  passed  away.  | 

Being  of  a  highly  nervous  organization,  and  gifted  wit.i  a  | 

remarkably  quick    apprehension  and  with  strong   decision  of  | 

character,  he  seemed  at  times  to  be  impatient  and  hasty  ;  reluc-  I 

tant  if  not  refusing  to  listen  in  business  hours  to  all  the  details  « 

and  particulars  of  tedious  spoken  applicants  for  bank  acconi-  J ' 

modation  or  loans.  j 

He  was  at  times  impatient  with  the  ignoiant,  the  stupid  and  ^f 

the  stolid  ;  and  such  sometimes  called  him  aristoci-atic.     They  ] 

thought  so,  not  preceiving  or  being  able  to  estimate  the  true  - 

qualities  of  his  mind.     PIo  was  a  gentleman  of  understanding  J 

and  culture,  and  found  no  companionship  among  the  stupid  or  n 

persistently  ignr.. lit  and  self  conceited.  ! 

The  n.anager  of  a  bank,  occupies  a  peculiar  position  towards  '. 

the  business  co.nmunity.     Let  him  be  never  so  kind,  .so  char-  S 

itable,  so  sympathizing,  these  generous  virtues  must  always  be  > 

sternly  subordinated  to  his  higher  obligation  of  dry,  cold  and  1 

sometimes  severe  justice.     He  is  not  at  liberty  to  yield  to  the  ' 

.suggestions  of  sympathy.     lie  n)ust  be  just     A  bank  is  not  a  i 

charitable  institution.     It  is  not  organized  and  capitalled   to  i 

relieve  the  impecunious  or  distressed.     It  is  instituted,  prima-  , 

rily  to  loan  the  money  of  the  stockholder.s,  at  short  times,  with  |  - 

good  security  for  prompt  pay nvjut,  to  those  who  are. able  to  ; 

borrow  with  these  conditions.  1 

Secondarily  and  incidentally,  it  is  instituted   as  a  place  for  ] 

the  safe  deposit  of  surplus  funds  of   its  neighbors;  with  the  I 

obligation  and  duty  of  promptly  repaying  such  deposits  upon  1 

the  presentation  of  the  depositor's  check.  J 
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This  is  its  business.  It  is  not  a  cbaritable  or  eleemosynary 
business.  Strict  and  exact  justice,  and  justice  only,  is  its  proper 
virtue  and  function.  To  depart  from  tiiis  rule,  to  exact  more 
than  just  interest  from  the  borrower  to  favor  the  stockholders; 
or  to  exact  less  than  good  security  from  the  borrower,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  motive  in  either  case,  is  injustice.  It  follows  that 
the  banker  must  not  only  be  just  before  he  is  generou.s,  but 
his  whole  duty  is  to  be  simply  just,  without  being  generous 
cither  to  his  stockholders  or  to  his  lx)rrower.s. 

A  banking  corjioration  is  not  entitled  to  have  anj'  ^oul ;  the 
cashier  must  either  make  the  desired  loan  with  simplicity  and 
without  pretending  to  do  any  favor;  or  he  must  decline  with- 
out unkiiidness  or  the  appearance  of  implied  reproof.  He  is 
not  dealing  with  his  own  fund.s.  He  occupies  a  position  involv- 
ing all  the  obligations  of  the  highest  trust.  His  duties  are 
sternly  fiduciary.  Before  him  stands  his  customer  soliciting  a 
loan.  Behind  him  ai'e  his  stockholders,  his  ovsiuis  que  trust, 
whose  money  is  in  his  charge.  If  the  applicant  is  unable  to 
proffer  the  required  security,  if  he  is  urging  his  inabdity,  show- 
ing his  necessities  and  his  expectations  ;  then,  however  confi- 
dent and  reasonable  his  expectations  appear  to  be,  however 
urgent  hi.^  need,  and  however  unfortunate  for  him  that  his 
usual  er.Jorsers  are  out  of  town,  the  duty  of  the  banker  is 
plain.  He  must  decline  to  make  the  loan.  He  is  not  responsi- 
ble for  the  consequences;  and  sympathy,  kindness  and  gener. 
osity  toward  the  borrower,  fall  nothing  short  of  injustice  and 
unfaithfulness  towards  his  principals  ;  and  sometimes  result  in 
downright  defalcation  and  peculation,  perhaps  in  the  ruin  of 
the  bank. 

Ail  this  was  well  and  thoroughly  understood  by  Mr.  M. 
His  ideal  of  what  constituted  a  just  regard  for  "  Pevenue  with 
incidental  protection  "  was  equally  clear.  With  liim,  although 
at  one  time  of  his  life  he  appeared  abrupt  and  indifferent,  if 
not  harsh  and   petulant,  he  was  always   ready  to  stand  by  his 
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friends  ;  the  struggle  was  to  maintain  his  obligation  and  do  his 
duty,  resisting  as  well  as  he  could  the  importunate  entreaty  of 
the  needy,  as  well  as  the  hopeful  suggestions  and  promises  of 
the  sanguine,  in  their  application  for  money  at  the  bank. 

And  if  at  times  his  good  will  and  kindly  sj'mpathy  did  get  the 
better  of  his  judgment,  if  he  was  generous  to  a  fault,  if  at 
times  his  gallant  nature,  eager  to  stand  by  and  to  maintain  a 
friend,  (perhaps  a  good  man  struggling  with  adversity),  did  over- 
jXJwer  or  obscure  or  deceive  his  own  just  apprehension,  it  must 
be  allowed  that  such  errors  always  leaned  to  the  side  of  virtue. 

As  one  of  the  distinguishing  marks  of  Mr.  Merri.aan  it  is 
well  known  that  he  was  at  all  times  the  very  soul  of  honor, 
without  fear,  without  deceit,  and  v.-ithont  a  stain.  No  important 
secret,  affecting  the  happiness,  or  likely  toinfluence  the  business 
interests  or  the  domestic  welfare  of  his  neighbors  coming  to  hi.s 
knowledge,  v/as  ever  whispered  into  the  ear  of  others.  He 
.knew  the  world  well ;  and  he  knew  the  just  degree  of  discount 
and  .illowance  to  be  made  as  to  all  words  of  scandal  or  .stories  I 

of  misconduct  which  reached  his  unwelcoming  ears.     He  saw  ; 

that  what  passed  for  charity,  was  often   in  fact  but.  a  scant  | 

measure  of  justice  in  judging  of  the  motives  of  others.  j 

Ar  i  in  addition  to  this  he  was  singularly  candid  and  direct  j 

No  one  who  knew  him  vrould  ever  infer  that  he  was  or  vrould  ] 

be  in  any  circumstances,  capable  of  duplicity  or  disingenuous-  ; 

ness.     Plis  purposes  were  upright,  and  his  means  were   pure.  > 

lie  v.'as  guided  by  an  unvarying  sense  of  obligation  to  moral  i 

right,  which    would  tolerate   the  employment,  only  of    those  » 

means    which  were   free  from    guilf^,  by  a   fairness  of    intent  \ 

which  could  not  endure  disguise,  and  by   a  purity  of  virtue  ! 

which  was  never  suspected.     During  the  many  years  of  his  life  ; 

among  us,  he  habitually  attended   the  regular  services  of  tlie  ; 

First  Presbyterian  church  of   this  city,  and  was  rarely,  very  i 

rarely  ab.sent  from  his  accustomed  seat.      lie  was  for  many  :i 

years  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  society,  and  a  regular  and  liberal  j 
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conlnbutor  tc  the  support  of  the  services  of  the  church.  He 
was  iilso  a  careful,  but  not  critical  listener  to  the  scnnon,  and 
was  often  times  deeply  afTected  by  the  exhibition  of  Divine 
truth.  Probably  no  one  of  the  audience  held  more  correct  and 
intelligent  views' respecting  our  Maker's  sovereignty,  the  breadth 
and  completeness  of  the  lave  of  God,  and  the  need  to  every  one, 
of  the  pardon  of  sin,  and  the  cleansing  from  its  stain,  and  deliv- 
erance from  its  power  over  the  human  heart 

Yet  he  never  made  any  public  profession  of  that  religion 
whicli  so  evidently  formed  his  character  and  controlled  his  life. 
Perhaps  he  thought  that  there  were  so  many  who  professed 
without  practising,  it  might  be  well  enough  for  him  to  practice 
without  professing-  Ilis  associxtions  and  companionship  were 
always  preferentially  willi  those  who  believed  in  revealed 
rcligiDn,  and  were  like  him  entirely  conversant  with  the  word 
of  God.  And  no  syllable  of  detraction,  of  infidelity,  or  of  dis- 
trust of  the  gospel  of  Chri.st,  was  ever  heard  from  his  lips. 

And  here  I  need  not  apologize  for  Cjuoting  some  remarks 
made  by  Eev.  Dr.  Ilawley  in  a  funeral  sermon  shortly  after  his 
death  : 

"But  more  than  all,  there  ran  through  his  entire  character 
a  cons'stency  v,-hich  spirang  out  of  his  strong  conscientiousnesa 
In  his  c  ;cupation,  it  took  the  rugged  form  of  downright  honesty ; 
in  soci'-l  intercourse,  it  was  llie  true  friendship  of  which  I  have 
spoken  ;  in  religion,  it  was  the  fear  of  seeming  to  be  what  he 
dared  not  to  hope  for  himself.  lie  nc\or  made  a  public  pro- 
fession of  his  faith  in  Ci.immuniou  with  the  church,  though  I 
do  not  see  how  one  at  all  intimate  with  his  life,  and  especially 
with  his  inner  experiences,  could  doubt  that  he  was  a  Christian. 
I  speak  the  more  freely  at  this  point,  because  of  frequent  inter- 
views with  him,  through  these  years  on  this  subject;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  his  failure  to  make  such  open  profession  did 
not  come  from  indifference  to  Christian  obligation,  or  any  lack 
of  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  such  a  step,  least  of  all 
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I 

frjm  an  unwillingness  to  acknowledge  Christ  as  his  personal 
&vior ;  bat  from  that  high  ideal  which  he  cherished  of  what 
belongs  to  a  Christian  life,  and  which  seemed  to  him  so  far 
above  his  real  attainment.  Here  was  his  mistake,  in  supposing 
that  union  with  the  church  was  an  assumption  that  one  had 
reached  the  standard.  It  was,  nevertheless,  his  conscientious- 
ness, morbid  perhaps  at  times,  and  dealing  unfairly  with  him- 
self, that  would  not  allow  him  to  take  never  so  humble  a  place 
in  the  visible  church  of  Christ,  unless  he  was  assured  that  his 
life  answered  in  every  particular  to  its  requirements." 

And  in  addition  to  bis  love  of  justice  for  its  own  sake,  he 
habitually  exercised  considerateness,  the  rarest  of  all  virtues. 
He  thought  well  )f  his  fellowmen,  and  was  distrustful  of 
detractive  speech.  De  could  put  himself  in  their  place,  in 
weighing  the  conduct  of  others,  and  refused  to  predicate  the 
character  of  any  person  from  any  one  hasty  action  or  any 
inconsiderate  words.  These  are  noble  traits  of  ehanictcr,  and 
they  were  his. 

At  the  same  time  he  v.-as  sympathetic  in  his  nature.  He 
always  listened  with  attention  and  interest  to  the  tales  of  trouble 
and  sorrow  or  of  others,  a;id  was  at  once  ready  to  do  what  lay 
in  his  power  to  mitigate  and  relieve.  His  was  a  man!}',  a  kind 
and  ge'"3rous  natura  No  syrapton  of  meanness,  of  intrigue  or 
deception  was  ever  seen  in  him.  He  was  also  a  proud  man, 
perhaps  too  proud  ;  but  it  was  an  honorable  pride  that  distin- 
guished him,  the  pride  of  honorable  purpose,  of  well-founded 
self-respcet  He  had  a  natural  regard  for  right  and  justice,  for 
truth  and  integrity  of  purpose,  of  thought  and  of  action,  and 
he  knew  it. 

On  his  early  life,  the  details  within  our  knowledge  are  meagre. 
He  seldom  sjioke  of  his  childhood  or  his  youth. 

He  v,-as  born  July  10,  180S,  the  eldest  son  of  Hon.  Charles 
J.  Merriman,  a  somewhat  distinguished  citizen,  at  South  Onon- 
daga Hollow,  some  ten  miles  southward  from  Syracuse  ;  but 
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\\  1815,  Judge  Merritnan  moved  witli  his  famil}'  to  the  village 
of  Elbridge,  and  there  remained. 

About  the  year  1822,  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  Merri- 
mati  (or  as  he  was  called,  "Corry")  left  home  to  live  with  his 

uncle,  T.  H.  Furniss,  a  merchant  at  New  Hartford,  near  Utica,  I  ^ 

and  was  employed  as  the  boy  in  a  country  store,  until  Mr.  j 

Furniss  removed  to  New  York  city,  taking  Corry  with  him  ;  1 

and  commenced  the  business  of  wholesale  dry  goods, or  a  "job-  ^ 

ber"  as  then  called — in  Pearl  street,  which  was  then,  and  for  j 

some  twenty  years  afterwards,  the  focus  and  centre  of  that  class  i 

of   business.      With    him    Corry    remained,   being    promoted  ] 

through  tlie  different  grades  of  clerkship,  to  be  the  book-keeper  1. 

and  confidei  tial  head  clerk  for  the  last  three  yeai-s,  from  the  j 

age   of   twenty-one  to  twenty-four;  when    his    uncle   Furniss  i 

retired  from  that  business,  and  Corry  came  back  to  Elbridge,  J 

and" commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Mather  atid  i 

Farnham,  well  known  practitioners  of  that  day,  at  the  village  : 

of  Elbridge.  < 

Up  to  this  time,  it  may  be  well  inferred,  that  Mr.  Merriman's  ] 

opportunities  for  W'Cll  ordered  and    systematic  education  were  • 

of  the  most  inferior  description.     Probably  attending  the  coun-  J 

try-school  duiing  the  winters,  from  the  age  of  seven  to  fourteen  j 

years,  th^n  in    a  country  store,  then   in  New  York  city  amid  I 

the  bubble  and  worry  of  business  in   the  great  metropolis  ;  he  1 

must  at  least,  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  instructive  books,  • 

and  a  constant  student  of   huiaan    nature.     But   it  must    be  i 

remembered  that  his  natural  abilities  were  of    a  high  order,  j 

quick  iu  apprehension,  with  a  retentive  memory,  a  predisposi-  i 

tion  to  acquire  knowledge,  and  a  good  judgement  to  use  his  i 

knowledge   with  tact  and  discrimination  ;  he  seems,  in  order  i 

lobe  what  v.e  know  him  to  be,  a  man  of  literary  acquisition  and  i 

literary  taste— to  have  in  a  great  measure  overcome  the  diffi-  j 

culty  arising  from  the  lack  of  early  advantages.  j 

Mr.  Merriman  was  never  admitted  to  practice  the  profession  '■ 
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\  of  law  as  an  attorney  or    counsellor;  but   usually  paid  great 

attention  to  that  branch  of  the  study  relating  to  finance,  securi- 
ties, banking  and  commercial  paper;  and  as  to  these  subjects, 
in  respect  to  their  legal  relations,  he  was  generally  well  informed. 

In  the  year  1834,  at  the  request  of  Daniel  Kellogg,  of 
Skaneatelcs,  who  was  president  of  the  bank  of  Auburn,  Mr. 
Merriman  came  to  the  bank  at  first  as  book-keeper;  and  from 
that  time  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  for  more  than 
forty  years,  he  was  identified  with  the  bank,  associated  with 
the  venerable  and  estimable  James  S.  Seymour. 

Mr.  Merriman  was  married  about  the  year  1838,  to  Miss  Mary 
Adams,  the  first  object  of  his  youthful  attachment,  and  of  his 
ardent  and  enduring  affection.  And  his  bereavement  by  her 
decease,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1819,  was  to  him  the 
most  uncontrollable  sorrow  of  his  lite. 
.   "  His  second  marriage,  about  the    year  1851,  to  Miss  Mary 

Sheatber  of  this  city,  at  that  time  apparently  the  picture  of 
health  and  vigor,  was  soon  to  bring  him  again  under  the  cloud 
of  apprehension  and  grief ;  as  he  saw  her  speedily  falling  into 
the  hopeless  decline  of  consumption,  not  to  be  withstood,  and 
hardiy  to  be  mitigated  by  any  human  agency. 
.  These  were  the  days  of  prolonged  and  harrowing  grief  accom- 

panied by  the  disheartening  alternations  of  hope  and  despair, 
in  respect  to  her  fading  health,  and  this  at  a  time  when  his  offi- 
cial duties  at  the  bank,  called  for  his  undivided  attention  and 
care.  The  anxieties  and  sorrows  of  these  days,  the  death  and 
burial  of  his  second  wife,  working  upon  the  delicate  and  high- 
strung  nervous  organi/.atlon  of  Mr.  Merriman,  threatened  at 
one  time  to  drive  his  reason  from  its  seat.  Melancholy,  sad, 
uneas}'  and  ahnost  heart  broken,  he  still  continued  and  insisted 
upon  the  full  performance  of  his  duties  at  the  bank,  while  at 
the  same  time,  his  personal  financial  affairs  were  in  a  condition 
to  threaten  disaster  and  the  loss  of  all  the  little  property  he 
had  acquired. 
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li.vtliis  stiite  of  tilings  the  solicitude  of  his  friends  was  aroused, 
Kiid  nut,  too  srion.  'Jlie  kind  hand  of  his  venerable  assoeiatu 
which  for  so  inanv  rears  in  this  city,  had  assisted  the  strug- 
gling and  needy,  caiue  to  his  relief,  and  was  interposed  to  shield 
his  jiroperty  fr jrn  ruin,  as  well  as  to  steady  his  trembling  and 
.--hatlered  nei'ves.  A  plan  of  important  business  in  behalf  of 
the  bank  in  the  western  states,  demanding  his  personal  atten- 
tion was  kindly  devised,  (without  which  he  would  never  have 
i)ecn  induced  to  leave  his  post,)  and  attended  by  an  eminent 
and  comjianionable  physician  of  this  city,  the  journey  was 
undertaken.  The  kind  doctor  was  in  no  hurry,  and  took  occa- 
sion to  demand  delay  and  rest,  here  and  there,  at  different 
stations  in  the  progress  of  the  travel  as  if  for  his  comfort ;  to 
the  claimo  of  which  Mr.  Merriman  would  more  readily  yield, 
tijan  to  suggestions  of  his  own  advantage  or  relief.  At  the 
same  time,  and  throughout  the  whole  journey,  his  attention 
being  carefully  withdrawn  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  wdiich 
beset  him  at  home,  he  improved  rapidly  and  steadily  ;  and  after  j 

attending  satisfactorily  to  the  "  important  business  "  which  had  j 

been  [  ot  up  for  him  in  the  western  states,  the  value  and  impor-  J 

tance  ( i"'  whieij  seemed  all  the  while  to  him  to  have  been  greatly  i 

over-r^ated,  he  returned  home  after  a  few  weeks'  absence,  much  '  ■ 

restored  and  invigorated  by  the  changes  of  his  journey.  | 

Abouu  the  year  1860,  Mr.  Merriman  was  again  married   to  -j 

the  well    known  lady  who  still   survives  him  ;  who  with  the  i 

little  boy  llerbi-rt,  the  onlv  surving  child  of  his  second  wife,  \ 

.  .  . 

nov,-  constituted  his  little  family,  and  invested  him  wdth   the  i 

Cjuiet  delights  of  horne.  And  from  that  time  forward,  altliougii 
the  afl'airs  of  the  bank  with  wliich  his  whole  soul  was  identiliedi 
during  the  dark  periods  of  the  war,  and  of  the  jieriods  of 
depression  and  doubt  in  the  business  circles  which  attended 
and  followed  the  four  years  of  v/ar,  largel}'  engrossed  his  atten- 
tion, he  appeared  to  have  thrown  aside  the  griefs  and  sorrow 
which  had  formerly  darkened  his  life  and  to  have  become 
invested  with  renewed  faculties,  and  to  breathe  a  happier  air. 
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llis  social  qualities  so  long  obscured  and  depre.-^sed  by  liis 
business  and  his  griefs,  broke  furlh  in  unusual  di.-^plav.  liis 
genial  address,  his  hearty  laugh,  his  cordial  recognition  and 
cheerful  mirthfulncss,  made  him  the  welcome  centre  of  the  circle- 
of  his  friends. 

In  particular,  it  was  in  the  A>Ah>rra  Rcwiing  Circle,  with  its 
■  weekly  meetings  at  the  houses  of  the  members,  that  his  pcculiai- 
faculty  of  conferring  pleasure  upon  others  shone  with  fullest 
lustre.  He  was  the  life  and  centre  of  the  circle.  lie  usuallv 
appointed  the  readers  to  their  sevci-al  ].arts  in  the  plavs  which 
were  read  (mostly  of  Shakespeare,)  reserving  to  hinisdf  some 
minor  or  more  luunblc  part.  Upon  these  oceasion.s,  his  srentlo 
courtesy,  hearty  politenes.s,  his  delicacy  in  suggestion,  and  when 
deserved,  his  cordial  approving  cheer,  were  inspiriting  and 
contagious. 

His  own  ], references  in  reading 'scehied  generally  to  be  for 
the  tragic,   the  j)hilo.sophic,    the  gloomy;    and    he   took   more  j 

interest  in  the  parts  of  Mark  Antony,  of  Macbeth,  Othello  au'l  i 

Richard  3d,  and  in  Poe's  '  Eaven— Nevermore '—than  in   the  1 

lighter  and  more  amusing  plays.     lie  always  seemed  to  think  | 

that  his  forte  lay  in  tragic  rendering,  while  everybody  else  saw  '- 

that  his  natural  gifts  were  in  comedy.  "  I 

"Who,  that  has  ever  seen  him  in  Paul  Pry,  in  Malvolio,  or  ) 

more  especially  in  Sir.  Peter  Teazle,  can  ever  forget  the  unaiTeci-  | 

cdly  ludicrous  consternation,   whieli   brought  down   ilie  house  ? 

in  the  most  ungovernable  lau;jliter.     The  Kcadiiig  Circle  was  : 

his   delight     Founded  about   the  year  1861,  it  still  survives,  ' 

affording  plc;.sure  and   profiiablo   intercourse,    but  one   of  its  \ 

choicest  spirits  has  fled. 

Ji  v,-as  during  these  years  of  cheerful  assuciati.ni,  and  whiie  '. 

unusually  frcsd  from  harrowing  cares,  that  he  was  again  called  | 

to  mourn.     Ills  little  Herbert,  the  joy  of  his  hou.^e,  went  fortii  j 

one  bright  summer  day   to  phiy  with  his  companion,  and  was  ] 

suddenly  brought  home  a  corpse.     He  was  drowned  while  bath-  i 

1 
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ing  in  a  neighboring  jiond  :  and  again  the  well-spring  of  sorrow 
overflowed.  It  was  another  sad  blow  to  the  oft  stricken  purcnts ; 
and  the  memory  of  the  boy,  his  bright  face,  liis  cheery  laugh 
and  all'ectioiiate  words,  lingered  long  in  the  recollection  of  all 
about,  him. 

"  They  rocked  him  in  the  cradle," 
"  And  laid  him  in  tlie  tomb, 

lie  was  tl'.e  youngest 

What  fireside  circle  hath  not  fell  the  charm 

Of  that  sweet  tie  ?     The  youngest  ne"er  grov.-  old  ; 

The  fond  endearments  of  our  earlier  days 

\Vc  keep  niive  in  tlicm,  and  when  they  die, 

Our  youthful  joys  we  bury  with  them." 

Mr.  }iL  left  three  sons,  the  children  of  hi.s  first  wife  ;  two  of 
wlion.  wlic  in  the  Army  of  the  U.  S.  The  eldest,  Adams  M. 
is  ill  the  ofliee  of  the  A.  Y.  Sun,  and  one,  the  youngest  is  set- 
tled a.s  Judge  of  some  local  Court,  on  t!ic  Western  frontier. 
The  second  son,  who,  bears  his  father's  name,  was  for  some 
years  preceding  his  dci'.th,  the  trusted  clerk  of  the  Inte  Clii'isto- 
].)her  E.  lu^bert,  an  eminent  and  beiie\  olent  merchant  of  New 
York. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Seymour,  in  1875,  Mr.  Meri-i- 
ii'an  wa.-.  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Auburn,  and  during  that  year  (ISTG),  until  his  health  failed 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  olUcc  with  his  usual  conscien- 
tious care  and  precision. 

It  is  now  a  little  moic  than  seven  years,  that  the  health  and 
constilur.ion  of  ilr.  M.  began  seriously  to  give  way.  Among 
other  peculiar  notions,  lie  habitually  thought  the  practice  of 
vacations  among  business  men,  was  a  matter  of  foolish  ad'ection, 
or  silly  fashion.  lie  himself  disdained  all.  such  uced.s.  lie 
thought  that  a  steady  attention  to  business,  without  any  Mica- 
tion,  was  quite  consistent  with  health.  And  pcrhajis  he  saeri- 
liced  too  much  to  this  idea.  Up  to  about  the  year  1S70  he 
had  for  }ears  been  accustomed  to  the  invigorating  exercise  of 
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ho!;;ci)ack  riding;  wlieu  tiuJJeii!}',  his  horse  becoming  lame,  lie 
diseontiiiucd  the  practice,  probiibly  to  his  disadvantage.  Xever- 
thele.=;s  his  hcaltli  was  apparently  continued,  while  from  IsTO 
to  the  summer  of  1876  he  confined  himself  more  elo.-^cly  than 
ever  to  his  business  at  the  bank,  during  these  years  of  the 
declining  strength  of  his  aged  friend  and  associate,  ]\[r.  Sev- 
mour;  until  it  was  observed  that  he  began  to  be  pestered  and 
perplexed  with  imaginary  evils.  The  interests  of  the  bank 
seemed  to  him  to  be  in  peril,  lie  im.ngined  danger  and  trouble 
p.s  well  to  himself,  as  to  those  v;ho  v.'cre  to  come  after  him, 
arisiug  out  of  his  I'esponsibilities  as  Trustee  and  otherwise ; 
although  his  friends  and  most  trusted  counsellors  could  see  no 
grounds  of  reasonable  apprehension.  But  nothing  could  ap- 
pease his  direful  imaginings.  Arising  in  his  rnind  without  any  j 
reason,  no  reasoning  could  dispel  iheni.  | 

At  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he  left  the  bank  for  a  change  | 

of  air,  to  visit  his  relatives  in  Syracuse  and  vieinily.     But  his  i 

restless  anxieties  brought  him  quickly  back ,  and  it  was  now  j 

plain  that  his  nervous  system  M'as   shattered,  his  self-control  j 

much  impaired,  and  his  mind  broken.     His  work  was  done.  ! 

lie  was  induced   to   retreat   to    the   Canand:;igna    As\'luni,  '; 

where  he  received  tl:e  most  assiduous  attention  and  care  ihrougli-  ; 

out  the  winter  of  187G-7,  his  friends  calling  upon  him  ocea-  \ 

sioually,  and  receiving  his  heartiest  greeting.     To  the  last  his  \ 

courteous  demeanor,  and  polite  deference  made  e\erynne  abi'Ut  > 

him,  his  friend.      But  his  nudady  was  beyeind   the  healing  art.  ' 

There  was  no  cfheieiit  '•  ministering  now  to  the  mind  di^ease>l,"  • 

or  to  the  physical  constitution  exhae.ntcd,  and   he  gradualle, 
but  steadily  declined  until  ho  pa<.-ed  away,  in  .Vpril  1877. 

Nearly  seven  years  have  llown  since  his  exit,  ai=d  t!ie  con- 
stant changes  of    life,  have  brouglit  forward  other  faces   ami  ' 
other  forms,  habits  and  assoeiatious,  tu  occupy  if  not  to  illl  tlie  ; 
place.:  that  knew  him.     We  no  more  sec  his  quick  and  gcaee-              j 
ful  step  upon  the  street ;  his  cordial  smile  :  we  miss  his  heart}-             j 
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salutation.  Other  men  nnd  other  affairs  occupy  our  attention, 
and  it  is  doubtless  well  that  thus  our  relations  with  men  and 
things  arc  constituted.  For  if  otherwise,  we  should  be  always 
mourning,  always  sighing  for  the  fi'iends  who  have  gone. 

It  is  with  hearts  full  of  emotion,  and  a  strange  intermingling 
of  pleasure  and  of  pain,  that  we  recall  the  days  which  are  past, 
and  the  nights  into  wliieh  they  have  faded,  and  will  never  again 
return  in  this  world. 

Again,  in  memory,  we  ret.'cive  the  pleasant  greeting  of  our 
friend ;  again,  we  smile  at  the  harmless  jest ;  or  hear  the  cheer- 
ing voice,  fore\-er  silenced.  But  v.-e  will  not  sit  silent  and  di  earn- 
ing, as  if  without  hope,  and  witliont  God  in  the  world,  as  tliose 
who  w.')i  Id  sa}'  Good  Xiglit — forever  to  their  loved  ones  gone. 
We  will  a->vait  the  cheerful  dawning  of  a  swiftly  coming  day, 
when  will]  joy  unsiiealra'oio  we  shidl  no  more  say  Good  Xii/IU; 

,  "  But  in  some  brighter  clime, 

Hid  him  Cw<//]/«ra,v/^-.'' 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  summit  of  Fori  llill  Cemetery, 
where  tlic  bones  of  those  he  loved  ."-'o  well  are  mouldering  in 
dust,  surrounded  by  so  many  of  his  a.-sociates  in  the  past,  we 
buried  the  remains  of  our  eom[>a;iion  and  friend. 
^  There  stands  his  monument,  of  jilain  granite,  solid  and 
enduring,  without  ornament,  and  v.dtliout  the  usu,al  epiianli  of 
eulogistic  words.  The  rising  sun  of  sjiring,  .as  it  gilds  its 
top,  and  illumines  the  singh-  word  of  eloquent  inserijition — 
"  MEuni.MAX." — will  in  all  that  City  of  the  Dead,  shine  on  no 
nobler  grav^"'  than  his. 

And  ^^■hiIe  manline-s  is  ri'.=jjee!,e:l,  and  Imniaii  virtue,  s\ni- 
]ialiiv,  truth  and  integrity  are  iield  in  hi:>noi-  among  men,  the 
ehai-aeti'r  of  Corvdou  11    Merrimim  will  l)e  beloved. 

■■  lie  w.-.sa  .'.i.in  : 
T.<kc  him  for  M  in  all. 
We  ne'er  sh:.'.l  look  upon  his  like  ag'iin." 


''J'lio  lii'-iMnlsou  ji.ipLi'  ^^lhMlld  lieicin  on  jnige  22S  with 
the  woifls  ••  Jo.-\i'ii  Lane  and  Jolui,"  ami  the  [-art  iu'ecedinp' 
<li(n;I'l  l.'ll-  •  ih-  ~l..et.-ii  of  .lo..q,li  L.  l!ic!iard.-oMi,  whidi  i> 
(■oni,-'7i'h''l  oil  ]'.il:c  2.";'^. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES 

OF 

JOSEPH   L.  AND  jOHX   RICHARDSON. 


John  Riclinrdson,  the  brother  of  Joseph,  horn  at  the  famil}' 
homestead  in  ^ilaryhtnd  in  17S0,  was  younger  bv  four  yorirs. 
At  an  early  age  lie  went  to  Baltimore  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  a  cabinet  maker,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
mak'ng  of  fnrnitui-e  in  that  city  until  he  reached  his  in:  jirity. 
"Wh.le  there  lie  became  a  mason,  and  boarded  and  roomed 
with  Lewis  Cass,  afterward  General  in  the  v,-;.'-  of  ISlL',  United 
Slates  Secretary  of  State,  and  Governor  of  }ilichigan.  About 
About  the  year  ISOO  he  settled  at  Marietta,  the  oldest  village 
in  Ohio,  for  the  rnanufactui-e  of  furniture  employing  seven 
journeyman  cabinet  malce'-s.  Plere  he  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  famous  IJonry  Ijlannerhassctt,  a  rich  Fr.'uch- 
man,  living  upon  the  beautiful  island  in  the  Oiiio  river  tliat 
bore  his  name,  and  which  he  had  purchased  from  George 
Wasliington.  Richardson  manufactured  the  furniture  for  the 
new  iTsansion  of  Blannerhassett,  which  was  at  that  time  conspic- 
uous for  its  magnificence,  in  the  meantime  becoming  an  attached 
friend'  of  the  unfortunate  Frenclnnan  and  of  his  beautiful  and 
acco;7iplished  v.'ife.  It  was  on  this  island,  it  will  be  remembered, 
that  Aaron  Burr  imparted  to  Blannerhassett  his  treasonable 
designs  against  the  government,  and  here  he  sjient  many  weeks 
in  the  developnicnt  of  his  plans,  the  design  being  to  make  the 
house  of  his  friend  the  headquarters  of  the  mysterious  exjvdi- 
tioii.  Ricliard.<on  was  intrusted  v.ith  th.' serret  of  the  ]iiMJe.jt 
and  was  olTercd  by  Burr  a  captaincy  in  tlie  little  company  of' 
men    ;bat    were  congrefatine  on  the   island    as   a   rendezvous 
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Vvliciicc  to  set  out  on  their  voyage  in  flat  boats  down  tlic  Ohio  | 

and  ilississippi,  to  found  a  new  republic.     Suspecting  Buri''s  i 

treasonable  design,  Ricliardson  refused  to  johi   tlie  movement,  « 

thereby  alienating   the   friendship   and  jiatronage   of  Blanncr-  | 

hassett  with  whom  he  never  afterward  conversed,  the  latter  being  ''i 

too  -'jealous  in  the  Burr  conspiracy  to  brook  a  refusal  of  an  oflVr  | 

from  one  to  whom  he  had  entrusted  the  valued  secret.     The  I 

subsequent  ruin  of  Blannerhassett,  the  destruction  of  his  house  ! 

by  the  firing  of  the  American  troops,  and  Ilenry  Clay".s  bill  to  I 

reimbur.~e  Mrs.  Blannei'hassett  are  familiar  fact.sin  historv.  | 

After  a  residence  in  ^Marietta  of  three  or  four  years,  in  wliieh  I 

he  accumulated  a  large  stock  of  furniture,  being  discontented  | 

\.ith  the  prospect  for  a  profitable  business  in  that  country,  lie  | 

3uiit  an  ark,  then   the   only  kind    of    craft    suitablf    Un-  the  | 

transportation  of  merchandize  on  the  Ohio,  and  loading  it  with  | 

fui'nitnre,  embarked  npon  it  as  his  own  navigator,  in  a  descent  | 

of  the  rivers  to  New  Orleans.     Having  tiiere  found  a  uirirket  for  1 

his   furniture  and  his  ark,  h.e  sailed   by  sea  from  that  port  to  t 

tlie  citv  of  Philadelphia,  'n  search  of  a  new  location.     While  i 

living  teniporaiily  in  New  Oi'leans  he  beeainc  a  \'ietim  tn  yelh.w  ^ 

fevei',  being  gnx-eti  up   by   his  jihysician   at  the  door  of  death.  | 

By  the  strength  of  his  will   he  resi-ted  the  deathly  shades  fall-  { 

ing  about  ii,  and  ahnost  at  once  left  his  ap:irUnent  with  his  fate  I 

beliind  him.     Ileai'ing    tiiat  his  l.irother  had  .•-:cttled   in  Cavuga  | 

couniv  with    fair  p)rospcets   for  success,  he   determined    to  so  •' 

shape  iiis  Course  that  he  might  join  him.      Having  pareliased  a  \ 

quantitv  of  sn.lt,  ami  transpoi'ted  it  to  Canad:i,  whei'e  he  sold  it  '{ 

jirofitabiV,  he  came  hither  to  visit  his  lu'otlier.     After  a  briel  ; 

residence  in  the  town  of  Seipio   he  came  to  Auluirn  in    l.SU'J, 
and  eni.'air'.-d   in  his  former  busiricss,  the  in;inuf.aeturu  of  fui-ni-  • 

ture.      Lie   jmreliased   the   lot  on   the  east  sido  of  South  street,  ] 

described  in  the  language  of  our  time  as  i caching  from  Grovei-  J 

street  to  the  residence  of  Dr.  .1.  P.  Creveling.      In  ISIO  he  built   .  ; 

h's  cabir.el  slio])  where  now  stands  the  douiih' bricl;  house,  his  ' 
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only  machinery  at  that  time  being  a  turning  lathe,  run  by  a 
foot  tieadle.  Being  a  skillful  maker  of  furniture,  he  hud  tjo 
iliflieu'ty  in  ?atipfying  the  demand  for  it  from  the  citizens  of 
tiic  surrounding  country  for  many  miles,  the  superiority  of  his 
pi-oduct  insui'ing  him  a  large  and  jirofitable  business.  It  is  no 
uneommon  thing  in  these  days  to  lind  that  many  of  the  band- 
some  pieces  of  mahogany  furniture,  some  of  tliem  in  a  remark- 
;My  good  state  of  preservation,  owned  by  the  citizens  of 
Auburn,  were  made  in  that  pioneer  factory.  The  growth  of 
the  business  was  interrupted  by  the  behests  of  war,  the  burn- 
ing of  Buflalo,  necessitating  a  call  for  troops  to  defend  the  fron- 
tier and  protect  the  inhabitants  of  Eufl'alo  and  the  border 
settlements  from  the  assaults  of  the  British  and  their  Indian 
allies.  Richardson  abandoned  his  business  and  was  among  the 
first  to  respond,  the  appeal  firing  the  warm  heart  and  public 
ppirft  with  an  enthusiasm  that  is  understood  by  those  that 
remember  the  ardor  of  his  later  years.  In  the  spring  of  1S12, 
he  was  commissioned   by  Governor  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  as  a  I 

cajitain  of  riflemen,  having  raised  in  the  counties  of  f  eneca  and  | 

Cayug;    a  compan_v  of  ninety  men,   by  wliom    he   was  chosen  | 

eorynanding  oTncer.     Tlie  company  rendezvou.-ed  at  Aubui'ii,  2 

Captain   Richardson    h.aving    procured     uniforms,    arms    and  | 

equipments  for  his  men   and    received    new  enlistments.     Tlie  | 

arms  and  accoutrements  of  tlie  men   woi'e   flint-lock  rifles  and  I 

hun.ing   knives,  knap-acks.  bullet  pouohe.-' and    p^>v,der  hnins.  a 

Tlie  arms  of  the  ollicers  were  heavy  swords,  daggers  and  ]ii.--;ois.  j 

Tlje  uniforms  of  the    men   ^vere  lieavy  green   worsted  frocks,  i 

extending  below  their  knee.s,  bordered  with  yellow  fringe.     The  : 

commissioned  ofilcers,  viz.:  captain,  lieutenant  and  ensign,  wore  ; 

frocks  of  green   silk,  scarlet  sashes,  heavy  gilt  epaulettes,  and  '■ 

high  scrolled  cookaded  chapeans,  surmounted    bv  (X=trieh  foatli-  t 

ers.     The  entire  outfit  of  the  company  was  rich  and  imposing,  j 

and  as   may  be  imagined,  was  terrific  and   hideous  when  ani-  j 

mat.d  in  tin-  heat  of  battle.     The  ci^mjianv  bore  the  ajipearance 
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■I 

of  llie  painted  aivl  plumed  Indian  warrior,-;,  then  in  tlie  Eritis'i  3 

service   in   Canada,  ami   were  styled   daring  tlie  war   hy  botli  } 

•Americans  and  British,  Richardson's  Corps  oC  Indian  Kitlemcn.  ] 

Before  the  company  left  Auburn  Captain  Ricliardson  riu'orously  1 

drilled  the  men  in   the   manual   of  arms,  and    in   dcjiloving,  ] 

wheeling  and  marchino;  in  columns  and  sections,  the  old  Court  \ 

House  green  being  the  scene  of  these  exercises  for  man}-  davs. 
Tliey  became  as  conspicuous  for  tiieir  excellent  drill  as  for  their 
imposing  uniforms,  for  they  won  the  admiration  of  critics  at 
home  and  abroad.  Tlie  da}'  was  long  remembered  in  Auburn 
when,  from  the  old  green,  the  gallant  comp.uiy  with  music 
playing  and  banners  flying,  began  their  march  to  tlie  lines,  the 
tall  and  commanding  figure  of  their  captain  at  their  head.     They  \ 

traveled  th    itage  road  to  their  destination,  spending  tlicir  llrst    '  J 

night  at   the  inn  at  the  west  end  of  the  Caj'uga  biidge,  where  i 

Captain  Ri'viiardson  first  met  his  future  wife,  EHza  liobcns,  the  | 

daughter  of  the  liost.     On  their  arrival  at  Buffalo  the  captain  1 

proudly  displayed  the  military  skill  a  -d  formidable  ai'i'a\'  of  his  f 

command  for  the  edillcaiion  of  the  an   lii'ing  Buffalunian^-.     He  i 

often  related  that  many  of  the  inhab    iiits  verily  believed  him  j 

to  be  a  genuine  Indian.     The  coraiiau}  wcvo  soon  in  actual  scr-  § 

vice.    It  h.'-'ving  been  deomc.l  desirable    y  Generals  Yanllensal-  | 

laer  and   Port-r  and  Col.  Vv^iiifield  S;-ott,  that  a  potiion  of  tlie  | 

American  troojis  should  cross  the  Niagara  river  and  confront  - 

the  enemy  in  their  own  territory,  it  was  found  by  Governor  :; 

Tomp:cit;s   tliat  the  commander-in-chief  had    no  authority   to  i 

order    the    troops    beyond    the    American    line-',    allliongli    he  ; 

expressed  his  pi'easure  that  the  tnjops  should  volunteer  to  cross 
to  the  Canadian  side.  On  hearing  the  expresr-'i'vn  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Captain  Richardson  called  his  comically  into  the  ])re.«ence 
of  the  '■otnnianiler-in-chicf.  announeed    his  ov.-n  dotermi nation  i 

V)  cro.-s  over  into  the  lines  of  the  eneniv,  .and  bade  (na-rv  mem-  J 

ber  of  his  commap.d   that  was  ready  to  follow   to  advance  one  ; 

step  to  the  front.      Every  man  responded  to  the  call,  as  the  cap-  • 
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tiiincxjK'.jtcJ,  and  tlic  ciiiire  corps  fullowed  their  coinraandant 
into  Canada,  where  they  jiariicipated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Plrie 
and  Landy's  Lane.  In  making  this  prompt  decision  Captain 
Ricliardson  identified  himself  witli  a  vital  constitutional  point  as 
to  the  obligation  of  State  troops  to  pass  the  bounds  of  their  own 
State.  lie  established  a  precedent  that  has  had  an  influence  on 
snbsequeiit  military  law,  and  is  an  interesting  fact  in  history. 
Three  times  the  compan}'  crossed  tlie  Niagara  river,  in  con- 
junction with  other  troops,  successfully  storming  the  battery  on 
Qaecnstcj-.vn  Heights  and  killing  General  Brocic,  cai)taring 
Forts  Kric  and  George,  defeating  Wellington's  troops  at  Chip- 
pewa in.a  bloody  light,  and  engaging  in  the  fiercest  luuid  to  hand 
cou'''iet  in  American  records,  at  Landy's  Jjane.  In  this  mem- 
orab)  J  battle  Kicliardson's  Coi-ps  constituted  a  part  uf  tlie  right 
of  Gcncial  Kipley's  brigade  and  executed  witli  great  bravery, 
by  moonliaht,  the  famous  or.ler  to  wait  until  the  Ijrilish  Ixiyo- 
nets  touch  their  own  ;'nd  then  to  discharge  their  pieces  and 
jiitch  into  the  eneniy  with  bayonets,  daggers  and  "  whip  the 
devils  a  yriow."  Eiciiardson  lost  a  portion  of  his  command  in 
that  stn,   gle  but  escaped  himself  nniujured. 

At  th  sortie  of  F'urt  Erie  Captiiin  IJichardsoa  led  his 
ci?nipau\  uUo  the  thiclccst  of  the  light.  In  storming  the 
enemy's  i  .'castwork  he  led  the  assault  of  the  column  and 
rushing  in  advarice,  mounted  a  redoubt  in  the  face  of  the 
enem}-,  to  direct  the  spiking  of  the  British  arms.  As  he 
stood  ihiMe  encouraging  his  men,  his  tail  ligure  |>iesc!iting 
H  prominent  mark  to  the  British,  he  was  tired  at  Ijv  an 
entire  platoon  of  the  eneniy.  Were  it  iiut  for  the  code  of  honor 
not  to  take  sight,  he  would  have  been  pierced  by  everv  British 
ball.  As  by  a  miracle,  lie  e.^ea[lcd  untduched  except  b\"  a  sin- 
gle ball  that  gra:;ed  his  leg.  'i'he  movement  rcsuIlCLl  in  tlie 
capture  of  tiie  enemy's  works,  with  a  thousand  iirisoners  and 
immense  stores.  Captain  llieiiardson  v,-as  highly  commended 
on  the  field  for  his  braver}'  in  this  action,  by  Generals  Porter 
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^aud   Ilij^ley,  the  former  calling   him    back   from   his   phice   of  ? 

dansjer.  i 

The  Indian  Rifle  Corps,  having  demonstrated  their  bravery  | 

and  their  reliability  for  important  and  hazardous  services,  v.ere  i 

detached  for  many  special  details,  always  a-.'quitting  themselves  \ 

with  honoi-  to  themselves  and  their  commandant.  \ 

The  Auburn   company  remained  on  the   frontier  until   the  | 

enem}-  were  driven  from  the  Niagara  border  and  the  scene  of  1 

the  war  was  shifted  to  New  Orleans,  where  it  was  finished  soon  | 

after  by  General  Jackson.    When  the  news  of  the  treaty  reached  | 

the  troops  at  Fort  Erie,  where  what  was  left  of  Richard.-on's  \ 

command   was  in  garrison,  the  ofiieers  and  men  were  publicly  I 

thanked  at  a  morning  parade  and   pcruiitted   to  return  home.  ] 

The  company  reached  A  viburn  on  the  morning  of  Februar_y  2nd,  | 

';815,  and  in  high  spirits  received  the  plauilils  of  their  admir-  | 

ing  neighbors.  | 

It  is   probable   that  no   bo'y   of    soldiers   in    the    northern  | 

department  of  the  army  ])erfoi   led  so  cilective  military  servii^e,  ^ 

or  received   so    much   generaj    and    ofl'i'cial  commendation    as  ~ 

Richardson's  riflemen.  ^ 

Caj-'.ain  Richardson  returned    rom  the  war  the  most  promi-  \ 

nent  military  man  in  this  section.     He  was  an  authority  in  all  •" 

'military  matters,  and  much  respected  for  his  famous  deeds  in  I 

the  service.     His  rifle  corps  was  at  once  expanded  into  a  I'egi-  i 

mcnt  of  eight  companies,  and   under  appointment  of  the  gov-  > 

ci'uor  he  assumed  command  as  cnloiu'l,   ictaiiiing   it  until   lie  ] 

resigned,  ten  years  later.  He  wa.-;  a  familiar  lignre  at  annual 
muster  f()r  many  years  thereafter,  and  v>as  widely  known  f^r 
his  ])romineiiee  <>n  training  da\-s  in  diirerent  jiarts  of  the  county,  . 

there  being  many  now  living  that  remember  him  at  gtjiieial 
muster. 

Colonel  Richardson  soon  resumed  his  furniture  business  on  • 

Soutlj  street,  eventually  enijiloying  about  seventy-five  men,  and  ? 

making  furniture  of  all  kinds,  it  being  impossible  in  those  days  * 
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to  liuy  any  kind  of  mamifactureil  stock.  When,  latiT,  a  slcani 
engine  of  seven  horse  power  was  put  in  by  C.  C.  Dennis  A:  Co., 
it  wns  an  object  of  curiosit}'  to  visitors  to  the  village.  In  1815 
Richardson  niiirried  Miss  lioberts  of  Cayuga  bridge, whose  parents 
i:ame  later  to  Auburn  and  occupied  the  long  wooden  house  now 
.standing  just  cast  of  the  Moigan  homestead  on  Genesee  stseeL 
They  began  their  married  life  in  a  new  house  next  north  of  the 
furniture  factory,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Sainual  Titus,  which 
Mr.  Richardson  was  building  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

After  living  in  this  house  about  twenty-five  years  he  built 
and  occup^ied  tbo  brick  house  on  South  street  now  the  residence 
of'Mrs.  Blanchard  Fosgatc. 

Jr.  Richardson  being  a  popular  and  juiblic-spirited  citizen 
and  an  ardent  Whig,  he  became  prominently  idcntitied  with  ]>oli- 
tics,  holding  seseial  offices  of  local  importance.  While  he  was 
himself  i-ai'cly  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  he  was  earnest 
and  active  in  his  siij  lort  of  his  friends.  In  the  canvas  of  J.lr. 
Seward  for  the  State  '^enatorshiii,  early  in  liis  career,  Jfr.  Rich- 
ardson  by  his  person  ]iopularity  and  ardent  exertion  in  this 
and  adjacent  counties,    vas  a  strong  factor  to  the  result. 

Durii'J  the  war  c  1812,  Colonel  Richardson  became 
acquainted  with  the  characters  of  Generals  William  Henry  Har- 
rison and  Winlield  Scott.  lie  was  a  warm  admirer  of  th.-  for- 
mer and  was  the  first  man  in  this  part  of  the  county  to  nomi- 
nate the  victor  of  Tippecanoe  for  the  presidency.  Ue  \\as 
almost  daily  in  a  group  of  citizens,  frcipicntiiui;  his  rui-iiituvc 
warcro(jins  as  a  common  centre  of  story  and  information,  and 
was  in  tlie  habit  of  I'clating  to  his  friends  interesting  anecdotes 
of  the  famous  general.  In  1S88,  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Seward 
■was  elected  Govern  ir.  ^fi-.  R'chai-dson  is  said  to  have  convmcol 
the  Auburn  politicians  that  Harrison  would  prove  a  better  can- 
didate for  the  pre.-idi.iicy  than  Clay,  Webster  or  Scott,  who  had 
been  meutioncL  At  his  request,  and  with  the  apjirobation  of 
Mr.  Seward,  in  1S3S  the  Auburn  Journal  hoisted  to  its  mast- 
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head    tlie  iiaino  of  Goiicial    Ilarrisou   as  its  candidate  for  the 
presalciic.'.y,  nearly  two  years  before  the  clcciiou   was   tu  take  I 

I'laee.     ]ii  the  i-imrse  c>i  time  the  iioininatioii  attracted  general  5 

attcnti<iii,  the  Junrnal  \\\  the  meantime,  giving  currenc}'  to  inci-  ; 

dents  in   the  life  (;f  it .  candidate  and  ai'gnments  in  his  favor.  j 

Journals  of  other  states  following  the  example  of  the  Auburn  i 

paper  it  bce:i:ne  evident  that  Harrison   was  proving  a  strong  i 

candidate.     Col.  Kichardson  was  cneoui'agcd  by  the  partial  sue-  \ 

cess  to  strong  encieavors  to  have  a  Harrison  delegate  sent  from  j 

the  di.--tr!et  ti;  the  national  eon\-cntiou  at  Uai'risburg.  altluaigh  | 

there  '.vas  her.;  a  strong  current  of  feeling  in  favor  of  the  jiop-  | 

ular  Clay.     Calling  a  convention  at  the  Western  E.xehange  in  \ 

l)i:ceniber,  1639,  at,  which  he  presided,  he  succeeded  in  cheek-  .■ 

ing  th.e  strong  inoveinent  toward  Clay  by  the  election  of  a  liar-  I 

I'isou  ^.elogate  as  alternate  to  a  Clay  deleg-.ite,  chosen  by  the  \ 

opposition.       Before    the    Hariisburg  convention    met    it    was  \ 

arranged  that  Mr.  Hall,  the   alternate,   should  cast  the  ballot  \ 

of  the  distric    foi  Harrison.  \ 

After  Gen.   "^arrison'jfnomination  a  meeting  was  called  to  ratify  \ 

the  choice:  in     i  attempt  to  arouse  enthusiasm  in  the  friends  of  \ 

defeated  eand.   ates,  and  when  they  refused  to  endorse  the  noui-  \ 

yiation  and  to  .tgree  to  suppoi'l  it,  Col.  Ilichardsou  addressed  \ 

them  in  some  emphatic  words,  invoking  them  to  their  second  \ 

judgment,  but  lie  succeeded  in  getting  but  a  few  feeble  cheers  for  I 

"Old  Tippecanoe."     During  the  winter  months  of  the  campaign  „• 

party  s;iirit  was  greatly  depressed,  bui  as  informatiuu  came  \ 

later  from    other   parts   of  the  country,  particularly  fi'om   the  ^ 

"west,  that  the  Whigs  were  holding  mammoth  mass  meetings,  ^ 

erecting  hjg  cabins,  turning  out  in  enormous  cro^vds  and  tilling  ' 

the  air  with  shouts  for  Tippecanoe  and  Tyh'r  too,  the  Whigs 
of  Cayuga  caught  the  inspiration  and  were  carried  along  in  the  \ 

tidal  v,-ave  of  enthusiasm.     It  brought  joy  to  the  hearts  of  their  \ 

firm  friends  in  Auburn,  wliose  zeal  was  redoubled  bv  the  impe-  \ 

tus  of  popular  favor  at  home.     So  confident  was  Col.  Richard-  j 
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son  of  the  election  of  Lis  favorite  tliat  he  sold  furniture  to 
all  responsible  people  to  be  paid  for  only  upon  the  election  of 
Harrison.  Heat  home  in  Auburn  was  regarded  as  the  hero  of 
tlie  hour,  the  younger  members  of  the  party  saluting  him  in 
their  songs  and  shouts  as  the  veritable  Tippecanoe  himself. 
Upon  the  erection  of  the  log  cabin,  at  the  junction  of  Genesee 
and  Market  streets,  from  the  logs  of  wood  brought  from  every 
town  in  the  county,  Colonel  Richardson  was  marshal  of  the  day 
on  which  the  house  was  warmed.  He  cut  with  the  blade  of  his 
Chippewa  sword,  which  he  carried  in  the  war,  the  mammoth 
loaf  of  bread  baked  by  Alex.  McCrea,  wliich  was  so  large  whcu 
done,  that  the  oven  liad  to  be  taken  a]>art  to  release  it.  The 
Uiarshal  served  the  brea>i  on  the  }>oint  of  his  sword  to  the  hosts 
that  came  to  tlie  ce!cbr;itioii  from  the  surrounding  towns.  The 
ccMCOuV.  .'  of  AVliigs  ill  Auburn  on  thai  <lay  was  immense,  and 
it  was  no  small  ta>k  to  get  them  into  line  and  the  procession 
•under  wav.  Under  the  inspiration  of  three  bands  a  circuit  of 
he  village  was  made,  the  pageant  "being  resplendent  with  liberty 
poles,  ba  ji.ers  and  several  unusual  attractions,  such  as  the  loaf 
of  bread  seven  feet  long  and  weighing  five  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  log  cabin  of  sugar,  exhibiting  logs  in  the  rough,  the 
slatchim  :;y  and  the  old  hat  in  the  window,  five  old-fashioned 
canoes  and  innumerable  barrels  of  hiird  cider.  It  will  be 
remembered  by  some  of  our  old  citizens  that  tliese  barrels  were 
tapped.  After  the  cabin  was  properly  "  warmed"  a  dinner  was 
ser\cd  and  stump  speeches  followed.  It  wr.s  a  gala  day  for  the 
Whigs  of  Cayuga 

The  result  of  the  campaign  verified  the  predictions  of  Mr. 
Richardson  that  Harrison  would  grow  in  favor  and  prove  a 
piopular  candidate. 

Colonel  Richardson  presided  at  a  meeting  called  at  the  town 
hall  in  lamentation  of  the  death  of  the  presidt-nt,  and  his  sig- 
nature appears  under  the  resolutions  adopted  at  that  meeting- 

At  the  laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  dam  in  the 
Owasco  outlet  in  1835,  Mr.  Richardson  was  one  of  the  eoirunit- 
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tee  in  cliara;e'  of  the  celcljr;tti(:)ri,  and  in  the  great  procession  of 
that  day  exhibited  machines  of  his  factory  in  full  operation,  | 

drawn  upon  wagons,  the  cabinet  makers  turning  out  their  v;ork  ' 

in  the  presence  of  the  throngs  that  lined  the  streets  through  i 

which  the  procession  passed.     At  the  dinner  to  which  the  large  \ 

company  f  it  down  at  the  American  on  that  day,  at  which  many  f 

remarkably  brilliant  addresses  were  made  by  Gov.  Seward,  Mr.  { 

Bronson,  Nelson  Beardsley  and  others,  Mr.  Richardson  was  a  | 

presiding  officer  in  association  with  Judge  Miller.  j 

Colonel  Richardson  was  six  feet  and  two  inches  high,  with  t 

dark  sandy  hair  and  whiskers,  and  prominent  nose  and  chin.  ! 

His  bearing  was  dignified  and  graceful,  and  when  he  appeared  \ 

in  his  colonel's  uniform  wetuing  his  chapeau,  he  was  said  to  | 

resemble  General  Scott.     His  character  was  positive  and  sub-  \ 

stPntial,  for  he  was  frank  in  hi.-?  converse  with  men,-  and  almost  .    i 

indexible  in  his  religious  and  political  opinions,  being  a  consis-  ' 

tent  aiid  zealous  advoc'alc  of  the  principles  he  professed.     His  | 

patriotism  did  not  consist  in  e.\f   essions  by  language,  but  by  a  j 

life  of  warm  devotion  to  all   t    mgs  pertaining  to  the  piublic  ; 

good.     In  hisp-ealings  he  was     ore  than  fair,  for  his  generosity  \ 

and  off-handedness  freqaenth  ,Je[t  him  the   less  remunerative  ? 

side  of  a  1)arg.'iin.     He  was   uoo  benevolent  to  acquire  large  1 

means,  although  opportunities  for  doing  so  were  b}'  no  means  1 

lacking.     Many  a  man  in  his  employ  has  testified  to  the  value  ' 

of  his  counsel  and  assistance,  and  his  friends  and  neighbors 
have  delighted  to  bear  witness  to  his  warm  interest  in  the  unfor- 
tunate, and   the  substantial  aid  he  was  wont  to  afford  them. 

The  writer,  a  few  days  since,  engaged  in  a  business  transac- 
tion with  a  farmer  of  this  county,  on  revealing  his  personality 
elicited  the  remark  by  the  f:iriner  that  he  had  drawn  wood  in 
the  famous  cold  and  iinjif)verisbing  winter  of  ISoT  to  John 
rJichards^n,  for  free  distribution  by  him  to  the  poor  of  the  vil- 
lage. There  are  many  similar  illustrations  of  his  known  gen- 
erosity to  be  obtained  in  conversation  with  the  residents  of  Old 
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Cayuga  for  niilL'S  around,  many  of  tliem  secraiiig  to  hold  liis 
memory  in  aflectioiiute  regan.!,  and  dclii^liting  to  recall  bis 
marked  characteristics. 

Among  the  journeymen  and  the  apprentices  in  his  employ, 
and  there  were  many  of  them,  some  now  living,  during  all  the 
years  of  his  lu-iiticps,  he  was  regarded  as  an  arbiter  of  justice, 
a  source  of  generous  relief  and  sympathy,  and  their  chief 
friend  and  support.     He  retained  through  the  depression  of  the  | 

winter  of  1837  his  force  of  sixty  men.  I 

Colonel    /lichardson's  nature  was  genial  and  playful,  and  he  } 

was  fond  iif  the  sixiietv  of  his  friends.      His  cabinet  store  was  ' 

i 

a  ceiitTc  of  I'ttraction  to  a  coterie  of  friends,  the  chief  of  whom 
was  J'ldgc  Miller  who  lived  oppC'site,  who  made  it  their  favor- 
ite chilly  jihice  of  meeting,  where  they  would  spend  many  an 
hour  in  joyful  conversation.  He  was  skillful  in  his  perform- 
ance Oil  the  violin,  and  would  occasionally  enliven  tlio  hmg 
hours  with  music.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  preserved  a 
strong  and  rich  voice  and  was  fond  of  singing  military  lyrics  to 
the  edification  of  his  hearers,  and  he  will  be  remembered,  too, 
as  skillful  in  swo'  exercise  and  in  the  art  of  fencing.  He  was 
a  master  of  stor  and  was  frequently  the  centre  of  a  merry 
group,  to  whom  e  would  recount  anecdotes  from  his  large  fund 
of  stories  of  me  :  and  their  deed.s.  His  form  and  features,  once 
so  familiar  to  tue  people  of  Auburn,  but  now  recalled  but  by 
few  of  its  towns-people,  are  preserved  in  three  excellent  oil  por- 
traits, the  latest  by  Clough,  the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Eliot. 
Eliot  was  a  close  friend  and  warm  admirer  of  Col.  Richardson, 
after  whose  death  it  was  ever  regretted  by  him  that  he  had  not 
had  his  friend  as  his  subject. 

Whether  in  his  pew  at  SL  Peter's,  amid  the  ball-room  festi\-- 
ities,  in  which  he  was  usually  a  gay  participant,  on  the  streets 
of  the  city,  or  in  any  public  gathering  at  home  or  abroad,  he 
was,  like  his  brother  Joseph,  a  man  of  mark  and  influence,  and 
in  every  company  was  accustomed  to  the  homage  of  profound 
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5 

and  hearty  respect.     In  tlie  ftiinilv  circle  the  true  m;ui  wa.^  the  ; 

provident,    indulgent    and    nffeetionate     husband    and     father.  j 

With  hi.-^  own  children  and  with  thOiO  of  his  brother,  Joseph.  I 

he   was  a   close  and   loved   companiijn,  his   popuhirity   anioijf;  1 

them,  as    well  as    among   young    people    generally,  being    an  ; 

ackr'jwledged  factor  in  their  lives.  5 

The    two    brothers    were    very    dissimilar    in    their  general  | 

natures,  but   their  affection    for   each    otlier    was  strong   and  | 

demonstrntive,  and  they  were  much  together  during  the  hours  | 

of,  relaxation.  \ 

Colonel  I'ichardson  was  e.-ctremcly  popular  with  all  classes  | 

of  citizens,  liis  death  in  lS-19,  in  his  G9ih  year,  being  tlie  oeca-  y 

sion  of  universal  sorrow.     At  a  public  meeting  in   his  memory  5 

not  long  after  his  death,  there  was  a  very  laige  attendance  uf  { 

the  citizens  of  thecountv.     Among  lliem  was  a  real  and  lastiii;r  1 

sorrow.  § 

•Joseph  Lane  and  John  Richardson  wei'e  great-grandsons  of  i 

tlie  first  American  mem.ber  of  the  family,  Samuel  Eichardson,  5 

who  emigrated  fr  -.n  England  in  16(i2,  and  obtained  from  Wil-  | 

liar''  Perm  one     lousand  acres  of  land,  comprising  a  portion  of  | 

the  site  of  th     eity  of  Philadelphia.     A  deed  of  the  property  i 

executed    b     Penn   to'Hichardson   is  now  on  record  at  Harris-  ■; 

i 

burg.     The  lineage  of  the  family  to  the  generation  of  the  sub-  t 

~  .  ^.  .      '  .   .  .  1 

ject  of  this  paper  is  characterized  by  the  religion  of  the  Society  -i 

of   Friends.  a 

The  birotlier-.,  Ju-eph  and  John,  weie  born  to  Jolm  Richard-  \ 

son,  a  planter,  in  Taneytown,  FrC'lerick  county,  ^^faryland,  in  j 

1776  and  17S0  respectivelj'.     They  are  known,  therefore,  in  the  - . 

annals  of  Cayuga  Ci>unty,  as  the  ^[aryland  pioneers,  the  former 

being  styled  '"The  Cieval,"  his  own  life  having  had  its  begin-  > 

ning  in  the  year  of  the  birth  of  the  republic.  j 

Joseph  left  the  parental    home  at  an  early  age,  liis  journey  « 

into  a  new  country  bringing  him  as  far  as  Providence  township,  I 

Philadelphia  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  becarr.e  a  member  } 

< 
1 
! 
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of  the  household  of  his  aunt,  the  mother  of  David  Thomas,  after- 
wards well  known  to  citizens  of  the  state  of  New  York,  as  chief 
entjineer  of  the  Erie  canal,  :i  poinoloG:if  t  and  florist  of  world- 
wide reputation,  and  a  mciuber  of  several  European  literary 
and  scientitic  societies.  David  Wright  and  the  late  Gyrus  C. 
Denn's  of  this  city,  were  among  bis  assistants  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Erie  canal.  The  two  cousins,  Richardson  and 
Thomas,  of  the  same  age  and  brought  up  together  in  their 
Quaker  home  ne;'.r  Philadelphia,  breathing  the  same  atmosphere 
of  iiiety  and  devotion  t('>  right,  and  in  a  family  in  which  plain 
livmg  and  high  thinking  was  the  I'ule  of  life,  forined  there  that 
airectionate  relation  that  never  ended.  ^\bout  the  year  1790  a 
p'-ospeeting  tour  on  hor.<eback  brought  them  to  Levanna,  in 
tl)!s  count}',  where  they  settled,  Richardson  soon  returning  to 
Pennsylvania  for  his  sister  and  bringing  her  to  his  nev,'  home. 

While  living  at  Levanna  he  studied  law  at  Aurora,  then  the 
cpuiity  seat,  in  the  office  of  the  lion.  Walter  Wood  known  as 
the  richest  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  county, 
and  the  ancestor  of  many  well  known  citizens  of  Cayuga  in 
hlor  r  .iods,  having  foi'  a  fellow  student  Elijah  x^Iiller,  after- 
ward    judge  of  the  Count}'  Coui't  and  his  life-long  friend. 

T  t  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  as  an  attorney  in 
L'"  j2  by  the  Hon.  Morgan  Lewis,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  afterwards  the  third  governor  of  the  state  ;  and  to  the 
counsellorship  five  years  later  by  the  Hon.  James  Kent,  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  judienture  of  the  state,  after- 
wards chancellor  and  the  autht>r  of  the  f;imous  "  Commentaries 
on  American  Law.'' 

In  1806  Richardson  moved  to  Auburn,  then  called  Uardeu- 
bmg's  Corners,  for  tiie  praeti.-e  nf  his  ])r.ii't-ssion,  taking  as  his 
law  partner  Enrs  T.  Throop,  who  c.ime  from  Poj'lar  Ridge, 
where  he  iiad  settled  a  fe,w  month-;  previous.  Tii roup  became 
a  mendier  of  the  househuld  of  his  partner,  who  tlicn  resided  on 
the  east  side  of  South  street,  a  few  rods  south  of  Genesee,  his 
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gai\len    lying   v/here    now    .slaiids    tlie    Second     Presbyterian  ^ 

church.     The  niirnes  of  Throo]>  and  Richardson  appear  upoii  | 

the  court  records  as  attorneys  in  partnership  in  many  important  ij 

cases.     Their  oiTice  was  in  the  Auburn   Center  House,  a  con-  t 

spicuous  house  which  stood  facing  east  on  the  tliree-sided  lot  3 

at  the  junction  of  Genesee  and  Market  streets,  in  the  lon^  ^oo^^  j 

of  which    many  of    the  courts  were  held,    and   in  which   was  | 

organized   the  First   Presbyterian    society.     la    1807,  Messrs.  | 

Richardson  and   Tliroop   were    instrumental    in    changing   the  I 

c<,unty  seat  from   Aurora  to  this  village,  this  innovatioa   sug-  I 

gesting  the  propriety  of  changing  the  name  of  the  village  to  i« 

the  more  dignified  and  euphotiious  Aubui'u.     The  practice  of  i 

bis   profession     liaving    necessitated    frequent   attendance   on  | 

supreme  court  and  visits  to  the  capitol  at  Alban}',  Mr.  Richard-  | 

st'i  there  met   Miss  Catherine  Dole,  a  descendant  of  the  Dole  '^j 

and  VanS.tntvoord  families    l  Albany,  and  in  1803  he  brouglit  j 

her  to  Auburn  as  his  wiff    making  the  wedding  journey  in   a  I 

chaise.     They  began  thei    married  life  in  the  first  Richardson  J 

house  on  South  street,  al    ve  mentioned.     Mr.  Ricliardson  was  a  s 

member  of  the  first  board  of  school  trustees,  to  a  committee  of  | 

whom  was  conveyed  in  trust  in  1811,  by  Robert  Dill,  five  and  ■> 

.  i 

three  quarcrs  acres  of  laud,  which  have  been  the  seat  of  aca-  j| 

demic  learning  in  the  county  to  this  day.     He  was  an  influential  i 

advocate  of  the  location  of  the  state  prison  at  Auburn,  where  I 

it  was  founded  in  1816,  and  he  was  for  rnanv   years  a  member  j 

of  the  stale  board  of  prison  inspector.-'.  '] 

Notwithstanding  liis  Quaker  ancestry,  implying  his  divorce  .^ 

from  paiticipatioM  in   war,  lie  served  in  tlie   W'ar  of   1812,  as  \ 

pa^miaster  of  a  brigade,  in  which  capacity  his  vigorous  loyalty 

and   excellent   judgment   v/crc   of  great  value   to  the  service. 

At  the'close  of  the  war,  IMr.  Richardson  was  appointed  dislrii>t 

attorney,   the  judicial  district  at   that  time  embracing  a  very  J 

large  portion  of  Central  and  Western  Xew  York.     Court  records  | 

indicate   his  participation    in   several    important  cases,  among  j 

\ 

! 
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Others  the  celebrated  Sawyer  murder  trial  in  which  he  was 
associated  in  the  prosccutioii  willi  John  VanBuron. 

Mr.  Eichardson  was  einiiicntlj  successful  as  prosecuting 
attorney,  for  he  was  zealous  in  liis  regard  for  puljlic  morals  aii'l 
the  lights  of  society,  and  industrious  in  bringing  oHenders  to 
justice.  Ue  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a  teri'or  to  evil  doers. 
Acting  in  this  capacity  in  tiie  court  of  Chief  Justice  Ambrose 
Spencer,  who  was  among  the  first,  of  the  chief  justices,  and  his 
constant  travelling  companion  on  the  circuit  of  his  immense 
^^'istrlct,  the  attorney  became  the  close  friend  of  the  eminent 
jurist,  who  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  Richardson  house  as 
he  v/as  an  occasional  enteitainer  of  his  young  friend  at  his 
home  in  Albany. 

The  partnershi])  of  Throop  and  Richardson  was  interi-nptcd 
by  the  elcetioi)  of  the  former  to  congress  in  ISlfi,  the  yeai-  of 
th  celebrated  tariff  debate.  Richardson  and  Throop  were 
m  libers  of  the  same  political  parties,  and  their  correspondence, 
\'  le  the  latter  was  in  congress,  is  an  excellent  contemjiorane- 
Oi  commentary  on  the  current  politics  of  the  da  v.  Mr.  Thi'oop 
w;  s  strongly  in  favor  of  the  proposed  measui-e  to  substitute 
for  tlie  jici-  Jiem  emolument  of  congressmen  an  annual  Sidarv 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  Even  this  small  provision  was 
unpopular  with  his  constitutL-nis  so  r'/at.  on  his  vetniMi  to 
Auburn,  he  encountered  so  much  disapproval  as  to  cause  him 
to  resign  liis  office.  Ue  afterward  became  circuit  judge  and 
goveinijr  of  the  slate,  Mr.  liiciiardsoii  in  tlic  mcuntime  taking 
as  a  law  partivjr  Pariiament  l^i-onson  of  Aubni'n. 

In  1S25,  Mr.  Richardsn;i  built  the  briclc  house  that  stood 
until  a  few  years  ago  on  South  Street  near  its  intersection 
by  the  continuation  of  Eii/.aljeth.  although  this  house  as  seen 
by  the  present  generation,  had  been  greatly  changcil  fmrn  its 
original  form.  The  grouiuls  sMir(junding  the  house  were  pio 
turesque  and  cultivated,  and  for  many  years  extended  the  tir^it 
welcome  to  the  traveller  from  the  South,  as  he  entered   the  vil- 
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lagc ;  the  grounds  adjueeut  to  the  house,  and  belonging  to  the  i 

estate,  extending  a'oont   on''  mile  south  from   the  homestead.  j 

This   home   was   in  thos'e  early   davs  eonsidered  spacious  and  | 

handsome.     It  was  hospitable,  its  entertainment  of  professidsial  | 

j.nd  personal  friends  and  guests  of  the  villaLfe  being;  constant.  : 

r  ^  no  J 

and  generous.  i 

In  1827.  Mr.  Richaixlson  vvns  appointed  by  Governor  Dowitt  \ 

Cliniiin  to  be  First  Judge  of  the  Coui't  of  Common  Plen.s.     It  : 

is  in  the  incumbcnc}'  of  this  ollice  and  the  administration  of  I. 

its  affairs,  that  he  is  most  widely  and  most  favorably  known  in  S 

the  history  of  this  county,  and  in  the  annals  of  jurisprudence  5 

in  this  section  of  country.  ' 

He  was  four  times  appointed  to  the  oflice,  for  the  second  and  : 

third  terms  by  Governor  Marcy,  and  for  the  fourth  term  hv  | 

Governor  Bouek,  his  term  of  ollice,  nearly  tv.'entj-  ^-ears  being  | 

ended  only  by  the  constitutional   amendment   abolishing  the  'i 

ofliee  in  IS-iG.     llis  continuance  in  the  position  was  practically  3 

secured  to  him  by  his  acknowledged  capacity,  his  unquestioned  I 

probit}',  and  the  support  and  admiration  of  all  classes  of  citi-  \ 

zens  save  fugitives  from  justice.     These  recommendations  sup-  c 

ported  by  the  not  inconsequential  consideration  that  he  was  a  'j 

staunch  adiierent  of    the  principles  of    the  Democratic  party,  I 

yielded  him  almost  undisputed  possession  of  t'.ie  oflice.  i 

Judge  Eichardson  V\-a3  distinguished  by  unusual  dignity  in  { 

the  administration  of  liis  court.     Fie  was  conspicuous  among  ! 

m.en  for  the  se\-erity  of  his  n'orals  and  th';  conrtiincss  of  his  .; 

manners,  and  this  character  v,-as  imparted  to  his  court  by  his  i 

strong  personality.     Tlie  higli  c<ide  of  court  etiqucUe  on  wliicii  ; 
lie  insisted  not  (jnly  was  ]'.roverbial  among  his  eotcmporaries 

but  has  become  legendary  and  a  standard  lor  comparison  to  the  ; 
generations  that  followed   him.     'J'he  remark  is  current  amoiig 

those  now  living  that  remi.-ndjer  him,  that  no  judge  ever  pre-  ,; 

sided  in  court   with   greater  dignity  and    that  no  citizen  was  | 

more  respected   for  perception  of    right  and    devotion  to   the  j 
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C"uisc  of  juslicc.  A  warm  nature  was  disguised  by  an  uncom 
l>ronu,sing  sense  of  justice  that  inspired  respect  in  the  suppliant 
for  mercy  at  llie  bar  atid  administration  in  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  was  severe  toward  offenders,  courteous  toward  practition- 
ers and  painstaking  toward  jurors  and  witnesses.  His  charges 
to  juries  were  clear  and  insti  uetive,  and  stripj.ied  of  vei'biage  and 
irrelevant  discourse  that  might  mystify  rather  than  inform  and 
f;uide.  His  bold  emphasis  of  salient  point?  was  an  aid  to  the 
juror  and  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  the  dispatch  of  business. 
He  ^vas  intoh'iant  of  extraneous  evidence  when  .submitted,  and 
insisted  on  absolute  directness  in  the  consideration  of  questions 
involved,  manifesting  a  pronounced  impatience  with  lawyers 
that  would  seek  to  confound  the  trial  of  a  cause  by  the  intro- 
duction of  irrelevant  considerations. 

Prompti!es.s  and  consisteut  rapidity  were  the  pride  of  the 
coi  •!.  This  cpi.sode,  characteristic  of  his  dispatch  of  business 
is  <  le  of  the  many  related  of  him.  On  one  occasion,  associated 
wi  Judge  jMoseh',  who  presided  in  a  circuit  court  of  Oyer  and 
Tv  niner,  he  witnessed  much  to  his  annoyance,  the  indulgence 
to  .Dunsel  of  the  inexperienced  presiding  judge,  in  a  slovenl3' 
trial  .-)f  a  niun  indicted  for  robbing  a  till.  After  a  trial  of  two 
d;iys  the  jury  disagreed,  although  there  was  no  genuine  ques- 
tion as  to  guilt.  Judge  Richardson,  commenting  on  the  trial 
ani1  its  outrageous  result  to  a  friend,  remarked  that  the  prisoner 
would  be  tried  for  the  .=ame  oflense  before  him  in  thirfy  dav--, 
and  he  wished  his  friend  to  sec  how  long  it  would  take  him  to 
reach  a  d.eeision  in  court.  After  a  brief  opening  by  the  district 
attorney  the  judge  interrupted  the  Jiabustering  eoimsel  for  tlie 
defense,  cliargcd  the  jury,  obtained  a  verdict  of  guiltv.  sen- 
leneei!  him  and  had  liim  on  his  way  to  the  [uison  within  two 
hours  from  the  l>eginning  of  the  trial. 

Judge  Eiehardson  was  a  man  of  rare  common  sense,  sound 
judgment  and  plaiiniess  of  speech.  He  v>-as  courageous  in 
expressing  his  convictions,  and  of  great  positiveness  in  his  dis- 
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crimination  between  right  and  wi-ong.     He  had  little  mercy  on  | 

the  guilty,  owning   his  obligation   to     protect  society    to  the  | 

extent  of  his  power,  and  maintaining  the  law  without  compas-  i 

sivMi.     When  it  was  known  that  he  was  to  sentence  a  prisoner  ; 

the  court  room  was  usually  crowded,  for  his  words  to  the  pris-  .| 

oner  in  reference   to  his  crime  were  expected  to  be  no  less  3 

severe  than  the  sentence  imposed.  ! 

The  lawyers  of  our  day  that  knew  Judge  Richardson,  speak  j 

-  of  his  kindness  to  youug  attornej's  and  of  his  protection  of  ] 

them  from  unwarranted  attacks  of  overbearing  members  of  the  | 

profession.     He  was  as  popular  among  the  laws'ers  and  the  bet-  ] 

ter  class  of  citizens  generally  as  he  was  unj^opular  with  idler.^,  | 

tramps,    dishonest   debtors,    and    the   dangerous   elements   of  I 

society.  1 

Judge  Richardson  was  more  than  six  feet  in  height,  large,  J 

broad  shouldered  and  impressive.      In  di-ess  as  in  manners  and  | 

morals  he  was  precise  and  consistent.     He  always  wore  a  white  * 

neckerchief  and  was  clean  shaven,  being  intolerant  of  a  lieard 
on  himself,  and  while  a  beard  on  another  was  not  distasteful  he  j 

considered  the  wnring  of  a  moustache  very  repreheiisiblc.     His  1 

carriage  was  erect  a.  '  of  quiet  dignity.  His  sedateness,  ho\\'- 
ever,  was  not  inc'onsist<_  with  the  humor  that  was  reserved 
for  the  members  of  liis  family  and  his  intimates,  among  whom 
he  was  alTectionale  and  jovial.  It  is  related  of  him  that  when 
he  lived  at  I.evaiina  he  drev/  a  graceful  bow,  frrqucutly  entei- 
taining  himsell  and  his  friends  v>-ith  his  vioiin,  executing  old- 
fashioned  melodies  and  hornpipes  most  skillfully. 

The  home  life  of  Judge  Richardson  was  exon'plary  for  its 
comforts,  afi'ection  and  general  happiness.  Tlie  fatiier  at  home 
was  courteous  in  the  same  degree  as  among  men,  his  ])oIitene-^s 
to  his  wife,  whom  lie  was  wont  to  escort  where  she  would  go. 
being  as  gracefvil  as  the  manner  of  Chesterfield.  He  was  con- 
siderate and  provident  of  his  children  with   unusual  jealousy. 

Judge  Richardson    was  a   jironounced  Democrat  of  the  old 
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.-■c'lioul.  llis  regard  for  tlic  amenities  of  bis  judicial  position, 
li'i\\evcr,  preveiited  his  active  participation  in  political  contests, 
and  lie  was  never  a  candidate  for  an  elective  ofTice  nor  a  partici- 
[laiit  in  campaign  debate.  He  w\w  a  warm  admirer  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  whom  he  stoutly  defended  in  his  inarslial  law  policy 
at  New  Orleans.  It  was  his  custom  for  inany  years  to  cele- 
brate General  Jack.-on's  famous  victory  in  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  by  illuminating  with  candles  the  mantle  over  bis  tire- 
place  .^t  home  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  of  January.  Por- 
traits of  Jack'soii  and  VanBuren  on  th.e  walls  of  his  library 
were  familiar  to  his  household  for  many  years. 

In  general  reading,  and  especially  in  the  study  of  English 
history  Judge  Eichardson's  min<l  found  continual  employment) 
his  scholarly  intuitions  compensating  in  large  measures  for  the 
lack  of  opportunities  for  learning  common  at  the  end  of  the  last 
'  .ntnr}-.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of  English  poetry  in  which 
be  xound  much  delight,  and  was  as  precise  and  accurate  in  his 
s]  •ech  as  in  his  manners,  having  a  close  regard  for  the  techni- 
c;  ':ty  of  language  and  courteous,  dignified  and  sincere  forms 
oi    ;    prcssion. 

^1  practical  and  common  sense  phase  of  his  character  was 
Ijnuig.  to  public  view  by  the  destruction  by  fire,  in  the  win- 
ter of  io31-2,  of  the  first  edifice  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  tiie 
services  of  which  were  constantly  attended  by  the  entire  Kich- 
ardson  family  in  Aal>urn.  The  fire  was  a  saddening  disaster  to 
the  people  of  St.  Peters,  as  the  eh  arch  was  but  just  coQiplei.ed 
and  the  full  payment  for  the  building  had  not  yet  been  niadc. 
Tlie  leading  members  of  the  congregation  witii  sad  counte- 
nances convened  the  following  day  at  the  court  house  to  delib- 
erate u[ii>n  their  loss  and  the  welfare  of  the  cliarch.  When  it 
ajipfared  that  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  was  simply  that  of  con- 
dolence and  distress,  Judge  Ilicliurdsoa,  who  was  presiding, 
interrupted  the  proceedings  in  a  characteristic  speech.  He  said 
that   the   magnitude   of    their   loss  was    comprehended    by   all 
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before  tlicy  came  together;  that  they  had  met  not  to  slied  tears 
Init  to  pay  tlie  debts  on  the  old  church  and  to  build  a  new  one. 
ti.it  if  some  one  would  draw  up  a  subscription  paper  he  would 
head  it  with  $500,  a  large  sum  iu  those  days.  The  speech  was 
revolutionary  and  electric  in  its  influence  upon  his  hearers,  for  it 
turr.ed  them  from  their  seemingly  irreparable  loss  to  the  cheer- 
ful aiiimati(.iu  required  to  build  a  new  church.  The  example 
of  Judge  Eichardson  was  at  once  followed  by  Judge  Miller, 
Governor  Throop,  ilajor  Bostwick,  Dr.  Burt  and  others,  and 
before  the  meeting  was  adjourned  a  sufficient  sum  was  subscribed 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  church  and  to  defray  a  large  portion  of 
the  cost  of  a  new  and  bellcr  cbureh  building.  Judge  Richard- 
son was  fitted  by"  natural  endowments  and  experience  for  prompt 
action  in  such  emergencies,  and  he  never  failed  to  meet  the 
demands  of  a  situation  in  which  he  might  bo  placed. 

Be  is  remembered  as  a  nian  of  maxims.  A  student,  when  a 
boy,  of  Poor  Richard's  Almanac,  the  precepts  of  that  influential 
work  became  his  i-ules  of  life,  an  appropiia.ie  maxim  suggest- 
ing itself  t')  him  on  any  occasion  in  which  it  might  influence 
his  conduct.  Lie  \va.^  a  tiiasler  in  their  use,  deriving  from  his 
knowledge  not  only  an  estimable  prolit  but  a  very  considerable 
t)leasni-e.     He  delighted  to  repeat  precepts  in  conversation,  atid 

oeci-ally,  to  yoiiug  men  whom  he  souglit  to  influence  toward 
a  ''ong  manhr'od.  Irdicritiiig  a  frugal  dispo.-udon  from  his 
Quaker  anceslors,  which  w.as  ruinfui-ccd  b',-  tlie  economy  tlint 
came  naturally  from  his  \irluc  and  simjilii/itv.  he  beeame  rii'li 
by  his  iudusliy  and  accumulative  habits. 

ITc  exemplified  the  value  of  his  pi'ovoiii  to  (ill  a  sack  so  that 
it  would  stand  u]>;ight,  by  a  self  dei:endcnce  and  development 
of  character  that  made  him  siicccssiul  in  ali  piia^cs  of  life.  He 
was  ail  excellent  guide  to  young  men  about  him  awav  from 
the  e.\.travagancc  of  youth  common  in  tluve  days,  atid  he 
delighted  to  in.Uruet  them  in  lessons  of  frugality  and  ccononiv. 

These  economic  qualities  were  often  mi.-.taken  for  a  lack  of 
gencrosit}'  and  an  uncharitable  sj.)irit.     A  reputation  for  char- 
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it._v  l;e  (lid  not  (Icsirc,  although  its  possession  rai'jht  easily  iiave 
iK't'ii  olitained.  for  not  only  was  he  generous  with  his  fainily 
and  hir..3elf  in  all  things  that  lie  dev..iieii  pertaining  to  niofal 
and  physical  gixid,  but  he  was  a  willing  and  constant  giver  to 
all  public  and  private  enterprises  apjiroved  by  his  judgment. 
A  giver  in  secret,  lie  ivas  a  constant  contributor  to  the  church, 
and  he  gave  unsparing  relief  to  the  necessities  of  the  desei'ving 
poor.  His  generous  acts  were  known  to  but  few,  so  strong 
was  bis  deprecation  of  ostentatious  charit}'.  Pome  of  those 
iio.r  living,  however,  recall  the  general  comnien-t  of  the  poor 
peojile  of  Auburn  in  lamentation  at  the  death  of  their  benefactor. 
Ill  the  acquirement  of  his  large  wealth  Judge  Richardson 
depended  win  illy  upon  himself,  making  no  investments  with 
corporations  or  in  enterprises  in  which  ho  was  not  the  chief 
;igei?t,  llis  property  was  almost  entirely  in  land.  Kis  first 
large  acquirement  was  made  by  his  jntrchase,  in  1820,  of  t}ie 
jjui  t  farm  on  South  Street,  a  property  of  more  than  a  hundred 
acres.  This  possession  by  the  purchase  of  adjacent  property, 
extended  nearly  a  mile  south  past  the  site  of  the  present  toll 
grte  and  west  to  Division  Street.  He  owned,  also,  farms  lying 
i     the  outskirts  of  the  village  in  several  directions,  his  acquire- 

'out  (if  land  being  a  constant  factor  in  the  acquisition  of  his 
A-(alth.  These  farms,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand  aci'cs, 
were  cultivated  chiefly  by  himself,  and  occasionally  by  lc:nants. 
lie  kept  a  hor-o  and  wagon  for  his  personal  use,  and  when  not 
occu[(ied  in  his  ofSce  or  in  court,  he  was  frequently  seen  with. 
some  young  friends  driving  about  from  faiin  to  farm  on  a  l(.)nr 
of  inspectiori  and  supervision.  In  later  ^eais  ho  became  a 
wool  grower,  raising  the  chief  wool  produiH  in  this  county. 
He  delighted  to  call  himself  a  farmer  and  derived  from  tlie 
cultivation  of  !ri<  en^ps  and  wool  not  only  consideral>le  profit 
but  continuous  pleasure.  In  the  evening  of  his  life,  tliero  was 
much  joy  reserved  for  him  in  his  social  and  family  life,  his 
huiTK^ir,   gallantry  and    extreme    respect    for   tlie   most   refined 
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amenities  of  society,  making  him  a  favorite  in  all  so'_^ial  gaihcr- 
ing.fi.  While  always  dignified  he  po^^sesHed  the  spirit  and 
ability  of  repartee,  and  was  skillful  in  intcrestitig  anecdote.  A 
charm  of  his  life  was  his  love  for  his  home  and  family,  in  wliich 
his  courtliness  and  affection  were  an  inspiration  to  the  circle  of 
his  household.  The  members  of  his  famil}^  were  his  wife,  a 
woman  of  tastes  so  similar  to  his  own  as  to  make  the  wedlock 
particularly  happy;  and  four  children,  viz:  Charles,  who 
married  Cornelia  Hogau  of  Albany,  and  later,  Harriet  Ely  of 
Waterloo,  and  was  for  some  lime  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  ;  lleury,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  George  Coggill  of  Xew  York,  and  was 
a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Sesslo'is  in  San  Francisco; 
both,  for  several  years  resided  in  tiiis  city;  two  daughters, 
Ann  Dole,  who  married  the  late  Fernando  Wood,  mayor  of 
New  York,  and  Caihci'ine,  v>dio  married  Major  W.  C.  Beardsley, 
now  living  in  this  city,  on  a  portion  of  her  father's  homestead 
projierty,  which  was  known  as  Rose  Lawn.  Judge  Richardsou 
died  at  his  family  home  full  of  years  and  honors,  in  the  year 
1853,  being  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 
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At  tlic  regular   monilil)'  niccti;ig  o^  the   Historical 
Socict)'  held  Jamuiry  [4,   1890: 
1j)-  Mr.  Seward  : 

RfsoIvt\\\  1  hat  the  next  pr.blication  of  tl'c  Society 
be  the  Kc-iord  of  Curreiit  J^rmfs,  urerjared  by  B.  B. 
Snow. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  INCORPORATION. 


We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  within  the 
County  of  Cayuga  and  State  of  New  York,  and  being  also  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  do  hereby  associate 
ourselves  and  form  a  corporation,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  State  of  Xcw  York,  known  as  chapter  3&7,  of  the  laws  of  1575,  as  amended 
by  chapter  53  of  the  laws  of  1676. 

The  name  by  which  such  corporation  shall  be  known  in  lav.-,  is  "  Thf. 
Cayuga  Couniy  Historical  Society." 

Said  corporation  is  formed  for  social,  literary  and  historical  purposes,  and 
the  particvlar  business  and  objects  thereof,  shall  be  the  discussion  of  f^eneral 
and  local  history,  and  the  discovery,  collection  and  preservation  of  the  histori- 
cal records  of  Cayuga  County,  aforesaid,  com.prising  books,  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets, maps  and  genealogies  ;  and  also  of  paintinjjs,  relics  and  any  articles  or 
materials  which  may  or  shall  illustrate  the  growth  or  progress  of  society,  relig- 
ion, education,  literature,  art,  science,  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  the  trades  and  professions  within  the  United  States,  and  especially  within 
the  County  of  Caj-uga,  and  State  of  N'esv  York. 

The  principal  oftice  and  place  of  business  of  said  Society,  shall  be  in  the  city 
of  Auburn,  Cayuj,a  County,  X.  Y. 

The  said  corporation  shall  be  managed  by  seven  trustees.  The  names  of 
said  trustees  for  the  first  year  of  ciislence  of  said  curpoiatlon,  are,  Benjamin 
B.  Snow,  Blanchard  P'osgate,  James  D.  Button,  Lev.is  E.  Carpenter,  David 
M.  Dunning,  John  H.  Osborne,  and  J.  Lewis  Grant,  all  i.f  .\uburn,  X.  "S". 

It  is  hereby  intended  to  corporate  an  association  heretofore  existing  under 
the  name  of  "  The  (^ayuga  County  Historical  Society,"  but  heretofore  unin- 
corporated. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  Inve  hereunto  set  cur  hands  and  seals,  the  'J3d  Jay 
of  January,  1S77. 

CH.\nLES  H.WVLKY,  [l.  ..]  HI.AXCII.ARD    FOSGATE,  [l.   s.] 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWARD,  [l.  -.)  jOHX  S.  CLARi:.  [l^  i.] 

JAMES   I).   BUTTON,  [t.  s.]  A.   \V.    LAWTOX,  [i--  s.J 

B.  B.  SXOW,  [l.  s.]  W.   D.   BALDWIX,  [l.  s.l 

F.   L.  GRISWOI.D,  [!..  s.  I  D.   M.  OSBOUXE,  [l.  s.J 

J.   H.  0>EORXE,  [l.  ;.]  OTIS  M.  ClODDARl',  [l.  <.] 


^/ 
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\V.  A.   EAKEK,  [l.  5. J  BYROX  C.  SMITH,  [l.  s.] 

D.   M.  DUNXIXG,  [i..  s.l  GEO.   K.   PECK,  [i  .  s.] 

L.  E.  CAKPEXTER,  [i..  s.]  JOHN   UNDERWCJOD,  [i..  s.J 

DEXXIS  R.  ALWARD.  [i..  s.]  CHAS.   A.   SMITIl.  [i..  s.] 

J.  \V.  DUXXIXG.  [l.  s.]  E.  S.  NEWTOX,  [i..  s.J 

U.  J.   KXAPP.  [i,.  s.]  J.  T.   M.  DAVIE,  [i.  s.] 

V.  G.  REARDSLEV.  [i..  s. j  JAS.  SEYMOUR,  Jr.,  [i..  s.] 

.   I,.   BRADLEY,  [l.  s.J  D.   H.  ARMSTROXG,  [r,.  s.] 

1  .  J.   REED,  [l.  s.]  GORTOX  \V.  Al.LEX.  [i,.  s.] 
^  \MUEL  \V.   DUFFIELD,  [l.  s.]        W.   II.  CARPEXTER,  [l.  s.] 

X.^l.SOX  K.   El. OREO,  [i..  s.]  F.  P.  TAPER,  [i..  s.] 

Statk  of  New  N'ork,    i 
Cayuga  County.  \ 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  1S77,  personally  appeared  before  nie,  a  Xotary 
Public,  in  and   for  said   county  :   Charles   Ilawley.  \\  illiani    H.    Seward,  James 

D.  Hatton,  lUanchard  Fosgate,  Benjamin  V<.  Snow,  John  S.  Clark,  Franklin 
I^.  Griswold,  John  II.  Osborne,  William  A.  Kaker,  David   .M.  Duuuir.^',  Lewis 

E.  Carpenter,  Dennis  R.  Alward.  Joseph  W.  Du}inin!j.  Horace  J.  Knapp, 
Alon-co  G.  P.earJsley,  Jr.,  Silas  L.  Bradley,  Charles  J.  Reed.  Nelson  B.  Eldred, 
David  M.  Osborne,  Otis  M.  Goddard,  Byron  C.  Smith,  Charles  A.  Smith, 
John  Underwood,  George  R.  Peck,  John  T.  M.  Davie,  James  Seymour,  Jr., 
David  H.  Armstrong,  FranI:  P.  Taber,  Ed.  S.  Xewton  and  A.  W.  Lawton,  to 
me  personally  knovvn  to  be  thirty  of  the  persons  described  in,  and  who  exe- 
cuted the  foregoing  instrument,  and  severally  acknowledged  that  they  executed 
the  same.  CHARLES  M.   BAKER, 

A'otary  Public.  Cayu^ii  Comity. 


Cavi.i;a  Col.ntv,  ss. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February,  1S77,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Samue!  W. 
Duflield,  Gorton  \V.  .Allen  and  William  II.  Carpenter,  to  me  known  to  be  three 
of  the  persons  described  in,  and  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and 
severally  .icknowledgcd  the  execution  thereof. 

CHARLES   M.   BAKER, 


1  he  undersigned,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  fo:  ihe  Seventh 
Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  hereby  consents  to  and  approves  (A 
the  tiling  of  the  foregoing  certilicate. 

Dated  Auburn,  X.  \  . .  February  c,  1S77. 

CHARLES  C.    mVlGHT. 
Jus.  Su..\  Ct.  -thJuJ.  Jji.t.  .s.   .\-.    y. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  lit'Tary  extrcises  of  the  thiiioenth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  vrere  held  upon  invitation  at  the  residence  of  the  Pie.-- 
ideut,  Gen.  \A'illiam  H.  Sewai'd,  on  the  ISth  day  of  Fel'ruary, 
1890. 

Papers  were  read  by-  Kev.  Prof.  \V.  J.  Bcechcr,  David  M. 
DiinDiug,  H.  P).  Snow  and  Pi-es"ident  Sew;ird,  after  which  the 
members  of  tiie  Society  and  their  friends  were  generously  enter- 
tained by  the  President  imd  Mrs.  Seward  with  characteristic 
hospitality. 
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A  SERIES  OF   PAPERS. 

Read  devorf  -jiie  C.wlga  Cov.stv  Histofical  Society, 

1877-78. 

BY  B.   B.  SNOW. 


LE  RAISON  D'ETRE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  MisLorical  Society,  held  April 
lo,  1S77. 

Resolved,  Thac    Mr.    Snov.-  be    invited    to  keep   a^ 
memorandum  of  the  local  events  oi  the  vicinity   for 
three   months,   and    read  the    same  monthly  tu  the 
Society. 
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AuBURX.  N.  Y..  April  11,  1877. 
J  y  Dear  Dr.  SchlKmann  : 

It  is  due  to  you  tbat  yovi  be  introducfd  to  the  Cayuga  County 
Historical  Society,  as  the  explorer  in  a  remote  future  age,  delv- 
ing among  the  ruins  of  a  long  forgotten  city,  whose  researches 
have  heen  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  this  document,  m 
deciphering  which,  yon  will,  I  fear,  gratify  a  curiositx'  rather 
than  reap  a  benefit. 

It  is  due  to  the  Society,'  to  say  to  you,  that  it  is  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  gathering  up  fragments  of  local  history,  of  the 
near,  or  remote  past,  and  preserving  them  for  tiie  curious  eye  of 
posterity,  and  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  the  writer  hereof  has 
been  designated  to  keep,  for  a  limited  period,  a  record  of  current 
events,  as  an  experiment  in  the  way  of  preserving  local  history. 
If  therefor  you  should  succeed  in  unearthing  no  document  of 
this  nature  of  a  date  subsequent  to  this,  you  may  rightly  infei' 
that  the  experiment  proved  a  failure. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that  this  doeumeiu  is  attemjited 
to  be  cxjH'essed  in  the  chirography  at  present  in  use  among  us 
as  a  people,  and  would  be  intelligible  to  the  average  expert  of 
our  day.  It  may  encourage  you  in  yoT;r  task  of  attempting  to 
decipher  it  to  know  tliat  we  of  the  present  day  are  striving  to 
interjiret  the  meaning  of  certain  hiei'i^glyphics  and  cuneiform 
inscriptions  which  have  come  to  us  from  an  age  as  distant  in  the 
past,  as  you  are  remote  from  as  in  the  future. 
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By  way  of  excuse   £oi-  the   meagre  amount  of  information  I 

vrbic-h  my  paper  contains,  I  may  state  that  our  field  of  labor  is  j 

limited  to  the  County  of  Cayuga,  which  is  reported  in  the  cen-  | 

sus  of  1575  as  having  a  population  of  61,213.     The  immediate  j 

scene  of  our  operations  is  the  city  of  Auburn,  which  by  the  | 

same  census  shows  a  population  of  18,359, — l,-42o  of  whom  arc  j 

todaj'  reported  as  inmates  of  a  penal  institution  located  here,  j 

known  as  the  State  Prison  at  Auliurn.     Our  sphere  of  observa-  | 

tion  being  so  limited,  I  fear  that  the  chief  variety  in  my  daily  I 

record  will  be  in  its  recital  of  weather  changes,  except  as  I  may  \ 

glean  an  item,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  outside  world.  « 

....  .  I 

Having  thus,  in  a  preliminary  way,  put  our.-elves  in  commun-  \ 

icfttion,  and,  as  I  trust,  established  a  pleasant  understanding,  I  ] 

proceed  to  the  task  whereunto  I  have  been  nominated.  \ 

Mj'  record   commences   with    Wednesday   the  11th    day  of  ] 

April  in  the  year  1S77  of  the  Christian  Era,  a  bright  cloudless  } 

day  whose  warm  .?unshinc  is  tempered  by  a  cool  air  from  the  i 

north.     Many  of  the  streets  are  quite  dusty  and  the  last  vestiges  -, 

of  the  winter's  ice  are  being  picked  up  and  carted  off  from  our  ■ 

main  street.     The  robins  and  bluebirds  have  been  for  some  days  | 

our  guests,  and  vegetation  shows  the  ne;ir  approach  of  spring.  j 

The  assessors  have  commenced  their  annual  round  and  bask  in  j 

the  sunshine  at  our  front  gates,  ruminating  upon  the  value  of  ! 

our  earthly  possessions  as  compared  with  last  year.     The  street-  | 

sprinkler  today  assumes  its  office  for  the  season  and  trae  to  its  j 

well  known  propensitj'  scatteis  most  water  where  least  is  needed,  • 

— on  the  cross-walks.     The  event  of  the  morning  is  the  definite  ; 

announcement  that  Noah  P.  Clark.  Esq.,  Las  been  appointed  I 

Postmaster  of  the  city,  an  announcement  which  had  been  pre-  ; 
viously  rnnde,  but  which  began  to  be  regarded  with  distrust  by 

many,  for  the  reason  that  the  appointment  had  been  for  some  ■ 

cause  or  other  held  in  abeyance.  '. 

The  report  reaches  us  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  burning  of  the  ' 

Southern  Ilotel  at  St.  Louis  early  tliis  morning,  whereby  several  | 

lives  were  lost.  ; 
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A  Baseball  Association  is  organized  in  the  evening  with  Mr. 
Charles  P.  Burr  as  President,  preparatory  to  a  series  of  the 
National  game  during  the  coming  season. 

"Wednesday,  April  12th.  Today  is  the  twin  of  yesterday, 
bright,  cool  and  beautiful,  the  temperature  slightly  lovrer  and 
the  north  wind  somewhat  more  vigorous. 

The  "  first  shad  of  the  season  "  in  our  local  market  is  reported 
today.  Potatoes  are  quoted  at  $1.50  per  bushel  which  is 
high  for  potatoes.  The  fact  should  rend  the  bosom  of  the 
potato-bug  with  remorse. 

A  farmer  from  one  of  the  southern  towns  reports  that  farmers 
are  sowing  spring  wheat  along  the  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake. 
Picports  are  also  current  of  the  disastrous  efiects  of  the  dry 
weather  and  frosty  nights  upon  winter  wheat  It  is  hoped  how- 
ever that  a  partial  crop  will  be  secured  from  the  lowlands,  if  the 
rust  and  the  weevil  shall  not  prove  too  destructive. 

Friday,  April  13tL  Another  bright  day,  calmer  and  some- 
what milder  than  3-e5terday,  succeeds  a  frosty  night.  This  is 
the  seventh  successive  unclouded  day. 

Mrs.  i^lice  B.  Beardsley,  relict  of  Hon.  John  Beardsley,  rnd 
the  mother  of  Xelson,  Alonzo  G.,  and  "Wm.  C.  Beardsley,  died 
in  this  city,  this  morning  aged  91  years. 

Rev.  J.  W,  DufSeld,  who  has  for  some  months  past,  officiated 
as  pastor  of  the  Central  Presbj'terian  Church,  was  last  evening 
extended  a  call  to  the  pastorate  by  tiie  eongr-^aation. 

The  public  schools  close  for  a  vacation  of  two  weeics.  The 
Eev.  George  J.  (or  George  TV.)Mingins  of  sonic  note  a.^  an  evan- 
gelist, lectured  on  Temperance  atthe  Opera  Hou.^ie  in  the  evening. 
The  admission  fee  of  twenty-five  cents,  doubtless  operated  to  limit 
the  extensive  diffusion  of  the  important  truths  presented. 

Saturday,  April  1-lth.  Still  another  bright  day.  E.\.tensive 
fires  are  reported  as  raging  in  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of 
Roundout,  Ulster  County,  while   snow  is  reported  '•  two  feet 


22  HF.CORli    Of    CL'KKENT    KVKNTS    FOR    APKIL. 

deep  "  in  Delaware  County,  the  result  of  recent  snow  storms. 
Ee"poits  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  speak  of  the  continuous  rains  as 
interfering  with  planting. 

Mr.  D.  if.  OsVjorne  returned  today  from  a  brief  trip  to  Europe. 

A  fine  display  of  Aurora  Borealis  occurred  in  the  evening. 

Sunday,  April  loth.  A  calm,  bright  day  of  sunshine  with 
light  fleecy  clouds  in  the  early  afternoon.  The  merest  toy  of  a 
new  moon  was  penciled  in  the  blue  of  the  western  sky  in  the 
early  evening. 

Monday,  April,  16th.  The  sun  rose  to  an  unclouded  sky 
this  morning  (as  I  am  informed)  with  the  wind  from  the  south. 
A  curtain  of  light  clouds  soon  intervened,  indicating  a  disposi- 
tion to  rain.  The  clouds  thickened  as  the  day  wore  on,  and  in 
the  afternoon  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  northwest,  a  seo-e 
of  diminutive  rain-drops  fell,  and  that  was  all. 

The  body  of  Mr.  George  L.  Thompson,  who  was  m3'steriousl3- 
lost  overboard  from  the  steamer  Frontenac  in  Cayuga  Lake  on 
the  27th  of  October  last,  was  discovered  floating  in  the  lake 
yesterday  near  Union  Springs  by  a  Mrs.  Whittlesej',  who 
receives  the  promi.sed  reward  of  $100  for  the  recoveiy  of  the 
body.  The  Common  Council  met  in  the  evening  but  transacted- 
no  important  business. 

A  party  of  nineteen  adventurers  started  from  this  city  today 
to  settle  at  Dallas,  Dallas  County,  Texas. 

TcESDAY.  April  17th.  Another  bright,  v,-arm  day.  A  few 
clouds  skirmish  ai'ound  the  horizon  but  keep  a  safe  distance 
from  the  sun. 

The  long  e.xpected  Tweed  disclosures  are  reported  today. 
Cayuga  County  attains  some  notori  iv  thereby,  as  the  Senator 
from  this  di-:tri('t  heads  the  list  of  nose  who  are  charged  with 
yielding  to  the  persuasiveness  of  t  le  "  Boss's  ''  ducat.s.  One  of 
the  evening  papers  contains  an  account  of  a  violent  assault, 
with  supposed  intent  to  rob  Mr.  John  Elliott  of  this  city,  at  the 
Aurelius  station,  on  the  Central  railroad  last  evening. 
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Wednesday,  April  18th.  The  clouds  gathered  courage 
during  the  night  and  took  full  possession  of  the  sky  vvhieh  they 
hold  today.  A  light  rain  commenced  about  noon,  coutinuing 
at  intervals  until  four  o'clock  when  it  set  in  steadily  and  con- 
tinued during  the  night. 

Senator  Woodin  fully  and  vigoroush-  denied  in  the  Senate 
last  evening,  the  charges  in  Tweed's  disclosures  so  far  as  related 

o  himself,  and  asked  for  a  committee  of  investigation,  which 

vas  accorded  him. 
A  grand  regimental  ball  under  the  au.spiees  of  the  -iyth  Kegi- 

aent,  was  given  at  the  Armory  in  the  evening.  The  first  frog 
of  the  season  is  heard  tonight.  There  is  a  rare  and  peculiar 
odor  of  spring  in  this  peep  and  purl  of  the  first  frog,  if  sound 
may  be  properly  said  to  convey  an  odor.  It  comes  itnexpect- 
edly  and  still  not  a  surp.'ije,  in  the  early  shade  of  some  evening, 
when  you  feel  in  the  air  the  warmth  of  renewing  life.  Then 
from  the  swamps  and  lowlands  arises  the  loud,  clear  trill  of  this 
green-jacketed  batrachlan,  not  sharp,  nor  shrill,  nor  varied,  but 
homophonous  and  prolonged  as  if  he  had  done  nothing  during 
the  long  sleep  of  winter,  but  compress  air  into  his  limited  reser- 
voir, to  pour  forth  in  a  madrigal,  just  before  the  first  warm 
spring  shower.  It  arouses  boyhood  memories  of  the  stories  we 
read,  of  •'The  Boy  and  the  Frogs,"  with  the  captivating  wood- 
cut accompanying,  all  which  incited  unmistakable  tinglings  of 
conscience,  for  what  vrell  regulated  boy  ever  withstood  the  temp- 
tation of  poking  stones  at  a  frog ;  of  supei'^titions  entertained, 
that  "  the  cow  would  give  blood\-  milk  "  ii  we  killed  a  frog, 
while  drivin  •  her  from  the  pasture  ;  of  ih.e  fable  of  the  frogs 
who  wanted  king :  and  the  like.  The  engagement  of  the 
minstrel  is  for  ■.  few  days  only,  however.  I  mistrust  that  he  is 
at  thi.^  season  o.'  the  year,  a  minnesinger,  and  pours  his  canticle 
into  the  not  unwilling  car  of  some  demure,  large  eyed  maiden 
frog,  who  wooed  and  won,  the  cares  of  domestic  life  leave  little 
time  for.  and  possibly  repress  the  inclination  to  indulge  in  the 
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pastimes  of  his  buoyant  celibacy.     Much  more  might  be  said  \ 

about  the  frog,  but  I  forbear.     E.Kten.'?ive  fires  are-  repjorted  in  j 

the  wooils  near  Scrnnton,  Pa.  S 

TiiUR.SDAY,  April  19th.     Still  raining,  which  interferes  with  i 

plowing  and  getting  in  spring  crops.     It  helps  grass  wonderfully'  ? 

however  and  we  console  ourselves  with  the  reflection  that  if  the  j 

wheat  crop  fail,  and  bread  be  scarce,  we  shall  have  plenty  of  i 

butter.     The  rain  abated  about  noon,  but  a  little  after  ten  in  j 

the  evening  a  short,  shari^  thunder  shov^er  came  over  fiorn  the  j 

oil  j 

southv;est — the  first  of  the  season.  } 

Eev.  Henry  "Ward  Beechei'  lectured  to  a  large  audience  at  \ 

the    Opera  House  in  the  evening,  under  the  auspices  of   the  ] 

Grand   Army  of  the    Eepublic.     Subject,   "  The   Ministry  of  « 

We.alth."      "  '  i 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was  held  in  the  'i 

evening  to  designate  polling  places  for  the  approaching  election  \ 

of  School  Commissioner^.  \ 

Fkiday,  /Vpril  »^Olli.     A  considerable  fog  in  the  morning,  cool,  ?! 

with  a  misty  rain.     The  day  continued  cloudy  with  low  temper-  j 

ature,  the  thermometer  standing  at  -i-i  at  4  P.  M.  1 

Chester  Fanning  an  old  residr-nt  of  this  city  died  today  aged  • 

84  yeav^.  '  | 

The  President  issues   the  order  foi-   the  removal    of  United  i 

States  troops  from  Xe-.v  Orleans  on  Tuesday  next  at  12  M.  i 

SxTvt.DAY.  April  21st.     Cooler  and  more   unpleasant  than  ■ 

vesterday.     Thermometer  40".     A  dull  rain  from  the  northwest  ; 
with  an  oc'  '.sional  snowflake  .'iiiing  thi-ough,  prevails,  instead  of 
tlie  ••  warmc  ■  aud  pleasant "  which  the  indications  predict  for 
the  "lower  la  ^e  region."     The  ol.juds  break  av.-a}'  about  uoon, 
the  temperature  ri«es  ;ind  the  dav  shades  ofi'  into  a  cloudless, 

.-Cirlit  evening.  ■' 

In  the  absence  of  any  local  events  of  importance,  it  may  be 

proper  to    mention  the  fact    that  well    founded  rumors  of  an  ■ 
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impending  war  between  Eussia  and  Turkey  have  caused  a 
material  advance  in  brcndstuiis.  Oswego  reports  an  advance 
of  S2.00  per  barrel  in  flour.  It  is  quoted  in  this  city  at  SI  1.00 
with  a  rising  tendency.  Tiiree  comets  are  reported  by  astrono- 
mers as  visible  at  present. 

Mr.  Tweed  declined  to  resj'ond  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Woodm 
investigating  committee.  He  seems  disposed  to  pi'cserve  an 
i  rmed  neutrality  in  the  pending  controversy. 

Sunday,  April  22nd.  A  warm  cloudless  day.  Corydon  H. 
}  erriman,  for  man}'  years  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Auburn,  and 
s;  ice  the  decease  of  James  S.  Seymour,  president  thereof,  died 
today,  at  Cauandaigua,  of  disease  of  the  he.irt,  aged  69  years. 
Mr.  Merriman  had  been  at  Oanandaigua  for  some  months  under 
treatment  for  an  affection  of  the  brain. 

MoN'DAY,  April  2Srd.  Anoihei  b.'-ight  warm  daj'.  The  flags 
are  flying  in  commemoration  of  St.  George's  day.  The  St. 
George's  Society  parade  in  the  afternoon  and  have  a  social  gath- 
ering in  the  evening.  The  Common  Council  meet  in  the  even- 
ing and  discuss  the  Aurelius  Avenue  Bridge. 

Daniel  Dean,  a  pauper  from  Moravia,  at  the  County  poor- 
house  committed  suicide  by  hanging.  Cause,  financial  embar- 
rassment 

Tuesday,  April  24.  A  bright  warm  morning,  but  cooler  and 
cloud}'  in  the  afternoon  with  rain  from  the  northwest. 

Eussia  todry  formally  declared  war  againsi  Turkey  and  com- 
menced advancing  troops  into  Eoumania, 

In  accordance  witij  the  President's  oider  the  United  States 
foops  in  New  Orleans  were  today  returned  to  their  barrack.*. 

"rr.NESDAY,  Apnl  2."ilii.  A  Cf.ol,  clear  day.  The  funeral 
of  Ml.  C.  H.  ^rerriman  was  largely  attended  at  th''  Fir-t  Pre.< 
byterian  Church.  Eev.  Dr.  Hawley  ofiiciating. 

A  mass  Temperance  meeting  was  held  at  the  Court  House  in 
the  evening,  at  which  a  permanent  organization  was  effected. 
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TiU'KSDAY,  April  26tli.     A  bright  day  but  with  cool  north  J 

wind.     No  event  of  interest  has  coine  to  my  notice  today.  i 

Friday,  April  27th.     The  sky  is  slightly  overcast  today  bat  } 

the  air  is  milder.     A  wayward  sister  named  Jennie  A.  Oliu  alias  | 

Belle  Stoddard,  aged  18,  residing  on  Xelsou  street,  committed  j 

suicide  in  the  evening  by  shooting  herself,  incited  thereto  by  | 

the  failuie  of  one  Charles  Johnson  to  reciprocate  her  attachment  | 

State  Commander  General  James  Tanner,  G-.  A.  K.,  lectured  I 

at  the  Opera  House,  under  the  auspices  of  Seward  Post,  for  the  I 

benefit   of   the    Bath   Soldiers'    Home,    subject  "True   Blue."  I 

About  $300  was  i-ealized.  j 

S.VTUKDAY,  April  28th. — Eainy  much  of  the  day.     A  heavy  i 

shower  from  the  south  iu  the  evening  accompanied  with  a  high  .* 

wind.     The  announcement  is  made  that  the  Eev.  Charles  Haw-  | 

ley,  D.  D.,  of  this  city,  has  been  selected  as  a  delegate  to  the  1 

Presbyterian  council  appointed  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  Scot-  | 

land  during  the  approaching  summer.  | 

Three  lunatics  scaled  the  wall  and  escaped  from  the  Prison  j 

Asylum  in  the  afternoon.  | 

Sunday,  April  29th. — Warmer  with  alternate  sunshine  and  | 

shadow.     St     Mary's   church    (Catliolic)  on    Clark  street  was  | 

dedicated  today.     Bishop  ilcQuaid  of  Rochester  conducted  the  ■« 

ceremonies,  assisted  by  Bishops  Lynch  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  and  i 

Ryan  of  ButYalo.     Bishop  Lynch  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  ; 

Tlie  village  of  Canajoharie  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire  early  \ 

in  the  morning.     By  the  falling  of  the  walls  ot  the  burning  Nov-  '. 

elty  works  building,  this  morning,  at  Montreal,  Canada,  nine  i 

fireman  were  killed  and  ten  seriously  injured.     Ex-Senator  Wm.  ; 

Gannaway  Brownlow.  familiarly  known  as  Parson  Brownlow 
died  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  aged  72.  ' 

Monday,  April  30th.  — Slightly    cloudy   and   cool.     A   lire 
started  in  the  basement  of  a  store  in  the  Aubui'u  House  block,  ' 

earlv  in  the  moruins  which  was  extinguished  with  little  damage.  '■ 
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Two  of  the  lunatic  convicts  who  escaped  Saturday  wore  cap- 
tured and  retunied  to  the  Asylum  this  morning. 

The  ]iubiic  school?  re-opened  after  a  tsvo  weeks  vacation. 

Tuesday,  May  1st — A  cold  sour  May  day,  witli  slight  snow 
in  tiio  early  morning.     Thermometer  42". 

Oiliee  of  the  Board  of  Education  removed  from  tlie  Seward 
Block  to  the  High  School  building.  The  National  Exchange 
Bank  removed  from  the  Colonnade  Block  to  the  Auburn  Savings 
Bank  Building.  Postmaster  Clark  assumes  the  duties  of  his 
position  designating  Mr.  H.  B.  Gilbert  as  assistant.  A  party  of 
ten  left  for  the  Black  Hills  in  search  of  Gold. 

The  Chief  of  Police  reports  51  arrests  for  the  month  of  April, 
40  of  which  v.-ere  for  drunkenness.  243  tramps  v.-ere  afl'orded 
lodging  in  .the  station  house  during  the  month,  a  fact  not  so 
much  due  to  the  excellence  of  the  accommodations,  as  to  the 
indiffcrenee  of  the  tramp  in  view  of  his  necessities. 

Orrin  Kughitt,  formerly  resident  of  this  city,  and  father  of 
Judge  "Wm.  E.  Hughitt,  died  of  paraly.sis  at  Dryden,  aged  72 
years. 

Wedxesday,  May  2nd. — Cold  and  windy  with  alternate  cloud 
and  sunshine,  thermometer  ranging  from  44"  to  52o  falling  in 
the  evening,  followed  b}'  a  sharp  freeze  during  the  night.  A 
tine  diaplaj-  of  Aurora  was  visible  in  the  evening  extending  al 
times  far  beyond  the  zenith.  The  first  hand-organ  of  the  season 
pours  forth  its  feeble  and  broken  strain  upon  the  ear  of  the  way- 
farer today.  I  notice  that  the  hand-organ  delays  its  advent  since 
the  decease  and  exodus  of  our  local  artists  in  that  line.  Time 
was,  when  even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  the  "'  Irish  Wash-^i  woman  " 
and  kindred  melodies  were  ground  out  to  regale  tlie  listening- 
ear.       T'liqr.'iO  inUtOiitVr. 

Thl'K.SDaY,  May  ord. — Cold,  clear  and  dry  witli  somewhat  of 
wind  from  the  northwest.  The  dwelling  house  of  John  Swait. 
117  West  YanAnden  street  was  partially  destroyed  by  tire  early 
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in  the   morning,  supposed  to  be   the  work  of   an  incendiary.  | 

The  first  harp  of  the  season  responded  to  the  teach  of  a  svrarth}'  i 

Itahan  upon  our  streets  today.  .» 

Friday,  May  -ith.- — The  sky  is  overcn.st  in  the  morning,  a  sHght  | 

rain  having  fallen  during  the  night     A  dry  brisk  wind  from  | 

the  northwest  soon  arose  sweeping  the  clouds  av.-a}',  and  a  bleak, 
dasty  day  followed.  The  Texas  excursionists,  of  whom  mention 
was  made  some  days  since,  are,  one  by  one  returning,  content 
to  endure  Auburn  for  a  time  longer. 

Saturday,  May  oth. — The  wind  still  holds  in  a  cold  cjuar- 

ter.     It  seems  to  be  cociuettiug  with  May,  coyly  edging  around  | 

towards  tlie  warm  south,  until  it  reaches  due  west,  when  it  trips  ? 

away  back  to  the  northeast  and  again  to  the  northwest  dallying  i 

with  the  currents  from  the  fro-^en  lakes  of  the  north ;  it  visits  us  i 

dry  and  cool,  sadly  trying  our  patient  waiting  for  winter  to  leave  ' 

the  lap  of  spring.  \ 

The  Seymour  Library  as.socifttion  held  its  first  annual  meeting  I 

since  its  organization  today.  J 

The  President  issues  a  proclamation  for  an  extra  ser-sion  of  I 

congress,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October  next  5 

A  decline  of  one  dollar  per  ton  in  tlie  retail  price  of  coal  is  | 

advertised  today  to  take  efi'ect  Monday.     This  makes  the  price  | 

of  stove  coal  five  dollars  ];er  ton  which  is  said  to  be  the  lowest  2 

figure  reached  in  our  local  market  for  twentv  years.     I  notice  \ 

sweet  potatoes  in  market  today  lor  the  first  time  this  season.  \ 

Sunday,  May  5th. — Still  the  same  ciall,  dry  wind  cooling  = 

the  warmth  of  the  sunshine.     The  trees  seem  to  be  h  Iding  back  ; 

their  foliage  preparatory  to  a  sharp  ■•  .<purt  "  v\'hen  the  proper  ; 

time  comes.     The  elms,  willows,  maples  and  a  few  coniferou.s  ; 

trees  are  in  blossom,  while  the  horse-chestnut  can  scarcely  clench  \ 

its  impatient  leaves  tight  enough  to  conceal  the  wealth  of  ver-  \ 

dure  which  the  brown  buds  enclose.     Besides  the  earlier  spring  ' 

birds  the  fussy  little  chatterbox,  the  wren,  today  is  with  us,  and  ] 
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t'ni?  morning  1  saw  for  the  first  a  stranger  to  me — a  bird  about 
■•is  large  as  the  song  sparrow,  evidently  purely  inscctiverous,  of 
a  bluish  brown  plumage  as  to  its  neck  and  back,  with  yellow 
spots  on  the  back  of  its  head,  at  the  outer  base  of  its  wings,  and 
at  the  base  of  the  tail.  I  queried  whether  it  might  not  be  some 
familiar  friend  who  had  disguised  himself  by  donning  the  yellow 
spots,  in  deference  to  the  prevailing  fashionable  partiality  for 
yellow  decoration.  I  notice  the  re-appearance  within  the  past 
few  days  of  the  little  yellowish  fly,  whose  progeny  is  so  destruc- 
tive to  the  currant  and  gooseberry  foliage,  searching  diligently 
for  a  leaf  upon  which  to  deposit  its  eggs.  The  gooseberry  is 
sufficient]}-  advanced  for  his  purposes  but  the  currant  baffles 
him.  An  occasional  white  butterfly,  whose  larva?-  are  so 
destructive  to  our  cabbage  and  cauliflov/er,  is  also  to  be  seen 
wabbling  around  over  flowering  hyacinths,  etc.,  and  even  the 
stolid  potato-bug  is  said  to  be  massing  his  forces  for  a  vigorous 
summer  campaign. 

Monday,  May  7th. — Ambitious  sweet  corn  was  severely 
rebuked  by  the  frost  last  night,  but  the  Sunday  evening  wooing 
of  May  with  the  north  wind  won  it  around  to  the  west  and  the 
morning  opens  clear  and  milder.  The  first  swallow"  of  the  sea- 
son flits  through  the  air  this  morning  with  its  feeble  chirp,  and 
dandelions  in  bloom  for  the  first,  today  enliven  sunny  slopes. 
A  local  paper  reports  cherry  trees  in  blossom  but  I  am  unable 
to  verify  th.e  report  after  careful  search.  The  Commencement 
exercises  of  the  Theological  seminary  occur  thi.s  week  opening 
with  the  examinations  today.  The  May  Circuit  Court  com- 
menced its  sesfiou  this  morning,  with  Justice  George  W.  T-Jaw- 
son  presiding. 

The  Common  Council  met  in  the  evening  and  discussed  learn- 
edly and  long  t'le  Aurelius  Avenue  bridge  and  a  new  engine 
house  for  ■•  Uu^c  (\."  and  other  matters  of  minor  importance. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Seymour  Library  associa- 
tion Judge  C.  C.  Dwight  v/as  elected  President  of  the  association 
for  the  ensuing  vear. 
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TL'ESDAy.  Mfij-  8th.— The  morning  opens  v.^ith  the  wind  du^  \ 

east,  the  sky  slightly  overcast  and  indication.-:  of  rain  af  no  dr~-  I 

tant  day.     The  canal  opens  today  by  official  appointmenl.     The  | 

first  profe.■^sloual  base  ball  game  of  the  season  took  place  between  S 

the  Crickets  of  Binghamton  and  the  new  Auburn  club  at  Seward  I 

Avenue  park  recalling  in  a  score  of  fi  to  2  in  favor  of  the  \d,^it-  '2 

ing  club.  I 

The  wind  held  steadily  in  the  east  most  of  the  day,  but  veered  '  j 

round  to  the  north  towards  sunset  with  stronger  indications  of  I 

rain.     The  Eov.  T.  J.  Duiyea,  D.  U,  of  ]^rooklyn  addressed  the  I 

society  of  ]nia.-:ionary  inquiry  at  the  First  Presbyterian  church  \ 

m  the  eveqiiig  in  connection  with  the   Tiieological  Seminary  1 

commencement  exercises.                                                               '  i 

The   Cayuga    County    Historical    Society    held    its   regular  \ 

monthly  meeting  in  the  evening.     The  paper  announced  from  f 

Dr.  Biiggs  was  postponed  until  the  next  regular  meeting.  | 

And  here  My  Dear  Doctor,  ends  my  mingled  web  of  fact  and  | 

fancy  for  the  month.     If  the  period  had*  been  more  fruitful  of  I 

incident,  I  should  have  indulged  less  freely  in  fancy  and  my  1 

record  would  have  possessed  more  of  sober  historical  dignity.  i 

So  regretting  the  barrenness  of  my  history,  I  apologize  for  the  \ 

fruitfulness  of  my  fancy.                                               ^  f 

Very  truly  Yours,  | 

B.  B.  SXOW,  i 

Historiographer.  \ 
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AuBUEX,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1877. 
My  Dear  Dr.  SchUernann  : 

It  was  with  no  little  trepiclatioTi,  that  I  presented  to  our 
Historical  Society  last  evening,  the  record  of  our  first  month's 
history,  which  I  had  prepared  for  your  reading.  The  familiar 
relations  which  I  felt  established  between  you  and  myself,  led 
me  into  a  freedom  of  expression,  which  T  fear  bordered  upon 
garrulousness,  and  did  not  well  comport  with  the  society's  idea 
of  a  sober  hisiorical  narrative.  Still  as  no  severe  criticism  v.'as 
openly  expressed,  I  venture  to  resume  my  record  for  the  coming 
month-  The  sugcr'estion  was  made  that  a  record  of  the  temper- 
ature for  each  day  be  embo'.licd  in  the  report,  a  suggestion  of 
M^hich  I  gladly  avail  myself,  as  it  will  afi'ord  me  at  least  one 
item  of  news  for  each  day,  without  any  considerable  eli'ort  at 
research.  For  the  future  then  the  state  of  the  temperature  for 
each  day  at  one  o'clock  r.  M.  will  be  given. 

The  morning  cipens  with  the  wind  in  the  northeast,  and  v/itli 
a  slight  hr''e.  1  notice  the  presence  of  martins  for  the  first 
this  morning,  but  they  probabl}'  came  a  day  or  two  earlier. 
Gov.  Kubinson  yesterday  vetoed  the  act  conferring  upon  wonien 
tlie  privilege  of  s('r\ing  as  school  officers.  Thermometer  5S'  at 
1  p.  .^r.  A  bi'isk  cnol  north  wind  in  the  afternoon  and  quite 
dust}'.  Fears  are  exjiressed  for  the  safety  of  the  steamshij) 
"  Cit\-  of  Brussels,"  which  sailed  from  New  York,  April  21, 
and    has  not    since  been    heard    from.     The   County    Medical 


y>'2  RF.COKll    OF    CL'KRENT    EVENTS    FUK    MAY. 

I 

Society  met  at  the  Court  Hou<e.     An  explosion  of  coal  damp  \ 

in  the    Wadesville  mine  near  Pottsville,  J-'a.,  resulted    in  the  ;] 

death  of  seven  miners.     Prof.  Gardner,  the  soap  man,  addressed  -j 

a  large  audience  at  the  Court  House  in  the  evening,  on  Temper-  ^ 

ance,  and  in  the  commencement  exercises  of   the  Theological  3 

Seminary,    Prof.    E.  B.  Welch    addressed    the   society-  of   the  | 

Alumni  at  the  First  Church.  | 

Thuksday,  May    10. — Cloud}',    wind  north,    with    a    slight  | 

sprinkle  in  the  morning.     Thermometer,  4o°  at  i  P.  M.     The  | 

larva;  of  the  currant  fly  begin  to  show  ravages  on  gooseberry  ", 

leaves.     The   Woodin  Investigating   committee    present   then-  > 

report,    completely  exhoncrating  Mr.  Woodin  from  any  com-  | 

plicity  vrith  Tweed's  crookedness,  closing  with  the  statement  ] 

that  the  charges  not  only  failed  to  be  substantiated  but  were  dis-  | 

proved   by  the   evidence.     The   Senate  unanimously  adopted  | 

the  report.  | 

Tire  Philadelphia  permanent  exhibition  in  the  main  buildmg  | 

of  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  opened  today.     The  exercises  of  S 

the  graduating  class  of  the  Theological  Seminary  took  place  in  i 

the  evening,  the  graduates  numbering  fifteen.  ] 

Rheumatic  pains  meander  through  sensitive  limbs  and  pctu-  ' 

lant  molars  try  the  patience  of  their  much  enduring  possessors,  | 

indicating  that  we  are  within  the  neuralgic  radius  of  a  storm.  ] 

Friday,  May  11. — Although  the  wind  continues  north-west  | 

and  the  sky  is  overcast,  the  weather  shows  a  disposition  to  con-  .i 

ciliate.     Thermometer  56"  at    1  p.  -M.     W.  B.  Lynch,  late  of  '', 

Auburn,  is  reported  to  have  been  drowned  by  the  upsetting  of  ; 

a  boat  at  Lakeville,  Iowa,  on  the  6th  inst.     The  walls  of  a  new  ' 

Court  House  in  process  of  erection  at  Rockford.  111.,  fell  toda\', 
killing  twelve  workmen  and  wounding  several  more.  ; 

Baseball  interest  today  centers  in  a  game  between  the  Live 
Oaks  of  Ijjnn  and  the  Auburn  Club,  the  latter  scoring  one  run 
and  the  visiting  club  three. 
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TLie  Trustees  of  the  Seymour  Library  Association,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  evening,  selected  Miss  Martha  A.  Bullard  for 
Librarian.  I  notice  the  magnolia  (white)  in  bloom  today  for 
the  first  time  this  season. 

S-VTL'KDAY.  May  12. — Clear  and  warmer  with  the  wind  from 
tlie  west.  ]  notice  this  morning  the  first  appearance  of  the  little 
greenish  yellow  bird,  which  is  such  an  adept  in  picking  the 
insects  and  worms  from  the  under  side  of  leaves.  I  do  not 
know  its  name.  Also  another  bird,  a  stranger  to  me,  in  shape 
and  plumage  much  like  the  cat  bird,  but  much  .smaller.  Ther- 
mornenter  68",  cherry  trees,  currant  and  gooseberry  bushe.s  are 
slowly  straggling  into  bloom.  The  Aub.ini  nine  scored  three 
runs  to  five  for  the  Live  Oaks,  ^-^.t  the  convention  for  the 
nomination  of  School  Commissioners  held  in  the  evening, 
Messre  Da\'ie,  Perry,  Moses  and  Trowbridge  were  nomicatcd. 

Sunday,  May  13. — Wind  west,  and  clear  in  the  morning, 
followed  by  scattered  clouds  and  north  wind  at  noon,  and  a 
slight  haxe  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Theimometer  67". 
Chimney  swallows  first  appeared  this  morumg,  and  I  notice 
the  apple  tree  worm  spinning  its  web  preparatoiy  to  a  raid  upon 
the  3'et  unopened  leaf. 

Edwin  E.  Gridley  died  today,  aged  61  years.  He  was  a  genial 
man.  a  '•  fello^v  of  intinitc  jest,'"  but  his  life's  aflcrnooTi  lay  more 
in  shadow  than  in  sunshine. 

Monday,  May  1-llh. — Wind  ^outli  workin;;  around  to  the 
west  at  noon.  Tlicrmomctor  7t)'.  Drv,  warm  and  slightly 
hazy.  The  steamship.  City  of  Brussels  is  heard  from  today, 
woiiving  her  way  across  the  Alantic  under  sail,  having  broJcen 
her  shaft  when  two  days  out  from  New  'i^ork.  The  Bob-o-liuk 
comes  today.  A  ]\ew  England  poet  announces  his  coming 
there  in  June  thus, 

Sunshine,  winded  and  voircd. 
Gladness  of  woods,  skies,  waiers,  .lil  in  one. 
The  Bob-o-link  has  come. 
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In  base  base  ball,  the  Allcghenies  of  Pittsburgh  score  seven 
to  two  for  the  Auburn  club.  A  sleepy  looking  new  moon  lay 
cradled  in  the  haze  of  the  west  in  the  early  evening.  Another 
\7ayward  sister  named  Cora  Arnold,  aged  17  years  sought  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  by  taking  laudanum.  She  was 
restored  by  the  timely  resort  to  electricity. 

Tuesday,  May  loth. — Wind  south,  and  hazy.  The  cherry 
trees  are  in  full  bloom,  and  of  course  the  Oriole  comes.  The 
Oriole  makes  no  mistakes.  The  other  spring  birds,  in  their  zeal 
to  secure  eligible  sites  for  nesting  or  other  cause,  not  unfrequently 
have  occasion  to  regret  their  early  advent,  sleeping  cold  o'nights 
and  hungering  because  of  the  snow  covered  ground.  But  the 
Oriole  watches  his  season.  lie  waits  till  the  cherry  "  dressed 
for  bridal  "  shall  welcome  him,  and  some  warm  May  morning, 
vrafted  upon  the  balmy  south  wind,  he  bursts  upon  us  with  his 
loud  clear  notes,  "  a  glance  of  summer  fire,"  and  then  we  may 
by  assured  that  spring  has  come.  His  advent  is  as  distinctive 
as  that  of  the  first  thunder  shower,  and  no  matter  what  rumors 
may  prevail  as  to  his  having  been  seen  by  careless  observers, 
you  will  always  find  the  blossoming  of  the  cherrj"  tree  and  the 
coming  of  the  Oriole  to  be  co-incident  lie  is  seven  davs  later 
this  year  than  last 

The  election  of  school  eomissioners  oceured  today,  Messrs 
Davie,  Moses  and  Perry  being  the  successful  candidates.  Ther- 
mometer 77°,  the  wind  varying  during  the  day  from  south  to 
northwest  and  back.  New  potatoes,  said  to  be  from  Bermuda, 
and  green  peas  are  in  market,  each  commanding  one  dollrsr  per 
peck.  Extensive  fires  are  reported  in  the  woods  of  Clinton 
county,  in  Canada  and  in  Ma.ssaehusctts.  In  the  evening  the 
tirst  mosquito  of  tlie  season  drones  its  monotonous  luiin  al>ui't 
my  ears,  as  I  sit  reading,  and  a  June  bug  attracted  by  rny  li;rht, 
blunders  through  the  open  window,  bumps  around  against  the 
ceiling,  rattles  down  the  wall  to  the  floor,  rests  a  moment,  then 
gathers  himsjlf  and  whirs  straight  for  mv  liilht.     After  sever.al 
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iuefEectual  efiorts,  I  succeed  in  bringing  him  to  the  fioor  with 
in  J  folded  ne^v?j'aper,  when  I  gather  him  up  and  throw  him  out 
through  the  window.  A  June  bug  is  always  an  object  of  special 
interest  in  church,  during  the  evening  service,  more  particularly 
to  the  younger  portion  of  the  congregation,  and  I  have  noticed 
that  the  ofl'iciating  clergyman  is  not  always  quite  at  ease  when 
the  visitor  approaches  his  domain.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to 
have  devoted  so  much  space  to  these  insects,  neither  of  them 
being  historical,  and  so  far  as  ray  reading  extends  not  mentioned 
either  in  sacred  or  profane  history,  for  which  reason,  however. 
I  may  be  [lardoned  for  imjxiling  them  upon  this  jiage. 

Wednesday.  May  IKth. — A  .flight  sprinkle  of  rain  last 
evening,  and  this  morning  the  wind  is  northwest,  cloudy,  but 
warm,  and  a  muggy  forenoon  succeeds.  Thermometer  82'.  A 
mild  shower  from  the  southwest  of  short  duration  at  2  F.  M. 
Pear  and  plum  trees  are  in  bloom  today.  The  circuit  court 
adjourned  this  morning.  A  sharp  thijuder  shower  accomp.fuied 
with  wind  at  6  p.  M. 

Thursday,  May  17th. — A  fresh  morning  with  v.-ind  from 
the  south  and  light  clouds.  Somewhat  sultry,  with  thermom- 
eter at  79°.  A  fine  steady  light  rain  set  in  about  2  o'clock.  The 
first  cucumber  of  local  growth  aspired  to  enrich  a  grocer,  to  the 
extent  of  fifteen  cents. 

Friday,  May  18th. — Wind  south,  clear  and  warm.  The  cat- 
bird comes  this  morning,  noiseless  and  mysterious  looking  as 
an  evil  spirit.  When  he  has  found  an  old  nest  for  his  mate,  he 
will  be  more  communicative.  Thermometer  86",  warm  and 
sultry  with  a  strong  wind  from  the  south.  A  hail  storm  visits 
New  England,  and  a  tornado  sweeps  acro.ss  the  lower  Hudson, 
destroying  five  ice  houses  in  its  course.  In  local  base  ball,  the 
Athletics  score  six  and  the  Aubui'ns  four. 

Saturday,  May  19th. — Warm  and  clear.  Wind  northwest, 
and  thermometer  81°.     Earlv  in  the  season.  I  noticed  a  little 
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speckled  woodpecker  industriously  pecking'  avray  at   the  dead  ^ 

limb  of  an  apple  tree  in  uiy  garden,  preparing  a  place  for  his  S 

nest     I  anticipated  much  pleasure  of  my  new  neighbor,  and  ^ 

was  not  a  little  disappointed  when  I  found  that  a  plucky  little  ^ 

wren  had  ejected  him  and  appropriated  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  J- 

The  wren  had  scarcely  completed  his  household  arrangements,  s 

■when  an  English  sparrow  coveting   the  snug  retreat,  perched  | 

himself  upon  a  limb  in  front  of   the  opening,  and  hour  after  | 

hour,  day  in  and  day  out,  kept  up  his  incessant  peep.     The  J 

wren  Fcolded  and  twittered  and  fluttered  at  his  stolid  aggressor,  i 

-  but  all  to  no  purpose,  until  at  length  I  interfered  and  stoned  I 

the  sparrow  awaj*.     Misapprehending  my  motive,  the  wren  left  \ 

also,  and  now  there  is  a  house  to  let  in  that  hollow  limb.     Icon-  \ 

fess  to  a  dislike  for  sparrows— they  never  com.e — they  are  always  ^ 

here.     If  they  v,ould  migrate  som.ewhere,  for  nine  months  of  | 

the  year,  they  might  be  tolerable  for  the  other  three  months.  ^ 

There  is  nothing  birdlike  in  their  song,  it  is  about  as  musical  ! 

and  not  unlike  the  peep  of  a  lost  chicken,  except  as  it  is  varied  j 

into  a  chatter  when  they  wrangle  among  themselves.     Thcj-  are  | 

scavengers  and  their  looks  and  ways  parlake  of  their  occujiation.  ^ 

There  is  nothing  air}'  or  buoyant  in  their  flight, — they  fly  to  ^ 

get  out  of  the  way,  as  a  fl^'ing  fish,  or  a  winged  toad  might.  { 

I  notice  that  three  or  four  families  of  them  have  built  character-  i 

istic  nests  in  the  tops  of  the  elms,  at  the  corner  of  Garden  and  1 

[N'orth  streets.     The  nc-ts  look  as  if  a  freshet  had  visited  some  | 

storm-exposed  meadow,  and  had  swept   off   the  hay-cocks.  to  l 

lodge  them  in  the  tops  of  the  trees.     The  nests  appear  to  Ijc  1 

covered  over,  and  all  of  them,  whether  by  chauce  or  design,  ' 

have  their  entrance  or  front  door  towards  the  west,  from  which  ' 

I  infer  that  the  sparrow  does  not  care  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  | 

of  the  morning  sun,  the  only  positive  indication  of  intelligence  j 

I  have   ever  noticed   in  them.     I   have  never  observed    their  \ 

building  in  trees  before,  and  I  query  whether  this  may  not  be  ;  ■ 

a  link  in  the  process  of  evolution,  and  that  a  more  intelligent  5 
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race  of  sparrows  is  to  succeed.  If  such  a  race  should  be  evolved^ 
:is  shall  arise  to  the  dignity  of  destroying  potato  bugs,  I  might 
be  reconciled  to  them. 

Sunday,  Miiy  20th. — A  slight  rain  during  the  night. 
Slightly  cloudy  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  but  clear  in  the 
afternoon.  Wind  north  and  northeast.  Thermometer,  79°. 
The  first  humming  bird  of  the  season  appears,  the  apple  trees 
being  in  full  bloom.  Horse  chestnut  trees  are  in  nearlj-  full 
leaf  and  in  partial  bloom,  majoles  are  well  in  foliage,  elms  are 
more  backward,  and  lindens,  locusts,  and  the  mountain  ash  show 
only  the  beginnings  of  their  summer  verdure.  The  forests 
show  only  a  slight  tint  of  green  on  the  brown  background  of 
their  winter  habit 

Monday,  May  21st — Wind  south.  A  light  rain  set  in  at 
8  A.  IT.,  continuing  at  inter^'als  most  of  the  day,  clearing  in  the 
afternoon.  Thermometer  68".  Common  Council  met  in  the 
evening  and  discussed  the  interests  of  Hose  3,  5  and  6,  and 
sharply  divided  on  the  Aurelius  Avenue  bridge  question. 

iNews  reaches  us  of  the  capture  of  Ardaban  by  the  Eusslans, 
on  Friday  last,  an  important  .strategic  point  in  Asia  iMinor. 
News  from  the  seat  of  war  comes  to  us  slowly,  possibly  from 
the  difficulty  in  transmitting  Russian  and  Turkish  names  over 
the  wires.  Correspondents  however  state  that  little  progress 
has  been  made  by  the  invading  Russians,  on  account  of  the 
unpropitious  state  of  the  weather.  The  fact  is  doubtlcci  as 
stated,  but  the  reason  for  it  I  conceive  to  be  other  than  that 
given.  When  an  advancing  column  is  necessarily  delayed  two 
or  three  days  before  a  city  to  acquire  the  pronunciation  of  its 
name,  so  as  to  determine  whether  it  is  the  place  they  were 
instructed  to  capture,  progi'ess  must  necessarily  be  slow.  Ti:ere 
is  a  deep  sigalncauce  in  the  Russian  strategy  in  Asia  Minoi', 
which  I  miiirust  is  not  generally  appreciated.  It  is  this,  that 
by  first  directing  their  efforts  against  cities  of  simple  i/anies. 
like    Van    and    Kars,    they  may  pave   the   way  to  cope  v.'itb 
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Erzcroum  and    Er.siiigjan.  and    so  by  gradual    approaclies,  at 

length  successfully  contend  with  cities  of  the  magnificent  nomi-  I 

nal  proportions  of  Constantinople.     I  shall  watch  for  the  vindi-  | 

cation  of  my  theory  with  no  little  interest     1   first  noticed  the  | 

kingbird  today.  1 

TuESD.vv,  May  22d. — Wind  north,  cooler  and  cloudy,  with  j 

showers  at  intervals  during  the  day.     Thermometer  58°.     At  j 

the  launching  of  the  steamship  Saratoga,  at  Chester,  Pa.,  seven  s 

workmen  were  killed.     At  a  meetinc;  of  the  Board  of  Education  j 

in  the  evening,  0.  F.  Knapp.  Esq.,  was  elected  president   for  j 

the  ensuing  yeaj'.  | 

Wedxesuay,  May  28rd. — Brisk  north  wind.     Cool  and  clear,  | 

clouding  up  in  the  afternoon.     Thermometer  53".     I  fir.st  see  J 

\'0ung  robins  trying  their  pinions  today.     A  cold  rain  in  the  j 

evening,  the  mercury  descending  to  34"      Gov.  Robinson  calls  '\ 

an  extra  se.ssion  of  the  Senate  immediatelv  upon  the  coming  ), 

adiournment  = 

Thl"RSI)ay,  May  24th. — Snow  is  reported   this  inorning  in  ] 

various  localities,  and  from  li  to  2  inches  deep  in  Spafford  and  I 

Pompey,  Onondaga  Co.     The  morning  opens  cold  and  cloudy,  j 
with  the  wind  northwest.     Thermometer  50°  at  1  v.  M.     The 

Legislature  adjourns  sint  die.     The  Senate  convenes  in  extra  ] 

session  immediately  after  adjournmeat,  and  adjourns  to  meet  \ 

at  Saratoga,  July  18,  to  act  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  "\ 

in  the  ease  of  bank  Superintendent  Ellis.  | 

Among  the  imj)oriant  measures  discussed  during  the  session,  < 

and  vrhioh  failed  of  passage  was  the  apportionment  bill,  providing'  '. 

for  a  reapportionment  of   the  Legislative  representation  upon  - 
the  basis  of  the  census  of  1875,  and  the  act  to  encourage  liens 

to   la}'  eggs  of   uniform  size,  establishing   one  pound    as   the  *; 
weight  which  all  upright,  fair  dealing  hens  should  be  willing  to 
put  into  a  dozen  eggs.     The  Legislature  has  been  in  session 

130  days,  the  longest  session  on  record  under  the  100  day  limit,  i 
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FKiUA'i',  ilaj  25tli.— "Wind  iiortliwe.-;!.  Cool  anJ  cloudy 
in  the  niorning.  Thermometer  58".  In  local  base-ball,  the 
Bostons  score  3  runs  to  the  Auburn's  1,  which  is  encouraging 
to  the  friends  of  the  Auburn  nine.  In  the  evening  a  temper- 
ance meeting  is  held  at  the  Court  House.  Islrs.  G.  Osborn 
Letchworth  gives  readings  at  the  Academy  of  Music  and  a 
Prof.  Reynolds  amuses  an  audience  at  the  Opera  House  with 
experiments  in  mesmerism.  Some  tired  looking,  much- 
iravelled  strirjg  beans  appear  in  market  to  day. 

Saturday,  May  26th. — Wind  north.  A  clear  fresli  air,  and 
slightly  milder.  Thermometer  67°.  The  Auburn  nine  triumph 
over  a  crack  club  from  Eoehester,  with  a  score  of  V  to  0,  which 
greatly  elates  the  Auburn  admirers  of  the  national  game.  I 
notice  the  prevalence  of  the  pear  tree  blight  this  season,  not  the 
leaf  blight,  but  the  kind  v,-hich  strikes  the  body  or  a  limb  of  the 
tree  and  sears  it  to  ceriain  destruction.  A  slight  sprinkle  of 
rain  in  the  evening. 

SrXLi.AY,  May  27th.— Clear  and  pleasant,  with  wind  from  the 
north.  Thermometer  63".  Albert  L.  Sisson,  for  several  years 
Police  Justice  of  the  cit}-,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  holding 
disputed  possession  of  the  ofSce,  died  today,  aged  nearly  35 
years. 

MOXDAY,  May  28th.--Wind  southvrest,  clear  and  warm. 
Thermometer  76^  I  notice  the  chcirybird  toda}-,  also  the  Pee- 
wit or  Phebebird  which  is  a  late  comer  I  think.  The  inquiry 
into  the  lunacy  of  "Wation  "Whittlesey  ended  toda}"  in  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  jury.  Tlie  case  has  occupied  four  weeks  lack- 
ing two  days  and  lias  excited  an  uirasnal  degree  of  interest. 
A  fine  dispkiy  of  the  Aurora  in  the  eveaing  was  somewhat 
dimmed  by  the  light  of  a  nearly  full  moon. 

Tuesday,  May  29th. — Wind  south,  clear  and  vrarmer.  Ther- 
mometer SO".  Southern  strawberries  are  in  market  at  30  cents 
per  quart     A  public  reception  was  given  to  Senator  Woodiu  at 
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the  Acadeniy  of  Music,  in  the  evening.  CoL  E.  B.  Morgaa  of 

Anroia,  presiding.     John  L.  Motley,  tee  celebrated  histomn.  ( 

died  in  Londoa,  aeed  ^S  years.     Fletcher  Harper,  the  last  of  | 

the  ••  Harper  Bro-.hers."'  died  today.  | 

Wn>SX5DAT.  Mav  3<3. — Deeoration  day.     Wi::d  west,  clear  i 

p.nd   •warm.     Thermonieter   81*.     The  cnstomnrr  exercises  of  I 

De'?oratioii  Dst  ■were  obserred.  p.nd  in  the  evenuii  the  exercises  I 

conssied  of  a  r-^em  by  B:ev-.  J.  C.  Long,  of  Uaioa  SpriEgs.  ar.d  | 

an  oranon  irom  Eev.  S.  W.  DaiHeld.     A  largely  witnessed  gaiae  ; 

of  base-ball  in  the  afiemoon  res'alted  in  a  score  of  four  for  the  t 

Aubam  el  Tib.  to   one  for  the  Buckeyes.     Dc;2.eon    Silas   W.  | 

Ame:t  died  stidienly  of  2p3plexy.  gged    76.     He   was    well  | 

kno^m  in  onr  commiLiiity  ls  a  man  of  decidea  eonvictions  npon  | 

all  the  political,  sozsl,  nioral  and  religious  questions  of  the  day.  I 

times  seem  s^me^hat  bellie^^e,  and  to  s-ome  extent  impaired  ^ 

his  in5aen:^  hnt  no  one  erer  q ustion&d  hi?  integrity  of  purpose.  - 

He  was  dlstinctiTely  Deacon  Arnett  not  that  he  was  ^e  only  ' 

Beacon  in  me  city,  or  in  his  church,  but  he  was  one  of  the  leT  1 

to  whom  the  title  Dec: ton  seems  cogn^mlnal  or  patranymie.     To  ' 

have  CDiled  him  shrplr  Mr.  Amett  or  Squire  Ameti  would  } 

have  dstrcyed  his  indirldnality, — ^nobody  would  have  re-:-.:«-  ? 

nized  him.  bri*  a?  Deacon  Areet;.  he  towere^d  and  was  known  '. 

THrE^i'AY.  Miy  SI.  —Wind  west,  ind  qu:^e  warm.     Eepon^  3 

are  received  c:  2  creai  tidal  wave  on  the  Pacinc  coist,  followir-g 
the  earthquake  of  the  night  of  May  ^rh.  when  the  city  o£  Ton; 
f]ue,  on  the  e:c=t  ■:■:  Peru  and  several  other  places  were  destroyed. 
sdth  a  loss  of  from  'VJO  to  S'X'  lives.  Thermometer  iS:  The 
iiTcragc  tenip>eratme  iu^ix  jilav  10th  at  one  ooloca:  each  cav.  , 

has  oeen  69?-.  the  lo-^st  being  -iZ-"  May  lOih,  and  the  highest 
50'  May  ISih.     Idlles  of  the  valley  are  in  their  rrlme  and  :he  ; 

wild  azalea  is  in  clconr 
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Friday,  June  IsL — The  day  opens  warm,  clear  and  dry. 
A  false  alarm  of  fire  occurred  in  the  night.  Thermometer  86°. 
An  accident  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  occasioned  the  loss 
of  four  lives  and  severely  injured  several  passengers.  The  potato 
bug  begins  the  deposit  of  eggs  today.  Francis  Murphy,  the 
Apostle  of  Temperance,  addressed  a  small  audience  at  the  Opera 
House,  an  admission  fee  being  cliarged. 

Saturd.-vy,  June  2nd. — Wind  fresh  from  the  southeast,  and 
slightly  hazy.  Thermometer  86°.  A  slight  sprinkle  of  rain  in 
the  afternoon.  In  base-ball,  the  Auburn  club  scored  4  and  the 
Buckeyes  2. 

Sunday,  June  Svd. — Wind  south,  and  a  hazy  atmosphere. 
A  slight  rain  at  1  o'clock  with  thermometer  at  74°.  A  fine  mild 
shower  occurred  about  3  P.  >l.  The  mountain  ash  is  in  bloom, 
also  the  peonies  and  snowballs. 

Monday,  June  4th. —The  morning  opens  with  a  mild 
westerly  wind  and  subdued  sunshine.  Thermometer  71°.  A 
tornado  sweeps  over  Mt  Carrnel,  III,  destroying  several  build- 
ings and  killing  upwards  of  thirty  pcr.son.s.  A  waterspout 
sweeps  down  upon  the  northern  part  of  Iowa.  Extensive  forest 
fires  are  reported  in  northern  Michigan.  The  Common  Council 
meet  in  the  evening  and  order  a  "  two  arch  stone  bridge  "  across 
the  Owaseo  outlet  at  Aurelius  Ave. 

TuESD.VY,  June  5th. — Wind  south,  cud  and  cloudy.  Ther- 
mometer 61°.  Today  is  eaK  day.  As  this  is  a  local  observ;Mice 
I  .should  perhaps  explain  that  the  Xew  York  Central  railroad 
sets  apart  Tuesday  of  each  week,'  as  the  only  day  it  will 
accept  calves  (of  the  quad;-apedal  species)  as  passengers.  So 
with  the  early  dawn  of  each  Tuesday  morning,  the  sufrlciently 
fatted  calf  bids  adieu  to  the  green  pastures  and  still  waters  of 
liis  nativity,  and  being  assisted  into  the  comfortable  conveyance 
of  his  proprietor,  takes  his  first  and  last  ride,  journeying  to  the 
Central  depot,  where  he  is  transhipped  for  New  York.     In  any 
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of  the  principal  approaclics  to  the  city,  this  processiou  of  calves  .j 

may  be  seen  of  a  Tuesday  morning,  each  conveyance  carry-  i 

ins  from  one  to  six  oi'  eight  calves  beside  the  driver,  wendinsc  I 

their  way  market-ward.  % 

A  cold  easterly  rain  set  in,  in  the  afternoon.     The  Board  of  | 

Education  held    its   regular   monthly  session  in    the  evening.  J 

Fred  M.  Terrill  died  today,  after  a  lingering  illness,  aged  '60  j'ears.  | 

Wednesday,    June    6th. — A     northeast    rain     commenced  j 

early  in  the  morning  and  continued  until  about  4  p.  sl     Ther-  | 

momcter   61°.     Locust  trees  are  in  bloom  today.     A  railroad  •; 

accident  occurred  near  Bath,  in  England  today,  by  the  giving  ? 

away  of  a  bridge  of  some  thirt}'  feet  span,  hy  which  a  dozen  5 

lives  were  lost     The  Board  of  Education  hold  a  special  session  | 

in  the  evening  and  order  a  primary  school  house  to  be  built,  in  i 

district  No.  1.,  in  the  rear  of  Seymour  Chapel.  >» 

Thursday,  June  7th. — A  sullen  morning  after  the  rain,  with  '^ 

stolen  smiles  of   sunshine  through  the  clouds.     Wind   north,  ; 

and  clearing  in  the  afternoon.     Thei-mometer  6G''.     The  higher  ?, 

grades  of  the  public  school  children  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  | 

the  regent's  examination  today  and  tomorrow.     Two  teams  of  | 

the  49th  Eegiment,  X.  G.  S.  K.  Y.,  go  to  Syracuse  to  shoot  at  » 

a  mark,  and  take  six  prizes,  including  the  first,  whereupon  their  | 

companions,  who  staid  at  home,  receive  them  upon  their  return  .1 

in  the  evening  with  music.  =1 

FRiD-iY,  June  Slh. — A  clear  ft.-sh  air  with  light  wind  from  j 

the  southeast.     Thermometer  78".     Eleven  persons  are  killed  at  i 

Bridgeport,  Cl,  by  the  falling  walls  of  a  burning  building.     The  -3 

Erie?  humble  the  j^ride  of  the  Auburn  nine,  b}'  a  score  of  4  to  3.  ; 

Saturday,  June  9tli. — Warm,  with  a  brisk  wind  from  the 

south  which  continues  during  the  day,  bringing  a  slight  sprinkle  - 

in  the  evening.     Thermometer  7S''.     I  notice  the  chirrup  of  the  .] 

cricket  for  the  first  time  this  season,  last  evening.     It  seemed  1 

to  me  early,  as  I  have  associated  the  cricket  with  the  dry,  cool,  « 
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dog-day  evenings.  The  Auburns  retaliate  upon  the  Eries,  in 
base-ball,  with  a  score  of  5  to  ].  The  board  of  education  hold 
their  annual  teacher's  examination  today.  Local  strawberries 
color  with  resentment  at  the  influx  of  carpet  baggers  from  New 
Jersey  and  vicinity,  and  today  the  lirst  invoice  from  Owasco  is 
reported  in  market,  prepared  to  carry  on  a  war  of  extermination 
against  all  foreigners. 

Sunday,  June  10th.— The  Sunday  moiiiing  naj)  of  our  citi- 
zens was  shortened  by  an  alarm  of  fire  about  7  o'clock  A.  jr. 
The  fire  proved  to  be  the  dry  house  of  the  Auburn  Woolen 
mill,  a  detached  building  which  was  partially  destroyed  and 
considerable  v.'ool  was  damaged.  Total  loss  about  $30,000.  A 
heav}'  rain  set  in,  in  the  raornirig  continuing  until  about  lOi 
o'clock,  clearing  with  a  cool  wind  from  the  west.     Thermometei 

Monday,  June  lith. — A  clear,  bright,  fresli  morning  with 
wind  from  the  southwest.  Thermometer  65°.  The  eggs  of  the 
potato  bug  deposited  a  week  ago  last  Friday,  are  hatching 
today,  from  wliich  I  infer  that  the  "  period  of  incubation  ''  is 
about  ten  days.  The  bugs  do  not  eat  the  leaf  upon  which  they 
are  hatched  as  does  the  currant  worm,  but  crawling  to  the  upper 
side  of  the  leaf,  they  take  a  general  survey  of  the  situation  and 
then  make  their  waj'  to  the  upper  and  tenderer  leaves  for 
breakfast.  The  newcomers  are  very  voracious  and  are  mainly 
destructive  of  the  vines.  I  notice  fresh  looking  green  peas  in 
market  today  for  the  first.  T  made  some  inquiries  respecting 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  learned  that 
they  were  i-ai?ed  in  the  town  of  Seiinett,  and  arc  valued  at  one 
dollar  per  peek.  This  of  course  includes  the  pod>.  Con.^idera- 
ble  cxcilemeul  prevails  in  base-ball  circles  today,  on  account  of 
an  attempt  on  tlie  part  of  the  Rochester  sportsmen  to  entice  away 
a  portion  of  the  Auburn  nine.  The  attempt  proved  nnsuccess- 
ful,  1  notice  that  the  New  York  papers  report  the  tire  at  the 
Woolen    factory    yesterday  morning,  as    involving    a    loss    of 
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$100,000,  adding  that  the  main  building  was  not  insured,  but  3 

omitting  to  state  that  it  was  not  burned.     This  has  led  me  to  | 

reflect  whether  some  of  the  items  I  have  culled  from  the  papers  | 

may  not  have  come  through  a  similar  magnifying  medium  and  I 

thus  have  impaired  tlie  reliability  of  my  histor}'.     I  trust  not  |. 

however.  | 

James  Russel  Lowell  is  announced  as  having  been  tendered  3 

and  having  accepted  the  mission  to  Spain.  I 

Tuesday,  June  12th. — Bright  and  cloudless  in  the  morning  | 

with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  south,   clouding   towards   noon  | 

with  indications  of  ri.in.     Thermometer  78".     Fi'om  the  beauti-  | 

ful  development  of  spring  in  our  city,  I  had  been  led  to  believe  ; 

that  the  season  gave  promise  of  an  unsuall}'  abundant  harvest.  3 

In  conversation  vrith  ilr.  Perrigo,  however,  a  fev/  days  since,  j 

1  learn  that  I  am  mistaken.  He  says  that  the  cold  dry  winds  1 
of  the  early  spring  sei'iously  impaired  the  growth  of  grass ;  I 
that  the  wheat  stalk  is  small ;  that  spring  sown  grain  suffered  i 
from  the  droutb,  corn  did  not  come  up  well,  and  the  chances  '5 
favor  a  very  light  crop  of  potatoes  on  account  of  the  depre-  | 
dationa  of  the  Colorado  beetle.     Mr  Perrigo  is  a  granger.  '* 

An   unusual  degree  of  base-ball  interest  attended  the  game  ^ 

today,  between   the  Syracuse  Stars  and  the  Auburn   nine,  in  I 

which  the  former  were  victors  by  a  score  of  5  to  4.  -^ 

Burglars  entered  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  Standart  about  j 

•  •  •  3 

2  o'clock  this  morning,  and  escaped  with  some  $350  booty  and  j 

subsequently  visited   the  house  of  Mr.  Kelson   Payne  on  the  i 

Bennett  road  north  of  the  city,  securing  some  SfO  additional  J 
booty.     The  mayor's  veto  of  the  Aurelius  Avenue  bridge  project  \ 

ia  made  public  toda\-.     The  wind  shifted  to  the  northwest  about  I 

6  P.  M.,  bringing  rain  willi  gusts  of  wind,  aiid   thundm-  in  the  ; 

distance. 

And  here  my  Dear  Doctor,  ends  my  second  month's  record.  ;, 

In  glancing  over  it  I  find  tliat  I  have  omitted  some  incidents  ^ 

which  1  had  intended  to  embody  in  it,  but  tiusting  tbem  to  | 
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memory  for  a  daj',  memory  failed  of  its  duty.  It  was  in  mind 
to  note  the  da}-  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  City  of  Brussels  at 
Liverpool,  after  a  tedious  voyage  under  sail  across  the  Alantic, 
also  the  date  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Tayler  Lewis,  a  distinguished 
Professor  in  Union  College,  at  the  age  of  75  years,  and  I  think 
there  were  some  other  items  which  I  do  not  recall.  1  have  not 
before  alluded  to  the  fact  that  General  Grant  is  being  received 
by  the  nobility  of  England  with  more  cordial  and  distinguished 
attention  than  has  ever  been  accorded  by  them  to  any  Ameri- 
can citizen.  Dignitaries  are  vieing  with  each  other  for  his 
presence  at  dinner,  and  tomorrow  Oxford  University  is  to  con- 
fer upon  hira  the  distinguished  honor  of  Doctor  of  Civil  Law, 
and  the  day  following  he  is  to  be  accorded  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  London,  a  prerogative  which  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
Englishmen,  and  an  honor  rarely  bestowed. 

I  have  occasionally  given  items  of  the  Eastern  war  which 
has  been  slowly  progressing.  The  principal  scene  of  conflict 
thus  far,  has  been  in  Asia  Minor,  where  with  varj-ing  success, 
the  odds  has  been  with  the  Russians,  who  are  slowly  investing 
Kars  and  Erzeroum.  The  beautiful  blue  Danube  still  rolls 
between  the  opposing  armies  in  Europe,  and  it  is  beginning  to 
be  often  questioned  when  the  advance  on  Richmond  will  begin. 
The  Czar  has  assumed  command  of  the  Russian  army  in  person, 
with  headquarters  at  Bucharest,  chiefly  it  is  asserted  because 
the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  and  his  chief  of  Staff,  Gen.  Nepokoits- 
chitzky  frequently  disagree.  Count  SchouvalofE  was  made 
bearer  of  di:-patches  to  the  British  Government,  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  tlie  Russians  to  till  up  the  Suez 
Cana),  or  othervrise  interfere  with  it,  which  had  a  verv  soothing 
effect  upon  the  British  public.  Such  is  the  present  status  of 
affairs. 

1  ought  somewhere  to  mention,  and  can  perhaps  nowhere  better 
than  here,  the  fact  that  local  improvements  in  the  way  of 
building,  or  repairing  in  our  city  are  quite  limited  this  season. 
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Messrs.    Schoon maker    and    Perry    have  replaced   a   ■wooden  \ 

structure  on  North  street,  with  two  comfortable  brick  stores ;  \ 

Mr.  Jesse  D.  Smith  is  heroically  putting  an  elaborate  new  front  -, 

to  bis  dry  goods  establishment  on  Genesee  street,  and  the  little  ^ 

wooden  building  on  Genesee  street  for  rrjany  years  occupied  l 

by  Dr.  Robinson  for  an  office,  has  given  way  to  a  more  preten-  4 

tious  brick  structure.     Very  few  dwellings  are  attempted.  | 

The  general   depression    in   business   interests    which   has  •■! 

characterized  the  last  three  or  four  years,  shows  little  sign  of  « 

improvement.     Largely  depreciated  values  and  reduced  wages  \ 

induce   a   stagnation  in  business  from  which  the  recovery  is  | 

slow.     As  indicating  that  all  classes  of  community  are  disposed  | 

to  accept  the  situation  and  accommodate  themselves  to  circum-  ] 

stances,  I  notice  that  the  little  red-haired  Irishman  who  has  | 

formerly  been  in  the  habit  of  accosting  me  in  the  street,  with  ^ 

the  request   for    "  tin  cints  to  git  me  a  bit  of   tohaecy   wid,"  i 

latterly  shrewdly  limits  his  petition  to  a  "  cint  till  I  buys  me  i 

a  pipe  wid."     But  I  must  close.     Begging  your  indulgence  for  j 

the  unwarrantable  length  of  my  record,  I  remain,  | 

Very  truly  yours,  1 

B.  B.  SNOW,  I 

Historiographer.  \ 
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AUBDRX,  N.  y.  June  13,  1877. 
My  Dear  Dr.  Schlitrnann  : 

I  approach  the  closing  month  of  my  stewardship  in  collating 
the  current  events  of  local  history,  with  a  pleasure  which  is  not 
unmingled  with  regret;  pleased  to  be  relieved  from  the  responsi- 
bility for  giving  proniiuence  to  facts  and  incidents  of  insignifi- 
cant importance,  or  for  omitting  mention  of  more  weighty 
matters  which  perhaps  should  have  claimed  my  attention.  I 
find,  upon  reviewing  my  record  thus  far,  that  it  has  been  to  a 
great  extent  a  part  of  myself,  which  I  think  is  true  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  the  writings  of  all  who  write  anything.  I  see 
that  I  might  have  morticed  into  the  record  a  great  many  pieces 
of  gnarled  and  knotted  philosophy,  but  I  have  construed  my 
mission  as  one  rather  of  relaxation  than  of  deep  thought,  hence 
the  omission.  The  continuance  of  my  task  awaits  me  however, 
and  I  defer  apologies  to  a  more  suitable  occasion. 

The  morning  opens  bright  and  fresh,  with  the  wind  in  the 
southwest.  The  Historical  Society  held  its  regular  monthly 
session  last  evening,  and  listened  to  an  interesting  introductory 
paper  by  Dr.  Lansingh  Briggs,  on  "Medicine  as  a  Science." 
The  County  Medical  Society  held  its  regular  session  at  the 
Court  House.'  Thermometer  78",  with  a  frcsli  wind  from  the 
south,  during  the  day.  The  cornerstone  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
at  Bath,  was  laid  today,  the  address  being  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beeclier.     Auburn  has  contributed   nearly 
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§900  to  this  institution,  through  the  efforts  of  Seward  Post,  1 

G.  A.  R.     The  first  strawberry  festival  of  the  season  was  twins  | 

this  year,  one  being  held  at  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  other  at  | 

the  Methodist  Church  on  Exchange  street,  in  the  evening,  both  y 

of  which  were  successes.  |, 

Thursday,  June  14th. — Warm,  with   wind  from   the  wesi.  | 

A  fine  shower  early  in  the  morning.     The  June  Fair  of  the  3 

Cayuga  County  Agricultural  Society  commenced  today,  with  a  i 

fine  display  of  horses,  cattle,  and   the  usual   attractions  of  an  5 

Agricultural  Fair,  except  the  horse  trot,  which  gives  place  to  a  | 

rifle  match,  on  the  plan  of  the  National  Guard  matches.     The  J 

200  yard  match,  limited  to  residents  of   Cayuga  County,  was  J 

shot  today,  the  first  prize,  a  $25  suit  of  clothes,  being  secured  1 

by  Fred  A.  Wright     Thermometer  76°,  with  apparently  heavy  J 

phowers  and  wind  in  the  south.     Severe  storms  of  rain  and  hail  ^ 

with   high  winds  reported  in   the  vicinity   of    Poughkeepsie.  | 

Two  bridges  were  blown  down  near  Northampton,  Mass.,  result-  | 

ing  in  the  loss  of  two  lives.     The  river  boat,  Dean  Richmond,  ^ 

broke  some  part  of  her  machinery,  near  Sing  Sing,  killing  one  | 

passenger  and  badly  frightening  the  others.  j 

Friday,  June  loth. — A  sultry   morning  with  rising  wind  | 

from   the  southwest,  and  rain  areas  hinted  at  by  the  official  j 

"Indications."      Thermometer  86°.      1  note  the  prevalence  of  j 

blight,  destroying  the  fruit-bearirg  twigs  of  the  late  ripening  ^ 

varieties  of  pears,  also  of  apple  trees.     I  think  I  have  heard  '\ 

this  plague  charged  to  insects.     In  local  base  ball,  the  Indian-  ] 

apolis  club  scored  3  to  the  Auburn  club  2.     The  Fair  continued  •; 

toda}-.     In  the  rifle  match  the  Oswego  Regiment  team  secured  ; 
the  first  prize,  which  was  a  Burdick  Reaper,  valued  at  $160. 

A  boy  named  Herbert  Bard,  was  sunstruck  while  witnessing  * 

the  match,  his  hair  having  been  too  closely  mowed  for  the  time  ■ 

of  the  year.     He  subsequently  died.     James  W.  Beekman,  of  J 

New  York,  died  today,  aged  62  years.     He  was  a  prominent  i 
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mcmuer  of  the  New  York  Historical  Socicl\'.  and  an  t:onorary 
member  of  this  suciet}-. 

Satukiiay,  June  16tlj. — A  dull,  rainy  iiK.irning  succeeds  a 
rainy  night,  with  wind  from  the  southwest.  'I'he  annual  exam- 
ination of  applicants  for  the  Cornell  University  Scholarships  is 
held  toda}',  two  applicants  only  appearing,  to  neither  of  whom 
was  a  certificate  awarded.  The  rain  cea.sed  about  noon,  with 
strong  wind  from  the  west.  Thermometer  SO'.  Senator  Conk- 
ling  sailed  for  Europe  today.  The  Rev.  Jolm  S.  C.  Abbott, 
author  of  the  Eollo  Books,  and  of  some  repute  as  a  historian 
for  juveniles,  died  today,  aged  72  years. 

Sunday,  June  17lb. — Clear,  fresh  air,  with  wind  fronj  the 
northwest.  Thermometer  7o".  A  Temperance  Camp  Meeting 
is  held  at  Freeville  on  the  S.  C.  R.  R.,  to  which  a  special  train 
was  run  today.  The  Ovrasco  Lake  is  undergoing  its  annual 
process  of  purification,  and  is  offensive  both  to  the  taste  and 
smell. 

MoND.-VT,  June  18th. — The  morning  opens  cool  and  pleasant 
with  a  fresh  wind  from  the  northwest.  Thermometer  80°.  My 
sparrow  died  today.  I  shall  \)e  pardoned  for  introducing  this 
scrap  of  personal  history  into  my  record,  inasmuch  as  in  my 
last  month's  paper,  I  took  occasion  to  make  some  asper.sions 
upon  the  English  Sparrow.  A  few  mornings  since,  I  found  the 
young  of  a  nest  of  sparrows  on  the  ground,  blown  from  llic 
nest  by  the  wind  of  the  previous  night  Two  were  killrd  i^y 
the  fall,  but  the  third  parachuted  himseli  in  some  way,  in  safety 
to  the  ground.  T  could  but  pity  his  helpless  condition,  and  tlie 
common  instincts  (if  humanit}-  led  nie  to  yiluo;  him  in  a  basket 
of  cotton,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  stand  //(  loco  parentis.  It 
was  astonishing  what  an  a[)pctite  this  fledgling  had.  The  least 
jar  at  any  moinciit.  \>.'ouId  cause  his  mouth  to  fly  open,  like  an 
old  fashioned  siiinule  llv-tiap.  Ue  would  eat  at  any  lime.  Llis 
mott'i  appeared  to  be  quantilv  first,  qnalitv  afterwards.     Quan- 
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I 
tity,  with   him,  was  as  essential  as  to  tne  mo^t  pronounced  ' 

Greek  vowel.     I  think  he  would  ha%'e  eaten  a  rubber  tlioe,  but  i 

would  have  preferred  a  rubber  boot.      Whether  from  my  lack  5 

of  knowledge  as  to  his  proper  diet,  or  lack  of  discretion  as  to  | 

meal  time,  or  other  cause,  the  bird  in  time  began  to  show  signs  -l 

of  approaching  dissolution,  his  swallowing  capacity  grew  less  | 

vigorous,  and  this  morning  I  found  him  dead.     I  was  sorry  that  j 

he  died.     1  would  have  given  him  his  board  during  his  minority,  | 

free  of  charge,  had  he  lived,  and  a  respectable  outfit  to  begin  1 

the  world  with.     Having  said  thus  much,  and  noticing  tliat  a  < 

happ3'  pair  of  sparrows  are  in  peaceable  possession  of  the  hollow  \ 

limb  of  the  apple  tree,  unmolested  by  me,  I  tru^t  to  have  made  -t 

my  pence  with   the  sparrow   tribe,  and  drop   them  from   my  1 

record.     The  Coranion  Council  met  in  the  evening,  appointed  ?" 

a  committee  of   conference  on    the   Aurelius   Avenue  Bridge  .^ 

question,  and  ordered  the  cari'iage  of  Hose  1  to  be  painted.  i 

Tuesday,  June  19lh. — Wind  fresh  from  the  northwest,  warm  i 
End  sultry.     The  prevailing  winds  and  sultry  weather  indicate  '} 
almo-pheric  disturbances,  and  storms  are  reported  in  various  i 
localities.     Thermometer,  82".     Gov.  Robinson  arrives  in  the  1 
evening  to  attend  the  Shield's  anniversary  tomorrow.     He  is  i 
received  with  salvos  of   artillery  and  "  music   by  the    band,''  \ 
escortir.g  him  to  the  home  of  Hon.  Charles  N.   Roj?,  wdiose  i 
guest  he  is  during  his  stay  in  the  city.     Gen.  Shields,  who  came  *! 
by  the  same  train  was  unmteiitionally  overlooked  and  quietly  4 
escorted  himself  to  the  Osborne  House.     He  was  unsuccessful  J 
in  hiding  his  light  under  a  bushel  however,  and  was  soon  found  " 
out  and  tromboned  into  the  company  of  tlie  other  celebrities. 
The  Board  of  E'.lucation  held  a  spcial  meeting  in  the  evetiin:r. 
and  awarded  the  contract  for  building  the  new  school  hou^e  in  , 
District  No.  1,  to  James  C.  Stout,  for  $4, lOO,  v,-hich  was  subse- 
quently increased  to  $1,500,  owing  to  an  error  in  Mr.  Stout's  i! 
figures.  I 
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Wednesday,  June  20th. — A  mild,  clear  morning,  with  the 
•Kwd  from  the  southeast.  I  find  that  I  omitted  to  mention,  in 
my  record  for  Friday  last,  that,  early  in  the  morning  of  that 
(lay,  a  frail  woman  named  Cora  Frencb,  shot  and  killed  a  saloon- 
keeper named  John  H.  Barrett,  at  a  house  of  ill  fame  on  Ga}'- 
lord  .sli'eet,  and  then  shot  herself,  probably  fatally,  although 
she  is  still  living. 

-Tiie  twenty-fifih  anniversar}-  of  the  Shield's  Guards  is  being 
celebrated  today.  Gen.  James  Shields,  in  whose  honor  the 
company  is  named,  is  present  as  oiator.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 
acting  governor  of  South  Carolina,  arrived  in  the  morning,  to 
take  part  in  the  exercises.  A  procession  of  military  and  fire- 
men paraded  the  stieets  to  Bart's  Grove,  where  speeches  were 
made  b\'  Governors  Eobinson  and  Hampton,  and  Gen.  Shields. 
In  the  evening,  a  reception  was  given  by  Mr.  Eoss,  and  a  ball 
was  given  at  the  Armory,  by  the  Guards.  The  celebration  got 
to  be,  unintentionally  doubtless,  somewhat  top  heavy,  and 
proved  to  be  rather  an  ovation  to  Hampton  and  Eobinson,  than 
a  celebration  of  the  Shield's  anniversary. 

Thermometer,  72''.  The  day  has  been  one  of  marvelous 
beauty.  The  air  is  laden  with  the  perfume  of  roses,  and  the 
strawberry  crim.sons  the  delicate  short-cake  in  even  the  most 
frugal  household.  This  delicious  fruit  is  unusually  lino  and 
plentiful  this  season.  Next  to  eating  strawberries,  I  enjoy  see- 
ing the  birds  eat  them.  I  was  much  interested  this  morning  in 
watching  a  patriarchal  robin,  whose  neck  from  age  or  other 
cause  v.-as  graced  with  a  ring  of  v.-hite  feathers,  who  was  intro- 
ducing his  sr.n  to  the  delicacies  of  my  Golden  Queen  berries. 
The  old  bird  i>lucked  the  half  of  a  large  brrry  and  deposited 
it  somewhat  vigorously  in  the  capacious  maw  of  the  wailing, 
bob-tailel  youth,  who,  after  two  or  three  sturdy  elTorts,  suc- 
ceeded ii!  hilling  it,  smacking  his  chops  after  the  manner  of 
birds  with  evident  satisfaction.  The  old  bird  looked  over  at 
me   somewhat  inquiringly,  and    then  cocking  his   head,  looked 
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down   wisely  and  patronizingly   upon   his  son,   as  if   saying,  ; 

"  Tbese  are  fine  bsrries,  my  son — fair  size,  but  they  lack  the  3 

delicate  flavor  of  the  wild   field  berries  which  I  used  to  get,  i 

■when  I  was  of  your  age."     Statements  like  this,  and  incidents  | 

of    their  ancestors'  youthful  exploits,  serve  to  impress  youth  j 

with  the  importance  and  uide  experience  of  their  fathers,  and  3 

I  doubt  not  that  this  youth  will  brag  over  other  boy  robins  of  | 

his  acquaintance,  of  what  his  father  did  ^vbe^  he  was  a  boy,  J 

how  he  used  to  get  strawberries  as  big  as  apples  and  as  sweet  ) 

as  everything.  ] 

The  coramencernent  exercises  of  the  Young  Ladies'  Institute  J 

■were  held  in  the  evening,  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  at  | 

which  bix  young  ladies  were  graduated.  i 

Thl'esdat,  Juno  21st. — A  slight  rain,  early  in  the  morning.  | 

Warrrj,  with  a  brisk  wind  from  the  southwest.     Thermometer.  ^ 

78°.     At  1  P.  M.,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  northwest,  bringing  ; 

rain  which  continued  until  evening.     A  destructive  fire  occurred  \ 

at  St  Johns,  Xev/  Brunswick,  destrojnng  a  large  part  of  the  \ 

business  portion  of  the  city,  occasioning  the  loss  of  some  fifteen  1 

millions  of  property  and  of  some  thirty  or  more  lives.  ] 

Friday,  June  22nd. — Cooler,  after  the  rain  during  the  night,  ] 

with  a  fresh  northwest  wind.     Thermometer,  62".     The  second  ] 

installment  of  the  currant  worms  begins  to  show  its  ravages  ] 

upon  currant  and  gooseberry  leave,=:.     Eleven  men  were  hanged  i 

iu  Pennsylvania  today,  convicted  Moliie  ilcGr.ircs,  oi  the  min-  i 

ing  region.     The  Orphan  Asylr.m  strawberr}'  festival  was  held  \ 

in   the  evenirjg,  the  notable  fcntuic  of  v.-hich  was  the  presence  j 

of  Gen.  S'liields.     The  day  clo.^ed  cool  with  the  thermometer  ' 

at  50°,  at  10  P.  V.  ] 

Saturday,  June  2ord.     Cool  and  pleasant,  with  wind  fro:n  : 
the  soatliwest     Thermometer,   6S'.      Mr.   Perrigo  infoi-rns  me 

that  there  were  fi'osts  in  some  portions  of  the  countv,  la.-t  even-  '   ' 
ing,  which  I  think  questionable.     Tlic  Supreme  Court  at  Gen- 
eral   Term    decides   the  contested    election   case,   as  to  police 
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justice,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Teller.  Gen.  Shields  lectured  to  a  small 
audience,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  iu  the  evening;  subject, 
''Kcminisceoces  of  the  Mexican  War."  The  Mexican  War  is 
too  old  to  create  much  enthusiasm.  Messrs.  Frost  and  McKelvy 
commenced  a  ten  days'  Temperance  Revival,  at  the  Opera 
House,  in  the  evening. 

Sunday,  June  24th. — A  bright,  pleasant  morning,  with  v.'ind 
from  the  west.  Thermometer,  78°.  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of 
some  notoriety  as  a  controversialist,  and  latterly  as  the  dupe 
of  a  well  executed  trick  in  spiritual  manifestations,  died  today, 
aged  76. 

MoND.^y,  June  25th. — A.  bright  morning,  after  a  slight  rain, 
with  wind  in  the  southwest,  working  around  to  the  northwest 
in  the  afternoon.  Thermometer,  82°.  The  annual  exciraina- 
tions  of  the  public  scliools  coinmen'''e  today  and  continue 
through  the  v.-eek.  The  city  of  Marblehead,  Mass.,  is  silmost 
wholly  destroyed  by  fire.  A  wide-spread  tornado  passes  over 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  proving  xevy  denructive  to  crops, 
trees  and  buildings  in  its  course.  A  mad  dog  is  reported  to 
have  been  killed  in  William  street,  toda}'.  Xews  comes  of  the 
crossing  of  the  Danube  by  the  Russian.^  on  Friday,  at  Braila, 
with  little  opposition  from  the  Turks.  Tiie  place  of  crossing 
was  below  the  cliief  Turkish  defences  and  near  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Delta.  The  Common  Council  meet  in  the  eveaing 
and  provide  for  the  enforce.-uent  of  the  ordinance  requiring 
dogs  to  be  muzzled  b_v  their  owners,  or  shot  by  the  police. 

Tuesday,  June  26th.  —  Wind  south  and  cloudy.  Thermom- 
eter, 73".  The  supervisors  hold  '''leir  annual  picnic  at  Ensenore, 
More  Russians  are  reported  as  crossing  the  Danube  at  Galatz, 
near  the  former  crossing  place.  Xews  is  received  of  the  death 
of  D.  P.  Wallis,  by  drowning  in  the  Allegany  river,  near  Clinton, 
Pa.,  the  bod}'  having  be&u  in  the  water  some  days  when 
discovered. 
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I 

Weunksuay,  June  27th. — Wind  north,  clear  and  pleasant.  j 

Thermometer,   76".     President  Hayes,   who  witli  a   pijrtion   of  j 

his  cabinet  is  visiting  Boston,  attends  the  commencement  exer-  I 

cise.s  of    Harvard   Universit3',  and  is  made  LL.  D.     A  similar  | 

honor  is  conferred  by  Union  College,  upon  Governor  Robinson.  \ 

The   first  scries  of  the  potato  bug  of  this  year's  growth  i.s  | 

arriving  at  full  size,  and  is  apparently  about  assuming  the  dig-  | 

niiy  of  wings.     I  have  watched  the  development  of  this  insect  i 

(if  I  ani  right  in   calling   it  an  insect)  with  a  great  degree  of  \ 

interest;  latterly  with  er-pecial  reference  to  the  theorj' of  evolu-  a 

tion.     My  observations  lead  me  to  caution  those  who  would  \ 

assert  that  he  has  no  intelligence  upon  which  to  build.     He  has  \ 

some  instinct,  if  you  please,  of  assthotics,  as  is  evidenced  by  ; 

his  wearing  a  striped  coat.     He  is  cunning,  for  when  disturbed,  | 

if  a  bug  of  mature  life,  he  falls  to  the  ground,  draws  in  his  \ 

legs  and  plays  possum,  but  in  infancy  and  youth  clings  to  the  | 

parent  stem  with  great  tenacity.     He  is  adapted  to  the  law,  for  ^ 

when  poked  oti'  into  a  basin  of  kerosene,  he  pulls  for  the  shore  \ 

and  attempts   to  crawl   up  the  side  of  the  basin,  showing  a  s 

knowledge  of  the  great  iiatui-al  law  of  self-preservation.     He  is  \ 

adapted  to  politics,  as  the  young  changes  its  coat  three  or  four  5 

times  before  reaching  maturity.     Finalh',  he  is  ver."ed   in   the  ^ 

principle  of  natural  ?eleclic>n,  as  is  shown   by  his  choosing   for  ] 

his  diet  the  p>otato,  the  food  of  the  lords  of  creation,  in  prefer-  s 
ence  topigweed  and  "  pusslev"  v/hich  would  just  as  well  answer 

the  purpose  of  a  Viug  wlio  ate  merely  for  the  sake  of  eating.  | 

This  is  as  far  as  I  have  got  in  my  investigations.  \ 

Thuksday,  June  2Sth. — A  mild   noitbeast  wind  and  a  clear  ? 

^'ky.     Thermometer,  78".     Police  Justice  Teller   enters   upon  •  I 

the  dulie.-i  of  his  otBce  today.  :; 

Ff.id.-\.y,  June  29lh. — A  southerly  wind  with  scattered  clouds  : 

and  warmer.     Thermometer,  77°.     I  notice  the   first  invoice  of  i 

imported  green  cabbages  in  market  today.  \ 
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The  commencement  exercises  of  the  High  School  are  held  at 
the  Shiincr  Opera  House  in  the  evening,  a  class  of  seven  mem- 
bers graduating.  A  slight  rain  fell  in  the  early  evening.  The 
Public  School.-?  close  for  vacation. 

Satukoay,  June  30th. — A  southeast  wind  and  slightly  over- 
cast. Thcimorneter  80°.  The  average  temperature  for  tlie  inonih 
ofJune,atlP  it.,hasbeen  7-1  7°.  The  extremes  have  been  66°  on 
the  1st,  2nd  and  15th,  and  5S°  on  the  10th,  although  the  lowest 
temperature  was  reacheil  on  the  evening  of  the  2'Iud. 

Su.\D.-\.Y,  July  1st. — Sunday  morning  naps  were  disturbed  by 
a  shower  from  the  norihw-'St  with  continuous  but  light  thunder. 
Tiio  heavier  purt  of  the  storm,  which  was  apparently  accom-  j 

panied  with  hail,  passed  to  the  north.     Thermometer  S-U      A  | 

strong  westerly  wind  prevailed    in   the  afternoon   which    tried  I 

the  endurance  of  the  full  foliaged  trees.     The  fii'st   fire-fiies  or  I 

"Lightnitig  bugs"  of  the  season  flashed  through  the  air  in  the  I 

evening.  . 

MoXDAY,  July  2nd. — Cool  and  cloudy,  with  fresh  northwest  ;■ 

wind.     Thermometer  74°.     The  storm  of  yesterday  was  charac-  | 

terized  by  an  unusual  fall  of  water  in  the  locality  of  Utica, 
causing  the  canal  and  the  Mohawk  river  to  overflow.  Severe 
storms  are  also  reported  from  the  west  and  south. 

Amos  T.  Carpenter,  for  many  years  an  esteemed  resident  of 
the  city,  died  today  aged  8'.'. 

Eipe  currants,  black,  and  red  raspberries  and  cherries  succeed 
strawberries  in  market  today. 

The  Common  Council  meet  in  the  evening  and  discuss  the 
Aurelius  Avenue  bridge. 

Tuesday,  Julj'  3rd. — A  southerly  wind  and  somewhat 
cloudy.  Eeports  of  serious  reverses  to  the  Russian  army  in 
Armenia  are  received.  New  pocatoes  boldly  enter  the  market 
today  at  $2  00  per  bu-hel,  but  the  continued  influx  during  the 
day,  reduced  the  price  to  $.80  per  bushel  in  the  evening.     So 
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far  as  1  have  tested  thein  I  think  a  little  more  age  would  add  to 
their  excellence  and  I  mistrust  that   cultivators    are  digging 

them  to  secure  a  respite  from  the  battle  with  potato  bugs.  1 

{Mem.     I  notice  that  it  impairs  the  usefulness  of  the  potato  | 

bug,  to  soak  him  in  kerosene  oil.)     Thermometer  78°.  |. 

The  Board  of  Education  held  its  regular  montlilj-  session  in  | 

the  evening,  and  the  usual  3rd  of  Juh'  bonfires  and  small  fire-  I 

works  were  indulged  in  by  Young  America.  | 

Wednesday,  Julv  4tli. — The  anniversary  of  our  National  | 

Independence  is  ushered  in  with  a  hundred  guns,  more  or  less,  | 

and   tlie  ringing  of    bells.      A  clear  sky  and  a  cool  northerly  J 

wind  contribute  to  the  prospect  of  a  pleasant  day.     Thermom-  | 

eter  79'.     Ad  Indian  game  was  advertised  for  Seward  Avenue  | 

Park  in  the  forenoon,  but  frora  failure  to  procure  transportation  I 

or  other  cause,  the  poor  Indian  disappointed  the  oxpectatious  of  .| 

the  white  face.     An    immense  throng  of  strangers,  estimated  *. 

variously  at  from  10,000  to  20,000  visited  the  city  to  v-itness  I 

the  "sham  battle  "at  the  Fair  Grounds,  a  reproduction   on  a  i 

small  and  harmless  scale  of  the  Battle  of  Gettvsburg,  under  the  | 

auspices  of  the  Grand  Army.     The  affaii'  was  a  success  so  far  < 

as  the  number  of   spectators  could  make  it,  but  the  limited  | 

number  of  combatants  of  the  opposing  forces,  afforded  little  | 

opportunit}  for  the  display  of  gallantry  or  for  blowing  any  raw  | 

recruit's  eyes  full  of  powder.     The  usual  amount  of  vociferous  | 

crimination  and  recrimination  was  indulged  in  as  to  the  failure  ! 

of  the  army   to  turn   out,  and  the  battle   will  be  fought  over  i 

again  and  aguin,  with  wordy  weapons,  for  rnanv  day.s  to  cnrne.  5 

AltogetliiT  the  da\  has  been  a  nieinoralile  one  for  Auburn.  ■ 

TnrusDAY,  July  .5tb. — Wind   southwest,  and  slightly  over- 
cast,    A  lull  from  the  excitement,  tumult  and  noise  of  yester-  j 
day,   with    no   incident  of    importance,  characterizes   the   day.  f 
Miss  Bullard  produces  the  Cantata  of  the  Flower  Queen  at  the  ■] 
Academy  of  Music  in   the  evening   for   the  benefit  of  the  Sey-  j 
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mour  Library,  the  singers  being  from  her  classes  in  the  public 
.schools.  The  Board  of  Education  hold.s  an  adjourned  meeting 
and  appoints  the  public  school  Icacher.s  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Thermometer  76". 

FkidaY,  Jul}'  6th. — Cloudy  in  the  morning  but  clearing  dur- 
ing the  dflv  with  a  fresh  wind  from  the  north.  Thermometer 
73".     Miss  Bullard  repeats  her  concert  in  the  evening. 

Saturday,  July  7th. — A  bright,  clear  da}',  the  weathercocks 
indicating  a  slight  northerly  current  of  air,  but  the  undercurrent 
is  from  the  south.  Thermometer  80'.  History  seems  to  be 
taking  a  vacation,  the  most  important  local  events  being  occa- 
sional  falls  from  cherry  trees,  resulting  in  a  sprained  wrist  or  ; 

broken  arm,  and  a  basket  of  scattered  cherries.  i 

i 
SuxDAY,  July  8th. — A   waim   morning,  relieved  by  a  fresh  ! 

breeze  from  the  south  and  southwest,  with  scattered  clouds.  I 

Thermometer  So".     Today  was  the  nominated  day  for  the  world 

to  come  to  an  end.     The  world  continued  to  rotate  hovvevei',  as 

on  ordinary  days,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  shower  in 

the  evening,   was   not  widelj'  diiYerent  from  former   peaceful  ; 

Sabbaths.  j 

MoxUAY,  July  9th. — -Wanii  and  somewhat  sultry  with  mild 
rain  from  the  south  and  west,  accompanied  with  thunder. 
Mr.  Perrigo  says  the  weather  promises  badly  for  haying,  which 
is  now  in  its  midst,  and  will  be  apt  to  rust  v.'heat.  Fierce  tor- 
nadoes pass  over  the  eastern  part  of  this  state  and  Massachusetts, 
and  through'Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  destroying  buildings  and  crops, 
and  o'casioning  some  loss  of  life  in  the  latter  locality.  Torn.a- 
does  have  been  unusually  frequent  and  de.structive  in  the  west 
this  season,  the  property  destroyed  amounting  to  several  mil- 
lions of  Jollar.s.  Thermometer  72".  In  local  base  ball,  the 
"  Crickets,"  of  Einghumton  come  to  Auburn,  and  to  grief,  by  a 
score  of  1*^  to  6  iu  favor  of  the  Auburn  club. 

I  notice  that  the  Linden  or  Basswood  tree  is  in  full  bud,  but 
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I 

not  3'et  in  bloom.     I  know  of  no  later  flowering  tree  in   this  4 

locality.     Toda}'  being  washing  clay,  the  showers  have  some-  i 

what  tried  the   patience  of  Bridget,  who  was  late  in    "  getting  f 

her  clothes  out."  ^ 

Tuesday,  July  10th. — The  morning  opens  with  smart  show-  ^ 

ers  from  the  west  and  northwest.     The  weather  is  what  Mr.  ;] 

Perrigo  would  call  "  ketchy  "     As  the  day  advanced  the  sky  | 

cleared,  a  fresh  wind  from  the  west  sprang  up,  and  the  threat-  5 

ening  aspect  of  the   morning  was   not   fulfilled.     The  Sunday  j 

School  of  the  First  Piesbyterian   Chuich  initiated  the  Sunday  | 

School  picnic  season,  by  a  trip  to  Fair   Haven.     Other  enjoya-  | 

ble  occasions  of  a  similar  nature  are  advertised  b3'  the  various  s 

Sunday  Schools,  in  hot  succe.ssion,  and  large  temporary  acces-  5 

sions  to  the  Sunday  School  ranks  may  be  reasonably  anticipated.  ,^ 

Huckleberries  are  in  market  for  the  first  toda^',  and  the  purple-  ^ 

lipped  boy  need  no  longer  necessaril}'  be  charged  with  having  | 

been  in  a  swimming.     Thermometer  V-i".  ^ 

The  usual  Tuesday  calf  cavalcade  made  its  pilgrimage  through  i 

our  streets  today,  on  its  way  to  the  depot.     Some  of  the  speei-  -^ 
mens  were  finer  than  any  I  have  before  noticed  this  season.                 -        | 

And  nov/  my  dear  doctor  my  task  is  ended.     It  has  extended  I 

over  a  period  of  slow,  but  wonderful  transformation,  from  the  I 

gray  barrenness  of  early  spring  to  the  rich  bloom  atid  verdure  ^ 

of  a  perfect  summer,  gladdened  with  the  promise  of  an  unusu-  I 

ally  abindant  harvest.     A  season  of  more  perfect  development  ;] 

is  rarei}'  accorded  us.     \Vh:\t  wonder  then  that  I  should  have  | 

drawn  largely  from  nature  in  making  up  my  daily  record?  5 

It  i?  my  purpose  at  an  early  day  to  i-etire  to  a  ruiiil   retreat  5 

in  the   neighborliood  of  in}'  friend,  Mr.  Perrigo,  whei-e  I  stiall,  : 
for  a  few  weeks,  sit  at   the  feet  of  t!ie  goJiless  Ceres,  rather 

than  court  the  rnuse  of   History.     I  trust  that  some  woithy  ■ 

successor  among  my  hi.-:torian    brethren,  will    take  up  the  tale  ■- 

where  I  leave  it,  and  continue  it  in    m^-  abience.     Duties  have  ] 

pressed  heavily  upon  me  during  the  pas:  month,  and  in  writing  | 
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up  my  notes,  I  find  them  ai  times  to  b.ivc  become  musty  and 
mildewed  fiom  lap?f  of  tiruf,  v.-hich  must  excuse  the  lack  of 
freshness  characterizing  my  record. 

I  maj"  add  a  few  general  notc.-^  of  the  month  which  may  be 
of  interest.  The  Russian  war  has  dragged  its  slow  length  along. 
The  Turks  have  overcome  the  ilontenegiins;  the  Russians 
have  crossed  to  the  south  shore  of  the  Danube,  suffering  heavj'  , 

losses,  but  inflicting  no  less  upon  the  Turks.     In  Asia  !^[inor  I 

the  Turks  achieved  a  marked  success  over  the  left  wing  of  the 
Russian  Army,  threatening  to  raise  the  siege  of  Kars,  and  put  j 

an  end  to  the  advance  on  Erzeroum.     The  latest  advices  report  I 

there-establishment  of  the  Russian  lines  and  the  renewal  of  the 
siege.  ; 

An  Indian  outbreak   in   Oregon   creates  some   prospect   of  ' 

another  Indian  campaign.     Sitting  Bull  is  reported  as  raiding  ■ 

upon  the  territories,  from  his  retreat  in  the  British  possessions.  I 

The  question  arises  as  to  the  propriety  of  chasing  him   across  ' 

the  line,  as  has  lately  been  done  on  the  Mexican  border  by  the 
United  Slates  troops,  in  pursuing  the  bandit.-?  across  the  Rio 
Grande.  , 

General  Grant   has,  within  a   few  days,  retreated  from  the  ; 

hospitalities  of  England  to  the  quiet  of  Belgium,  en  route  for  } 

Norway  and  Sweden,  and  a  general  tour  of  the  continent.  I 

President  Hayes  has  issued  an  order,  depriving  federal  office  i 

holders  of  the  luxury  of  taking  leading  parts  in  political  cam-  i 

paigns,  and  for  the  future,  stars  in  that  line,  will  have  to  content  ' 

themselves  with  taking  the  parts  of  stock  actors  and  "supes." 

And  now  v.-ith  my  pax  lecum,  I  take  my  leave. 
Verv  trulv  yours, 

"b.  b.  snow. 

Historiographer. 


AuBUi'.x,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1877. 
B.  B.  Snow,  E?q  , 

IJtar  Sir : — Tiie  undersigned,  your  associates  in  the  Cayuga 
County  Historical  Society,  appreciating  tlic  value  of  the 
"  Monthly  Record  of  Current  Events  "  which  you  have  prepared 
and  read  before  our  association  at  their  last  three  meetings,  join 
iu  the  earnest  request  thai  you  will  continue  these  very  inter- 
esting papers,  not  only  for  our  present  gratification,  but  to  aid 
the  society  in  carrying  out  one  of  the  main  objects  of  its  organ- 
ization— the  preservation  of  local  history  in  an  acceptable  form 
for  future  reference. 


J.  H.  Osborne, 
L.  E.  Carpextek, 
Wm.  G.  Wise, 
J.  T.  M.  Davii:, 
Samuel  W.  Dufeifld 

C.  D.  MacDougall. 
Byrox  C.  Smith, 

D.  M.  Osborne, 
G.  W.  Allen, 
W.  D.  Baldw  in, 
Wm.  a.  Baker, 

A.  G.  Beardsley,  Jr., 
J.  W.  Dunning, 
Jas.  Seymour,  Jr., 
e.  d.  woodrufe, 
Nelson  B.  Eldred, 
n.  J.  Knapp, 
Geo.  R.  Pece, 

B.  Fosgate, 

E.  R.  Fay. 


J.  D.  Button, 
W.  H.  Seward, 
D.  M.  Dunning, 
J.  Le-r^is  Grant. 
Charles  M.  Baker, 
Charles  Hawley, 

S.    WiLLARD, 

Theo.  D1.MON, 
Wm.  E.  Woodin. 
Dennis  R.  Alwar.o. 
Chas  Standart, 
T.  J.  Kennedy, 
F.  P.  Taber, 

I;ANSINGH  ErIGGS, 

D.  E.  Clapp, 
W.  Hollister, 
H.  L.  Storke, 
John  S.  Clark. 
W.  H.  Carpenter, 

E.  S.  Newton, 
Samuel  Lyon. 
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AuEUKN,  N.  Y.,  July  11,  1S77. 
My  Dear  Doctor  Schliernarin  : 

The  day  opens  clear,  v.'ith  a  fresh  wind  from  the  northwest. 
The  Historical  Society  held  its  regular  monthly  session  last 
evening,  and  listened  to  an  entertaining  paper  from  J.  Lewis 
Grant,  Esq.,  describing  a  sportsman's  tour  in  the  wiMs  of 
Canada  The  society  vrith  the  laudable  determination  of  per- 
petuating something  of  local  history  that  might  by  possibility 
come  to  your  notice,  voted  to  continue  the  duties  of  local 
historian,  and  with  a  delicate  and  commendable  consideration 
for  3'ourself,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you  may  have  devoted 
much  time  and  research  to  the  labor  of  deciphering  the  record 
thus  far  presented,  and  to  the  end  that  you  might  not  be  com- 
pelled to  acquaint  yourself  with  an  entirely  unfamiliar  style  of 
hieroglyphics,  voted  to  continue  your  present  correspondent 
temporarily^  in  his  position.  This  will  excuse  to  you,  v,-hat 
might  otherwise  seem  presumption  on  my  p-irt,  in  intruding 
my  observations  on  your  notice.  The  tiiermometer  ini:licates 
a  temperature  of  I'.V  at  1  1'.  il.  The  Snndav  School  of  St. 
Peter's  Church  hold  their  annual  picnic  at  Knscnore. 

THL'iii^D.vY,  July  12;h. — A  clear  warm  morning  with  wind 
from  the  west.  The  Wall  street  M.  E.  Churcli  Sunda\-  School 
go  picnicing  to  Ensenore.  The  Water  Works  Company 
commences  laying  iron  mains  through  State  street.  The  water 
in  the  Owasco  Lake  Outlet  at  the  upper  dam,  is  reported  at  9 
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inches  above  the  crest  of  the  dam,  vrhich  is  18  inches  lower  | 

than  on  the  corresponding   day  last   year.     The   Orangemen  \ 

celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Boyne  today  in  various  i 

localities  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  collisions  | 

with  the  Catholics  are  reported  at  Montreal,  resulting  in  the  loss  | 

of  three  or  four  lives.      Thermometer  80°.     The  Psi  Upsilon  \ 

Fraternii}-  hold  a  social  re  union  at  the  St.  James  Hotel  in  the  I 

evening.     A  fine  shower  in  the  evening  with  moderate  thunder.  1 

Fbiiuy,  July  13th. ~  A  charming  cool  morning  with  v;ind  \ 

north -.ve.-t.     The   first   circus   of   the   season,  with    menagerie  I 

accompaniment,  parades  the  streets  in  the  morning.     Among  j 

the  distinguished  an-ivals  reported  in  the  old  world,  I  note  that  i 

of  the   Potato  Bug  in  Germany.     He  is  reported  as  arriving  5 

packed  in  saw-dust  and  was  received  with  kerosene   and    an  \ 

illumination   which  he  declined  and  set  out  at  once  for    the  ' 

potato  fields.     Evidently  his  mission  is  one  of  business  rather  \ 

than  pleasure.     Thermometer  70°.  \ 

S.\.TrRDAY,  July  14th. — A  bright   warm    morning    with    a  J 

slight  current  of  air  froia  the  south.     In  accordance  with  the  j 

intention  which  I  announced  in  my  last  oornmnnicalion,  I  today  ; 

enter    upon  the  seclusion    of    rural    life.      I    have    arranged  j 

with  an  e-teerned  friend  of  careful  habits,  to  keep  a  record  of  ] 

the  temperature  for  me  during  my  absence,  that  I  may  have  | 

daily,  at  least  one  reliable  item  of  interest  in  rny  recoid.     To  ; 

the  casual  observer,  it  n-;ay  seem  a  simple  matter   to  keep  a  '■ 

record  of  the  temperature.     Experience,  however,  has  satisfied  ; 
me  to  the  contrary.     It  is  like  getting  up  early  in  the  morning, 
easy  etiough  when  ^-on  have  once  formed  the  habit,  but  you 
are  apt  to  forget  it  until  the  habit  is  well  lixed.     During  the 
past  month  I  had  occasion  to  be  absent  a  day.  and  impressed  ■ 

upon  the  household,  the  importance  of  securing  the  record  for  ^ 

me.     Upon  my  return  in  the  evening,  the  matron  of  the  house-  i 

hold  repniicd,  "  well   I  declare,  I  forgot  all  about  it,  but  it  was  * 
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about  the  same  as  yesterday."  Another  n:ember  of  the  house- 
hold, whose  altitude  had  been  somewhat  neglected,  from  a  tip- 
too  observation,  reported  the  mercury  well  up  to  "  blood  heat," 
while  the  housemaid,  who  was  projected  on  the  beanpole  style 
of  architecture,  looking  down  from  her  height,  marked  the 
range  well  down  towards  the  "  freezing  point."  I  was  therefore 
compelkd  to  adopt  a  mercurial  instead  of  a  golden  mean,  and 
make  the  record  "  about  the  same  as  yesterday." 

If  I  were  to  undertake  a  daily  record  of  events  as  has  here- 
tofore been  my  practice,  its  perusal  would  be  like  reading  the 
alternate  pages  of  a  book,  as  the  daily  papers  upon  which  I  am 
wholly  dependent,  come  to  me  with  an  almo.st  impudent  irreg- 
ularity. I  have  thought  best  therefore  to  group  the  different 
subjects  rather  than  attempt  to  detail  thern  in  strictly  chronnjngi. 
cal  order.  I  begin  therefore  with  the  weather,  which  has  been 
exceptionally  fine  daring  the  whole  summer.  Throughout  tlie 
harvest  season  scai'cely  a  dr.>p  of  rain  fell  to  interfere  with  the 
securing  of  tli.'  crops.  I  have  rioted  rain  as  f(5l]o';^•s.  Tuesday, 
July  17,  ra'nv;  and  a  severe  storm  with  wind  from  the  soulh- 
vrc-it  on  tlie  night  of  the  18th.  Rain  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
27th,  and  a  slight  rain  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th.  A 
lazy  rain  An?.  8th,  and  a  fine  shovrer  on  the  lOih,  both 
in  tlie  aftei-noou.  A  severe  thunder  gust  with  heavy  ram 
on  Sunday  the  12th.  A  heavy  shower  in  the  late  afternoon  of 
the  1-oth.  and  still  another  the  16ih.  Aug.  24'h  was  shov.-ery 
v.-ilh  a  strong  south  wind,  a  heavy  shower  falling  about  6  V.  M. 
A  fine  sliowcr  the  night  of  the  2Sth.  No  distinctively  rainy 
days  have  oecurrpd  during  the  summer.  The  wind  has  been 
light  and  vai-iable,  the  prevailing  winds  being  from  tlie  west 
and  northwo^t.  E.xceptional  to  this,  the  l.TSt  (Liy  of  July  and 
the  1st  and  2nd  davs  of  August,  a  strong  sontli  wind  prevailed, 
followed  by  tliree  days  of  strong  northerh'  '.vind.  ]''rior  to  the 
rains  of  the  lOih  and  12ih  of  August,  the  earth  became  parched 
and  crardens  suffered  materiallv  from  lack  of  rain.     Pasturajre 
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also  suffered  to  the  extent  of  increasing  the  price  of  butter  from  \ 

16  to  25  cents  per  lb.     The  temperatare  though  warm,  has  been  ; 

free  from  those  extremes  of  heat  which  sometimes  charaeterize  t; 

our  summers.     The  average  temperature  for  July  was  79.9°,  the  ) 

highest  being  89°  on  Sunday  the  29th,  and  the  lowest  70°  on  | 

Friday    the   18tb.     For   August    the   average    was    79.2°,   the  | 

extremes   being    90"   on  Monday-  the   8th,  and    68"  on  Friday  j 

the  Slst.  I 

The  record  of  crimes  is  somewhat  startling.     On  Friday  July  | 

13,  Edmond  Hoppins  killed  Philip  Proudfoot,  of  Sterling,  by  | 

striking  him  with  a  ball  club.     The  provocation  for  the  deed  ; 

■was  the  fact  that  Proudfoot  was  charged  with  having  seduced  3 

Hoppins'  sister  under  promise  of  marriage.     Both  were  3'oung  * 

men.     Hoppins  was  committed  to  jail  to  answ^er  the  charge  of  | 

murder.     On    Thursday,    August   9th,    William    Brown    and  ^ 

James  Rooney  of  the  town  of  Scipio,  got  into  an  altercation  in  | 

the  harvest  field,  the  dispute  arising  as  to  which  should  rake  a  t 

certain  swath  of  oats.     Brown  struck  Rooney  on  the  bead  with  ; 

his   rake,  as  he  claims  in    self  defence,  killing   him.     Brown  ^ 

attempted  suicide,  but  was  unsuccessful,  not  cutting  his  throat  I 

in  the  right  place.     He  was  committed  to  jail  but  was  subse-  i 

quently  bailed.     Oa  the  same  day,  Charles  Moon  residing  in  | 

the  town  of  Ira,  was  shot  and  killed  by  a  man  disguised  as  a  j 

tramp.     Moon's  father-in-law  Lester  Brotherton,  an  ex-convict,  I 

was  arrested  and  committed  for  the  offence,  although  he  denies  3 

any  knowledge  of  it  and  claims  to  be  able  to  establish  an  alibi.  ' 

The  alleged  provocation  is  the  fact  that  Moon  testified  against  \ 

Brotherton  when  the  latter  was  committed  to  prison.  ]• 

T'he  event  of  most  general  interest  has  been  the  "  Railroad  ; 

War,"  which  originated  in  a  strike  of  the  employesof  the  Balti-  ; 

more  and  Ohio  railroad,  on  account  of  a  reduction  in  wages.  ' 

The  trouble  spread  rajiidly  to  the  Pennsylvania  Central  railroad  ] 

and  other  lines,  until  most  of  the  roads  of  the  northern  and  west-  i 

ern  states  were  involved.     A  general  suspension  of  traffic  and  \ 
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travel  for  a  kw  thiys  if.-uhi.vl.  In  Balliinui-c,  Pillsbui-gh,  IJor- 
nell^villc,  BuU'alo  and  in  some  of  the  \vpstnni  cities,  mobs  were 
collectiid,  trains  were  forcibly  stopped,  much  property  was  de- 
stroyed and  many  lives  sacrificed.  The  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  were  ordered  out  and  government  troops,  as  far  as 
available,  were  brought  into  requisition.  The  most  disastrous 
occurrence  was  at  Pittsburgh,  July  21,  when  a  collision  look 
place  between  the  militia  and  the  mob,  several  lives  being  sacri- 
ficed on  both  sides.  The  mob  getting  the  better  of  the  conflict., 
burned  a  large  numb-jr  of  railroad  buildings,  engines  anil  cars. 
The  destruction  of  projjcrl}-  amounted  to  some  four  or  five 
nMllioii.s  of  dollars.  Tuesday,  July  24tb,  the  4fltb  I'egiineut  of 
this  eily  was  ordered  t<.>  BulTalo  to  guard  I'ailroad  property  in 
that  city.  The  regiment  returned  on  Frida\'  the  27th,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man.  They  reported  themselves  as  hospitably 
received  in  the  enem^^'s  country  and  were  commended  for  their 
soldierly  bearing  and  prompt  discharge  of  'luty.  It  must  be 
admitted,  however,  that  the  militia  did  ni.it  in  all  instances  meet 
the  public  expectation  iu  quelling  the  riots,  and  the  opinion 
was  oeca--iona!ly  expressed  that  the  regulars  were  more  effioienl 
for  that  purpose.  Perhaps  the  prom])t  mea.sures  of  Sheridan 
in  Chicago,  aft'orded  some  ground  for  this  belief.  The  v.-ar 
lasted  about  ten  days  and  gradually  subsided,  leaving  a  remnant 
existing  among  the  coal  miners  of  Pcnns3'lvania. 

Although  characterized  bv  the  pi'css  genei'ally  as  a  "  Kail- 
road  War,'  and  conlined  as  it  was  mainly  to  railroad  lines,  it 
had  more  or  less  syinpathv  fiuiii  all  classes  of  labor,  and  active 
participators  from  the  manufacturing  and  non-laborini;  cl.Ts-ses 
of  community.  William  II.  Vanderbilt  distributed  $100,000 
among  tlie  loyal  employes  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad, 
after  the  strike  was  ended,  and  dismissed  all  employes  who 
were  engaged  in  obstructing  the  road. 

In  the  obituary  column,  1  have  noted  the  following:  July 
IV,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Col.  Lym.-in  L.  Wilkinson,  for  many 
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veur^  a  resi.leiil  of  tins  city,  somewhat  noted  as  a  Democratic 
politician,  given  to  speech  making  at  ward  gatherings,  and  on 
presentation  occasions.      Age  67. 

July    27. — Col.   J.   M.   Ilealy.  a  prominent  resident  of  the 
town  of  Sennett,  at  the  age  of  79. 

July    28. — George    W.   Peck,  editor-in-chief   of    the  Dnihj  \ 

Advertiser,  shot  himself  fatally  in  a  fit  of  temporary  insanity.  I 

tie  had  been  indisposed    for  some  time,  and  latterly  seemcl  | 

pos.sessed  with  a  mania  for  self-destruction.      lie  was  a  gentle  I 

man   much  respected  in  our  community  with  a  large  circle  of  | 

friends.     The  circumstances  attending  his  death  were  peculiarly  J 

sad,  and  shed  a  i.^loom  over   the  entire  communitv.      His  a^e  f 

was  o7.  i 

July  31. — Edmund  C.  Skaddan,  a  prominent  resident  of  the  I 

town  of  Brutus  was  accidentally  drowned  while  bathing  in  the  1 

Seneca  River.     His  age  was  56.  ( 

August  3. — Edward  Wheeler  of    Fleming,   died  from   the  1 

efTect  of  a  cancer.     Age  63.  1 

August  7. — William   II.  Chase  of  Union  Springs,  died  of  | 

apoplexy,  age.l    78.      He    was  a  prominent  clergyman  of    tlie  I 

Society   of  Friends,   a   writer  of   considerable  ability,   and  .'in  \ 

exemplary  man  in  all  his  relations  in  life.     He  left  a  will  exe-  | 

ted  in  due  form,  containing  the  singular  bequest  of  his  remains  i 

and  all  his  worldly  goods  to  his  Creator.  I 

August  1-1.     Tliomas  Cushman,  for  man}'  years  a  Justice  of  i 

the  Peace  of  the  town  of  Scipio,  died,  aged  87.  3 

August  20. — Emery  Osborn  died,  aged  67.      He  was  mucii  ■• 
esteemed     in  community    as    a    reliable    business    man,    anil 

enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree,  the  confidence  of  our  public.     Fur  > 
many  years  prior  to,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  \v;i.- 

engaged   in  the  meat  market    business,  succeeding  Lis  father  J 

therein.  j 
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On  tlip.  j-iiiiic  J.iy  dicil  Henry  Beets,  ageil  65,  a  wt-ll  kmnvn 
resideut,  of  tlic  humbler  walks  of  life.  lie  was  a  Goniian  \>y 
birth, ami  in  his  voiingcr  days  was  characterized  for  his  industry. 
and  thrijiighont  life  for  liis  integrity. 

August  25. — William  Mooie  died,  aged  70  years.  He  was 
a  writer  of  souic  ability,  and  formerly  contributed  liberally  in 
his  line  to  the  local  papers,  but  latterly  was  understood  to  be 
the  regular  Auburn  correspondent  of  the  Syracn.-c  S'ludnj 
Neios.  ' 

August  29. — Brigham  Young,  the  .Mormon  leailer,  died  at 
Salt  Lal:e  City,  aged  76.  He  was  formerlv  a  resident  of  this 
county.  He  left  seventeen  widows  to  mourn  his  loss,  and 
ff)rty  four  orphans,  a  sufficient  number  to  start  a  respectable 
orphan  a.sylum.  He  was  the  father  of  tifty-six  children,  but 
the  number  of  his  wives  was  never  made  pulilic.  Most  of  his 
family  attended  his  funeral  but  are  not  reported  as  showing 
deep  grief.  As  each  widow  will  be  entitli.'d  by  law  to  a  life 
estate  of  one-third  of  his  property,  it  becomes  an  interesting 
question  where  there  will  be  thirds  enough  found  to  go  around. 

August  30. — Raphael  Semrnes,  notorious  as  the  commander 
of  the  Alabama  during  the  latter  years  of  the  rebellion,. died  at 
Mobile,  aged  68.  He  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  for  some  years  previous,  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Mobile. 
Of  general  events  I  have  made  the  following  notes: 
The  Russian  invasion  of  Turkish  Territory  has  thus  far 
resulted  disastrously'  to  the  invaders.  In  Armenia  no  general 
battle  has  taken  ])lace,  but  the  fighting  has  been  mainly  to  the 
advaiitage  of  the  Tark<.  Tlie  campaign  in  that  Incalitv  secnis 
almost  ended  for  the  veai',  and  has  been  discreditable  to  tht^ 
Russian  army.  In  Bulgaria,  the  Russians  after  crossing  the 
Danube  and  establishing  their  base  of  supplies,  pushed  rapidly 
forward  across  the  Balkans  with  their  cavalry,  securing  the 
important  Sehipka  Pass.      In  a  general   attack  on  Plevna,  July 
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30lh  and   Slst.  they  met  their  Bull  Run,  and  were  completely  | 

and  di?:istrously  roatcd.     This  necessitated  the  falling   back  of  I 

their  advanced    forces,   a   careful  watching   of  their   linci.  and  I' 

emboldened    the  Tui'ks  to   assume   the  offensive.     Eeinfurce-  5 

menls  are  being  rapidly  forwarded  on  both  sides,  and  a  general  1 

engagenicnt  may  occur  any  day.     The  Russians  seem  to  lack  1 

in  generalship,  while  the  Tui-ks  sui'pass  m  that  respect.  | 

General  Grant  after  a  brief  cijntinental  tour  has  returned   to  | 

Scotland,  wliere  lie  wa.-  n.i  cordially  received  as  in  England.  I 

He  was  riiride  a  Bui-gher  of  Edinburgh,  and  has  been  tendered  \ 

the  freedom  of  innumerable  citie,-^  in  Scoiland.  I 

Senator  Conkling  returned   from  his  Eui-upean  tour  early  in  1 

Aueust,  and  wa>  cjivcn  a  i't'Oeiilinn  on  his  arrival  in  New  York,  } 

^                         ^  ,                                      ...  i 

and  on   the  14lh   of    Augu.--!,    by   his  frienils  in    Ulica.      Gov.  J 

Tilden  quietly  departed   lor  Euroj^c  in  .Tidy  and  has  quietly  | 

made  his  tour  thus  far  withM"  getting  into  the  papers.  \ 

The  Indian  War  in  Montana  has  been  urosiressins;  visrorouslv  | 

with  varying  success.     On  the  11th  of  July,  Gen.  Howard  had  -■ 

an  engagement  with  the   Indians  on  the  Cottonwood   in  which  . 

the  Indians  weie  not  badly  worsted.     Gen.  Howard's  command  j 

suffered  severely.     On  the  9th  of  August  another  severe  engage-  j 

inent   occurred    at    Big    Hole,  between    Gen.   Gibbons'    com-  j 
mand  and  the  Indians,  in  ^\•llich  the  Indians  got  decidedly  the 
best  of  it.     Sitting  Bull  is  still  reported  in  the  British  Dominion 
awaiting  rnnbassadors  from  the  United  States  Government  to 
treat  for  peace.     The  campaign  does  not  promise  a  speed  \'  close 

and  the  indications  are  that  more  than   the  handful  of  troops  ; 

which  the  Government  is  able  to  send  will  be  needed  to  put  an  ; 

end  to  hostilities.  i 

Prominent  among  the  centennial  celebrations  of  the  year  was  ■ 

that  of  the  battle  of  Orislcany,  on  the  7th  day  of  August.     1 1  was  , 

attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  people  and  was  addre.-sed  by  i 

Ex-Govei'nor  Seymour,  the  orator  of  the  day  being  the  Hon.  I 

Ellis  H.  R'llierts  of  Ulica.     On  the  loth  of  August  and  the  two  j 
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following  Jays  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Ben- 
nington occurred.  All  New  England  was  there  and  the  occa- 
sion is  reported  as  one  of  tniich  interest.  The  President  nud 
his  cabinet  also  attended  afier  which  they  made  a  tour  of  some 
of  the  prominent  New  Enc/land  localities,  indulging  in  speech- 
making,  shaking  hands,  and  the  customary  amusements  of  a 
Presideniial  party,  swinging  around  the  circle. 

Of  seriatim  events  of  local  or  general  interest,  I  lind  the  fol- 
lowing in  my  notes. 

'^ATL'KDAV,  July  14th. — Couitne3'of  Union  Springs,  the  cham- 
piuu  oarsman,  is  prevented  by  sickne.ss  from  rowing  a  match  at 
Greenwood  Lake,  N.  J.,  with  his  rival  Eilc}-.  It  is  asserted  and 
generally  credited  that  Coaitney  svas  drugge.l 

•Mo.NiJ.w,  July  16th. — Tlie  assessors,  having  completed  their 
rounds,  advertise  for  a  revision  of  the  assessment  roll  by  those 
feelintr  agerit^ved.  The  C')inmon  Council  meet  in  the  evening 
and  discus.-;  the  Aurelius  Avenue  Bridge  and  accept  a  ^ift  of 
21  acres  of  land  from  Lvm;ni  Soule,  Esq.,  for  a  cemetery. 

TcK.'^u.A.Y,  July  17ih, — The  Universalist  Sunday  School  pic- 
nic is  held  at  Ensenoiv. 

Wei)Xks1).\.y.  July  ISth.  The  E.xchi  nge  street  .Methodi-'t 
Siindav  School  picnic  at  Ensenore.  ^'he  local  baseball  club 
starts  on  its  tour  fur  a  series  of  games  in  several  eastern  eitie.s. 
The  State  Senate  meets  in  extra  session  at  Saratoga  to  invesii- 
tj;ite  the  ei/ar!;es  against  Ellis,  superinteniieM  oi  the  bank  de pait- 
ment,  tor  laetics  in  the  discharge  of  his  dutic.-'. 

TuL'j;.?li.A.Y,  July  lyth.  The  Campbellite  Sunday  Seln'Ol  pic- 
nic at  Ensenore.      I  notice  the  first  locu.st  of  the  season  today. 

Fp.ID.W,  July  20th — The  first  sweet  corn  of  the  .-ea-on  i.-, 
rejiorted  to-i.-^s'.  the  frail  of  Abel  llud.'-o^rs  labors. 

TUKSD.W,  July  24th, — The  Central  Ciiureh  Sunday  School 
picnic  at  Fair  Haven. 
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Wednksiiay,  July  25th. — The  second  annual  clam  bake  at  -f 

Burdick's  Point  on  Owasco  Lake,  is  patticipated  in   by  some  'j 

two  luuidred  peiiple  from  the  city.  J 

TarRSi^AV,  July  2ij. — 1  lirst  notice  the  chirruij  vi  the  cricket  | 

in  tbe  evening,  and  the  first  peaches  appear  in   market..      The  I 

Cayuga  Lake  i-aiiroad  is  sold  today  on  the  first  mortgage  bonds,  I 

for  $20,000.  I 

Tuesday,  July  31si. — The  baseball    club  retarn.s  from  its  | 

tour,  haying  played  nine  games,  winning  five,  lo.^ing  three,  witli  i 

one  drawn  ^anie.      I  conft;ss  to  some  neglect  in  mv  note.s  of  the  I 

National    game.     Oui'    liome    club    has    plaved    with    varying  ,;^ 

success,  but  stands  a  chance  of  securing  the  stats  championship.  i 

They  seem   to  find  themselves  eutii-ely  unequal  to  cope  with  ,1 

the  Stai-s  of  Syracuse,  although  thev  easily  win   against  clubs  f- 

who  are  fiequently  successful   in  contests  with  the  Stars.     The  | 

base-ball  fevor  has  raged  fiercely   tliis  season,  throughout  the  '^ 

eounti'v.     Mv  chief  interest  in  it  has  been  in  dodging  balls  iu  1 

mv  daily  rounds.  ?, 

Wednesday.    Aug.    1st, — Tlie    Howgate    Polar  expedition  | 

sails  frum'New  London.  Ct.,  today.     A  singular  fact  connected  J 

svith  it    is,  that  a  gentleman  of   Cincinnati    contributes  $500  i 

toward   the  expenses  of  the  expedition,  hoping  to  confirm  his  ^ 

tlieory  that  an  open  passage  exists  throtigh  the  center  of  the  I 

earth,    from    the    north  to  the    south    pole,      lie   expects    the  1 

present  ex['edition,  if  It  succeeds  in  reaching  the  north  pole,  to  :i 

^;li!  th\-ough  ttie  tunnel  and  corne  out  at  the  south  end   thereof.  ■; 

The  chief  of    police  reports  94  arrests  by  the  police,  for  the  : 

month   of  July.      Fiank   Walworth    wiio  murdered   his  father,  \ 

and   was  senienced  to  State  Prison  for  life  therefor,  is  texiay  7 

pardoned  and  sot  at  liljeitv  bv  Gov.  Robinson.  i 

I 

Thursday,  Aug.  2nd. — The  Ross  Hose  Co.  picnic  at  Newark  | 

Valley  today.  ^ 
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-MoxUAY,  Aug.  6tti. — The  Common  Council  further  discuss 
the  Aureiius  Ave.  bridge. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  7th. — -The  Board  of  Educ:ition  meet  ia 
regular  monthly  session. 

WedxesdaY,  Aug.  8th. — The  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  picnic  at  Ensenore. 

Monday,  Aug.  13th. — The  London  circus  exhibits  to  a  large 
crowd  of  spectators. 

Tuesday,  Aug.  14th. — The  Auburndale  camp-meeting  com- 
mences today.  Flour  is  reported  as  declining  from  $9  to  $8 
per  Iv'irrei. 

Prof.  Hall  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  at  Vk^ashington, 
discovers  a  satellite  of  the  planet  Mars. 

Thursday,  Aug.  IGth.  —  '-Hose  6"  picnic  at  Taghanic  and 
the  Sl  George's  society  at  Fair  Ilaven. 

Frid.\y,  Aug.  I7th. — Bank  Superinieudenl.  Eliis  is  found 
guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  against  hirn.  and  is  removed. 
The  governor  nominates  Hon.  Allen  C.  Beach  for  his  successor, 
but  the  nomination  is  rejected  bv  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  16 
to  15. 

Prof.  Hall  discovers  a  second  satellite  of  the  planet  Mars. 
These  moons  are  quite  diminutive  in  .size  and  are  distant  from 
Mars  4,000  and  G,000  miles  respectively.  Mars  is  nearer  the 
earth  this  summer  than  at  any  time  for  the  p'\st  thirty  \'ears, 
and  has  been  exceedingly  brilliant.  The  discoverv  of  tliesc 
moons  is  not  exiiccied  to  afleet  tlie  business  interests  of  the 
country  materially,  althoagh  we  thus  acquire  considerable 
territory  by  discovery.  To  the  scientitie  vo;ld,  the  event  is 
important  as  tending  to  establish  the  nebular  theory.  A  rumor 
pr  -vails  however  of  the  discovery  of  a  third  moon  revolving  from 
west  to  east.  If  this  should  prove  true,  it  vrill  upset  some 
cherished  astronomical  theories. 
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Saturday,  Au;^.   IS. — The  State   Senate  adjourns,  having  \ 

been  in  session  just  one  month,  in  the  trial  of  Ellis,  and  attend-  ■, 

'n\i>:  the  Saratoga  horse  races.  I 

I 
MoxDAY,  Aug.  20th. — The  Common  Council  order  a  stone  | 

bridge  to  be  built  over  the  Owasco  outlet  at  Aurelius  Avenue,  1 

at  a  cost  of  something  over  $8,000,  awarding  the  contract  to  i 

C.  C.  Petty,  Esq.,  of  this  city.     The  assessors  repoit  the  assessed  ,      \ 

valuation  for  the  year  to  be,  real  estate,  $7,199,950;    Personal,  | 

$1,859.4.50;    Total,  $9,059,400.     The  total  assessment  for  187t-]  •] 

wa^  $8,667,825.     There  is  a  falling  ofT  of    some  $50,000,  in  1 

personal  property,  and    an    increase  in  the  real  estate  valuation  | 

of  upwards  of  $450,00ij.  | 

"  I 

Thursday,  Aug.  23rd. — A  total  eclip>'-e  of  the  moon  occurred  i 

today.     As  it  commenced  at  4  o'clock  p.  M.,  and   the  sky  was  -Jjj 

cloud v  in  the  evening,  it  was  invisible  hero.  j 

I 
Friday,  Aug.  24th. — The  Second  Pre.'^byterian  Church  Sun-  | 

day  School  picnic  at  Ensenore.  | 

Saturday,  Aug.  25th. — The    inrtyor    vetoes    thi-    Auielius  | 

Avenue  sioue  bridge  project.  1 

Tuesday,  Aug.  28th. — Courtney,  Piley  and   Pluisted  rov.-  at  j 

Saratoga.     Courtnev  winning    tlie  race    easilv.      Flaisted   who  ) 

was  favorite  next  to  Courtney  was  di.-^taneed.  \ 

J 
Friday,  Aug.  Slst. — Todav   I  resume  mv  labors,  after  mv  i 

o  ■■  .  "  < 

long  recreation,  and  shall  once  more  devote  rny  attention   tn  1 

noting   Kical  events  (or  this  i-ceord.     1  observe  many  change.-i  I 

in  the  aspect  of  things,  ^\liieli  have  been  wrought  during  my  J 

absence.     The  briglit  i)uo^•ant  vcrdui'C  of  the  spring  and  earlv  "y 

suiiimer  h;i.s  assuiiu-d   a   liponing    giavish  hue  foreboding   the  '; 

seif  and    vellow  It-ai.      TiiC  robins  silently  hover  about  in  com-  ' 

panies,  eating  the  ri[iciiing  grapes  and  sucking  the  sweet  juices  ■: 

of  theplum<  :   the  bob-odink  has  donned  his  sober  suit  of  gray,  i 

preparatory  to  playing  his  role  of  rice-bird  in  southern  marshes  ;  \ 

the  oriole  has  dofled  his  gay  plumage  and  sings  no  more  :  the  j 
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swallows  have  disappciired,  the  dusty  looking  blue  bird  suns 
himself  sleepily,  giving  forth  at  intervals  a  feeble  chirp  ;  the 
s[iarro\v  begins  to  chatter  noisily :  the  cricket  sets  up  his 
inoimtonous  serenade  in  the  early  afternoon  ;  the  days  shorten 
and  the  autumn  time  cometh.  The  grocers'  stands  groan  under 
their  loads  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  peaches  being  remarkably 
abi'.idant  and  of  fine  quality.  The  harvest  has  been  bountiful, 
bevond  anytliing  for  many  a  year.  T  hear  of  wheat  yielding  as 
-  high  as  52|-  bushels  to  the  acre,  whicli  is  nearly  or  quite  double 
;  the  avei'age  yield.  I  notice  that  the  water  at  the  uj^per  dam 
of  the  Owasco  outlet  is  reported  as  IS  inches  below  the  ciest  of 
the  dam,  showing  a  fall  of  27  inches  since  the  12th  of  July. 

Sati'RDAY,  Sept.  1st. — Cooler  with  rain  from  the  north. 
Thermometer  65°  and  cloudy.  Alvin  Adam-i,  the  founder  of 
the  American  Expre.-^s  Companv,  died  today  at  Wateitown. 
Mass.,  aged  75  years. 

Sunday,  .Sepu  llnd. — Wind  nortliwest  and  cloudy.  Ther- 
mometer 62''"  Filev.  M.  J.  Loaghlin,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's 
Catholic  church,  resigns  his  charge  today  on  account  of  impaired 
health  resulting  from  the  arduous  duties  of  his  lonp  pastorate, 
and  other  causes.     He  goes  to  Luna  in  this  state. 

Monday.  Sept.  3rd. — A  cold,  sour  day,  with  thermometer  at 
58°  and  occasional  rain  during  the  day.  Tlie  public  schools  open 
with  the  unusually  large  attendance  nf  1.97-1  pupil.s.  The  new 
primary  school  building  on  Franklin  sti-eet  is  cor:ipleted  and 
opens  with  68  pupils  in  attendance.  The  Comrniui  Council 
meet  in  the  evening  and  ordei'  the  tax  levy  for  tht;  year  of 
$63,700.  This  is  nearly  $20,00U  less  than  the  levy  ol  last  yeu.r. 
Tlie  chief  of  Police  reports  lOS  arre;t=-  for  the  rnoniii  uf  August. 
The  September  term  of  the  coiintv  court  convenes  with  little 
business  before  it.  A  i.lisastrous  fire  occurs  in  IScw  York,  origi- 
rauing  in  a  Piano  manufactory  on  Tenth  avenue,  by  which  sev- 
eral lives  were  lost 
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Louis  Adolphe  Thiers.  ex-Presidci)t  of  the  French  Republic, 
died  in  Paris  today,  aged  81  j'ears.  He  was  one  of  the  fore- 
most statesmen  of  the  age  and  hia  death  is  regarded  as  a  severe 
blow  to  the  Republican  part}'  of  France. 

The  Russians  latterly  seem  lobe  retrieving  their  ill  success 
in  Bulgaria,  having  successfully  resisted  the  attempts  of  the 
Turks  to  regain  Schipka  Pass  in  the  Balkan  mountains  and 
today  by  a  brillant  attack  they  capture  Lovatz,  an  important 
strategic  point,  looking  to  an  advance  on  Plevna. 

Tuesday,  Sept  4tb. — Slightly  cloudy  but  warmer,  with  wind 
in  the  south.  Thermometer  72".  The  Board  of  Education  meets 
in  regular  montldy  session  in  the  evening. 

Wednesday,  Sept  5lh.— -A  mild  autumn  dav  with  southerl-,- 
v/ind.  Thermometer  75°.  Crazy  Horse,  a  noted  Indian  chief- 
tain, who  surrer.dei'ed  to  the  United  States  forces  in  May  last, 
died  today.  He  was  suspected  of  designing  to  join  the  hostile 
Indians,  and  vras  placed  in  arrest.  Attempting  to  escape  he 
was  accidentally  bayoneted  and  died  of  his  wounds. 

Thursday,  Sept.  6th. — Cooler  and  cloudy,  with  a  northerly 
wind.  Thermometer  66".  An  Auburn  team  of  the  -iOth  Regi- 
ment, Capt.  D.  M.  Dunning  commanding,  start  for  Creedmooi' 
to  secure  several  prizes  in  the  ritie  matches  to  take  place  next 
week.  The  laboring  men  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Court  House, 
to  consider  measures  for  bettering  iheir  condition. 

Friday,  Sept.  7. — A  rainy  niglit  preceded  a  riiiny  morning, 
clearing  towards  noon.  Thermometer  59'.  The  unusual 
occurrence  latterly,  of  a  convict  escaping,  disturbed  the  monot 
ony  of  the  prison  today,  and  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  one  of  the 
positions  of  prison  keeper.  A  son  of  Ex- Alderman  White, 
died  today  of  lockjaw,  induced  by  the  loss  of  a  leg  crushed  by 
being  run  over  by  the  .Southern  Central  cars,  on  the  28  ult. 

Saturday,  Sept.  8th. — Cloudy  in  the  morning  but  clearing 
towards  noon,  with  wind   from  the  northeast.     Thermometer 
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66".  Prof.  Edward  IlaU,  D.  D.,  for  upwards  of  twenty  ye&VB  a 
I'.rofe.-sor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  this  city,  died  today, 
aged  75. 

Sunday,  Sept.  yih. — Clearing  and  pleasant.  Thermometer 
72".  Rev.  W.  Mai  heron,  late  of  Liina,  assumes  the  pastoral 
charge  of  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Cimrch.  It  is  reported 
that  the  Russians  today,  after  tliree  days'  fighting,  capture 
Plevna,  routing  the  Turks  as  completely  and  disastrously  as 
they  were  themselves  routed,  at  the  same  place  a  month  since. 

MoND.W,  Sept.  10. — Somewhat  cool,  and  overcast  with  a 
southeast  wind.  Tliermometer  76".  The  failure  of  Frank 
Leslie,  widely  known  as  a  publishei  of  periodicals,  is  announced 
today. 

Ti'KSD.w,  Seijt.  11th. — Somewhat  cloudy,  and  threatening 
with  brisk  south  wind.  Thermometer  73".  The  annual  fair 
of  the  Cayuga  County  Agricultural  Societ}'  opens,  today,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  rain.  There  is  no  remedy 
for  a  drouth  equal  to  a  County  Fair,  excepting  possibly  a 
Masonic  excursion. 

1  confess,  my  dear  Doctor,  to  a  dislike  of  taking  history  at 
long  range,  as  I  have  been  compelled  to  do  for  the  past  two 
months.  With  the  a.-^surance  that  I  will  not  again  attempt  it,  I 
.sbare  in  your  regiet  at  the  meagre  irnits  of  your  toil  in 
deciphering  this  record,  trusting  that  the  future  laay  develop 
something  more  interesting  and  profitable. 
Very  truly  yours. 

B.  B.  SNOW, 
Hhioriograplier. 
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AiTBi'RN',  Wednesday  Sept.  12,  1877. 
Mij  rknr  Doctor  Srhh'fi/iaun  : 

1  resiune  mv  Jaily  annals  somewliat  more  cheerfully  in  the 
hope  that  the  changing  season  ami  the  near  approach  of  our 
annual  political  agitation  will  afford  sutlieient  items  lo  inal'.e  my 
record  acceptable  and  of  profit  to  you. 

The  morning  opens  with  a  fresh  south  wind,  and  with  light 
clouds.  The  Elistorieal  Society  was  favored  last  evening,  by 
H.  H.  Bo.nwick,  E.-q.,  with  an  interesting  sL'eteh  of  the  late 
William  Boilwick,  an  eai-Iy  settler  of  this  city.  The  working- 
men's  meeting  at  tlie  Court  House  was  addressed  b}'  llie  Hon. 
Milo  Goodrich,  Col.  T.  J.  Ivennedy  and  Ca[it.  M.  11.  Hogan  ; 
and  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions.  T\\c  movement  seems  tn 
look  to  the  formation  of  a  workingmen's  pait}'  to  ojierale  in  the 
approae'iing  i)olitica!  e:inipaign.  Later  a-iviee-:  dis.M-i.'dit  the 
capture  of  Plevna  l)y  ti;e  Knssians  on  Sunday,  but  ^tate  that 
thev  are  goi'/i;/  to  capture  it.  These  v.ar  notes  foivibly  recall 
the  dispatches  during  the  late  Rebellion.      Therniomerpr  7'3". 

The  .■-eeonj  dav  of  ihc  County  Fair  indientes  a  quite  limned 
success  for  it.  The  entries  are  few  and  the  attend. mee  thin. 
The  failure  to  Include  ihe  agricultural  hoisetrot  among  the 
attractions,  mav  have  diminished  the  interest  to  some  extent. 
The  colored  people  hold  a  picnic  toda^'  at  Burt's  Grove.  The 
colored  band  dispensed  music  during  the  parade  to  and   from 
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tlie  grounds,  the  principal  parts  being  carried  by  thr  base  drum 
and  the  trombone. 

The  regimental  team  of  the  49lh  Eej;iment  quietly  return  fium 
Creedmoor  in  the  evening,  whither  they  had  been  to  engage  in 
the  rifle  match.  The  bulls-eye  seems  to  ha\e  been  too  small, 
vr  too  far  off  for  their  succe?.^. 

Thitrsday,  Sej'l  loth. — Clear  and  warm,  v;itli  light  wind  from 
the  south.  The  indications  of  a  storm  have  pa:Tseil  away  and 
the  daj-  is  clear  and  unusually  warm  for  the  season.  Ther- 
mometer 84°. 

.  The  County  Fair  closes  today  and  is  quolei!  a  failure,  the 
attractions  not  being  sufScient  to  induce  even  a  storm.  Tlie 
workingmen"s  party  organized  in  the  evening.  It  is  worthy  (jf 
note  that  the  "Talking  men  "  of  the  community  are  not  entirely 
ignored  in  the  movement. 

Friuav,  Sei.it.  14tn. — A  Ijriglil  warm  morning,  with  a  slight 
current  of  air  fi'om  tb.e  north.  Copious  dews  have  fallen  during 
the  uast  two  nights.  Tlie  light  I'ain  fall  of  the  year  is  indicated 
by  the  low  stage  of  llie  water  in  the  lake,  il  being  twenty-five 
inclies  below  the  crest  of  the  upper  dam,  wliich  is  six  inches 
lower  tlian  any  ju'evious  i-eeord.  Thermonuier  S3''.  Tlie 
International  Eitlc  n.iatch,  in  which  the  Britisli  a  [id  American 
teams  met  at  Creedmoor.  closed  today,  the  Americans  retaining 
the  champion.>hip  by  02  points.  Republican  and  Workingmen's 
caucuses  hehl  in  the  e\"ening. 

.Saturday,  Sept.  l.Tth. — C'le.'U'  and  pleas;int  witli  wind  from 
the  south,  freshening  to  a  brisk  breezi'  as  the  d:i\  progresses. 
Thermometer  i-4".  Tiie  Republican  Assembls  C'invention  for 
the  second  di-^tj'ict  met-  at  Moravia  and  immuiatjd  W.  Leslie 
Xoyes  <'f  0'.va<C'i  for  member  of  assembly  on  the  ().3rd  balkit, 
and  appoint  tliC  usual  delegates  to  the  state  and  senatorial 
conventions. 

The  workingmen's  senatorial  convention  met  at  \\'eedsport 
and  nominated  \Vm.  ,T.  Moses  ol  this  citv  for  senator.     Tweed 


7h  HKCOHD    nr    rCRREVT    KVENTP    FOR    SFI'TKMBKK.  J 

I 

details  his  "little  narrative"  to  the  New  York  iildcrmanic  coin-  i 

raittee  today.  i 

Sunday,  Sept.    16tli. — Tbe^south    wind^coiitinue.<,   the  sky  | 

goinewliat  clouded  and  the  air  sultr}'. ;;_ Thermometer  82".  | 

MoxDAY,    SepL    17th. — A  smart   soutli_wind,  and  cloudy.  1 

Thermometer  80".     Late  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  changed  to  \ 

northwest,  blowing  strong  and  bringing'rain  which  continued  j 

during  the  evening.     The  annual  reunion  of  Cowan's  Battery  i 

was  held  today.     Rev.    Dr.   Boardman,  pastor   of  the  Second  « 

Presbyterian  church,  resigns  his  charge  after  a  pastorate  of  six-  i 

teen  year's  duration.  I 

Tuesday,  Sept.   18th. — A    cool  morning,    partially    cloudy  ). 

with  wind  from  the  northwest.     Thermometer  60'.     Theannual  ^ 

inspection  of  the  Fire  Department  occurs  today  ;  visiting  corn-  j 

panics  from  Ithaca  and  Canandaigua  join  in  the  parade.     A  \ 

shipwreck  is  reported  at  Fair   Haven,  a  coal  barge  having  been  | 

blown  on  to  the  pier  and  sunk  during  the  storm  la.-t  evening.  > 

No  lives  lost.  j 

Wednesday,  Sept.  19th. — A  bright   autumn"day,'slightly  j 

cool  from  the  north  wind.     Thermometer  6S'.     Stanley,  the  ceie-  j 

brated  explorer  reports  himself^at  the  mouth  of  tho  Congo  river,  j 

having  traversed  the  entire  length  of  the  river,  which  in  its  upper  J 

course  was  known  to  Livingstone  and  others  as  the  Lnalaba.  i 

Stanley  is  the  second  explorer  of  modern  times  who  has  crossed  j 

the  continent  of  Africa  from  east  to  west  near  the  equator,  and  : 

bis  explorations  will  possess  much  interest,  especially  of  a  geo- 
graphical natura 

Thursday,  Sept.  20th. — A  .southwest  wind  this  morning 
softens  the  temperature,  the  sky  being  somewhat  overcast 
Thermometer  70".  I  take  occasion  to  note  in  my  record  of  today 
what  may  seem  an  intrusion  upon  the  privacy  of  domestic  life  : 
but  I  feel  as,<;ured,  my  dear  doctor,  that  the  respected  president 
of  our  society  will  pardon  me  for  advising  you  of  the  hymeneal 
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events  which  have  of  late  transpired  in  ]jis  liousehold,  liis  eldest 
son  having  been  married  on  Tuesday,  and  his  only  daughter 
being  happily  married  today.  1  plead  in  excuse  that  it  is  not 
a  frequent  occurrence  for  two  members  of  a  household  to 
indulge  in  the  luxury  of  matrimony  with  so  brief  an  interval, 
but  I  can  understaisd  that  in  this  instance,  professional  demands 
upon  the  head  of  the  liou.-ehold  had  so  accustomed  him  to  the 
experience  that  the  undertaking  may  not  have  seemed  of  so  great 
magnitude. 

The  Republican  Assembly  District  Convention  for  the  tir.st 
district  meets  at  Weedsport  and  nominates  William  II.  Eaker 
of  Cato  for  member  of  p^sembly,  and  selects  state,  judicial,  and 
senatorial  delegates.  L'tcal  ]iolitics  are  exciting  considerable 
interest.  Auburn  is  distinguished  at  the  Buffalo  State  Green- 
back Convention  by  the  selection  of  our  townsman,  13.  B.  Willey. 
Esq.,  for  presiding  officer,  and  by  the  nomination  for  attorney 
general,  of  Warren  T.  Worden,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  acknowl- 
edged early  ability,  but  so  far  advanced  in  the  autumn  of  life 
as  to  be  perhaps  a  little  loose  on  the  stem  for  the  rugged  require- 
ments of  the  position.     A  slight  rain  in  the  evening. 

Fbiday,  Sept.  21st. — A  cool  fall  day,  with  north  wind. 
Thermometer  59°.  Warmly  contested  Repnblican  caucuses  are 
held  in  the  evening.  It  is  astonishing  w^ith  what  certainty  rail- 
road accidents  occur  in  pairs  or  trijilets  even.  Yesterday  a 
train  on  the  wrong'- track  at  Clyde,  on  the  New  York  Central, 
resulted  in  a  collision,  killing  an  engineer,  and  tonight  a  mis- 
place<l  s\'riieh  at  Rome  demolishes  another  train,  severely  injur- 
ing sevei'al  employes.     The  state  fair  at  Rociiester  closes  today. 

S.\TUUr->.\Y,  Sept.  22nd. — The  mercury  nestled  down  close, 
]a^t  night,  to  avi^d  the  told,  and  stood  at  '12'  at  7  o'clock  this 
morning.  Tliere  was  no  frost  in  thi.s  locality  but  I  hear  of 
liglit  frosts  in  some  portions  of  the  count}-.  The  day  is  bright 
and  pleasant  with  thermometer  62",  and  wind  in  the  north. 
The  Republican  County  C'^^nvention  meets  at  the  Court  Hons(>, 
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the  exciting  content  being  over  a  notiiiiice  for  oherifl,  Mr.  John  | 

Chouteof  this  city  being  the  successful  competitor.     Richard  C.  i 

Steel  and  John  T.  M.  Davie  were  nntninated  for  County  Judge  | 

and  for  Siirrogatc,  respectively.  ij 

Sunday,  Sept    23rd.  —  A  .<outh  wind  and  clear  sky,  warm.  |, 

with  thermometer  at    72".     Jean   Joseph    Leverrier,    the   mos:l  i 

noted  astronomei'  of  the  present  century,  died  at  ParLs  today,  i 

aged  66  vears.     His  famous  mathematical  calculations,  which.  1 

foretold  with  almost  unerring  certainty  the  location  of  an  un-  3 

known  world,  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  planet  Neptune  in  lSi7.  | 

He  is  said  to  have  been  disappointed  and  soured  for  life  bccaiu-e  ] 

his  name  was  not  given  to  the  newly  discovered  planet.  | 

The  harvest  moon  has  been  exhibiting  for  the  last  two  or  three  '; 

evenings  to  delighted  spectators.  i 

MoXDAY,  Sept  2-ith. — Warmer,  with  south  wind  and  clear.  ^ 

thermometer  78".     The  patent  office  at  Washington  was  badly  I 

damaged  by  fire  today,  although  the  loss  in  models  is  not  great.  | 

Tuesday,  Sept.  25th. — The  wind  continue.-^  in  the  south  and  | 

the  temperature  increases  notwithstanding  the  scattering  clouds.  1 

Thermometer  81".     A  convict  named  Thorpe  knocks  a  fellow  j 

convict  named   Howard  from  the  third  gallery  at  the  Prison,  ] 

killing  him.     The  Democratic  caucuses  for  the  city  are  held  in  \ 

the  evening.  ] 

Wedxesday,  Sept.  26th.— The  wind  is  at  it.-  old  tricks  of  dry  \ 

times,  opening  iu  the  south  in  the  morning  and  gradually  work-  ] 

ing  around  by  way  of  the  west  to  the  north  in  the  evening,  with  J 

frequent  light  clouds.     Thermometer  80^     The  chief  talk  on  ] 

the  streets  today    is  the   great  single  scull    race  at   Ensenore  1 

tomorrow.  Tlie  Republican  State  Convention  assembles  at 
Rochester,  and  is  notable  for  the  personal  attack  of  Senator  Conk- 
ling  upon  George  W.  Curtis,  construed  as  indicating  an  issue 
with  the  administration  policy. 
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I'lii'Ksii.w,  Sept.  27i1j. — The  iiii;ii  uiii.n  opens  with  a  d(MiSL; 
fog  which  obscures  the  sun  until  nearly  nine  o'clock  when  it 
clears  ofl'  warm  and  pleasant,  with  a  slight  haze,  a  day,  worthy 
tlic  most  fastidious  Indian  summer,  following.  The  wind  sliglit, 
fl-oiii  the  north,  veering  to  tlie  east  and  south  in  the  afternoon. 
The  scull  I'ace  was  rciwed  in  the  afternoon,  Courtney  easilv 
.viuniiig,  with  Eiley  second  and  Johnson  third. 

An  amateur  match  between  Messrs.  Eldred  and  Atwater  of 
this  city,  in  which  the  former  won,  preceded  the  great  contest. 
A  large  concourse  of  people,  variously  estimated  at  from  eight 
to  fifteen  thousand,  witnessed  the  contests  which  were  in  all 
resiiects  an  entire  success.     Thermometer  78\ 

I-'kidav,  Sept.  2Stb. — A  southwest  wind  and  a  close  sultry 
air,  wiih  a  slight  sjirinkle  of  rain  about  noon.  Light  thunder- 
showers  go  around  to  the  south.  Thermometer  78".  The 
Deinocratic  assembly  convention  is  held  at  Moravia,  and  nom- 
inates Mr.  John  M.  Freesc  of  Aurelius,  for  member. 

Satukuay,  Sept.  2tllh. — A  dense  fog  in  the  morning  renders 
if?  useless  for  one  to  get  up  early  to  see  the  sun  I'ise.  The  mist 
clears  away  soon  after  nine,  and  a  clear  day  succeeds.  The 
weather  vane  points  dreamily  to  the  west,  where  the  last  cur- 
rent of  air  left  it,  but  wandeis  anuind  to  the  east  in  the  aftei'- 
noou  in  a  bewihlercd  manner,  as  if  hunting  for  '.he  wind  which 
was  trying  to  hide  from  it.     Thermometer  72". 

The  first  assembly  district  Democratic  conventicm  assembles 
at  Cato,  aud  nominates  11.  B.  Converse  of  Port  Byron,  for 
member.  A  Prohibition  county  convenlicjn  is  lield  at  the 
Court  House  aud  nominates  a  county  ticket,  with  II.  V.  How- 
land  for  county  judge. 

SrxDAY,  Sept.  oOth. — The  official  "  indications  "  liave  for 
several  days  been  prophesying  "  rain  areas  and  falling  bart)- 
meter "  for  the  ''  lower  lake  regions,"  but  the  weather  has 
calmy  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  with  a  dignified  dis- 
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regard  of  tlie  predictions  of  ils  official  observer,  and  Se{>teniber  | 

bands  over  to  October,  its  treasures  of  ripening  fruits  andcbang-  3 

iijg  foliage,  upon  as  perfect  a  Sabbatb  fs  could  have  been  that  ^ 

which  inspired  the  innmortal  hymn  of  '•  hol^'  George  Herbert :"  | 

"  Sweet  day,  so  cool,  so  calm,  so  bright,  «■ 

,  Bridal  of  earth  and  sky."  ? 

A  clear  warm  sunshine,  a  mild  south  wind  with  the  Ther-  5 

J 
mometer  at  82',  mark  a  wide  contrast  between  the  exit  and  the  i 

advent  of  September.     The  average  range  of  the  thermometer  ^ 

for  the  month,  has  been  72.5",  the  extremes  being  58"  on  the  | 

8rd,  and  84"  on  the  13th  and  loth.     On  fourteen  da3-s  of  the  | 

month,  the  temperature  has  not  been  below  To'  at  1  o'clock  p.  M.  .* 

Eev.  Dr.  Boardman  preaches  his  parting  discourse  to  his  con-  S 

gregation   in    the    evening.     Rev.    J-    Alabaster   assumes    his  | 

pastoral  duties  at  the  Exchange  St.  Methodist  Chnrcli  in  the  | 

evening.  | 

Monday,  Oct  1st. — October  seems  loth  to  change  the  order  -i 

of  things  as  September  bequeathed    it,  and  the  month  opens  | 

with  a  warm  clear  day  with  brisk  south  wind  and  thermometer  -j 

at  84:".     The  Circuit  Court  commences  its  sessions  with  Judge  J 

Rumsey  presiding.     A  small  body  of  dissenters  from  the  Kepub-  | 

lican  local  nominations,  met  at  the  Osborne  House  and  resolved  .J 

to    have  another  county    convention.     Tlie   Common   Council  | 

meets  in  the   evening,    and   the  inevitable  Aurelius    Avenue  | 

bridge  is  the  theme  of  an  animated  debate.  'j 

TuESD-VY,  Oct.  2nd. — The    wind   still    hold.-^  frailly  to    the  ' 

south,  witli  a  clear  warm  sk}'.     Thermometer  SO".     The  Chief  ' 

of  Police  reports  77  arrests  for  the  month  of  September.  ' 

A  musical  convention,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Emerson 
of  Bo.=  ton,  commences  its  sessions  today.  The  Board  of 
Education  holds  a  quiet  session  in  the  evening.  The  "  oldest 
inhabitant "'  now  takes  ^'ou  by  the  buttonhole  and  impressively 
informs  you  that  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Auburn  anywhere 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  years,  but  that  his  well  has  never 
been  dry  before. 


RECORii    OF    CfRREXT    KVF.NT?    FOR    OCTOBER.  6-S 

Wednesday,  Oct.  Srd. — Clear  and  vvann  with  the  wind  itill 
in  the  south  and  more  brisk.  The  Doniocratic  Slate  Conven- 
tion assembles  in  Albany  and  is  chiefly  distinguished  by  the 
litter  contest  bet'^veen  the  Tammany  and  anti-Tammany  fac- 
tions in  which  the  former  is  as  usual  triumphant. 

Rev.  Dr.  R.  R.  Welch  is  formally  inducted  into  the  Professor- 
ship of  Ciiristian  Theology  of  the  Seminary,  at  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Ch  urch  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Perrigo  called  on  me  today. 
His  broad  full  face,  bronzed  by  the  harvest  sun,  was  in  marked 
contrast  with  his  spotless  shirt  bosom,  which  stood  out  like  a 
big  white  blister  upon  his  breast.  Lie  was  evidently  quile 
excited  upon  the  political  situation  arid  spolie  warmlv  of  the 
sellishness  of  Auburn  in  "gobbling  up,'  as  he  expressed  it,  all 
the  important  positions  upon  the  local  t'cket.  In  vain  I  assured 
him  that  I  was  simply  a  local  historian  and  eschewed  politics 
from  necessity  no  less  than  from  choice, — that  histor}'' must  be 
impartial.  I  ilnally  arrested  him  by  a  ip.iiet  inquiry  as  to 
whether  it  had  rained  lately  in  his  loi;ility,  when  he  at  once 
became  eloquent  upon  the  drouth,  lie  lual  a  well  in  his  house 
and  one  in  his  barnyard,  but  had  to  punqi  all  the  water  for  his 
stock.  Some  oi  his  neighbors  had  to  bring  water  two  or  three 
miles  for  their  stock.  Fall  feed  was  all  dried  up  :  no  butter  was 
being  made;  late  sown  fall  wheat  was  i-uincd;  potatoes  ^vero 
yeilding  poorly  and  would  be  worth  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  bushel 
before  next  spring,  and  with  the  advice  to  me  to  buy  a  load  nou; 
and  put  in  my  cellar,  he  took  his  leave. 

ThuESIJAY.  Oct,  -ith. — The  wind  which  has  been  roving 
around  for  some  days  in  search  of  the  eqviinoctial,  fixed  itsi'lf 
steadily  in  the  south  last  night  and  blew  strong  till  it  biought 
it.  This  morning  the  rain  commenced  aud.coniinued  most  ol 
the  day  with  strong  wind,  which  changed  to  the  north  shoiily 
after  one  o'clock.  Thermonicler64'.  I  was  skeptical  yesterday, 
when  a  man  predicted  rain  before  tonight,  but  he  assurei-i  me 
if  I  onl}'  had  faith,  it  would  rain.     My  faith  in  him  was  some- 
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whal    weakened,  in   that    he  ollercil    to    bet   me    that    his  j^rc-  | 

diction  vrould  prove  true.     If  he  bad  tokl  me  that  he  based  his  s 

prediction  upon  his  corns,  or  rheumatic  pains,  or  .'^oriie  other  bod-  | 

ily  ailment,  instead  of  his  faith,  I  should  have  been  more  ready  3 

to  credit  it.  :^' 

Friday,  Oct.  5th. — Cool  and  cloudy  with  a  nortlierly  wind.  j 

The  equinoctial  was  emphatic  but  of  short  duration.     In  many  | 

localities  damage  is  reported  from  the  excessive  raiu,  and  ship-  | 

ping  suflered  from  the  severity  of  the  wind.     Thermometer  | 

52".     Clear  and  cool  in  the  evening  with  indications  of  frost.  \ 

A  successful  concert  of  the  musical  convention  at  the  Opera  ] 

House  ID  the  evening.  I 

Satukday,  Oct.  6th. — The  wind  changed  to  the  west  about 
9  o'clock  last  evening  and  clouds  came  to  the  re.-eue,  averting 
the  threatened  frost.  The  wind  is  a  little  north  of  west  this 
morning,  with  thick  clouds,  and  cool.  Tiie  robins  held  a  mass 
meeting  in  the  apple-tree  and  resolved  to  go  south.  A  belated 
cricket  chirp'  >  feebU'  last  evening  as  if  ^vearicd  in  closing  out 
his  concert  for  the  season,  and  indicatiorjs  c>f  fall  weather  arc 
unmistakable.  Thermometer  48°.  A  cyclone  of  political  con- 
ventions swept  over  the  county  today.  The  Republican  Sena- 
torial Convention  at  Port  Byron  renominated  the  Hon.  Wni.  V>. 
Woodin  for  Senator.  A  Prohibition  Assembly  Convention  at 
the  same  place  nominates  Rev.  Julius  Robbins  of  this  city  for 
Member  of  Assembly.  The  Democratic  County  Convention  met 
at  the  Court  House  and  nominated  Thomas  Reed  of  Auburn  for 
Sherifland  S.  Edwin  Day  of  Moravia  for  County  Judge.  The 
Workingmen's  County  Convention  met  at  the  Academy  of  Music 
and  noun'nated  H.  Y.  Howland  for  County  Judge  and  Charles 
Hoskins  for  SherifT.  The  Dissenters"  Convention  met  at  the 
same  place  and  endorsed  the  nominees  of  the  Workingmen's 
Conventi<;n.  The  woods  are  full  of  candidates  this  fall,  and 
unless  the  intelligent  voter  exercises  great  care,  he  will  vote  for- 
somebody  tliat  his  political  friends  did  not  intend  he  should. 
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Sunday,  Oct.  7th. — Tlie  morning  opan.s  bright  with  wind  in 
the  south,  but  the  sky  becomes  overcast  as  the  day  progresses. 
Thermometer  59'.  Kev.  Mr.  Stacy  enters  upon  his  pastoral 
duties  with  the  Wall  St.  Methodist  Church. 

MoND.VY,  Oct.  8th. — A  strong  southeast  wind  commenced 
during  the  night,  continued  with  much  violence  during  most  of 
the  day,  the  result  doubtless  of  the  ordering  of  cautionary  signals 
at  Oswego,  Rochester,  and  Buffalo  by  the  department  at  \Yash- 
ington.  A  slight  rain  fell  during  most  of  the  afternoon. 
Thermometer  55".  The  trial  of  the  convict  Tiiorpe  for  murder 
commenced  in  the  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

TUEPD.VY,  Oct.  9th. — The  morning  opened  clear  with  the 
wind  in  the  southwest  and  warmer.  The  clouds  gathered 
somewhat  as  the  day  advanced,  but  cleared  in  the  evening,  with 
the  wind  in  the  north.  Thermometer  60\  ^fr.  H.  V.  Rowland 
declines  to  accept  the  triple  honor  of  the  nomination  for  county 
judge  tendered  him  by  the  Pj'ohibition  and  Workingmen's  and 
Dissenters'  Convention.  A  new  moon,  not  unlike  a  section  of 
melon  rind  in  appearance,  hangs  di'eaniily  above  the  western 
horizon  in  the  evening. 

Of  the  events  of  general  interest  which  have  transjiired  since 
mv  last  report,  I  note  the  following : 

The  'J'urco-l'ussian  War  has  changed  little  in  its  aspect, 
although  much  lighting  has  transpiied  and  severe  losses  have 
been  sustained  on  both  side,--.  The  Russians  have  been  unable 
to  secure  Plevna,  althou'/h  repeai«:d  attempts  have  been  made 
to  storm  the  place.  Nor  have  the  Turks  been  successiiil  in 
vaesting  the  .Schi]>ka  Pass  fivmi  the  1!i;-s!;i!h,  although  desper- 
ately attempting  it.  fn  .Armenia  no  ni"\r_'inent  has  been  made, 
uritil  within  the  last  lew  davs  the  Russians  nnnic  a  spu-niMdic 
etioi-t  to  cut  o!T  the  Tni'kish  communications  with  Kais,  buD 
without  success.  The  campaign  for  the  year  may  be  said  lo  be 
at  an  end,  and  is  in  all  respects  extremel}'  discreditable  to  Rus- 
sian Generalship. 
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General  Grant  lias  rciaained   in  England  and  Scotland,  and  | 
lias  been  feted  until  lie  has  acquired  considerable  facility  at          _        i 

speechniakiiig.     Tlie  President    has  made  quite  an    extended  § 

tour  of   some  of    the  western  and  southern  states  during  the  | 

month,    and   seems   to  have  been    enthusiastically  welcomed,  |- 

especially  in  the  south.  1 

Gen.  Howard  has  been  chasing  and  fighting  the  Nez  Perces,  \ 

but  with  little  prospect  of  exterminating  them.     The  campaign  1 

seems  destined  to  continue  into  another  season.     A  delegation  i 

of  friendly  Indians  visited  Washington,  and  made  their  wants  I 

known    to   the  President,   their   Great   Father,  limiting   their  i 

demands  to  ulster  overcoats  for  the  whole  tribe,  mowers  and  "; 

reapers,  brick  school-houses  and  such  other  convenii.     ?s   as  i 

their  white  brethren  indulged  in.  jj 

As  it  is  the  first  stale  wdiich  has  tried  the  experiment  so  far  •      f 

as  I   am    advised,  I   note  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Colorado  j 

voted  down  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  '| 

state,  conferring  upon  women  the  right  of  suffrage.  -^ 

The  month  has  been  notable  for  tlie  failure  of  Savings  Banks,  3 

both  in  the  east  and  west,  and  startling  developments  of  stupen-  | 

dous  frauds  have  been  made,  notably  those  of  ^^forton,  of  Phil-  I 

adelphia,  in  the  over  issue  of   street  railway  shares,  and    the  J 

raising  of  insurance  certificates  by  Gilman  of  New  York, — the  '| 

fraud   in  the  latter  instance   amounting  to  upwards  of   three  | 

hundred  and    fiftv  tliou.-.'md  dollars.     So  ends   mv    first    fall  '\ 

record.  'l 

Verv  truly  youi.<,  j 

B.  B.  SNOW,  i 

Hhtoringrfqihtr.  ; 
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Auburn',  N.  Y.,  Wedxesday,  Oct.  10,  1877. 
^[y  Dear  Doctor  tSchlievianii  : 

I  deem  it  prudent  to  preface  my  record  for  the  coming  month, 
with  the  remark,  that  the  political  sky  is  somewhat  lurid  just 
now,  uiid  will  probably  become  more  so  as  the  month  advances. 
The  unoffending  citizen  is  quietly  probed  on  all  available 
occasions  as  to  his  predilections  for  this  or  that  candidate,  or  this 
or  that  policy,  until  even  the  humblest  individual  can  scarcely  fail 
to  realize  that  he  is  an  important  cog  in  the  great  wheel  that  runs 
the  political  machine.  Tliis  society  however,  constitutionally, 
and  from  natural  selection,  ignores  politics.  If  therefore,!  should 
inadvertently  note  some  fact  in  my  record  which  might  be  con- 
strued in  tiie  interest  of  any  particular  candidate  or  pcilicy,  it 
should  be  charged  to  m}'  own  indiscretion,  and  not  be  regarded 
as  reflecting  the  views  of  the  society.  With  this  anchor  to  the 
windward,  I  resume  my  ta.sk. 

The  morning  opens  wilii  a  brisk  soutliea.sL  wind,  and  cloudy. 
A  slight  rain  in  the  afternoon.  Thermometer  (>2".  Ttie  His- 
torical Society  at  its  session  last  evening,  listened  to  an  elabo- 
rate, carefully  prepared,  and  iiighly  interesting  biographical 
sketch  of  the  late  Elijah  Miller,  prepared  by  the  Hon.  B.  F. 
Hall. 

State  elections  were  held  ^-csterday  in  Iowa  and  Ohio,  the 
result  being  timidly  Republican  in  the  former,  and  apatheti- 
cally Democratic    in    the  latter.     The   process  of   plating  the 
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badly  dilapidated  pavement  of  Genesee  St.  with  tar  and  gravel,  1 

commenced  today,  at  the  corner  of  South  Stu     A  conference  of  | 

Adventists  commenced  its  session  at  the  Academy  of  Music.  | 

The  Democratic  Senatorial  convention  meets  at   Port  Byron,  a 

and  nominates  the  Hon.  Chas.  N.  Ross  for  Senatoi-.  | 

The  Republican  Judicial  convention  of  the  7th  judicial  di.s-  | 

trict,  meets  at  Rochester,  and  re-nominates  Judge  Charles  C.  I 

Dwight  of  this  city,  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.     The  | 

Common  Council    meets   in    the   evening   and  designates  the  \ 

polling  places  for  the  coming  election,  and  directs  the  collection  g 

of  the  city  tax  levy.  I 

An  esteemed  member  of  t!ie  Ilistorical  Society,  whose  verac- 
ity is  unimpeachable,  assures  me  that  a  shower  of  snails  in  shells 
fell  in  his  garden  during  the  storm  of  Monday  night.  He  knows 
that  they  "  rained  down,"  and  showed  me  a  handful  of  tlie 
brown,  translucent  shells,  about  an  eightli  of  an  inch  in  length 
and  of  uniform  size.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  toads,  ashes,  sul-  ' 
phui-,  etc.,  to  '■  rain  down,''  and  I  remember  to  have  read  of  a 
shower  of  fresh  beef  somewhere  down  in  Kentuclc}',  but  I  think 
a  shower  of  snails  has  never  before  been  reporter!.  Possibly 
the.y  came  from  the  moons  of  ^fars.  T  think  it  nKM'e  ]irobable, 
'however,  that  a  colony  of  snails  somewhere  indiscreetly  got  on 
a  lark,  and  w"ere  inooutiueutly  swept  up  by  a  ey(_;lone,  to  be 
landcii  in  my  neighbor's  garden.  At  any  rate  the  snails  were 
there  after  the  shower.  * 

TlIUHSD.VY,  Oct.  11th.- --Although  the  wind  had  continued 
in  the  south  and  west  iluring  the  day,  the  air  has  been  cool, 
and  a  di'izzling  rain  nic)-!t  of  the  day  lias  i;iven  us  a  foretaste  of 
what  We  mav  exjicct  during  the  coming  fall.  The  jury  in  tin' 
ea.sc  of  Thorpe  iirougiii  in  a  vei'dict  iil  niuider  in  the  llrst 
degree,  "and  the  court  tool:  u]i  the  second  murder  trial,  that  of 
Brown  foi-  killing  Rooney.  Mr.  Moses  announces  his  declina- 
tion of  the  nomination  for  senator,  by  the  workingmen's  con- 
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vention.  'J'lie  ciU'  treasurer  ml  vertices  the  colluutioii  <:it  tlie 
fity  tax. 

My  iieiglibor  reports  a  second  invoice  of  snails  last  night. 
I  think  he  is  becoming  slightly  skeptical  as  to  the  "  raining 
down"  theory,  and  inclines  to  the  belief  that  their  coining  may 
be  accounted  for,  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  tlic  formation 
of  dew ;  that  is,  that  they  arise  from  the  ground  and  condense  as 
it  were,  upon  the  sidewalks,  etc.  Scientists  will  of  course,  draw 
their  own  conclusion, — it  is  my  duty  simply  to  I'ccord  the  fact. 

Fkiuay,  Oct.  12th.— A  cold  rain  from  the  northwest  charac- 
terizes the  morning  and  most  of  the  day.  Thermometer  -iT". 
The  second  trial  of  Eilc}'  for  shooting  Harris  in  this  city 
December  last,  commenced  todu}-. 

Brown  was  acquitted  and  discharged  from  custody. 

Saturday,  Oct.  lath.— Cloudy  with  wind  in  the  northwest, 
butw-armer.  Thermometer  oo".  Clear  in  the  afternoon.  Tiie 
jury  convicted  Riley  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree,  and 
he  was  sentenced  to  the  Elmira  Keformatory, — his  being  the  first 
sentence  to  that  institution  from  this  county.  Tliorpe  was  t^iday 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  on  the  7th  of  December  next,  and  the 
court  adjourned  to  November  S,  to  try  the  remaining  ]>r!soners 
charged  with  murder,  each  of  whom  i.-^  claimed  by  his  oounst-l 
to  be  insane.  Gilman,  the  forger  of  insurance  seriji.  pleaded 
guilty  before  I'eeorder  Ilnckctt,  and  is  sentenced  to  state  prison 
for  live  years,  the  shortest  term  the  crime  admits  of. 

SuxDAY,  Oct.  14th.— October  is  dealing  kindly  with  us.  noi - 
withstanding  the  few  incletnent  davs  of  Last  week.  The  sky 
was  sufficiently  threatening  this  inoi-nint'-  to  afloi'd  an  exeu-e 
for  fair-v;cather  christians  to  stay  at  home,  but  at  noon  it  was 
cloudless  and  the  air  balms'  as  a  spring  day.  Thi'i'mrani'tcr  To  . 
Wind  .slight  from  the  south. 

Monday.  Oct.  15th. — A  briglil  clear  day  with  wind  from  lii.- 
south.  Thermometer  72".  Congress  convened  in  e\tia  ^•es-ii:>ii 
today,  and  the  Louse  elected  Mr.  Randall  speaker. 
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Tl'esdav,    Oi.'t,.    16tli. — Yesterday    sat    up    late    last   ni^lit,  | 

beguiled   by  the  "  sweet  silver  light  of  the  moon,"  and   today  i 

gets  up  this  morning  moody  and  cross,  with  a  northwest  rain.  ^■ 

It  clears  shortly  after  nine  o'clock,  but  soon  clouds  over  and  ^ 

the  evening  brings  rain.     Thermometer  60".     News  from  the  i. 

elections  held  in  France  on  Sunday  last,  report  a  Republican  ^j 

victory,  but  with  a  net  gain  to  the  Imperialists.     An  important  | 

victor}'  of  the  Russians  over  the  Turks  near  Kars  yesterday,  is  | 

reported.     The  Boards  of  Registration  hold  their  first  meeting  | 

today  to  register  voters  for  the  approaching  election.  | 

Wedxesday,  Oct.  17th. — A  da}'  of  cloud  and  sunshine  with  :{ 

norlherl}'  wind  and  thermometer  at  56".     The  political  commu-  ] 

nity  is  much  exercised  today  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Woodin  ^ 

from  the  senatorial  contest.     The  sole  remaining  candidate  will  >| 

be  lonesome  until  some  one  is  put  in  tlic  field  to  share  his  solitude.  '! 

Thursday,  Oct,  18th. — Another  partially  cloudy  day  with  :) 

south  wind  and  thermometer   04".     A  report  comes  that  the  ; 

Egyptian  Obelisk,  known  as  Cleopatra's  needle,  which  was  being  j 

transported  to  London,  was  abandoned  at  sea,  ofl:  Cape  Finisterre,  I 

during  a  gale  last  Sunday  evening.     It  would   be  sad   to  have  ! 

so  time-honored  a  relic  become  food  for  fishes.  j 

Ft:ri>AY,  Oct    19th. — A   dark  morning    with  a  modest    rain  \ 

from  the  northwest.     Thermometer  52".     The  Cleopatra's  needle  ^ 

which  was  abandoned  at  sea,  v,as  picked  up  all  ricdit  after  the 
gale,  having  floated  some  l(iU  miles,  and  is  again  headed  oi' 
pointed  for  Loudon. 

Tlie  workingmen  liold  a  meeting  at  the  Court  House,  in  the 
evening,  which  is  adilresred  by  a  Mr.  Junio  of  Syracuse.  Mr. 
F.  G.  Day  and  wife,  leave  for  New  York  today  to  sail  in 
tomiiriow's  steamer  fur  Europe,  where  Mr,  l);iv  enters  upon  hi-: 
duties  as' commercial  agent  at  Geetsemude,  a  small  port  near 
Bremen. 
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Saturday,  Oct  20th. — The  rain  continued  most  of  the 
night,  and  the  morning  opens  cool  and  rainy  with  smart  nortli- 
west  wind.     Thermometer  42". 

The  Prohibition  convention  at  Wcedsport,  nominates  Samuel 
Bibbins  for  Senator.  Mr.  Bibbins  resides  in  Brutus,  and  is  old 
enojgh  to  make  a  good  senator. 

Sunday,  Oct.  21st. — A  dismal  October  day  with  rain  from 
the  northwest.  Thermometer  44°.  Gilman,  the  insurance 
forger,  reaches  Auburn  today,  having  been  transferred  from 
Sing  Sing  Prison.  Having  been  formerly  actively  interested 
in  the  theoretical  consideration  of  prison  discipline,  he  will  now 
have  an  oiportunity  to  stud}'  its  practieril  aspects. 

MOND.A.Y,  Oct  22nd. — The  weather  has  recovered  from  its 
late  unpleasantness  and  is  clear  and  bright,  but  cool  with  north- 
west wind.  Thermometer  15.  Tiic  Eeiniblicaa  Senatorial 
convention  re-assembles  at  Port  Byron,  and  nominates  Hon. 
Thfco.  il.  Pomeroy  of  this  city,  for  senator.  John  T.  Pingree, 
Esq.,  of  ibis  city,  is  today  nominated  for  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  by  the  Democratic  Judicial  conveuLior]  at 
Rochester.  I  surmise  that  this  nomination  was  not  made  in 
the  expectation  of  the  success  of  the  candidate,  but  rather 
in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  intelligent  and  patriotic  elector 
who  always  "  wants  to  vote  a  clean  ticket" 

An  explosion  of  tire  damp  in  a  mine  near  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
resulted  ill  the  death  of  uj)wards  of  230  miners.  This  is  said 
to  be  the  most  serirais  casually  of  the  kind  whir-h  has  ever 
occuri'od. 

Tu'rspAY,  (Jet  23rd.— The  mercury  dL-sccnde^l  to  :_'.2"  about  Si 
o'clock  last  evening,  but  soon  took  an  upward  tarn,  not  in  time 
however  io  j)revent  a  flight  frost,  which  nipjieci  the  tenderer 
leaves  of  out  door  vci'ttation.  Tliis  i--  the  fir^^t  fro^t  of  the 
seasori. 

The  morniug  opens  clear  and  bright,  with  a  slight  westei'ly 
wind.     Thermometer  59'.     The  Greenback  convention  at  Sodus 


92                RECORD    OF    CURKKXT    KVKNTS    FOli    OCT(>«ER,  I 

toiiiiy,  iiominaLes  B.  B.  AVilley,  K.sq.,  of  thi<  eitv  for  senator.  | 

and  endorses  Mr.  Pingree's  nomination  for  jurlgo.     1  think  Mr.  2 

Wille}^  will  i:ot  decline  the  nomination, — lie  is  too  zealous  for  3 

that.     Of  course  it  i.s  impossible  at  this  early  day.  to  estimate  | 

accurately  the  Greenback  vote,  but  from  the  best  information  1  i 

can  gather,  his  chances  of  success  are  of  that  shadowy  naturt-.  | 

wliich  is  not  calculated  to  encourage  any  but  the  most  sanguine  I 

natures.     Still  if  he  runs,  he  will  get  one  vote  at  least,  and  thai  .j 

rill  give  him  a  place  among  the  "  Scattering."     Tiiis  I  be''  vc  I 

completes  the  local  nominations,  and  gives  all  jwrties  a  ticket.  i 

except  the  ''  Breadwinners,"  who  have  only  invaded  our  localitv  .| 

to  give  our  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  Mr.  Worden,  a  place  .' 

on  their  state  ticlcet.     His  star  seems  to  be  in  the  ascendant,  as  j 

he  is  running  for  tliree  difi'erent  state  ofhces  on  as  many  different  ,| 

tickets.  'i 

The  Hook  and  Ladder  C\).  celelirate  their  53rd  anniversarv  .» 

in  the  evening.  .^ 

Wedxesday,  Oct.  2-ith. — The  morning  opens  warm,  with  a  ^ 

wind  from  the  soutli,  the  sunshine  .slightly  subdued  b}-  light  j 

cloud.s.     Thermometer   65".      The   workingmen    hold    anotlier  j 

meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  the  evening,  and  ratrh  a  tartar  'j 

in  their  speaker,  a  Mr.  Daggett  of  Brooklyn,  v.-hoexju-essed  his  '\ 

approval  of  the  efforts  made  tn  suppress  the  riots  at  Pittsburgli  | 

last  summer,  wliereupon  he  was  silenced  by  his  audience,  and  | 

more  congenial  local  talent  wascallc.l  in  tn  enlighten  the  asseni-  ' 

bled  multitude.  t 

The  crickets  chirruped  nierril}-  in  the  evening,  but  nearly  all  .• 

the  summer  birds  have  taken  their  leave,  the  l/ist  to  go,  as  the\-  j 

were  first  to  come,  being  the  robins  and  l-.hieViiids.  • 

'i'lirhSUAV,  Oct  :^."(th.  —  A  Any.zhu::  rain  Irom  tin'  north,  with  | 

thermometer  at  48.     Tlif  i-emains  of  the  latr  L'olonel   Rporli.  ! 

who  was  slain  at  the  Cnstar  massaert-.  wrre  burifd  with  militarv  3 

honors  in  Fort  Hill  cemetery  today,  m  the  kit  of  Mr.  Throop  i 
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Marlin.      Mfinoria!  .-services  for  the  late  Ecv.   J)r.   Edwin   Hall 
v.'crc  lield  at  the  P'irst  J'reshytcrian  Churdi  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  OcL  26th. — A  cold  northeast  rain  prevail.'^  the 
whole  day.  Thermometer  40".  Items  of  historical  intcre.st 
are  rare  just  now.  I  conclude  that  the  pul>li<j  is  too  much 
engaged  in  politics  to  do  anything  for  history.  And  still  tliu 
canvass  is  progressing  with  unusual  quiet  No  public  meetings 
have  been  held  in  this  locality,  and  few  in  other  parts  of  the 
state. 

The  cordial  greetings  of  candidates  with  their  constituents  and 
the  brief,  earnest  consultations  on  the  street  at  the  casual  meet- 
ings o'  ]x.ilitical  leaders,  are  about  the  only  signs  of  political 
activity.  Political  tramps  on  the  street  corners,  persistently 
appeal  to  candidates  for  donations  of  the  dianjcter  of  from  five 
cents  to  a  dollar,  with  pleas  of  past  service  and  future  good 
intentions.  One  of  these  way-farers,  a  one-eyed  man  from  the 
south  part  of  the  county,  accosted  me  today,  with  the  assurance 
that  there  were  twenty  men  in  his  neighborlujod  who  were  not 
going  to  vote  this  fall.  He  could  get  ever\-  !iuui  of  them  for 
ten  dollare,  and  earnestl}'  appealed  to  me  to  iiivcst  in  the  enter- 
prise. I  assured  him  tliat  I  was  not  a  candidate  for  any  oflice, 
simply  a  local  historian.  T  reminded  him  of  the  civil  service 
law,  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  suggesting  for  his 
reading  certain  treatises  on  moral  science,  and  left  him  inquiring 
wlici-e  he  could  find  a  candidate  for  scnatoi'. 

Saturday,  Oct.  27th. — Another  lowery  day,  with  wind 
stubbornly  in  the  noi'tlicast.  E\'-Go\-crnor  Tilden,  wdio  retm-ned 
from  his  European  tour  on  Tliursday,  is  serenaded  in  New 
York  in  the  cve;iing.  and  makes  a  speech. 

SfNDAV,  Oct.  2Sth.— Much  in  contiast  witli  last  Sunday,  the 
day  opens  clear  and  warm,  with  wind  in  the  southeast.  Ther- 
mometer 59 '. 
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Monday,  Oct.  29th. — The  luormng  oj)cns  clear,  with  wind  in  | 

the  south,  changing   to  the  northwest  shortly  after  noon,  and  i 

blowing  briskly.     Thermometer  (iO",  with  scattering  clouds.  g 

The  notorious  Aurelius  Avenue  bridge,  which  has  been  closed  | 

some  time  for  repairs,  is  today  reopened  to  the  public.  'i 

Tuesday,  Oct.  30th. — A  charming  October  day,  bright,  but  ^ 

not   entirely    cloudless,    and    cool    from    the   northwest  wind.  3 

Thermometer  51°.  1 

^fi.  x<oseboom,  the  Prohibition  candidate  for  sheriff,  declines  | 

the  honor  of  longer  continuing  in  the  field,  and  withdraws  from  ] 

the   canvas.s.      The   disposition    to   withdraw    prevails   among  J 

candidates  this  season,  almost  to  tljc   extent    of   an  epidemic.  \ 

Fortunately  it  has  been  a  fruitful  season  for  candidates,  or  we  I 

might  not  have  had  enough  left  to  make  a  complete  ticket  Vjy  | 

election  day.  ; 

"Wednesday,  Oct  31st.— The  south  wind  of  the  morning 
veered  to  the  west  about  9  o'clock,  bringing  rain  which  continue! 
during  the  forenoon,  and,  with  occasional  intervals  of  sunshine, 
until  evening.  Thermometer  44".  The  average  temperature 
for  the  month  has  been  od-bl",  the  extremes  being  84"  on  the 
1st,  and  40"  on  the  26th.  Twenty-four  days  have  been  cloudy, 
on  eight  of  which  it  has  rained. 

News  came  today,  of  the  death  of  Prof.  James  Orton  of 
Vassar  College;  on  the  30th  ult.,  on  Lake  Titi&ica,  in  South 
America,  at  the  age  of  47.  lie  was  on  his  homeward  journey 
from  his  explorations  in  Peru.  He  was  a  uatu'c  of  the  neigli- 
boring  village  of  Seneca  Falls, 

'J'hursday,  Nov.  1st — A  cool,  cloudy  day,  with  slight 
westerly  wind,  ushers  in  November.     Thermometer  4(3". 

A  hose  company  from  Elmira,  visits  the  city  to  engage  in  a 
championship  race  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  with  Niagara  Hose  Co. 
The  contest  was  deferred  on  account  of  the  unpropitious  state 
of  the  track. 
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'J';.e  Chief  of  Pcilicc  reports  seventy-fuur  arrests  for  October,  '' 

ihirtj'-scveD  of  whicli  were  for  intoxication.  United  States 
Senator  Oliver  P.  Morton,  of  Indiana,  died  today  after  a  linger- 
ing illne.^s,  in  the  ooth  year  of  bis  rige. 

Friday,  Nov.  2nd. — The  morning  opens  with  a  fierce  south 
wind  and  rain.  The  wind  kept  up  most  of  the  dav,  veering  to 
the  north  in  the  afternoon  when  the  rain  ceased.  Thermometer 
54. 

A  single  scull  race  between  Eldred  and  Atwater,  announced 
for  toda}'  on  the  big  dam,  was  postponed  on  account  of  the 
unfavorable  weather.  The  aurora  lighted  the  northern  sIc}-  late 
in  the  evening. 

S^TrRDAY,  Nov.  3rd. — A  brisk  westerly  -wind,  cloudy  and 
cool.  Thermometer  42  .  The  single  scull  race  for  the  cham- 
pionship of  the  big  darn,  between  Eldred  and  Atvratcr  today, 
resulted  in  the  success  of  the  latter.  At  night  the  ground  froze 
quite  solid. 

Sunday,  Nov.  4th. — The  wind  continues  west,  with  a  clear 
sky.  Thermometer  42°.  A  long  slim  earthquake  is  reported 
as  jarring  tbo  western  part  of  the  city  at  2  o'clock  \.  ^r.,  making 
its  way  east,  through  the  central  portion  of  the  state  into  New 
England.     It  was  also  felt  in  portions  of  Canada. 

Monday,  Nov.  5th.— A  brisk  north  wind,  -and  cloudy. 
Thermometer  50".  Considerable  animation  is  noticeable  in 
political  circles  today. 

The  Common  Council  meets  in  the  evening,  but  trinisacts  no 
business  of  importance.  A  cold  rain  began  in  the  evening, 
which  changed  to  simw,  the  first  of  the  season. 

Tuesday.  Nov.  (ith. — Election  day  opens  cold  and  cloudv, 
with  northwest  wind.  The  ground  is  white  with  a  light  snow 
which  fell  during  tlic  night.  Thermometer  o2',  having  gone 
up  7°  since  morning.  Election  pas.sed  off  quietly,  a  light  vote 
being  polled.  Board  of  Education  held  its  regular  session  in 
the  evenintr. 
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Wednesdav,  Nov.  Tth. — A  bright  clear  morning,  with  wind  \ 

in  the  soutli.     Thermometer  46'.     Tiie  .streets  are  thronged  with  5 

people,  discussing  the  result  of    yo.-terdaj'.s  election.     Nearly  i 

every  one  is  smoking,  and  notabi}',  thf).-<e  who  usually  limit  their  h 

e.Ktravagancc  in  this  direction  to  the    use  of   a  pipe,  are  this  i 

morning  indulging  in  domestic  "  Iia\'anas.''     The  aspect  of  the  I 

returns  is  decidedl}'  Democratic.     A    Democratic   sheriff   and  3 

county  judge  were  elected,  and  a  Democratic  member  of  assem-  I 

bly  in  the  lirst  assembly  district  of  this  county.     Mr.  Pingree  « 

was  justice  of   the  supreme  court  for  u  few  minutes,  but  later  3 

returns  dispelled  the  illusion.     Mr.  Porncroy  was  elected  state  I 

senator,  and  of  course  Mr.  "Willey  was  defeated.     The  Demo-  'i 

cratic  state  ticket  was  elected  bv  some  lo.OttO  maiority.  I 

"  i 

TiiUKSDAY,  Nov.  Sth.— Rainy,  with  brisk  south  wiui     Thcr-  | 

mometcr  -17°.     A  marine  disaster  on  Cayuga  Lake,  last  evening,  i 

is  reported,  in  wdiich  one  coal   barge  w'as  sunk  and  two  others  | 

were  stranded.     Government   should  establish  a  life-saving  sta-  1 

tion  on  this  lake.  i 

ViiXUAY,    Nov.    9th. — Warm    willi    south   wind,  which  s<;on  i 

changed  to  the  north,  bringing   rain.     Tiiermometer  47",  having  \ 

fallen  9"  since  morning.  ; 

Thouuis  Davis  was  found  dead  in  the  7th  ward  this  morning 
witli  his  scull  fractured,  whether  the  residt  of  accident  or  foul 
play  is  not  yet  determined. 

The  trial  of  Lester  Brotherton,  for  the  murder  of  Moon  in  the 
town  of  Ir;]  last  summer,  commenced  m  the  Oyer  and  Terminer 
today. 

.\n  cMei'ly  la.ly  named  Merrill,  residing  on  MacMaster  street, 
drovmul  lierself  in  a  cistern  today,  during  a  fit  of  temporary 
insanity. 

Satikuay,  Nov.  10th. — A  dull,  cloudy,  cold  morning  with 
north  wnnl.     Thermometer  26°. 
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I  noiic.c  in  the  evening:;  tlic  tiarncR  of  tlic  streets  displsived  on 
the  street  lamps  at  the  corner  of  North  and  Genesee  street.*. 
This  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  onr  city  and  is  worthy  of  general 
introduction. 

Promineut  jjolitical  leaders  appe^ir  to  be  especially  fortunate 
just  now  in  falling  in  with  reporters,  and  airing  their  views  as  to 
the  can;e?  and  significance  of  the  result  of  the  late  election. 

SrXKAY,  Nov.  11th. — A  bright,  cool  day  with  wind  in  the 
southwest.  Thermometer  SS".  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hawley.  pa.^torof 
the  First  rresbytciian  Church,  enters  upon  the  twenty-first  year 
of  his  pastfjrate  witli  that  sfx-iety  today. 

Moxi'AY,  Nov.  12t]i. — A  ]i:irtia11y  clear  d;iy  with  wmd  in  the 
west.  Thermometer  4■±^  Tlic  coroner's  jury  in  the  Uavis  case 
c  .)ntinue  their  investigatiouF.  but  without  solving  the  mystery  of 
his  death.  An  adjourned  meeting  of  tiie  Common  Council  is 
held  this  evening. 

"^  TuiSD.V'i',  Nov.  loth.- -A  bright  cloudlcos  day  with  wmd  in 
the  northeast  changing  to  southwest  during  the  forenoon.  Ther- 
mometer 43°.  A  little  amelioration  of  the  temperature  would 
warrant  the  expectation  of  Indian  summer. 

The  supervisors  meet  today  as  a  board  of  canvassers,  to  can- 
vass the  vote  at  the  late  electi«;)n,  making  Mr.  Lnmey  of  this  city 
chairman. 

Of  the  events  of  general  interest  since  inv  List.  1  n(ife  the 
following  ; 

On  the  olh  of  October,  Chief  Joseph,  au'l  his  band  of  hostile 
Nez  Pcrces  Indians  .surrendered  to  General  Miles,  thus  ending 
for  the  present  the  Indian  hostilites  in  the  territories. 

The  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  cnvo3's  extraordinary  from 
the  United  States  government  to  his  Indian  majesty.  Sitting 
Bull,  were  granted  audience  with  that  dignitary,  who  listened 
to  them  in  silence  and  responded  in  the  same  manner.     He  is 
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evidently  not  di-po:ied  to  treat  for  peace  and  announces  1„- 
deterrainntion  to  renew  ho=:tilitics  as  soon  as  his  braves  havp  Iv.H 
a  breathing  spell. 

The  President  and  cabinet  visited  the  state  fair  at  Richmond 
Va.,  inspecting  the  stock,  making  little  speeches,  shakinrr  hand-i 
and  othertvise  conducting  them.selves  i„  a  coriciliatory  mr.nn.'r 
towards  our  southern  brethren. 

The  annual  elections  have  been  held  in  several  of  the  stat-^. 
resulting  much  as  was  anticipated,  except  po.ssibly  in  Ohio 
where  at  the  October  election  an  unexpected  strength  was  dev-l' 
oped  by  the  workingmen's  party,  giving  the  state  to  the  Demo- 
crats by  a  plurality.  While  in  New  York  the  Democrats  ele., 
their  state  ticket,  the  Republicans  retain  their  ascendency  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature.  In  New  Jersey  the  cosmmv,!- 
.t^n  general,  McOlelian,  is  elected  governor  bv' a  handsome 
inajonty.  1  his  is  regarded  by  many  as  the  Fair  Oaks  of  a  Pen- 
insular campaign  for  the  Presidency  in  ISSO. 

Congress  still  continues  its  extra  session,  making  lutle  pix. 
gress  with  the  army  appropriation  bill,  for  which  it  was  especially 
called,  but  agonizing  itself  over  the  Resumption  Act  and  the 
currency  question.  General  Grant  has  at  length  torn  Imns-^-li 
away  from  his  Lritish  friends  and  betaken  himself  aci-oss  the. 
coannel  to  Paris,  where  he  s,:e,ns  to  have  been  received  with 
_much  considei-ation.  He  is  not  reported  as  having  made  any 
speeches  as  yet,  possibly  because  he  distrusts  his  French  acceni 
and  does  not  wish  to  take  the  risk  of  being  misinterpreted  in 
French  dignitaries. 

The  Turco-Eussiau  War  has  taken  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
turn  since  my  last,  the  Russians  having  put  new  life  and  vioor 
Hito  their  campaign  In  Bulgaria  they  have  completely  inve.s^.l 
Picvna  the  Turkish  stronghold,  which  they  repeatedly  unsuc- 
cess  ully  assaulted,  and  are  now  subjecting  it  to  regular  .ie^.e 
in  Armenia  they  disastrously  routed  the  Turks  near  Kars  on 
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t/u'  loth  of  Oelr)])(.'r.  forcing  them  to  retreat  iino  the  strorighohi  1 

of  Kars  and  to  Er;;eroum,  the  capita!  of  Armenia.     At  a  subse-  j 

quent  battle  near  tlie  latter  city,  the  Turk?  were  again  routed  j 

and  the  Eussian  Army  is  now  at  the  gates  of  Erzeroum,  while  1 

Kars  is  closely  beseigcd.     The  prospects  of  the  Russians  today 

are  as  brilliant  as  were  those  of  the  Turks  at  the  close  of  mv  j 

last  month's  report.                                                                                                         •  ' 

And  here,  my  de:ir  doctor,  ends  mv  report  for  t.hp  nicmth.  1 

Very  trnly  yours.  \ 

B.  B.  SIN'OW,  I 

_     .                                                   Historiogrnphf.r.  \ 
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AvBURN,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  14,  1877.  | 

jl/v  dear  Doctor  Schliemanx  :  I 

I  am  not  surprised  that  historians,  gleaning  their  facts  trom  i 

the  rnusty  records  and  defaced  manuscripts  of  by -gone  genera-  | 

tions,  even  with  the  greatest  care,  have  at  times  to  be  correeted  | 

by  more  leisurely  students,  follov»ing   after   them    with  more  | 

varied    sources   of   information.     For   I  find    that  culling  rny  | 

sprays  of  local  history  fresh  from  the  blooming  garden  of  cur-  | 

rent  events,  I  am  obliged  now  and  then,  to  cast  out  from  mv  | 

collection  a  weed,  which  has  deceived  me  by  its  likeness    to  | 

something  of  value.     Of  course  I  am  largely  dependent  upon  | 

the  local  press  for  information,  and  I  think  our  piress  aims  to  be  | 

accurate  and  reliable  in  its  statements.     However,  lured  b}'  the  j 

repeated  assurances  of  the  papers,  I  was  led  to  state  in  my  lait  .1 

month's  report,  that  our  townsman,  Mr.  F.  G.  Day,  had  been  | 

appointed  U.  S.  consul  at  Bremen,  a  commission  of  no  little  I 

magnitude  and  importance,  whereas,  I  am  since  informed  that  j 
his  position  is  that  of  commercial  agent  at  a  small  port  near      •         j 

Bremen,  which  has  not  yet  gi'own  to  an  importance  entitling  it  ! 

to  a  place  on  the  map.     I  should  be  gratified  if  my  first  state-  j 

ment  were  the  fact,  but  history  must  guard  its  veracity,  even  at  ' 

the   cost  of   a  severe  shrinkage  in  local  honors.     I   make  the  ; 

correction   here   lest   j-ou    might   be   led    to  suspect  from  the  ] 

erasure  in  my  last  report,  that  some  profane  hand  had    been  j 

tampering  with  the  record.  j 
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The  morning  opens  clear,  with  a  southerly  wind,  brisk  enough 
to  bring  clouds  early  in  the  forenoon.     Thermometer  56". 

The  Historical  Society  last  evening,  listened  to  the  completion 
of  Judge  Hall's  biographical  sketch  of  the  late  Judge  Miller. 
The  U.  S.  Senate  today  contirms  the  appointment  of  IST.  P. 
Clark,  Esq.,  as  postmaster  in  this  city,  whose  nomination  for 
the  position  was  made  shortly  after  President  Hayes'  accession. 
The  suspense  does  not  seem  to  have  borne  heavily  upon  Mr. 
Clark. 

The  jury  in  the  Brotherton  case  gave  a  verdict  of  murder  in 
the  first  degree,  and  the  court  took  up  the  trial  of  Cora  Young, 
for  shooting  Barrett 

The  count}'  canvassei's  completed  their  work,  aud  organized 
as  a  Board  of  Supervisors,  electing  Hicks  Anthony  of  Ledj'ard, 
ci  airman. 

The  total  vote  of  the  county  at  the  late  election,  by  the  official 
count,  was  12,580,  a  falling  off  of  about  2,600  from  last  year. 
The  vote  is  politically  distributed  as  follows  :  Republican  6,637, 
Democratic  5,097,  Workingmen  and  Greenbackers  554,  Prohi- 
bition 242.  The  Greenback  vote  proper  appeals  to  have  been 
about  70,  Senator  Willey  being  the  gauge. 

Rev.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Warren  of  Philadelphia,  initiated  the 
lecture  course  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  at  the 
Opera  House  in  the  evening,  having  for  his  subject,  "  The 
Forces  in  a  Sunbeam." 

Thursd.A-Y,  Nov.  loth. — A  dark,  rainy  morning,  with  south 
wind.  Thermometer  51'.  A  disastrous  fire  in  Chicago  last 
nisht,  destroyed  nearly  a  million  dollars  worth  of  property. 
Four  persons  were  Irillod  and  .■several  othei-s  injured  by  fall 
ing  debris. 

The  expenses  of  the  city  for  the  poor  arc  reported  for  the 
year,  at  §20,622.36,  being  an  increase  over  those  of  the  previous 
vear.  of  nearlv  S9,500. 
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An  exploslou-of  lire  damp  in  a  coal  iniia-  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  J 

caused  the  death  of  two  inineis.     J^ater  ivjiorts  ol  the  similar  « 

disaster  at  Hioh  Blautvre,  in  Scotland,  reduce  the  casualties  to  i 

.                               .          .  3 

215.     I  learn  also  that  the  most  serious  disa.-tcr  of  this  kind,  g 

was  that  of  the  year  1866,  at  the  Oaks  Colliery,  near  Barnaby,  | 

in  the  oountv  of  Yorkshire,   England,  when  340  miners  were  <} 

lost.                 "                                   ^                  ■  I 

Friday,  Nov.  16tli. — The  mornini;-  opens  with  a  southwest  | 

v/ind  and  cloudy,  raining  slightly  during  the  forenoon,  but  clear-  i 

ing  up  bright  in  the  afternoon,  as  the  wind  veered  to  the  west  '^ 

Thermometer  .52°.  j 

Saturday,  Nov.  ITth. — The  weather  for  a  few  days,  barring  \ 

the  clouds,  has  been  quite  like  Indian  summer.     This  moi'ning  | 

is  somewhat  overcast,  with  wind  in  the  south,  a  slight  rain  fall-  | 

ing  about  noon.     Thermometer  48°.     The  afternoon  and  early  5 

evening  were'clear.  a  thunder  shower  going  southwest  of  its  in  -^ 

the  evening.  .| 

The  jury  in  the  case  of  Cora  Young  rendered  a  verdict  of  not  '\ 

guilt}',  and  the  court  took  up  the  case  of  the-  convict  Ban-,  for  | 

the  murder  of  keeper  Casler.  | 

A  base-ball  club  for  the  ensaing  }ear  is  oi'gani2:ed  m  the  even-  | 

ing,  with  a  capital  slrick  of  $1,''00  :  SSOO  paid  up  and  the  balance  1 

in  market.  j 

SCXDAY,  Nov.  lytli. — A  tlei-ee  northeast  wind  set  in  about  | 

one  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  and  continued  during  the  day.     TLc  j 

sky  has  been  uvei-casi,  wilhoiU  rain  or  snow,  and  the  thermoin-  j 

cier  sUuids  at  33  .  | 

AIONDAY,  Nov.  IMtli. — Cold  and  cloudy,  willi  northwest  win.!.  | 

Thermorneler  29'.     News  is  received  of  the  capture  of  Kars  by  ' 

the  KussiaiiS  in  :i  night  :tltacl;.  the  assault   having  commenced  5 

Saturday  evening  at  8  o'clock, and  being  continued  until  S  o'clock  i 

Sunday  morning,  when  the  place  was  captured.  j 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  is  held  in  the  1 

evening.  | 
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Ti.'ESDAY,  Nov.  20th. — A  brighi,  clear  day  with  northeast 
wind  succeeds  a  cold  night.     Theiinouietcr  32". 

Tiie  U.  S.  Court  commences  it,^  session  in  the  supervisor's 
room  at  the  court  house,  but  subsequently  adjourns  to  the  city 
hall,  the  court  room  being  occupied  by  the  Oyer  and  Terminer 
in  the  trial  of  Barr.  The  Cayuga  Asylum  for  Destitute  Children 
celebrates  the  25th  anniversary  of  its  organization,  by  a  reception 
at  the  asylum  in  the  evening. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  21sL — Another  cloudless  day  vv'ith  v/ind 
in  the  south.  Thermometer  12°.  The  wind  freshens  toward 
niglit,  a  haze  gathers,  soon  growing  to  clouds,  betokening  a  com- 
li;j;  storm.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Newman  of  Washington  lectures  at 
the  Opera  House  in  the  evening,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  course. 
Subject  "  Babylon  and  tVie  Far  East," 

Thursday,  Nov.  22nd.— A  rainv  day  with  south  wind. 
Thermometer  39°. 

The  jury  in  the  case  of  Barr  rendered  a  verdict  of  murder  in 
the  second  degree,  and  the  court  sentenced  him  to  the  State  Prison 
at  Auburn  for  life. 

Brotherton  was  sentenced  to  be  executed  on  the  ITth  day  of 
Januarv  .icxL     The  court  then  adjourned. 

Friday,  Nov.  23rd. — A  balmy,  spring-like  morning  with 
soutli  v.'ind.     Thermometer  50". 

Saturday,  Nov.  2-lth. — Still  warm  witli  southeast  wind,  and 
rain  at  intervals  during  the  da}'.     Thermometer  53 '. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Huron  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  earlj'  this  morning.  About  one  hunJixd  lives  were 
lost  by  the  disaster. 

Moses  H.  Grinuell.  a  prominent  merchant  of  New  Yuik.  died, 
aged  75  years. 
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Sunday,  Nov.  2f)th. — The  wind  still  holds  steadily  iu  the  j 

southeast,  and   the  rain    falls   copious!}-  during    the  forenoon.  ^ 

Thennomcter  49°.  ^ 

Monday,  Nov.  ifith. — Cloudy,  with  wind  still  in  the  south-  ^ 

east.     Thermometer  54".  | 

iieports  are  received  of  exteDsi\c  damages  in  the  region  of  ^ 

the  James  and  Potomac  rivers,  from  heavy  rains.     Edson  Bishop,  .5 

for  many  year's  a  resident  of  Monteicuma,  but  latterly  of  this  I 

city,  died  today  at  the  ago  of  71.  I 

1  notice  in  the  daily  papers  the  announcemeut  of  the  death,  at  .1 

the  county  poor  house,  of  Peter  Beardsley.     The  date  of  his  ^ 

decease,  nor  his  age  is  given.     1  am  not  surprised  at  this,  for  /! 

he  was  of  that  thin,  insubstantial  make-up,  that  his  demise  might  | 

have  occurred  several  daj's  before  it  was  noticed  by  his  attendant,  f 

and  as  to  his  age, — he  might  have  been  fifty,  he  might  liave  been  'f 

one  hundred  and  fifty.     He  is  identified  as  the  whilom  porter  % 

at  the  old  Auburn  House.     In  the  palmy  days  of  old  fashioned  • 

trunks  covered  with  hair-preserved  cowliii...-,  decorated  with  rows  | 

of  large,  round-headed  brass  nails,  v.ith  the  owner's  initials  stitHy  | 

embroidered  on  the  top  with  the  same  shining  emblems,  he  may  \ 

be  saivl  to  have  been  in  his  prime.     But  with  the  advent  of  the  i 

capacious  companion  of  the  modern  traveller,  he  weskened  as  | 

it  were,  on  his  profession  and  sought  other  avenues  of  wealth  \ 

and  preferment.     As  is  not  unusual  with  those  v,-ho  change  i 

their  calling  late  in  life,  he  was  not  eminently  successful  in  new  ^ 

porsuiis,  and  v\'a3  occasionally  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  appeal-  ^ 

ing  10  his  friends  for  small  i,eniporar\-  loan.s.  It  is  due  to  him  tu  | 
say,  that  he  always  invc.-^ied  such  loans  in  ways  that  would  minis- 
termn;'!  to  his  imm<-di:,h-  enjoymeni,  and  id  forgelfulness  of  the 
eares  which  Ikii'c  ht'a\'il',  njton  him.  Ue  was  known  indiscrimi- 
nately as  Pete  Foster  and  Pete  Beanisley,  and  as  it  is  doubtful 
if  any  storied  urn  or  monumental  pile  will  transmit  his  name 
to  posterity,  I  embalm  his  memory  on  this  page. 
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Tl'Esday,  Nov.  27th. — The  wind  has  veered  shghtly  to  the 
west,  tind  the  morning  is  partially  cloudy.  Thermometer  50°. 
The  absorbins  topic  of  conversation  today,  is  the  indictment  by 
the  grand  jury  of  the  U.  S.  court,  of  a  prominent  citizen,  for 
tinuiggling  across  the  Canadian  frontier.  1'he  circumstance 
devclo])s  tsvo  (!uriou3  features;  one,  thai  almost  every  man 
one  meets,  relates  an  instance  of  successful  smuggling  which 
has  c(;me  to  his  notice ;  the  other,  that  the  successful  smug- 
gler is  viewed  with  fur  greater  leniency,  than  the  one  who  has 
been  detected  at  it 

The  firemen  turn  out  in  the  aftei-noon,  to  bury  a  deceased 
comrade,  Andrew  E.  Corbett  by  name,  and  by  a  singular  co-in- 
cidence, two  fires  occur  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  eit}*  in  the 
evening,  the  victim  in  each  instance  being  a  barn. 

WrijNKSDAV,  Kov.  :^8ih. — The  eighih  day  of  continuous 
south  wind.  Clear  in  the  mojning,  but  clomling  as  the  day 
advances.  Thermometer  -12".  The  streets  abound  in  Thanks- 
giving poultry  which  is  selling  at  very  reasonable  rates,  the 
best  turkeys  .i.  from  12  to  14  cents  per  lb. 

Thursday,  Nov.  29th, — Thanksgiving  day  opens  with  slight 
spittings  of  snow,  the  wind  being  in  the  west,  veering  to  the 
north.  Thermometer  36".  The  day  is  observed,  in  mo.?t  of  the 
churches,  with  services  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Camilla  Urso's  troupe  gave  a  concert  at  the  Opera  Uouse  in 
"the  evening,  under  tlie  auspices  of  the  Grand  Aruiy  Post.  A 
large  audience  attended. 

B'RlbAY,  Nov.  bOth. — A  bleak  wt-at  wind,  with  feeble  atteaipta 
at  snowing,  wafts  November  into  the  pasu  The  day  is  cloud}' 
and  the  ground  is  frozen  quite  lirmly.  Thermometer  3U'.  Tlie 
average  temperature  foi'  the  mouth  hxs  been  -13. -l",  the  highest 
being  oG"  on  the  14th,  and  the  lowest.  26°  on  the  10th.  Twenty- 
four  days  have  been  cloudy,  upon  nine  of  which  it  hai  rained. 
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Six  only  have  been  clear,  or  partially  so.     The  wind  has  been  j 

in  the  south  and  southwest  seventeen  da}^,  in   the  north    tive,  | 

and  in  the  west  five.  '?» 

t\ 
Satuupay,  Dec.   1st. — The  tir.st  snow-storm  of   the  season,  -i 

folds  the  earth  this  mornino;  in  its  strange  white  silence.     The  i 

wind  is  due  west,  arid  the  Tliermometer  stands  at  30°.  % 

The  police  report  for  November  show.s  ninety  arrests,  50  of  | 

which  were  for  intoxication.      Hon.  John  V.  L.   Pruyn,   state  i 

chancellor,  died  at  Clifton  Springs,  aged  75  year.s.  I 

1 
SuXDAY,  Dec.  2nd. — A   sl)arp   keen    aii-,   with    west   v.ind.  j 

The  sun    illuminated  the   elaborately  fropted  trees  for   a    few  ' 

minutes  in  the  morning,  when  clouds  intervened  for  the  remain-  5 

der  of  the  forenoon.     The  mercury  is  reported  at  22°  below  zero  'i 

at  [Jtica,  but  its  lowest  point  here  was  10°  above.     At  1  p.  M.  | 

it  stood  at  32',  with  light  clouds,  clearing  in  the  p.  ^[.  !^ 

3 
Monday,  Dec.  3rd. — Clear  and  bright,  with  wind  from  the  I 

south.     The  county  court  commences  its  session  today.     Ther-  ■] 

momet^ "  -iO".  | 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  re-convened  after  their  Thanl;.sgi^•-  1 

iug  vacation.     Congress  quietl}'  glided  over  from  its  .special  to  the  \ 

regular  session,  and  listened  to  the  Presiderit's  annual  message.  | 

In  tlie  evening  tlie  Common  Council  meets  in  regular  session,  1 

and  seems  tired  with  zeal  in  ordering  crosswalks,  occasionally  i 

one  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  some  alderman's  residence.  j 

^  I, 

Tuesday,  Dtc  Ith. — A  v.'arm  south  wind,  cloudy  and  dark.  ^: 

with  slight  rain  in  the  late  afternoon.     Thermometer  40".     The  \ 

Board  of  Education  liolds  its  regular  inontlilv  session  in  the  ; 
evenmg. 

Mrs.  G.  Osborn  Lelehwoi'th  reads  in  the  course  of  the  Y.  M.  1 

C.  A.,  at  the  Opera  House,  and  Prof.  "Warren,  organist  at  St.  \ 

Peters',  takes  a  benefit  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  a  concert  1 

v.herein  local  artists  abound.                    ■                                     -  ■ '  \ 
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Weunesu.W,  Dco.  Sth.— a  dull,  •\vani],  headachy'  day,  v/ith 
brisk  south  v;ind  and  lig'bt  rain.  Thermometer  oi.'f".  A  smart 
I'ain  from  the  we.«t  in  tlie  evening. 

'rHL"R.^l)AV,  ]")ec.  fkk— Adajot  mingled  cloud  and  sunshine, 
with  wind  in  the  west,  slightly  inclining  to  the  north.  Ther- 
mometer 37°.     A  slight  snow  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Common  Couneil  meets  in  extra  session  in  the  evening, 
and  adopts  measures  to  purchase  stone  to  be  prejiared  for  mac- 
adamizing the  streets,  hy  the  indigent  portion  of  the  community, 
who  rely  upon  public  bouiity  for  sustenanee. 

Frhjav,  I>uO.  7th. — A  sullen  cluudy  moining,  with  westerly 
wind,  favoring  the  south  slightly,  the  sky  clearing  in  the  after- 
noon. Thermometer  30°.  The  canal  closes  toda}'  by  official 
appointment,  Viut  the  weather  hardlv  seems  to  demand  it. 

Harvey  Thorpe,  the  convict  murderer,  was  executed  at  the 
count}-  jail  todav  at  about  10-|-  a.  m.  He  pas.sed  through  the 
terrible  ordeal  with  remarkable  calmness  and  fortitude.  Quite 
r  iarge  concourse  of  people,  mairdy  fellow  countrvnien  of  the 
londemned,  came  into  the  city  to  be  preserit  at  the  execution, 
and  three  or  iouv  hundred  gathered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  jail 
as  the  hour  ol  execution  approached.  Wliat  motive  induced 
them,  no  one  can  say;  perhaps  a  morbid  curiosity  to  see  some- 
thing of  the  execution,  or  a  sympathetic  desire  to  sustain  the 
doomed  man  bv  their  presence,  at  his  last  moment,  or  moie 
probably  v.'ith  the  hope  of  seeing  the  lifeless  body  after  the  out- 
raged law  had  exacted  its  penalt}^  In  the  last  jiarticular  they 
Were  permitted  to  gratify  their  curiositv. 

Satuuda'^'.  Dec.  Stli. — A  southwest  wind,  v.'itii  clouds  tbi'ourh 
which  the  sun  oecasifinallv  struggles,  cliaraiHcrize^  the  ilav. 
Thermometer  36'. 

The  Cavuga  Countv  Agncultui'u!  Si:ioiety  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  the  Coun  House  and  organized  for  the  year. 
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Notably  absent  from  the  street  today  is  the  Saturdny  after-  | 

noon  cry  of    the  newsboy,    " Sa-racuse  Sunday  N^eics."      It  is  ,3 

rumored  that  the  publication  of  the  paper  has  been  discontinued.  | 

A  special   session  of  the  Board  of   Education  is  held  in  the  | 

evening.  |  ■ 

Sunday,  Dec.  ytli, — Cooler,  with  northwest,  wind  and  cloudy.  i 

Theirnometer  27".     A  lazy,  inefficient  snow-stoi'm   pi'evails  in  | 

the  afternoon.  | 

Monday,  Dec.  lOtii. — The  wind  retains  its  partiality  for  the  | 

warm  quarter  and  this  morning  is  due  south.     The  sky  is  over-  | 

cast.      Thermometer  ill".      An   ambitious  snow-slorm   sets  in  1 

about  uooo,  as  if  it  would  show  its  independence  of  the  north  | 

wind  in  bringing  sleigliing.     It  soon  tires  out  however.     Buffalo  ^ 

Bill,  with  his  real  live  bears  and  home-made  Indians,  draws  the-  | 

largesi  house  of  the  scison,  at  a)i  enlcruiinrnent  in  the  evening.  i 

Tuesday,  Dec.  11th. — A  dark  day  with  westerly  wind  and  I 

thermometer  at  42°.   A  report  is  received  of  the  capture  of  Plevna  I 

by  the  Eussian.s.      The  news  comes  so  near  the  edge  of   my  j 

month's  record  that  I  scarcely  dare  note  it  lest  it  be  contradicted 
tomorrow.     The  safety  of  the  steamship  City  of  Berlin,  of  the  j 

Inmau  line,  for  which  fears  have  been  entertained  for  some  days,  ''. 

is  assured  by  the  news  of   her  arrival  at  Queenstown,  having  .. 

broken  her  shaft  two  days  out,  on  her  outward  trip.  ' 

The  "  Way-Side  Inn,'  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Ladies' 
Benevolent  Association,  opmis  its  hospitable  doors  at  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  where  the  fortune- 
favored  and  benevolently  disposed  can  invest  a  surplus  dollar 
in  a  commendable  charity. 

Of  the  month's  events  of  more  general  importance,  1  have  few 
to  note.  Congress  continued  its  special  session  through  to  the 
regular  session,  the  chief  interest  in  its  work  being  centered  in 
the  position  taken  by  Senators  Patterson  of  South  Carolina  and 
Conovcrof  Florida.  :'n  the  question  of  admitting  two  Democratic 
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Senators,  oriu  from  South  Can.iiina  aiT'l  one  from  Loui.siann,,  "ivbich 
resulted  in  their  admission,  thus  putting  the  senate  in  a  pretty 
evenly  balnnced  position  politically.  Rumors  of  another  Indian 
outbreak  prevail,  which  may  lead  to  another  campaign. 

The  successes  of  the  Eussians  in  securing  Kars  and  Plcvua. 
indicate  that  this  source  of  items  will  soon  be  shut  ofl'.  The 
Servians  seem  about  to  unite  their  fortunes  with  Russia,  but  there 
seems  to  be  little  need  of  it 

I  fear   that  some  items  of  interest  may   have  escaped    my 
notice  during  the  month,  but  I  hope  no  unreliable  statements 
have  crept  in.     Hoping  that  the  coming  month  may  be  more 
fruitful  of  agreeable  events  than  the  pajL  has  been',  1  rcm.Tin, 
Very  trul}-  yours. 

B.  B.  SNOW. 
HiMonogrop'her. 
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Auburn.  N.  \..  Wednesday.  Dec.  12,  1S77. 
Afij  Dear  TJorlor-  Srhh'r^mann  : 

I  have  become  convinced  tliat  tbc  hif^luiian  .'■■houlcl  be  ;>.  man 
of  intense  lei=-nrc.  that,  lie  in;iy  abound  in  iustrnctive  coTnpari>op> 
and  philosophical  deductions,  which  must  otherwise  be  left  for 
the  reader  to  studv  out  for  himself.  This  would  add  an  intercft 
and  value  to  bit^tory  which  i?  now  largely  lo.st.  Bare  factr,  arc 
uninteresting  except  for  comparison,  and  as  uninviting  a?  the 
multi))lic;(tion  table,  except  as  foreshadowing  repetitions.  The 
abstract  number  fen  has  no  charms ;  connect  the  word  dollars 
with  it,  and  it  at  once  arrests  the  attention  of  the  most  stolid. 
And  this  is  v.-bat  dissatis.^cs  mc  with  my  record.  I  have  barely 
time  to  note  facts,  none  to  devote  ti.i  the  philosophy  of  the  fact.-. 
I  should  be  glad  to  show  why  the  mercury  stands  at  -U'  loii.iv. 
when  it  v/as  at  42"  yesterday  :  to  prcdi(;t  wliicii  way  the  wind 
will  be  tonKjrrow  from  the  fa-^t  tb.'U  it  is  southwest  toda\  :  i" 
analyze  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  and  calculate- 
the  chances  of  an  extra  session  :  to  discuss  the  moral  effect 
of  an  extended  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisor,  and  other 
matters  of  equal  importa.uee.  but  too  many  c:ircs  press  upon  me. 

I  arn  rernirnhjd  that  in  my  la^t  month's  report  1  neglected  v.' 
mention  the  immolation  of  the  brigade  staff  of  this  district,  and. 
the  consolidation  of  the  49th  Ilegimcnt  with  another*  brigade, 
with  headquarters  at  Syracuse.  This  action  places  a  large 
number  of  valiant  ofticers  of  our  local  army  upon  the  retired  list 
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without  pa}-.  It  is  to  be  rofrrettod  a.>  tending  to  dampen  military 
ardor  in  our  community.  Of  course  privates  are  somewhat  essen- 
tial to  any  well  appointed  military  organization,  but  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  the  cake  is  its  frosting.  To  ride  a  horse  which 
docs  not  sheer  at  the  sight  of  the  bass  drum,  or  "  rare  up "'  at  the 
noi.sc  of  a  firecracker  on  jjarade  day,  is  one  of  the  empyrean 
raptures  due  to  the  victories  of  peace.  Again,  on  the  field  of 
battle  one  can  reach  the  enemy  so  much  more  expeditiously  on 
horseback,  and  retreat  so  much  more  speedily  in  case  of  disaster, 
that  every  con5cient,ious  private  is  justified  in  his  ambition  to 
win  a  place  on  the  staiT.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  49th  will  not 
falter  in  its  drill,  or  rifle  practice,  and  that  a  stolT,  or  at  least 
part  of  one,  will  soon  be  given  it  to  lean  upon.  Meantime, 
rioters  and  invaders  will  make  a  note  of  the  Storkc  cadets,  who 
will  doubtless  m.^intain  their  organization  until  the}-  outgrow 
their  uniforms. 

Today  takes  one  back  to  the  spriug-timc,  by  its  genial  warmth 
and  bright  sunshine.  The  wind  is  barely  sufiicient  to  point 
the  vane  to  the  southwest,  where  it  holds  steadih'  during  the 
day.     Thermometer  44°. 

Mr.  Perrigo  tells  me  that  the  cocks  have  been  crowing  for  the 
past  two  nights,  indicating  a  change  of  weather. 

The  news  of  the  capture  of  Plevna  by  the  Russians,  with  its 
whole  garrison,  is  confirmed.  A  sortie  was  made,  but  the  Rus- 
sian lines  were  t'lo  strong  to  be  broken. 

The  Historical  ,Society,  last  evening,  was  entertained  by  a 
most  complete  and  interesting  history  of  the  press  of  Cayuga 
County,  prepared  and  read  liy  E.  G.  Slorke,  Esq. 

Senator  Conkling  today,  succeeds  in  defeating  the  confirm:i- 
tion  by  the  U.  S.  Senate,  of  the  President's  appointees  for  c?]- 
l(?etor  and  naval  ofiiccr,  of  the  port  of  New  York. 

Miss  Nella  F.  Brown  gives  recitations  in  the  evening,  at  the 
Opera  House,  in  the  Y.  ^I.  C.  A.  lecture  course. 
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ThL'FiSDAY,  Dec.    13tb. — A   good    dav   to  go  fishing,— diTrk.  J 

lowerj  and  warm,  with  wind  in  the  west, — not  exactly  the  wind  .1 

that  old  Isaac  Walton  would  have  preferred,  but  good  enough  j 

for  the  time  of  year.     The  w-ind  blows  liviskly  during  the.  da\-.  !j 

changing  to  north  in  the  late  afternoon,  bringing  rain,  wdiicb  ■] 

soon  changes  to  snow.     Thf^rrnometer  43",  being  7"  low^er  than  -j' 

at  7  A,  M.                                                                                  ■  I 

J 

George  W.  Rawson,  a  justice  of    the  Supreme  Court,  died  | 

suddenly  at  Clyde,  aged  .53  yeans.                               .  3 

Editors  are  so  scarce,  that  any  personal  items  concerning  them  .1 

always  possess  a    rare   interest.     I   feel    therefore,    that   I    am  ! 

especially  fortunate  in  being  able  to  include  in  my  record,  the  ^ 

marriage  today,  of  Henry  D.  Feck,  Esq.,  one  of  the  editor?  of  '* 

the  Ar'-huni.  Daily  Advertiser,  to  Miss  Lydia.,  daughter  of  'SI.  M.  | 

Olmsted,  Esq.,  of  this  city.  | 

I 

Friday,  Dec.  14th. — A  day  in  marked  contrast  with  yester-  >. 

day,  cool,  clear  and  bright,  with  west  wind  and  thermometer  f 

at  32'.     William  F.  Dean,  long  a  respected  resident  of  the  city.  | 

died  toda^',  aged  70  year-s.     A  beautiful  halo  around  the  moon  1 

in  the  evening,  portends  a  storm  at  hand.  I 

Satukpav,  Dec-  15th. — Warmer,  with  south  wind,  the  sun  j 

obscured   by  light   clouds.      Thermometer  49".     A  light  rain  ] 

in  the  evening.     Servia,  having  declared  war  against  the  7'urk,  \ 

today  crosses  the  frontier  and  unites  her  fortunes  with  Kussia.  \ 

There  seem.s  to  be  little  risk  in  the  step,  and  still  in  the  event  \ 

of  complications  resulting  in  a  general  European  war,  it  mav  b"  i 

hazardous.  j 

By  the  wa^',  the  advent  of  Servia  upon  the  stage  of  action.  \ 

brings  us  a  fresh  invoice  of  those  unpronounceable  names  with  ' 

which  Eussia  and   Turkey  have  been  regaling  us  during  the  I 

past  season.     I  wonder  how  children   learn  io  spell    in   those  i 

countries,  and  whether  they  pronounce  the  syllables  as    they  I 

spell.  j 
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I  do  not  rcinember  to  have  seen  any  poetry  written  about 
the  war.  I  suppose  it  is  on  account  of  these  outlandish  names. 
American  poets,  however  outhusiastic  and  S3'mpathetic,  of 
course  could  do  nothing.  Imagine  the  mystic  Lowell,  the 
stately  Bryant,  the  genial  Longfellow,  or  the  tender  "Whittier, 
attempting  to  harness  such  names  as  Todleben  and  Skobelefl, 
to  say  uothing  of  the  names  of  their  stall  ofiicers,  to  rhythmic 
,  measures.  Walt  Whitman  might  possibly  do  it,  with  his  vigin- 
fameters.  Nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  a  Russian  or  a  Turkish 
national  air.  I  imagine  it  would  needs  be,  rather,  a  national 
monsoon.  What  instrument  could  be  devised  that  could  safely 
render  a  Russian  "  Hail  Columbia,"  or  a  Turkish  "  Yanke'^ 
Doodle  !"  • 

The  northwesterij  sky  is  illuminated  m  the  evening,  by  the 
burning  of  the  !\Iontczuma  marshes. 

Sunday,  Dec.  16th. — A  slightly  cloud}-  morning,  with  west- 
erly wind,  clearing  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  wind  in  the  north. 
Thermometer  4A^. 

Monday,  Dec.  17th. — Wue-Monday  would  be  a  niisnomer 
for  today,  at  least  so  far  as  the  weather  is  concerned,  for  a 
fairer  and  balmier  sunshine  never  smiled  upon  Bridget's  well- 
loaded  clothes-line,  than  today's.  It  seems  as  if  tlie  day  might 
have  been  removed  bodily  from  the  late  of  April,  and  set  down 
here  in  the  middle  of  December. 

Was  it  an  oriole  that  1  sav.-  this  morning  in  the  leafless  trees, 
peeking  up  under  the  dead  bird's-nests  and  pecking  at  the  ungath- 
cred  apples?  There  was  the  same  lithe  motion,  the  striped 
wings,  the  golden  yellow  breast  tempered  somewhat  by  the  grav 
hue  of  winter,  but  the  overflowing  song  was  not  heard,  and  the 
cherry-blossom  was  not  there  to  welcome  him.  Still  1  more 
than  half  incline  to  think  it  was  one  of  my  old  springtime  friends, 
wandered  up  here  to  see  how  December  deals  with  us.  I  felt 
like  shooing  him  oS,  lest  he  get  caught  in  a  bleak  north  snow- 
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storm.     Thennoinetcr  5t5'\     The  ^\ind,  which  was  south  in  the  » 

moraiDg,  was  west  at  noon  and  north  in  the  evening, — one  of  it^  i 

Auf'ust  tricks.  ] 

»  .  .  I 

The  poet  Vv'hittier  witnesses  his  70th  birthday  today,  on  which  j 

occasion  the  male  contributors  of  the  Atlantic  entice  him,  much  I 

reluctant,  to  a  complimentary  dinner;  whereat  the  female  con-  t 

tributors  scold,  some  of  them,  because  they  were  not  asked  to  ] 

take  part.     Wait  till  one  of  them  gets  to  be  70  years  of  age  I  ] 

Dr.  0.  S.  Taylor,  of  this  city,  reached  his  94th  birthday  today.  '^ 

John  B.  Goiigli  lectures  at  the  Opera  House  in  the  evening,  in  1 

the  y.  M.  C.  A.  course.     He  is  3  matchless  story-teller.  \ 

The  Comnjon  Council  holds  a  re-ular  session  in  the  evcniuj.  3. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  18t.h. — The  morning  opens  clear  and  cold  with  | 

wind  in  the  northeast,  veering  to  the  east  at  noon,  and  to  the  5 

south  in  the  evening.     Therinomettu'  34°.     The  air   has  Vjeen  1 

crisp  and  bracing,  and  the  sky  cloudless.  * 

The  Common  Council  holds  an  adjourned  se.-sion  in  the  even- 
ing and  discusircs  contracts  with  the  Water  Works  and  Gas  Com- 
panies without  conclusion.  i 

Wednesday,  Dec.  19lh. — A.  strong  southeast  wind  prevails,  i 

with  occasional  rain  duriug  the  da}',  doubtless  the  consequence  j 

of  a  ring  around  the  moon  last  night.     Thermometer  41°.  I 

There  seems  to  be  a  strong  neuralgic  current  in  the  air  toda^■.  j 

The  nerves  of  irritable  teeth  stretch  themselves  rmd  gape  and  i 

roll  over  and  curl  up  their  backs  and  run  their  claws  down  ' 

....  1 

deep  into  ones  most  sensitive  being,  nntil  the  suiTcrcr  yearns  for 

a  dentist's  front  steps  to  sit  upon.  i 

A  very  complimentary  concert  wa.-  given  IMiss  .Te)inie  l^rown. 

at  the  Academy  of  Mu.'^ic  in  the  evening. 

Thursday,  Dec.  20tli.— A  <lull  dark  miirning,  with  drizzling 
rain  from  the  north.     Thermometer  40". 

An  explosion  in  a  confectionery  establishment  in  Barclay  St., 
New    York,    killed    some  ten  pcreons  and    severely  wounded 
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several  others.and  occasioned  s  loss  of  some  $-150,000  in  property. 
Tl:e  cause  of  the  explosion  is  a  mystery. 

Twenty-three  tramps  were  lodged  in  the  station  house  last 
evening.     A  unique  specimen  of  this  genus,  came  in  my  way 
today.     His  unkempt  hair  and  rough  beard,  which 
"  youth,  £one  out. 
Had  left  iu  ashes," 

his  threadbare  and  ragged  garments  cinctured  with  a  leathern 
girdle,  and  strapped  around  the  calves  of  his  legs  with  leathern 
thongs,  his  endlessly  roomy  shoes,  in  fact  his  whole  make-up 
attested  his  descent  in  a  direct  line,  from  some  patriarchal  scare- 
crow. Across  his  shoulder  rested  a  bundle  of  old  umbrella 
frames  and  handles,  and  beside  him  on  the  ground  stood  a  box 
which  might  have  been  his  tool-cheit.  His  face  was  wan  and 
pale,  his  breathing  short,  while  a  consumptive  cough  told  plainly 
that  the  long  journey  v,';^.s  near  its  end.  He  leaned  against  a 
lamp  post,  looking  wistfully  across  to  the  City  Hall,  as  if  that 
might  be  the  mecca  of  his  pilgrimage.  Through  what  tortuous 
and  rugged  channels  his  river  of  life  may  have  wound,  in  its 
turbid  course  hitherward,  no  one  but  himself  may  know.  As 
I  looked  at  him,  I  wondered  if  some  unrevealed  jo}-  did  not 
await  him,  when  his  heart  should  be  gladdened,  as  some  "  ninety 
and  nine  "  welcomed  him  b,ack  to  the  fold. 

Friday,  Dea  21st. — A  dark  morning,  with  southeast  wind, 
brightening  somewhat  in  the  afternoon.     Thermometer  44°. 

The  graduates  of  the  High  School,  hold  their  first  alumni 
reunion  at  the  High  School  building  in  the  evening,  followed 
by  a  supper  at  the  Or^borne  House.  It  was  altogcthcj',  a  credit- 
able and  an  enjoyable  oeca.-^ion. 

Saturday,  Dec  22nd. — The  day  is  dark  and  warm,  with 
wind  in  the  southwest.  Thermometer  4t>'.  An  anxious,  unset- 
tled look  pervades  the  countenance  of  the  early  Christmas 
buyer  today. 


116           RECORD   or    CCRREXT    ETEXTS    TOR    DECE^rBER  3 

I 

Sunday,  Deo.  23rd. — A  dull,  dark  day,  with  wind  dus  ea-.t.  J 

conciliating   the.    soatb  slightly  towards   evening.     Thermorn-  i 

eter  42".  I 

MoxDAV,  Dec.  24th,— A  misty  moming,  and  a  dull  chcerle??  « 

day  overhead.     Thermometer  SS'.     The  Board  of  Supervisor?  |- 

adjourned  today,  having  been  in  session  twentj^-ninc  days.  | 

The  streets  are  thronged  with  people  during   the   day  and  1 

evening,  and  Santa  Glaus  spends  liberally  of  his  savings, — in  -^ 

some  instances,  I  fear,  even  draws  upon  his  next  year's  pay.  | 

Everj-body  has  a  bundle,  round,  square,  or  oblong,  all  shapes  | 

and  sizes.     Children  huddle  about  toy-shop  windows,  admiring  ;'; 

the  beautiful  dolls,  or  laughing  at  the  grotesque  image.=',  and  k 

wondering,  doubtless,  which  it  will  fall  to  their  lot  to  possess  \ 

tomorrow.     I  hear  people  talk  of  the  extravagance  of  Christmas  | 

gifts  now-a-days,  as  compared  with  their  day,  when  a  striped  j 

Btitk  of  peppermint  candy,  or  a  tin  whistle,  or  a  barlow  knife,  was  | 

a  mine  of  pleasure  to  the  child.     I  think  it  sm.acks  a  little  how-  | 

ever,  of  the  stories  the  ciders  like  to  tell  of  what  they  had  to  do  ^ 

when  they  were  boy.s.     It  is  worth  living  in  this  last  quarter  of  the  j 

19th  century,  if  for  nothing  more  than  to  sec  hov.-  Santa  Claas  | 

has  picked  up  in  the  world.                                                               ,  3 

Tuesday,  Dec  25th.— Christmas  mom  !  There  is  something  ] 

in  the  air  that  betokens  the  day.     True,  the  frost  of  winter  is  \ 

lacking,  and  the  white  mantle  v/hich  usually  folds  the  earth  in  a  \ 

Christmas  glory,  was  not  woven  by  the  busy  snow-flake  for  this  j 

Christmas.     Still  it  is  unmistakably  Christmas.     The  quiet  street,  '| 

the  genial  sky,  the  pleased,  contented  faces  of  those  you  meet.  \ 

all  tell  it.     On  what  other  day  does  universal  humanity  glow  j 

with  cordial  good-will  as  on  Christmas  day?  God  be  praised  for  ' 

Christmas !  From    the  staring  doll   in   baby's  stocking,  to  tiie  ^ 

memorial  wreath  which  keeps  grandma's  memory  green,  it  is  alto-  ; 

gether  lovely.     The  morning  opens  with  wind  in  the  southeast,  \ 

the  sky  slightly  shaded  by  clouds.     Thermometer  38°  at  1  p.  m.  ; 
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with  v/ind  in  the  northeast,  and  quite  clear.     A  douse  fog  pre- 
vails in  the  evening. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  26th.— A  dull,  dark  day,  the  \vind  slowly 
swinging  from  the  northeast  to  north.     Thermometer  42°. 
.•  The  papers  speak  of  dandelions  in  bloom  in  the  fields.     I  find 
unprotected  pansies  in  bloom  in  my  garden  today. 

This  weather  must  be  a  great  disappointment  to  the  woodv 
chuck,  which  is  said  to  have  provided  himself  with  an  unusual 
coat  of  fur,  in  view  of  an  approaching  severe  winter.  Later  in 
the  season,  perhaps  the  investment  will  show  his  wisdom. 

THUR3D.A.Y,  Dec.  27th. — The  north  winds  and  clouds  have 
little  depressmg  erfect  as  yet  upon  the  mercury,  which  stands 
at  40°. 

The  county  tax  is  advertised  for  collection  today.  The  total 
tax  upon  the'  city  is  $103,102.89,  being  $11.42  tax  per  $1000. 

A  cable  dispatch  announces  that  Trlckett,  the  Australian 
oarsman,  proposes  to  row  against  Courtney,  for  $10,000  and 
the  championship  of  the  world,  on  any  neutral  waters  of  the 
U.  S.  It  is  believed  that  the  waters  of  the  Owasco  are  about 
as  neutral  as  can  be  found,  and  will  probably  be  the  scene  of 
the  contest  during  the  coming  season.  I  notice,  by  the  way, 
that  the  water  in  the  lake  is  re])orted  to  have  risen  35  inches 
during  the  past  six  weeks, 

Friday,  De;'.  2S'h. — A  bright  day,  but  not  cloudless.  The 
wind  seems  to  be  bewildered,  some  of  the  vanes  indicating 
northe?st,  others  north,  and  others  south,  or  southwest  The 
orthodox  sentiment  seems  to  be  southwest,  at  which  I  record  it. 
Thermometer  45°.  A  case  of  juvenile  dehnquency  is  reported 
today,  wherein  two  little  girls,  aged  respectively  9  and  12 
years,  have  been  engaged  estensively  in  a  systematic  series  of 
thefts  from  our  merchants,  a  new  feature  in  our  community. 

The  benefit  concert  at  the  Court  House  last  evening,  undei' 
the  management  of  Isaac  Mink,  Esq.,  proved  a  failure,  from  the 
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'4 

fact,  that  the  Louisiana  concert  troupe  wliich  was  the  star  of  j 

the  evening,  stepped  out  from  under  Isaac  at  a  critical  moment,  | 

and  too  late  for  him  to  make  other  arrangement:;.     It  is  to  be  -i 

hoped  that  our  respected  fellow  citizen,  suffered  no  considerable  | 

pecuniary  loss,  and  that  his  laudable  efforts  to  secure  first  class  j 

talent  for  our  peoole,  will  meet  with  better  success  in  future.  j 

Saturdav,  Dec.  29th. — A  dense  fog  prevails  the  whole  day.  | 

The  wind  is  northwest  and  the  thermometer  SO'.  i 

The  absconding   commissioner  of   excise,  Muqjhy  of   New  ;.= 

York,  whose  account  is  some  $.50,000  short,  proves  to  have  fled  i 

iust  bevond  the  Canadian  frontier,  where  he  would  doubtless  f 

...  5 

receive  a  commission  with  as  much  cnmpbcency  as  did  Sitting  | 

Bull.  I 

A  local  paper  records  tlie  fact  of  seeing  a  twig  of  cheny  .| 

blossoms  today,  from  a  tree  in  the  east  part  of  the  city.  '^ 

The  newspapers  are  generally  digging  up  facts  about  past  sea-      '  1 

sons  to  compare  with  the  pjresent.     Even  Simon  Cameron  te.s  l 

tlfies  to  the  fact  that  2o  years  ago  Christmas,  he  ate,  at  Harris-  ■- 

burg.  Pa.,  peaches  picked  from  the  tree  that  morning.     The  old-  I 

est  inhabitant  is  garrulous  upon  the  subject  of  the  weather.     If  •; 

he  has  kept  no  record,  he  scratches  his  head  and  tries  to  recall  i 

the  year  that  we  had  a  winter  just  like  this.     He  remembers  | 

that  he  was  married  in  '21,  that  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  fam-  ; 

ily  bible :  but  he  can  not  quite. remember  whether  it  was  the  win-  i 

ter  of  '18  or  "19  that  the  lake  did  not  freeze  over.  5 

J 

SuXDAY,  Dec.  30tb. — There  is  a   weird  look  in  the  frosted  | 

trees  and  dull  sky,  as  if  the  old  j'car  grieved  its  approaching  end.  1 

The  wind  is  due  north,  thermometer  26',  and  the  fog  thickens  '■ 

as  the  day  advances.     The  reported  explosion  in  the  Barclay 

street  confectionery  establishment  in  Xew  York,  proves  not  to  < 

have  been  r.n  explosion,  but  the  disaster  is  thought  to  have  been  j 

caused  by  the  giving  way  of  the  walls  of  an  adjoining  building,  ; 

which  was  stored  beyond  its  strength  with  wool.     I  notice  in  | 
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the  papers  the  nniiounceineiil  of  tliL-  Jeatli  of  iVinasa  Curtici"  at 
St.  Paul,  Mimi.,  on  the  18th  instant  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 
Mr.  Curtice  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  this  city  and  was 
a  mason  by  trade. 

Monday,  Dee.  'Si>.i.  —  A  bleak  north  wind  prevails  and  the 
aky  is  dark  with  eloud.-;.  Thermometer  20".  A  snow-storm  of 
slender  pretensions  slowly  whitens  the  ground  in  the  afternoon. 
The  average  of  the  thermometer  for  the  month  has  been  33.39°, 
the  extremes  being  56°  on  tlie  17th,  and  20"  on  the  31st  On 
nine  days  only  has  the  mercury  Iteen  down  to  the  freezing  point. 
There  have  been  eight  clear  days  during  the  month. 

President  Hayes  and  wife  commemorate  their  .silver  wedding 
today  at  the  White  House.  This  eircumstanee  is  not  regarded 
as  indicating  the  President's  polic}'  on  the  silver  bill.  A  laborei' 
named  Peter  Coffee  wa.s  run  over  and  killed  by  the  eai-s  at 
Cayuga. 

1878.  TuEriDAV,  January  1st, — The  New  Year  comes  in 
gayly,  with  n  light  vesture  of  snow  and  a  brilliant  .sunshine. 
The  wind  is  west  and  the  tliermorneter  indicates  29'. 

One  can  scarce  help  being  happy,  the  day  is  so  jjlcasant. 
The  number  of  New  Year's  callers  is  unusually  large.  Among 
the  luxnriencies  of  this,  as  of  every  other  New  Year,  are  penny 
postage  stamps  and  poetry.  The  extent  of  local  correspondence 
is  enormous.  It  .-^eems  as  if  every  man  you  have  met  during 
the  5'ear,  reports  to  you  in  items  the  exact  cost  of  each  inter- 
view. The  neighborly  chat  with  your  grocer.  a.s  to  whether  a 
pair  of  chiclcens  was  more  than  two  years  old,  is  vividly  recalled ; 
the  confidential  a.ssurance  of  the  merchant  to  your  wife,  that 
his  wife  had  a  dress  off  from  the  same  piece  of  calico  which  i.s 
incidentally  mentioned  in  his  note  to  you,  and  a  thousand  other 
incidents  of  like  import,  invest  the  correspondence  with  a  lively 
interest  Of  course  the  correspondence  is  personal  rather  than 
historical,  but  I  think  it  should  be  preserved.     Your  great- 
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grcat-grr>nd-cbildren  -will  be  delighted  to  learn  in  perusing  it, 
that  you  did  not  bu}'  kerosene  by  the  pound,  uor  dress  buttons 
by  the  peck. 

Then  ris  to  poetry, — the  air  is  odorous  v/ith  it,  from  the 
"Carrier's  Address"  to  the  "Poet's  Corner"  in  the  newspaper, 
which  expands  itself  liberally  for  the  occasion.  It  is  but 
natural.  In  looking  back  over  the  departed  year  and  seeing 
with  vain  regret  the  balance  on  the  side  of  lost  opportunity,  we 
feel  qualmish,  and  almost  without  efl'ort  overflow  in  rhyme. 
There  is  nothing  so  efficacious  in  settling  the  mental  stomach  &.■? 
the  peppermint  of  poetry.  I  tru.^t  that  every  one  has  written 
at  least  a  few  lines  this  New  Year,  but  I  hope  that  it  will  not  all 
be  published. 

The  State  Legislature  convenes  and  receives  the  Governor's 
message, — G-en'l  Jaraea  W.  Husted  being  made  speaker  of  the 
Assembly. 

The  new  County  Ofiicers  take  their  places  today,  Sheritf 
Reed  being  the  victim  of  a  surp;ite  party  at  the  jail  in  the 
evening. 

'^'"ed:;e3DAY,  Jan.  2nd.  —  The  weather,  which  yesterday 
seemed  to  be  taking  a  holiday,  is  today  tending  strictly  to  busi- 
ness. The  morning  opens  with  a  westerly  snow-storm,  the  wind 
veering  to  the  north  at  1  p.  Ji.  when  the  thermometer  stands  at 
20°,  being  10°  lower  than  in  the  morning. 

The  Public  Schools  open,  after  their  holidf.y  recess.  The 
Board  of  Education  holds  its  regular  monthly  session  at  12  ii. 
having  failed  of  a  quorum  last  evening. 

The  Police  report  shows  69  arrests  for  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 27  of  which  were  for  intoxication.  217  tramps  were  fur- 
nished lodgings  during  the  month,  the  largest  number  on  record. 
This  indicates  the  growing  popularity  of  the  Tramps'  Hotel 

'Warren  A.  Worden,  Esq.,  of  this  city  is  extradited  to  Guelph, 
Canada,  by  his  appointment  as  Consular  Agent  at  that  place. 
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Ezckiel  Gilbert,  an  old  resident,  died  in  the  73rd  yeur  of  hia 
age. 

The  fire  companies  hold  their  annual  elections  in  the  evening 
and  elect  ofllcers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Thursday,  Jan.  3rd. — A  cloudless  morning  with  keen,  crisp 
air,  wind  south,  and  the  mercury  six  degrees  belou-  zero,  advanc- 
ing to  20°  above  at  1  P.  Ji.  The  day  is  cloudless  throughout. 
The  Signal  Service  Bureau  reports  that  not  a  flake  of  snow  nor 
a  drop  of  rain  fell  in  the  United  States  on  New  Year's  day. 
The  first  frost  of  the  season  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  at  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  occurred  on  that  day.  Today  heavy  snows  are 
reported  in  Virginia.  An  advance  of  50  cents  per  ton  in  the 
price  of  coal  is  announced,  making  the  cost  of  that  commodity 
$5.50  per  ton  for  stove  coal  delivered. 

Friday,  Jan.  4th. — The  morning  opens  with  a  blustering 
enow-storm  from  the  south.  The  wind  subsides  towards  noon 
but  the  snow  falls  steadily  during  the  day.  At  1  o'clock  the 
wind  is  northeast  and  thermometer  18''. 

The  peanut  store,  under  the  stairs  at  tlie  head  of  North  street 
remains  closed  during  the  day.  As  no  notice  that  the  proprie- 
tor has  gone  into  liquidation,  or  has  closed  to  take  an  account  of 
stock,  is  affixed  to  the  padlock,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the 
temporary  interruption  in  business  ia  the  result  of  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather.  The  snow-plow  is  called  into  requisition 
in  the  afternoon  to  clear  the  tracks  of  the  street  railroad:-,  and 
cutters  and  sleighs  supplant  wheeled  vebiclea  for  the  first  time 
this  season. 

Further  investigation  leaves  the  cause  of  the  Barclay  street 
dis,aster  a  mystery,  none  of  the  theories  so  far  advanced  being 
satisfactor}'. 

A  severe  storm  i-3  reported  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  several 
vessels  are  reported  lost. 

SATt:RDAY,  Jan.  5th.  —  A  bright  clear  morning  with  cold 
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northwest  wiijtl,  v\hicli'\voiks  1o  thr-  wst  towarris  noon  and 
subsides.     Thermometer  17'. 

The  sleighing  is  excellent  about  the  cit}-,  but  the  sudden  and 
complete  change  in  the  weather  will  doubtless  atfect  the  sani- 
tary condition,  which  has  been  unnsnally  favorable  thus  far  this 
winter. 

The  new  moon,  Iiolding  in  its  lap  a  large  dim  globe  like  a 
great  yellow  nightmare,  sits  upon  a  western  cloud  early  in  the 
evening  bi^.t  soon  disappears. 

The  artist,  G.  L.  Clough,  has  a  sale  nf  oil  paintings  in  the 
evening. 

SuXDAY,  Jan.  6tb. — The  wind  seems  to  be  swinging  around 
the  circle  in  search  of  a  storm  today.  Starting  in  the  soutli  in 
the  morning,  it  wanders  around  to  the  west  at  noon,  then  around 
by  the  northeast  to  east,  and  closes  the  day  in  the  southeast. 
The  day  is  cloudy  with  sun-gleams  in  the  afternoon,  the  ther- 
mometer 14°  at  1  p.  .M.  As  the  wind  reached  the  northeast,  the 
mercury  vrent  down  In  i;cro,  but  soon  recovered,  making  a  very 
variable  temj)eratnrc  during  the  daj'. 

Monday,  Jan.  7th. — A.  line,  sifting  snow  from  the  east.  The 
ice  harvest  commences  today,  the  first  load  of  the  season  being 
seen  on  the  street.  The  wind  is  we^i  at  1  p.  m,  with  the  ther- 
mometer at  14°,  and  a  clear  si:y.  Soon  att'-:;r,  the  wind  com- 
mences its  circuit  aronml  to  the  north  and  northeast,  with  slight 
snow. 

The  bouse  of  Ttiom;is  ilarphy,  on  Lansing  street,  was  burned 
early  this  morning. 

A  Circuit  Court  and  Special  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
commenced  its  session  at  tlie  Court  Hoa~e.  Judge  Dwight  pre 
siding.  The  Common  Council  meets  in  the  evening,  the  exciting 
topic  before  the  Board  being  the  claim  of  William  Barry  for  two 
dollars,  for  killing  a  mad  dog,  which  promises  to  assume  as  much 
importance  as  the  Aurelius  Avenue  Bridge  Question. 
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The  week  of  prnyei"  commences  in  the  churches  today. 

TuESDAV,  Jan.  8. — A  bleak,  piercing,  south  wind  prevails 
throughout  the  day,  with  a  dull  sky.  Thermometer  16°.  A 
local  paper  reports  the  mercury  at  from  10  to  20°  below  zero, 
which  is  only  from  30°  to  50"  out  of  the  way,  and  may  be  a 
private  dispatch  from  the  Xorth  Pole,  or  may  refer  to  the  tem- 
perature in  other  localities  yesterday,  from  which  an  unusually 
low  temperature  is  reported. 

Judge  Day  publishes  his  appointments  of  the  terms  of  the 
County  Court,  for  the  coming  two  years. 

The  several  Banks  of  the  city  go  through  the  formality  of 
electir'g  Directors  and  Bank  officers. 

Of  general  events,  much  has  transpired  during  the  month  in 
addition  to  what  I  have  embodied  in  my  daily  record. 

Congress  has  done  little,  on  account  of  a  long  holiday  recess. 
The  State  Legislature  has  been  in  session  scarcely  long  enough 
to  organize. 

Some  startling  disclosures  have  been  made  in  the  financial 
world.  Two  prominent  brokers  in  Xew  York  have  fled  their 
country,  confes.sedly  guilty  of  largely  betraying  their  trusts,  in 
fraudulently  disposing  of  .securities  placed  in  their  hands  for 
loans,  etc.  Two  Presidents  of  Insurance  Companies  have  been 
sent  to  State  Prison,  one  for  willfully,  and  the  other  for  care- 
lessly, verifying  false  reports  and  statements  of  theii-  companies. 

In  the  old  world,  General  Grant  has  been  '-sailing  o'er  liquid 
miles  where  Ischia  smiles,"  interviewing  the  crater  of  Vesuvius, 
etc.,  and  on  Sunday  last  he  and  Stanley,  the  African  explorer, 
were  in  conjunction  at  Alexandria,  .Egypt.  Stanley  hiis  been 
made  the  recipient  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  order  of  Medjidie, 
from  the  Khedive  of  Egypt,  which  will  pacify  us  until  we  get 
an  obelisk.  He  goes  to  France  and  England  where  civilized 
honors  await  him,  while  the  freedom  of  the  cities  of  Thebes  and 
Memphis  doubtless  await  General  Grant,  or  he  may  be  made 
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burgoina3ter  of  Gondokoro.  The  Khedive  has  not  yet  decided 
whether  to  present  him  the  Spljynx,  or  the  Pyramid  of  Cheop?, 
to  bring  home  with  him. 

The  eastern  war  ha?  progressed  slowly  since  the  fall  of  Plevna, 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather.  The  five  bridges 
built  by  the  Russians  across  the  Danube,  have  all  been  swept 
away  by  the  ice.  Turkey  has  sought  terms  of  peace  through 
England,  which  Russia  declined  to  entertain,  preferring  to  treat 
with  Turkey  face  to  face.  The  Russians  have  lately  advanced 
and  occupied  Saphia,  a  city  in  the  line  of  march  toward  Adria- 
cople,  and  are  reported  to  have  sent  cavalry  through  theSchiplis 
Pass  of  the  Balkans.  The  Servians  have  achieved  some  slight 
successes.  Meantime  the  British  Lion  has  been  very  much  exer- 
cised, and  has  raged  considerably  at  Russia  for  her  reticence  in 
withholding  terms  of  peace.  The  oilier  animals  have,  however, 
complacently  licked  their  furs,  and  it  is  intimated  that  Germany 
and  Austria  know  more  of  Russia's  intentions  than  Russia  is 
willing  to  impart  to  England.  The  latter  would  doubtless 
declare  war,  upon  the  slightest  pretest. 

And  here,  my  dear  doctor,  I  leave  my  fragment  of  the  record 
of  the  old  year  in  your  hands. 

Very  truly  yours, 

B.  B.  SKOW, 

Historiographer. 
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ArBVitx,  N.  Y.,  WKoyESDAV,  Jan.  9,  1378. 
My  Bear  Doctor  Schlicraann  : 

I  have  been  revolving  in  my  mind  tlio  matter  of  a  record  of 
current  events,  and  I  Lave  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  colla- 
tion and  preservation  oE  facts  is  perhaps  profitable ;  but  that 
an}'  immediate  philosophical  deductions  therefrom  arc  not  war- 
ranted. It  is  said  that  the  pomice  of  the  apple  fchould  be  left 
in  the  chcc'^e  a  suitable  time  before  the  juice  iB  exprcsBcd,  if 
you  would  have  the  best  cider.  So  historical  fact?  will  doubt- 
less 3'ield  a  better  vintaf:;e,  after  lying  in  the  mas.T  to  mellow 
and  develop  their  flavor.  This  thought  reconciles  me  somewhat 
to  my  ta'^k,  for  I  am  assured  that  by  the  time  my  record  reaches 
your  hand,  the  mixture  will  be  in  condition  for  the  press. 

I  find  that  this  preface  to  my  monthly  communications  affords 
an  escellent  opportunity  to  patch  up  the  little  holes  in  my  pre- 
vious month's  record,  and  to  make  my  peace  with  any  irregu- 
larities in  the  presentation  of  facts,  which  may  have  occurred. 
For  instance,  I  am  kindly  reminded  by  a  friend,  that  my 
incredulity  as  to  the  existence  of  Russian,  or  Turkish  national 
airs,  is  ill  founded, — that  at  least  two  Russian  national  airs  have 
found  their  way  to  our  shores,  and  have  been  incorporated  in 
our  church  music.  I  more  than  half  suspected  that  such  might 
be  the  case  when  I  penned  the  observation,  and  .still  I  could 
scarcely  conceive  a  strain  of  a  sulficicnt  number  of  beats  to  the 
measure,  and  of  sufficiently  pliable  and  elastic  rhythm,  to  compass 
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the  a.irglomeratiotj  of  coiisonants  that  charaeteri.-.ci  the  Eussian  ] 

tongue.     I  recall  the  insinuation  however  with  the  most  cheer-  ;j 

ful  alacrity,  for  I  remember  that  the  Russian  bear  was  a  very  f 

well  behaved  animal  during  our  nation's  time  of  trial,  and  I  > 

would  be  far  from  giving  utterance  to  anything  that  would  dis- .  I 

turb  the  peaceful  relations  between  our  government  and  our  ] 

most  sympathetic  power  in  Europe.  | 

The  weather  has  been  scarcely  demonstrative  enough  to  war-  ^, 

rant  me  in  characterizing  the  day.     The  vanes  have  pointed  I 

south,  rather  from  yesterday's  habit,  than  because  there  was  any  ;j 

wind.     The   sky  has  been  overcast  and  the  m'jrcury  stood  r.t  '\ 

40'  at  1  P.  M.  I 

The  Historical  Society  hist  evening  listened  to  a  very  inter-  I 

esting  paper  prepared  and  read  by  J.  Lewis  Grant,  Esq.,  on  the  J. 

"Early  Methods  of  Transportation  in  Cayuga  Countj'."  i 

A  Sunday  School    Teachers'  institute,  under  the  charge  of  -j 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Ji.  Vincent,  commenced  its  session  today  at  the  | 

Central  Presbyterian  church.     "Victor  Emanncl,  King  of  Italy,  -' 

died  todu}',  and  his  son  is  proclaimed  King  Humbert  L  '  ■ 

Dr.  Vincent   lectures   in    the  evening  in  the   Y.  M.  C.   A.  " 

course,  subject,  "That  Boy."  ■  | 

The  Colored  Military  Company,  Captain  John  Peterson  com-  ] 
manding,  give  their  first  annual  hop  at  the  Academy  of  }ilu;ac 

in  the  evening.  ; 

Congress  resumed  session  after  the  holiday  recess,  but  v.-ith-  ? 
out  a  quorum  in  either  House. 

Thursday.  Jan.  luth. — The  weather,  which  went  to  bed  last  : 

night  clear  and   t>ri[;ht,  gets  up  this  morning  with  an  tasterly  ■ 

rain,  v.hich  continues  most  of  the  day.     Tberrriomeier  42°.  ■. 

The  wind  southe.ast  at  noon,   ch.-u'jges  to    northwest   in  the 

evening,  with  copious  rain.  j 

Lester  V.  Keyes  died  today  at  the  age  of  7'i,  after  an  ilhiers  \ 

of  some  two  or  three  months'  duration.     He  had  been  for  many  \ 

years  a  respected  citi;;en,  engaged  in  the  hat  trarle.  i 
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Eiizabeth  Loaf-,  an  elderly  lady,  walking  upou  the  track  of 
the  N.  Y.  C.  R  ,  near  the  depot,  was  run  over  by  an  engine  and 
instantly  killed. 

Charles  C.  Marsh,  for  many  3'cars  a  resident  of  this  city  but 
latterlj-  of  Pennsylvania,  died  at  Mount  Joy,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of 
61. 

Friday,  Jan.  11th. — The  rain  of  last  evening  changed  to 
snow,  and  this  morning  a  damp  northwest  snow-storm  prevails, 
changing  to  rain  about  noon.  Thermometer  33°.  It  was 
throughout  a  slushy,  disagreeable  day. 

Horace  B.  Gilbert,  Deputy  Postmaster,  and  for  thirty  3'ears 
connected  with  the  Post  Office  in  this  city,  died  suddenly  thi.^ 
morning,  at  the  age  of  56. 

Saturday,  Jan.  12th. — A  dull,  dark  morning  with  north 
wind.     Thermometer  31°,  dark  and  misty. 

Gilmore's  Band  gives  a  concert  at  the  Opci.t  House  in  the 
evening. 

SrXDAY,  Jail.  loth. — A  southeast  wind,  mild  and  cloudy. 
Thermometer  31°.  A  brisk  rain  sets  in  late  in  tbe  evening  and 
continues  during  the  night. 

MoxDAY,  Jan.  11th. — The  w'md  still  south,  dark  and  cloudy. 
Therniomer  39".  The  wind  veers  to  the  west  in  the  afternoon, 
bringing  rain,  followed  by  snow  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  loth. — The  ground  is  nicely  covered  with 
snow  this  morning,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  sleighing.  Ther- 
mometer SO",  wind  northwest,  and  a  busv  snow-storm  prevailing 
at  1  p.  M. 

Brothertou  today  secures  a  respite  lur  one  week.  A  serious 
railroad  disastei\  caused  by  l!ie  giving  wav  of  a  bridcre,  occurred 
at  Tariliville,  near  Hartford,  Conn.,  by  v;iiich  thirteen,  lives 
were  lost.  'Ihe  two  sisters  MeCargar,  residents  of  the  town  of 
Locke,  who  vrere  engaged  in  leaching  school  in  Connecticut, 
were  among  the  victims  of  the  disaster.     Gold  declined  to  101-;- 


i 
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today,  the  lowcit  point  touched  since  the  adrapce  during  the  '] 

war.  .1 

3 

Wednesday,  Jan.  16th. — A  cool,  sunny  day,  with  vrind  in  1 

the  northwest.     Thermometer  18°.     Whitelaw  Ecid,  of  the  A'izr'  j 

York  Tribime,  and  Judge  Eussell,  of  St.  Lawrence  Count}',  are  | 

elected  rerrents  of  the  university,  by  the  state  legislature,  to  fi'l  ^ 

the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  General  Dix,  and  I 

the  death  of  Chancellor  Pruyn.     James  T.  Fields  lectures  in  the  * 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  course  on  "Fiction — Ancient  and  Modern."  i 

Samuel  Bowles,  widely  known  as  the  editor  of  the  Springfield  l 

Jiepubh'ca.-ii,  died  today,  after  a  protracted  illness,  aged  51  years.  l 

Thursday,  Jan.  17th. — A  dark,  threatening  morning  with  j 

wind  northwest,  but  warm.cr,  the  lower  current  of  air  being  from  '.; 

the  south.     Theiuiometer  24'.     The  two  little  girls,  charged  -1 

with  stealing  from  several  stores,  plead  guilty  before  the  Court  '■; 

of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  now  in  session,  and  are  sentenced  to  the  "> 

Eochestcr  Penitentiary.     The  party  mentioiied  in  niy  record  of  ■  ? 

November  27th,  pays  a  penalty  of  $500  in  United  States  Coiu-t  | 

at  Albanj',  for  his  indiscretion  in  attempting  to  smuggle  goods  'i 

across  the  Canadian  frontier.  ;■ 

Friday,  Jan.  IStb. — Dark  and  cloudy,  with  the  upper  current  ] 

of  air  from  the  northwest,  and  the  lower  current  from  the  south.  f. 

Thermometer  3S'.     In   the  afternoon  it  is  clear,   warm,  and  | 

bright,  with  south  wind.     A  farmer's  wagon  loaded  with  grain  I 

and  dressed  geese,  is  run  over  by  the  cars  at  the  "Washington  i 

street  crossing  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  E.  E,     Ko  damage  except  to  the  | 

wagon  and  its  contents.  j 

Saturday,  Jan.  19lh. — A  clear,  warm  day,  with  south  v;;nd.  "^  \ 

Thermometer  -iS .  • 

Sunday,  Jan.  20th. — Cloudy,  but  mild,  with  south  wind.  ] 

Thermometer  44°.     A  brisk  rain  in  the  evening.  ' 

Monday,    Jan.  21st, — L':»wery  and  dark,  with  south  wind.  \ 

Thermometer  45°.  J 
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The  trial  of  Edmund  i{.  Hoppins,  for  ]:illing  Philip  J.  Proud- 
fit,  commenced  today  and  o  jury  was  empauelt^d  therefor. 

The  Egyptian  Obelisk,  which  has  been  recuperating^  from  its 
sea-sickness  at  Fen-ol,  Spain,  arrived  at  Gravesend  today. 

The  Russian  Army  enters  Adrianople,  which  had  been  evacu- 
ated by  the  Turks  pursuant  to  an  agreement  for  an  armistirr. 
Professor  Reynolds  secures  some  notoriety  at  Union  Springs, 
on  account  of  an  attempt  to  arrest  him  in  the  midst  of  a  lecture, 
for  not  having  taken  out  a  license.  It  was  the  outgrowth  of 
ill-feeling  among  the  local  authorities. 

The  Common  Council  meets  in  the  evening  and  confirms  a 
contract  with  the  Water  Work.s  Company,  for  three  years,  at 
$1G,000  per  year,  and  appoints  a  committee  to  revise  the  city 
cliartcr. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  22nd. — A  lowci'y,  darlc  day,  with  west  wind. 
Thermometer  oi". 

The  coun.sel  for  Brotherton  secures  a  stay  of  proceedings 
till  April  2nd,  to  make  application  for  a  new  trial.  A  slight 
snow  falls  in  tlic  evening. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  23rd. — A  bleak,  ))iercing-,  northvve.-^t  wind, 
with  light  snow.  Thermometer  4°, — the  severest  dav  of  tlie 
season  thus  far. 

King  Alfon.'^o  of  Spain,  marries  the  Princess  Mercedes  today, 
with  great  pomp  and  ceremony. 

Edward  J.  Collins,  founder  of  the  Collins'  line  of  .'Steamships, 
died  today,  aged  seventy-nine  ye;u's. 

The  agricultural  works  of  A.  W.  Stevens  &  Son,  the  leading 
industry  of  Genoa  village,  are  dcstro^'ed  by  fire  in  the  evening. 

Thursday,  Jan.  2-l:th. — A  southv.-est  wind  and  a  bright  day 
succeed  tlic  stnirn  of  3'estcrday.     Thermometr^r  25°. 

The  trial  of  Hoppins  at  the  Court  House,  excites  a  greater 
degree  of  popular  interest  than  any  trial  since  that  of  the  negro 
Freeman,    upwards  of  thirty   years  ago.     The  court   room   is 
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thi'jijgcd,  and  the  sjinpalhy  of  tlic  public  seems  to  be  iuteiue  I 

iu  favor  of  the  nceused.  -| 


Friday,  Jan.  25th. — Another  bright,  but  not  cloudle.^^s  day, 
with  wind  in  the  southeast.     Thermometer  42". 

Dr.  Hugh  Proiullit,  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  again.-t 
Hoppiiis,  dies  this  morning  after  a  brief  illne.ss.  The  trial  of 
iloppins  is  concluded,  resulting  in  his  acquitttd.  lie  marries 
his  affianced,  a  Miss  Turner,  who  has  been  by  his  side  during 
the  whole  trial,  at  the  house  of  a  friend  iu  the  evening.  In 
view  of  this  ca.sc,  !k>w  forcible  and  apt  is  the  immortal  statement 
that  "truth  is  stranger  than  fiction."  What  an  oijportunity  for 
a  first-class  tale,  not  simply  "'  founded  on  fact,''  but  a  fact  in 
itself,  with  all  the  accessories  and  concomitants  of  the  inodci-n 
novel!  An  incensed  brother  ui  a  moment  of  phrcnsy,  slays 
with  a,  base-ball  club,  the  beirayer  (.>f  his  sister ;  pines  iu  a 
felon's  cell  six  montlis  and  seven  da3's,  where  he  is  devotedl}' 
ministered  unto  and  cheered  by  his  faithful,  young,  rich,  beau- 
tiful, black-eyed,  intelligent  atUanced ;  the  terrible  ordeal  of  a 
five  days'  trial :  the  sudden  death  of  the  principal  witness 
against  the  accused,  in  the  midst  of  the  trial ;  the  stalv.-art  arm 
of  the  champion  oarsman  of  America,  sustaining  the  prisoner 
in  court;  the  agony  of  suspense  during  the  three  hours  and 
twenty  minutes  of  the  jury's  deliberation  ;  the  triumphant 
acrpittal  by  the  twelve  good  men  and  true:  the  wild  and  irre- 
pressible joy  of  the  spectators  ;  the  immediate  retirement  to 
the  hospitable  home  of  a  benevolent  and  sympathetic  female 
pli3-sician:  the  solemnization  of  tlie  marriage  by  the  village 
pastor  ;  the  going  vrest;  the  end  1  Karely  is  such  a  plot  at  the 
disposal  of   an  aiUlior. 

The  Caledonian  Club  celebrates  the  anniversary"  of  the  birth 
of  Burns  in  the  evening. 

Col.  J.  Dean  Hawley  is  elected  Brigadier-General  of  the 
New  ]5rigade,  at  the  election  held  in  Syi'acuse. 


? 
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.  Saturday,  Jan.  2Gth. — A  dull,  dark  da_y  with  southwest 
wind.  Thermometer  39",  with  light  rain.  A  meeting  of  citi- 
zens at  the  Court  House,  called  by  the  mayor,  to  consider 
amendments  to  the  city  charter,  appoints  an  elaborate  committee 
of  three  from  each  ward,  and  adjourns. 

Sunday,  Jan.  27th. — Another  dull,  dark  day  with  .southwest 
wind.  Tbcrmometer  39".  A  wet  snow  falls  in  the  evening. 
The  Wall  Street  Methodist  Church,  which  has  been  under- 
going extensive  lej'airs,  is  re-dedicated  today.  The  body  of 
young  Lryant,  drowned  in  Cayuga  Jjake  on  the  3rd  inst,  i.? 
found  today. 

Monday,  Jan.  26ih. — Colder,  with  north  wind  and  snow. 
Thermometer  15".  A  Mr.  A.  R.  Davis,  of  Syracu.';e,  enlight- 
ened an  audience  at  the  Court  House  in  the  evening,  on  Gov 
crnmeiit  Keform  and  kindred  topics. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  29ib. — A  cloudless,  beautiful  day,  with  cold 
north  air.  Thermometer  22".  Miss  Helen  Potter  completes  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  course,  witli  readings  and  personations  at  the  Opera 
House  in  the  evening. 

Wednesd.vy,  Jan.  30th.  —  Another  bright,  cloudless  day, 
with  wind  still  north.  The  mercury,  which  stood  at  zero  in  the 
morning,  advances  to  22"  at  1  V.  M.  The  State  Senate  confirms 
the  nomination  of  Benj.  S.  W.  Clark,  v.-arJen  of  the  Sing  Sing 
Piison,  fur  Suj'Lriniendcnt  of  Public  Works,  having  previously 
rejected  the  HDminations  ma^Je  by  the  governor,  of  Messrs. 
Fairchild  and  Magoiic,  for  that  position. 

An  extra  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  is  called  for 
ne.xt  Monday.  Tne  general  committee,  appointed  to  revise  the 
citv  charter,  meet  at  the  Court  House  in  tiie  evening  and  apjioint 
a  large  number  of  subi-eommittees. 

Thursday,  Jan.  31st. — The  wind  still  holds  in  the  north, 
with  the  lo^\•or  current  from  the  east,  and  indications  of  a  storm. 
Thermornctci'  24".  cloudv.      A  brisk  eastcrlv  snow-storm  sets  in 
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between  3  and  4  o'clock  P.  .\i.  The  stcainsliip,  Metru]iolis,  from 
PliilaJelpliia  for  Para,  Brazil,  was  stranded  ia  a  sinking  condition 
on  the  North  Carolina  coast,  near  the  scene  of  the  Huron  dis- 
aster, and  about  100  persons  perished.  She  was  ladeu  with 
railroad  iron,  and  had  a  hirge  number  of  passengers,  v.'ho  were 
engineers  and  skilled  workmen,  going  to  ]3razil  to  build  a  rail- 
road.    The  vessel  proves  to  have  been  unseaworthy. 

The  average  of  the  mercury  for  the  month  has  been  28.5",  the 
extremes  being  48°  on  the  19th,  and  i'  on  the  2ord.  1  have 
been  quite  interested  in  examining  a  record  of  the  weather  f'.ir 
the  montli  of  January,  1778,  just  one  hundred  years  ago. 
The  temperature  seems  to  have  been  quite  even,  ranging  from 
'6i"  to  47°  with  considerable  snow  and  r^.ui.  The  severest  criti- 
cism is  upon  the  14tli,  v.-jiich  is  characterized  as  ''an  exceeding 
wet,  churlish  day.''  This  however,  was  in  London.  I  suppose 
there  wasn't  any  weather  here,  to  speak  of,  at  that  time,  or  if 
so,  that  no  record  of  it  was  kept. 

Preliminaries  of  peace  and  an  armistice  \\  ere  agreed  uj)on  and 
signed  by  the  representatives  of  Russia  and  Turkey  at  Adria- 
nople  today. 

Friday,  February  1st. — Ilap.pj-  is  the  man  this  niorning  wliose 
sidewalk  does  not  extend  around  the  corner. — that  is  compara- 
tivel}'  hap}iy,  for  the  proprietor  of  even  a  limited  frontier  has 
a  dismal  pi'ospeet  of  shoveling  before  him.  Twenty-two  inches 
of  snow  fell  last  night  and  a  complete  blockade  exists  this  morn- 
ing. The  street  cars  are  not  running  and  the  trains  on  the 
Central  road  are  much  dolnyed.  The  wiiid  still  holds  north. 
Thermometer  30°,  cloudy. 

George  Cruikshank,  the  celebrated  English  caricaturist,  died 
today  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

Satl'I'vDAY,  Feb.  2nd. — Candlemas  day.  Why  the  bear 
should  emerge  from  his  den  today  to  seek  for  his  shadow,  rather 
than  upon  any  othei'  day,  T  liave  never  heard  explained.     Still 
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such  is  tlie  tradilinn  liandcJ  down  to  us  from  tlie  earl}'  settlers. 
It  must  be  a  near-siglited  bear  that  can  not  see  his  shadow  toda^^, 
for  it  is  cloudless  and  the  snow  is  dazzlingly  bright,  so  I  suppose 
the  bear  mourufullj  returns  to  liis  couch  for  the  six  weeks'  nap. 

The  wind  is  still  rigidly  north  and  the  thermometer  2-i°. 

The  track  is  becoming  beaten  down  so  that  the  sleighing  is 
jiassably  good.  The  police  report  shows  sixty-four  arrests  for 
•lannary,  thirty-four  of  which  were  for  drunkenness. 

Mr.s.  Eliza  Underwood,  relict  of  the  late  Amos  Underwood 
of  lliis  city,  died  in  Chicago  today,  at  the  age  of  sevent}'  years. 
Alexander  S.  Johnson  of  Utica,  judge  of  the  United  States 
Cii'cuit  Court,  died  at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  at  tlie  age  of  sixtv-onc 
years. 

Sunday,  Feb.  ord. — The  ni'irning  opens  cold,  cloudless  and 
bright,  the  trees  delicately  frosted  and  glistening  in  the  sunlight. 
The  mercury  settled  to  6^  below  zero,  during  the  night.  A 
peculiarity  of  the  frosting  of  the  trees  is  that  it  is  deposited 
wholly  on  the  south  side  of  the  twigs,  the  wind  being  north. 
At  1  p.  M.,  the  wind  is  south,  with  thermometer  at  2-i:",  and 
cloudless.  The  new  moon,  "  tranced  in  unspeakable  blue," 
escorts  tlie  evening  star  down  tlic  vrcstern  sky,  at  early  twilight. 

MoxiJ.^Y,  Feb.  4th. — Anothei'  cloudless  morning,  with  wind 
in  the  south.  'J^he  mercury  stands  at  zero  in  the  morning,  but 
advances  to  34"  at  1  p.  m,  with  wind  soutliwe.^t. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  meet  in  extra  session,  and  pro- 
ceed to  respond  to  the  charge  of  the  late  grand  jury,  touching 
their  extravagance  in  auditing  a  claim  of  some  §1,200  for 
painting  and  papering  at  the  Court  House.  Probably  the 
expense  of  the  extra  session  will  not  exceed  from  sgOO  to  .'>500, 
but  it  i.s  extremely  doubtful  wliother  the  county  will  be  pecun- 
iarily benelited  to  that  extent. 

The  bell-punch  is  introduced  today  on  the  street  railroad  line 
as  an  amusement  to  tlie  pa«.»cngers,  and  an  incentive  to    the 
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liouestyol  the  coiiduetors.  The  Cor.unon  Council  meets  in  the 
evening,  and  ineffectually  attempts  to  fix  the  responsibility  for 
the  failure  to  make  a  coal  contract  for  the  city  for  the  current 
3'ear. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  5th. — One  of  the  most  unenviable  positions 
in  private  life  at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  to  stand  upon  the 
peak  of  the  roof  of  the  domestic  domioile,  leaning  upon  a  snow 
shovel,  and  deliberating  which  .side  of  the  roof  to  shovel  off' 
first.  It  is  not  unlike  being  drafted.  The  volunteer  who  falls 
facing  the  foe,  is  buried  with  military  honors,  and  his  name 
goes  down  to  posterity  embalmed  in  patriotic  assoeiaiions.  '  The 
drafted  man  however,  who  falls,  is  buried  a  few  inches  below 
the  surface  on  the  battle-field,  and  usually  compas-es  a  small 
share  of  glory.  So,  the  man  who  is  forced  by  dripjiing  ceilings, 
to  adopt  desperate  measures  to  repel  the  invasion  of  tlie  melting 
sno'.v.  The  prospect  of  being  dragged  heels-foremost  out  of  a 
snowbank,  half  suffocated,  with  a  broken  .limb  or  possibly  a 
broken  neck,  has  few  of  the  elements  of  glory  in  it.  I  think 
the  preferable  coui-se  is  to  hire  a  substitute,  and  stand  below, 
in  the  capacitv  of  an  oftlcer,  and  give  commands  as  to  how  it 
shall  be  done. 

Tiie  sky  is  still  cloudle.'^s  and  bright.  v,-ith  wind  in  southwest. 
Thermometer  36".  Albert  H.  Goss,  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  this  city,  prominent  in  business  and  widely  esteemed,  died  iu 
Brooklyn  at  the  age  of  55.  Major  John  J.  Letchwortb,  of  this 
city,  is  announced  as  our  sole  representative  upon  the  uevr 
brigade  staff. 

The  board  of  education  meets  in  reguhu'  session  in  tlie  evening. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  fith. — The  wind  varies  from  southwest  to 
southeast,  but  the  sky  kee[i3  clear.  Tiierraometer  -10'.  A  false 
alarm  of  fire  calls  out  the  several  hose  companies  shortly  before 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Thursday,  Feb.  7th. — A  day  of  rare  beauty.  The  soft  air 
from   the  south  is  as  balmy  as  in  spring-time,  and   the  sky  is 
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perfectly  cloudir -h.  The  roar  of  tbe  distant  waterfall,  however, 
portends  an  end  to  tbe  clear  weather,  which  has  now  been  con- 
tinuous for  six  days.  Thermometer  50".  Pope  Pius  IX,  died 
at  Komc  today,  after  a  lingering  illness,  in  the  86th  year  of  his 
age.  He  has  been  pope  thirty-two  years.  Maitbew  Keirsch,  of 
Elmira,  holds  a.  Greenback  mass  meeting  at  tbe  Court  House 
in  the  evening. 

Friday,  Feb.  8tb. — The  morning  opens  warm  and  cloudy, 
with  wind  in  tlie  .southeast.  At  1  p.  m.,  the  wind  veers  to  the 
east  and  northeast,  the  mercury  drops  o',  to  'J 7",  and  a  steady 
rain  sets  in. 

The  supervisors  complete  their  defence  to  the  accu.<ation  of 
the  grand  jury  and  adjourn.  The  coiiclusion  reached  was  that 
tbe  grand  jury  based  their  finding  upon  insufficient  evidence, 
which  was  a  very  considerate  verdict  for  a  body  trying  tbem- 
setve.'=.  A  resolution  that  the  members  of  tbe  board  make  no 
charge  agairist  the  county  for  their  services  during  tiie  extra 
session,  gave  way  to  one  that  it  was  inexpedient  for  them  to  do 
so.  ^^atlilcw  Keirsch,  Attorney-General  Warren  T.  Woiden, 
and  Senator  Barak  B.  Willey,  enlighten  the  Throopsvillians  on 
the  greenback  question  in  the  evening.  I'he  greetibai^k  caui- 
]:iaign  seems  to  be  fairly  openet!. 

Saturday,  Feb.  9th. — The  rain  continued  far  into  the  night, 
making  serious  inroads  upon  the  body  of  snow,  but  not  enough 
to  destroy  tbe  sleighing.  The  morning  opens  dark  with  a  misiy 
snow  sifting  from  the  north.  Thermouieter  2G°.  A  brisk  snow- 
storm about  2  p.  M.  promises  to  preserve  the  excellent  sleigiiing. 

Sunday,  Feb.  lOtli. — A  dull,  cloudy  day,  with  nortli  v/iiid. 
Tliermometer  MT". 

A  profe.-sedly  reformed  Catholic,  under  the  name  of  A.  I-*. 
Develin,  lectures  at  the  Court  House  on  a  variety  of  topics,  with 
temperance  for  an  announced  subject. 
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I 

The  new  Aruioiy  was  bailed  out  today,  310  pailEuIs  of  watur  J 

being  dipped  out.     I  think  it  was  a  naistake  to  do  it,  for  in  view  | 

of  tlie  fact  of  the  dismemberment  of  our  Brigade  stall',  b}'  which  | 

we  are  shorn  of  much  of  our  military  prestige,  and  of  the  supe-  j 

rior  facilities  for  water  communication  possessed  by  the  Armory,  | 

a  valid  claim  might   have  been  made  upon  Congress  for    an  '. 

appropriation  to  establish  it  as  a  naval  station.  | 

Monday,  Feb.  11th. — Cooler  and  cloudy,  with  north  wind.  | 

Thermometer  IS".  J 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  one  of  the  famous  war  cabinet  of  Prosi-  ^ 

dent  Lincoln,  died  today  in  the  76th  year  of  his  agi.'.  1 

Captain   Geo.  H.  McKenzie,  the  champion  chess  player  of  ;, 

America,  commences  a  session  vrith  our  city  amateurs  today,  at  j 

the  Osborne  House.  | 

A  law  and  order  meeting,  having  the  object  of  taking  steps  to  f 

repress  the  unlicensed  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  is  held  at  the  f 

Court  House  in  the  evening,  whereat  a  committee  is  appointed  to  j 

interview  the  mayor  and  other  oflicials.  I 

3 

Tuesday,  Feb.  12tli. — A  brighter  day,  but  cloudy,wilh  south-  I 

erly  wind,  and  thermometer  at  32°.     The  Boards  of  Registry  ^ 

hold  their  first  meeting  today,  preparatory  to  the  spring  chartei'  j 

election.  | 

An  alarm  of  fire  in  the  afternoon  was  occasioned  b}-  a  sliglit  | 

tire  in  a  house  on  Parker  street.  | 

In  the  outside  world,  events  of  much  importance,  other  than  f 

those  I  have  noted  in  my  daily  reeo.rd,  have  transpired   during  j 

the  month.     The  Russo-Turkish  war  has   progressed  rapidly  | 

towards  its  end,  so  far  us  the  power  of  resistance  by  the  Turks      -  i 

is  concerned,  and  negotiations  for  peace  have  been  instituted.  ' 

The  Russians  have  achieved  marked  successes,  notably  the  cap-  I 

ture  of   an   entire  Turkish  army  of  25,000  men  and  100  guns  •: 

in  the  Balkan  passes,  and  are  pushing  on  towards  the  Turkish  | 

capital.     The  Servians  have    fought  witli  var^-ing  success,  as  j 
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allies  of  Euf^ia,  but  with  the  general  result  in  their  favor. 
The  Greeks,  at  a  late  day,  awoke  to  the  situation  and  their 
aimy  crossed  over  into  Thessaly,  kicked  at  the  tailfeallicrs  of 
prostrate  Turkey,  and  returned  across  the  frontier  as  soon  as 
Turkey  fluttered,  with  a  total  loss  of  three  wounded  and  one 
prisoner.  It  is  scarcely  probable  that  this  campaign  will  inspire 
another  Iliad  from  any  mute,  inglorion.s  Hoinei-  of  modern 
Greeee.  Meantime,  Great  Britain  is  not  a  little  exercised  at  the 
successes  of  Kussia,  and  is  working  up  to  a  war  fever,  in  view 
of  real  or  fancied  peril  to  her  interests  in  the  cast.  Stanley 
has  arrived  in  London  and  is  busily  writing  nj?  his  exploi'ations 
for  publication.  He  is  rather  coldly  received  in  England,  as 
compared  with  the  enthusiasm  of  other  nations  over  his  dis- 
coveries. It  is  hinted  that  po.ssibly  he  ought  not  to  have  been 
reared  in  America,  or  else  not  have  presumed  to  explore  as 
miTch  of  Africa  as  he  has. 

General  Grant  seems  to  have  got  beyond  the  range  of  liie 
reporter  and  may  po.ssibly  be  making  a  tour  of  exploration  of 
the  interior  of  Africa. 

Congress  has  been  giving  its  entire  energies  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  silver  question,  but  thus  far  without  definite  result, 
while  the  state  legislature  has  as  yet  accomplished  little  except 
in  the  way  of  getting  ready  to  do  a  great  deal,  by  and  b}'. 

New  York  city  has  been  startled  by  the  voluntary  and  unex- 
pected re-appearance  in  court,  of  Harry  Genet,  one  of  the  old 
Tweed  lling,  who  has  b.^en  a  fugitive  from  justice  for  some  i\\v. 
years,  and  now  returns  to  make  application  if)v  a  new  tiial  of 
the  charges  against  him. 

In  the  scientific  world,  the  im]iortant  announcement  is  made, 
that  a  chemist  of  Paris,  and  .•mother  of  Geneva,  Switiierland, 
have  succeided  in  liquefyiu';  all  the  erases,  a  rc.->nlt  wliicli  has 
been  hitherto  unsuccessfully  sought  for  many  years,  by  scieniillc 
men.  It  was  accomplished  by  subjecting  the  gases  to  great 
pressure  at  a  temperature  of  oOU"  centigrade,  or  .540'  Fuhrenheil, 
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below  zero.     The  immediate  prac-iical  application  of  the  dis-  ] 

coverj,  will  doubtless  be  the  avoidance  of  low  stages  of  temptjr-  .1 

atare  by  many  of  our  publiu  speakers  and  writer.*.  | 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  note  the  large  number  of  :'; 

defalcations  and   failures  in  business  throughout  the   country  i 

during  the  month.     Happily  our  immediate  locality  has  thus  far  (' 

been  spared  these  deplorable   exhibitions  of    fiducial  betrayal  ,| 

and  wild  business  management.     A  characteristic  exhibition  of  | 

the  folly  of  conflict  between  labor  and  capital  has  been  manifest  "I 

in  the  Cri.spin  strike,  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  resulting  in  the  entire  dis-  ^s 

comfiture  of  the  Crispin  Association,  and  the  displacement  of  5 

its  members  by  laborers  who  were  glad  to  secure  their  descried  i 

benches.  | 

And  here,  my  dear  doctor,  is  another  resting  place.     Trusi-  i 

iug  that  I  am  not  becoming  .so  uninteresting  as  to  necessitate  | 

the  use  of  a  book  mark  to  keep  your  place.     ]  remain,  f 

Ver^y  truly  yours,  :' 

B.  B.  SNOW,  { 

Htitoriogri.ijjh-tr.  ' 
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Auburn,  N,  Y.,  Wednesday,  Feb.  ISth,  187S. 
}fy  Dear  Doctor  Ahliernaun  : 

Last  eveniiie  witnessed  the  fir?t  aniiiversarj  of  the  Cayuga 
County  Historical  Society,  through  whose  in.-trumentality  our 
acquaintance  was  inaugurated.  I  confess  that  1  indulged  in  a 
C)uiet  exultation  at  the  results  accomplished  in  an  unostentatious 
way  by  the  society  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  and  I 
was  led  to  the  pleasing  reflection,  that  while  the  busy  toilers  of 
today  might  look  lightly  ujion  our  efTorts,  you,  at  least,  as  you 
delved  among  our  records  and  pored  over  our  manuscripts, 
would  be  grateful  to  us  that  v/e  had  rescued  from  the  past  and 
garnered  from  the  passing,  even  the  shreds  of  history  which 
might  otherwise  have  passed  into  oblivion. 

The  society  was  last  evening  regaled  by  an  excellent  address 
from  the  president.  Rev.  Di'.  Uawley,  and  by  a  complete  arid 
interesting  repurt  from  the  custodian,  Dennis  E.  Alward,  Esq., 
both  of  v.'hleh  were  ordered  to  be  published. 

i^n  interesting  feature  of  the  treasurer's  report  showed  no 
necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  silver  bill.  The  day  is  cloudy 
v;ith  north  wind  and  thermometer  at  32". 

The  British  fleet  passed  througli  tlie  Dardanelles  today,  tu  route 
for  Cciustantir.ojile,  in  face  of  the  denial  of  permission  thereto 
by  Turkev.  The  sleighing  i-;  remarkablv  line  and  everybody 
seems  to  be  enjoying  it,  either  as  participants  or  observer.s. 
Notablv.  South  street  is  the  center  of  much  interest,  where  trot- 
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ters  ,'uc  speeded  to  tlie  intense  delight  of  ti  throng  of  men  and  j 

youth  of  leisure,  wlio  line  the  .•street  as  lookers-on  and  judges  of  '! 

the  merits  of  the  different  animals.  | 

Thursday,  Feb.  1-ith. — A  lovely  day  for  Valentine's  day,  i 

notwithstanding  predictions  of    rain   by  "Old    Probabilities." 
The  skv  is  cloudless  witli   wind    in    the  east  and  thermometer  . 

at  36".  -i 

It  v/as  tlie  custom  formerly  for  the  newspapers,  annually,  to  '■ 

give  an  elaborate  account  of  the  origin  of  the  custom  of  sending  ; 

valentines.     I  see  no  such  account  this  year,  from  v/hieh  I  infer  : 

that  interest  in  the  custom  is  waning.     Occasionally,  some  timid  ..' 

swain  sends  a  missive  of  bashful  affection  to  the  object  of  his 
adoration,  but  these  cases  are  exceptional.     Tlie  mass  of  valen-  : 

tines  of    late  years  are  caricatures,     A  small  trap-shoot  took  , 

place  at  the  fair  grounds  between  Lewis  of  Syracuse  and  Con- 
ner of  Auburn,  Lewis  winning.  , 

The  Homestead  of  Daniel  Webster,  at  Marslifield,  was  burned 
today,  and  many  valuable  relics  were  destro\'ed.  At  a  Green- 
back Congressional  District  Convention,  held  at  Xewark,  Sena- 
tor B.  B.  Willey  is  made  delegate  to  the  National  Greenback 
Convention  at  Toledo,  and  Attorney  General  AYarren  T.  Wor- 
den  is  made  chairman  of  tlie  congressional  ilistriet  committee. 
Tiie  positions  are  botli  lionorary,  no  salary  attaching  to  either. 

Friday,  Feb.  15th. — Not  so  pleasant  as  yesterday.  Tlie 
oast  wind  of  the  morning  veers  to  the  south  al  noon,  with 
thermometer  at  d;V  and  light  snow. 

The  committee  on  revision  of  the  cli:ii-tcr,  incels  ia  the  even- 
ing and  reports  prooress,  ask'ing  leave  to  sit  again,  wiiieh  was 
granted. 

The  fine  sleighing  and  blight  moonlight  induce  man}'  sleigh- 
riding  parties.  Far  into  the  night  the  laughter  and  song  of 
these  merr3'-makers,  returning  to  their  homes,  provoke  the 
envy  of  uninvited  sK-ejiers  whose  sleigh-rides  are  in.  dreams  only. 
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I  liavc  often  wished  these  mooiilighl  cxcuiiioiiists  one  addi- 
tional jny,  a  string  of  old  fasliionod  sleighbells.  The  jingling 
of  modern  bells  like  a  bunch  of  keys,  is  tame,  compared  with 
the  melodious  ringing  of  the  bells  of  other  days,  such  as 
inspired  the  tintinnabulations  of  Poe's  muse — the  bells  in  the 
middle  of  the  string  as  large  as  pumpkin  apples,  and  tapering 
cither  way,  to  the  size  of  seedling  potatoes — there  was  glee  ;  that 
was  a  sturdy  compliance  with  the  law  requiring  bells  to  be  worn, 
which  is  still  on  the  statute  book,  but  so  old  as  to  have  become 
decrepit. 

Judge  Samuel  Blatchford,  formerly-  a  resident  of  this  city, 
was  today  promoted  by  tlie  President,  from  the  position  of 
district  judge,  to  that  of  circuit  judge  of  tlie  U.  S.  court,  in 
■  place  of  Judge  Johnson,  deceased. 

Capt.  McKenzie's  chess  toui'ney  closed  ti>day,  after  a  very 
pleasant  tilt  with  our  local  amateurs,  none  of  whom  were  able 
to  cope  successfully  with  the  champion. 

Saturday,  Feb.  16th. — The  day  is  bright,  but  shadowed  by 
clouds,  and  warm  from  the  south  wind.  Tlie  wind  veers  to 
the  west  at  noon  and  the  mercury  marks  37 . 

The  U.  S.  Senate  passes  the  Bland  silver  bill  today,  after  a 
long  contest,  by  a  vote  of  48  to  21.  It  was  materially  amended 
from  the  original  house  bill,  and  goes  back  to  the  house  for 
concurrence. 

Sunday,  Feb.  17th. — The  da\'  opens  mild,  with  south  wind, 
and  cloudy.  Aboiit  noon  a  brisk  wet  snov,--£torm  sets  in  and 
the  wind  soon  changes  to  northeast  Thermometer  36'.  A 
successful  exhibition  of  the  Bell  telephone  is  given  at  the 
Southern  Central  Tclcgrapli  ofiice,  communi'.'ation  being  had 
v.-ith  Elniira,  over  a  circuit  of  140  miles. 

^loxjiAY,  Feb.  18th. — The  morning  opens  bright  and  cloud- 
less, with  north  v.'ind  and  thermometer  well  down  towards  zero, 
risinjr   to  20  at  1  r.  >r.     The  Common  Council  meets  in  the 
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eveningarid  defers  action  on  the  contract  with  the  Gas  Light  Co., 
the  projioriition  being  to  contract  for  three  and  one-half  years. 

at  $25  per  street  lamp,  and  $2.50  per  thousand  for  city  buildings.  | 

The  committee  to  accept  the  donation  of  L^'man  Soule,  Esq.,  | 

of  land  for  a  cemetery-,  reported  that  Mr.  Soulc  had  deeded  the  I 

land  to  trustees,  and  that  no  further  action  was  demanded  of  \ 

the  city.     The  Eeform  Club  give  a  pecuniarily  successful  sociable  s 

at  their  rooms,  over  the  post-office,  in  the  evening.  • 

Tuesday,  Feb.    19t,h. — A  clear,  cold  day,  with  north  wind,  \ 

the  mercury  advancing  from  zero  in  the  morning,  to  27'  at  1  p.  M.  \ 

The  annual  town  meetings  are  held  today,  throughout  the  \  ^ 

county,  for  the  election  of  supervisors  aud  town  oflicers.     Of  ■ 

the  supervisors  elected,  seventeen  are  Republican,  five  Demo-  » 

crat,  and  one  Greenback.  'j 

Master  Willie  Kills,  a  lad  of  14,  tested  the  thickness  of  his  ! 

skull  today,  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  Remington  revol-  ] 

ver,  without  fatal  result.     The  experiment,  though  perhaps  sat-  t 

isfactory  to  the  operator   uuder  the  circumstances,  will  doubt-  | 

less   be  repeated   at  intervals,  with   varjdng  success,  by  other  < 

curious  and  careless  boys,  so  long  as  they  have  access  to  firearrn.s.  | 

A  drawing  room  entertainment,  in  aid  of  the  Women's  Chris-  i 

tian  Temperance  Union,  was  given  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Cha-.  i 

.  .  .  .  .  ' 

P.  Williams,  in  the  evening,  which  proved  a  gratifying  social  | 

and  pecuniary  success.     The  state  association  of  school  conimis-  ■ 

sioncrs  and  city  superintendents  convened  at  Utica  today.  ? 

I 

Wednesday,  Feb.  20th. — Warmer,  with  brisk  south    wind,  ? 

r  ...  i 

and  cloudy.     Thcrmonictei' 31°.      A  slight  rain  in  the  afternofjn  5 

and  evenir.g.  '' 

At  Rome  tuJay.  Car.liual  Pccci,  is  elcctcl  J^upe,  on  the  old  j 

ballot,  and  assu'^-3s  the  title  of   Leo  XIII.     He  is  the  2S5th  j 

pontiff  of  the  Eonian  church.  j 

The  committee  on  revision  of  the  charter  meet  at  the  Couit  | 

House,  but  make  little  progress. 
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A  curious  feature  of  the  late  tovrri  election  in  Sterling  was 
the  fact  that  the  issue  seems  to  have  l-ieen  a  re-trial  of  the  late 
celebrated  Hoppins  case.  Hoppins  appears  to  have  been  con- 
victed in  this  last  trial  by  a  considerable  majority,  but  it  is  not 
probable  that  he  will  be  hanged  under  the  verdict.  This  issue 
will  doubtless  enter  into  the  politics  of  the  town,  for  many  years 
to  come. 

Thursijay,  Feb.  2Lst.— A  clouded  day,  with  slight  rain  from 
the  south.  Thermometer  44".  The  silver  bill,  as  passed  by 
the  senate,  is  passed  by  the  lK)use  toda}-,  by  a  vote  of  176  to  52 
and  goes  to  the  president  for  approval.  Governor  Robinson 
prefers  charges  tu  the  state  senate  against  Mr.  Smytli,  superin- 
tendent of  the  insurance  department,  for  exacting  exorbitant 
fees  contrary  to  law.  The  representatives  of  the  different  fire 
companies  meet  and  choose  J.  II.  Morris  for  chief  engineer  of 
the  tire  dejiartment. 

The  Storke  cadets  give  their  lirst  aimual  infantry  ball,  at  the 
Academy  of  Music,  in  the  evening.  The  success  of  the  affair 
was  only  equalled  by  the  anticipation  of  its  projectors. 

Friday,  Feb.  22nd. — ThcannivcrsiU-y  of  Washington's  birth- 
day creates  little  enthusiasm  in  the  weather  or  in  community. 
The  day  is  dull  and  rainy,  with  southeast  wind,  and  thermom- 
eter at  42°.  The  sleighing  is  becoming  much  impaired  b}'  the 
warm  weather  and  rain.  The  banks  and  public  oSices  are  closed 
and  flags  are  displayed  by  those  who  have  them.  Announce- 
ment is  made  that  Frank  P.  Casey  of  this  city,  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  Russian  Army,  stationed  at  Bucharest,  has  been 
honored  witli  the  badge  of  the  "Star  of  Roumania."'  for  faith- 
ful discliarge  of  his  duties. 

I  notice  in  the  local  papers  of  today,  tiie  announcement  of 
the  solemnization,  b}^  his  honor.  Police  Justice  Teller,  of  the 
nuptials  of  Mrs.  Louisa  A.  King  and  Andrew  H.  King,  of  this 
city.     Some  months  ago,  the  connubial   felicity  of  this  couple, 
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which  fur  many  years  had  made  their  household  enjoyable,  was 
internipfcd,  to  tlie  extent  that  the  fair  Louisa  sought  the  inter- 
vention of  the  courts  to  secure  a  separation,  which  was  effected. 
Standing,  as  it  were,  upon  one  foot  in  sober  contemplation  and  1     • 

solitude,  she,   at  length,  relented  of  her  purpose  and  yearned  ,    ' 

for  the  companionship  of  her  fornier  partner,  who  was  wander-  ^' 

ing  disconsolatel_y  in  the  adjoining  pasture,  and  resolved  to  give  j 

herself  anew  to  his  fostering  care  and  protection.     May  their  ! 

new  honeymoon  grow  into  the  full  of  unclouded  connubial  joy.  ' 

SATiivDAV,  Feb.  2ord.     The  wind  gradually  works  around 

to    the   north,  wiili   diiz>^ling    rain   and    fog  in  the  afternoon.     •  , 

Therniomctor  40".     Damages  from  the  late  rains  are  reported  \   ■ 

at  Port  Hope,  Canada,  in  California,  and  other  localities.     The  ; 

sleighs  give  pla(?e  to  wheels  today,  the  sleighing  being  exhausted.  ►? 

Miss  Xella  V.  Brown  gave  readings  at   the  Opera    House,  i 

under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  \ 

Suxj).-VY,  Feb.  24th. — The  wind  changed  to  the  west  yester-  j 

day  afternoon,  where  it  has  held  steadily  today.     The  sky  has  | 

been  thickly  clouded,  with  thermometer  at  82".  \ 

Monday,  Feb.  25tli. — A  dusky  day,  with  northv-'est  wind.  " 

Thermomeier    81\     A  light  snow  during  the  afternoon,  and  ; 

quite  brisk  squalls  at  intervals  in  the  evening.  i 

An  altercation  between  two  brothers  of   the  Lillis    family,  J 

residing  on  l\[echanic  street,  disturbed  the  usual  c[uiet  of  the  *8 

Lillis  mansion  in  the  evening.     A  shot  gun  and  two  barrels  of  1 

a  revolver  were  discharged  by  one  of  the  brothers  at  the  other,  I 

but  as  both  weapons  were  charged  with  too  tine  shot,  and  the  ] 

aim  was  not  in  accordance  with  national  guard  practice,  the  ] 

target  brother  escape!  with  unimport.ant  injuries.  ! 

TrESDAY.  Feb.  26th. — The  wind  holds  steadily  west,  with  '    1 

bright,  clear  .sky,  and  thermometer  at  31". 

The  canal  appraisers  meet  at  the  Court  lIou.se,  to  hear  the  1 

claims  of  damnifu'd  projirietors  of  lands  along  the  Owasco  Lake,  J 
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suflfring  from  tlie  ri:;c  of  water  therein,  occnsioned  by  using 
t'ne  lake  as  a  feeder  for  llie  canal.  The  session  v,-as  adjoui-ned 
to  May  2Stii,  witliout  taking  any  tcrflimon}-. 

The  Wurkingmen  and  Grccnbackers  hold  their  caucuses  in 
the  several  wai'ds,  in  the  evening,  nominating  local  tickets,  and 
selecting  delegates  to  their  citv  convention. 

Wednp:.sday,  Feb.  27th. — Wind  still  west,  and  the  sky 
cloudless.     Thermometer  42". 

The  committee  on  the  revi.-^i(.'n  of  city  charter  meet  at  the 
Court  House  in  the  evening,  bat  as  usual  of  lute,  fail  of  a  quorum. 
'JMie  second  in  the  series  of  collisions  on  the  Central  Railroad, 
occurred  near  Wccds[)ort  today.  No  lives  were  lost,  but 
mueh  damage  to  cars  resulted. 

Tjii'RSDAY,  Feb.  28th. — These  bright  days  are  [jlcasantly 
wearing  away  our  wintei'.  The  mild  southwest  wind  and 
cloudless  sky  of  the  forenoon,  with  a  temperature  of  46",  is  like 
the  winter's  benediction.  The  afternoon  clouds  however,  the 
wind  veers  to  tlic  northwest,  and  possibly  March  may  corne 
in  like  a  lion.  The  president  today  vetoes  the  silver  bill,  when 
both  houses  immediately  pass  the  bill  by  more  than  the  requisite 
tv,-o-thirds  vote,  the  house  by  19o  to  73  and  the  senate  by  46 
to  19.  This  is  said  to  be  the  last  instarico  in  which  a  bill  has 
been  passed  over  the  president's  veto  on  the  same  day  the  veto 
was  received. 

The  Workitigmeii's  and  Oi-eeidjaek  city  convention  meet 
and  nominate  Mr.  A.  T.  Walley  for  mayor.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  maice-up  of  the  convention,  that  would  indicate  that 
one  of  the  chief  p(.)liiieal  jiarlle.-;  already  in  existence  had  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  meiubership  of  the  new  organization. 

Tlie  X.  M.  T.  Ilose  Company  give  their  annual  hop  at  the 
Armory  in  the  evening,  transmitting  iheir  music  by  the  tele 
phone  to  Syiacuse.  The  alTair  is  reported  as  a  success  at  each 
end  of  the  line.     The  average  temperature  for  the  month  Las 
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Vicen   34.4'  v,-ito  50"  on   the  7Ui,  and   18°  on  llic  11th  for  the 
extremes. 

Friday,  March  1st. — The  threatening  aspect  of  the  weather 
last  evening  came  to  naught  and  the  morning  opens  cIoudle.s.= 
and  beautiful.  There  is  a  little  too  much  lion's  blood  and  a 
little  too  much  lamb's  wool  in  the  make-up  of  the  day  to  concede 
it  to  either  the  lion  or  the  lamb.  The  v^ind  i.s  north,  the  sk}' 
cloudless,  and  the  thermometer  30",  being  8"  above  the  morning 
marking. 

A  dispatch  received  today  announces  the  death  of  F.  G.  D;\v, 
Esq.  yesterday  at  Vienna,  the  result  doubtless  of  an  unsuccess- 
ful operation  to  remove  a  cancer,  with  which  he  had  long  been 
afflicted.  Mr.  ]3ay  had  been  a  resident  of  Auburn  about  forty 
years,  holding  the  position,  of  Special  County  Judge,  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  was  probably  about  (J3  years  of  age. 

The  Eepublican  and  Democratic  ward  caucuses  are  held  in 
the  evening  to  nominate  ward  candidates,  and  to  choose  delegates 
to  their  respective  city  conventions.  The  Democratic  caucuses 
almost  uuiformily  endorse  the  ward  nominations  of  the  Work- 
ingmen's  and  Greenback  caucuses. 

Saturday,  March  2nd. — The  morning  opens  cool  and  bright, 
witli  thin  clouds  and  a  brisk  south  wind.  The  wind  freshens 
and  the  clouds  thicken  as  the  day  advance.-,  the  thermometer 
standing  at  42°  at  1  p.  M.  There  is  a  flavor  in  the  day  vi-hich 
recalls  old  memories  of  the  sap-bush,  when  the  gusts  of  v;ind 
forced  ones  eyes  full  of  tingling  smoke  and  wiiirled  clouds  of 
ashes  into  the  boiling  sap — when  the  sap-gatherers  looked  ward}- 
for  falling  dead  branches,  as  the  wind  moaned  thi-ough  the  leaf- 
less trees.  Still  it  can  hardly-  be  that  the  maple  sugar  season  is 
upon  us  3-et.  but  it  is  time  to  be  looking  over  the  sap-buckets 
and  the  spiles  and  the  cauldron  kettles— and  hens  shoukl  begin 
to  practice  laying  eggs,  for  no  sap-bush  is  complete  without  its 
store  of  eggs,  and  no  eggs  conijiare  with  those  boiled  in  sap. 
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The  PLCpublican  cit_y  convention  nominates  Orlando  I,ewis!, 
Esq.,  for  major,  and  the  Democratic  city  convention  endorse.? 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  Wallej.  A  ratification  meeting  of  the 
Workingmen  and  G reenbackeri?  is  held  at  the  Opera  House  in 
the  evening,  addressed  mainly  b}-  Attorney-General  Worden, 
and  a  Mr.  Junio,  of  Syracuse. 

Ex-Senator  Benjamin  F.  Wade,  died  at  Jefferson,  Oiiio,  aged 
nearly  78  3'ears. 

The  Turks  today  sign  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  offered  by 
Eus.?iM,  and  the  approval  of  the  other  European  powers  is  now 
only  needed  to  secure  peace. 

SrXDAY,  March  3rd. — -A  warm,  rainy  day,  more  like  April 
than  March.  The  scattered  snovv"  banks  look  tired  and  home- 
sick, and  the  grass  shows  green  on  sunlit  lawns.  The  wind  is 
south,  with  thermometer  at  52". 

The  chief  of  jiolice  reports  t'A  arrests  for  Februar3-,  33  of 
vhich  were  for  intoxication.  For  the  year  ending  with  Febru- 
ary, 804  arro-ts  are  reported,  425  being  for  intoxication. 
Total  number  of  lodger.s  at  the  City  Hall  hotel,  1,314,  which 
would  indicate  something  over  500  tramji.^. 

MoxDAV,  March  4th. — The  bleak  winds  of  March  blow  from 
the  jiorth,  this  morning,  and  a  light  coating  of  snow,  which  fell 
during  the  night,  is  being  reinforced  by  scattering  fl.-ikes. 
Thermometer  25°.  A  session  of  the  county  court,  Judge  S. 
fJdwin  Day  presiding,  commenced  todaj'.  The  Common  Council 
meets  in  the  evening,  and  receives  several  reports  which  are 
duly  referred,  unJ  adjourns  to  Friduy  evenin<^. 

TrESDAV,  March  5fh. — A  bright  day,  mostlv  cloudless,  with 
wind  in  the  s- 'Uthwe.-t,  and  thermometer  at  42°.  The  charter 
cleeti'.)n  jin.-ses  o;T  (piietly.  re=uiting  in  the  election  of  Mr.  A. 
T.  Wailey,  the  Greenback-Workingmen'sDomocratic,  candi- 
date for  mayor,  by  214  majority.  Four  Republican  and  three 
opposition  suj.iorvisors  were  elected,  giving  the  Eepublicans  21 
of  the  30  members  of  the  Board. 
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I 

Tlic  iii'iHt  thuroii;^lily  hnjipy  innn  c>\cr  the  result  of  election,  ■  i 

whom  1  liru'C  met,  is  my  friend,   Attorney-General    Worden.  [ 

■  lie  is  not  jubilant,  but  solidly  and  quietly  happy.  U\s  hands 
are  thrust  deep  into  his  ]iockets  as  if  to  hold  himself  together 
from  the  i)re.^.=;urc  of  inward  joy,  and  his  mouth  wears  a  one-  '* 

sided  smile,  half  concealing,  half  disclosing  the  expoctaiion  of  ? 

a  compliment  to  bis  efliciency  in  securing  so  glorious  a  result.  j 

The  Board  of  Education  holds  a  regular  monthly  session  in  the  ' 

evening. 

Wednesday,  March  6t!i. — The  morning  is  dim  with  clouds, 
thinning  as  tlie  da^'  advances,  and  a  lazy  sunshine  characterizes 
the   afternoon,  with    indications   of   rain.     Wind,   due   south.  \ 

Thermometer  57°  ; 

The  first  blue-bird  of  the  season,  _■ 

"  shifts  his  lijjht  load  of  song  i 

From  pOit  to  post  along  tliu  chu^rlcis  fence,"  ; 

today.     I  fear  he  may  have  come  too  early,  but  he  knows  best.  j 

How  refreshing  bis  smooth,  clear  notes  after  the  long  endured,  5 

senseless  clatter  and  chat  and  chatter  of  the  bickering  sparrows,  | 
which  have  wintered  with  us.     I  hear  of  robins  today,  but  have 

seen  nor.e.  i 

The  mayor  elect  is  serenaded  in  the  evening,  the  honor  of 

making    the   introductory'   and    congratulatory   speech    being  I 

assigned   to  Attorney-General  Worden,  to   which  the    mayor  j 

elect  felicitousl}'  responded.  j 

The  sale  of  the  old  Armory,  which  was  to  have  been  made  ' 

today  is  indefinitely  }>oslponed  on  account  of  an  informality  in  i 

the  advertisement.     Thurlow  B.  Wasson  of  this  cit}',  committed  i 

suicide  at  O.-^v.'Cgo,  b\'  taking  morjihitie.     His  age  was  30  years.  _  • 

Tjiursday.  March  7th. — There  is  no  gain-saying  the  pres- 
ence of  the  robin,  the  bluebird  and  the  song-sparrow  this  morn- 
ing.    Tlie  day  is  one  of  sunshine,  shadow  and  shov,-ers,  the  wind 

being  southwest  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  with  thermometer  at  j 

57".     The  wind  changed  by  way  of  the  west  to  the  north  in  j 

the  afternoon.     The  Crst  thunder  shower  of  the  season  occurred  ^ 
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about  2  p.   M.,  a  very  modest  shower,  \vh\d\  limited  itself  to 
a  single  rumble  of  distant  thunder. 

I  notice  spinach  and  "  pie-plant  "  in  market  today,  said  to  be 
the  product  of  Skaneateles  market  gardens. 

Friday,  March  Sth.— A  sharp  white  frost  during  the  night, 
dispels  the  clouds,  and  the  day  is  as  clear  and  genial,  as  a  day 
in  June.  The  wind  is  west,  and  the  thermomeler  for  the  third 
successive  day  stands  at  57". 

The  honey  bees  sj)ort  in  the  sun  today,  after  their  winter's 
imprisonment  in  their  cells.  The  Common  Council  holds  an 
adjourned  se.-sion  in  the  evening,  but  transacts  little  busine^-s 
that  is  made  public. 

Saturday,  March  9th.— A  cloudless  day,  with  warm  south- 
east wind,  and  thermometer  at  6.5°.  There  is  a  marked  activitv 
among  the  birds  today,  as  if  important  business  were  pending. 
The  robins  look  askance  at  old  nests  and  peer  into  the  crotches 
of  limbs,  the  blue-birds  flit  about  dead  linibs,  if  perchance  an 
opening  therein  may  be  found  for  a  nest,  the  sparrows  chatter 
and  sc^ueal  and  quarrel  and  hasten  to  appropriate  all  the  desirable 
sites  for  nest-building,  and  everything  indicates  an  early  spring. 
The  first  telephone  is  put  in  practical  operation  in  our  city 
today.  It  connects  the  Southern  Central  depot  with  the  resi- 
dence of  Supt.  James  G.  Knapp,  and  with  the  residences  of 
other  officials  of  the  road. 

Sunday,  March  lOih. — People  look  suspiciously  upon  and 
speak  doubtingly  of  this  wcutlier,  as  if  it  were  out  of  season. 
It  is  not  uiicoiiimoii  to  hoar  the  remark,  "  We'll  have  to  pay 
for  it,  by  ami  by."  While,  in  the  main,  I  thinl:  Horace 
Greeley's  admonition  to  ke<'p  out  of  debt  is  souml,  1  feel  that 
it  is  a  good  investment  to  take  this  weather  on  trust,  with  tlie 
chance  of  the  pay  for  it  being  demanded  in  April.  Tiie  season 
has  been  remarkably  perple.\ing  to  weather  prophets.  I  am 
told  that  there  is  not  the  least  frost  in  the  ground,  and  those 
who  pride  themselves  upon  eaily  vegetables,  have  their  gardens 
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well  under  way.     The  Owasco  lake  has  not  been  entire!}'  frozen  } 

over  during  the  winter.     Ice  has  been  scarce  and  large  quanti-  5 

ties  have  been  brought  by  rail,  from  little  Sodus  Ba}-.     The  day  I 

is  clear,  with  slight  haze.     Thermometer  70".     "Wind  south  in  4 

"the  forenoon,  veering  to  northeast  in  the  afternoon,  with  clouds  : 

and  iod'cations  of  rain.  | 

Monday,  March  llih. — The  wind  is  apparently  reluctantly  I 

northeast  during  the  forenoon,  veering  to  the  east,  witli  a  slight  i 

rain  about  noon.     Thermometer  57°.     The  outgoing  Common  ■ 

Council  held  their  l-i.-t  meeting  iu  the  forenoon,  and  bade  adieu  ': 

to  their  calling.     The  finance  committee,  ■with  a  parting  salute,  i 

report,  ''  the  city  entirely  free  from  debt."     This  would  be  cheer-  ] 

ing,  were  it  not  for  some  ''outstandings"  in  the  detai'.s  of  the  -i 

report,  whicli  cast  a  shadow  upon  the  picture.     Some  of  our  older  '■ 

inhabitants  will  also  recall  certain  railroad  bonds,  but  these,  I  } 

believe,  are  secured  by  stock.     There  is  also  the  claim  of  William  ' 

Barry  for  killing  a  mad  dog,  which  is  still  unliquidated  so  far  as  I 
have  observed  the  proceedings  of  the  board.     Still,  it  will  sound  '   • 

well  to  our  neighbors  to  hear  that  we  are  out  of  debt.     The  ; 

new  mayor  took  his  seat  at  12  >i.,  when  the  new  board  organ-  j 

ized  and  adjourned    till    evening.     The  evening   session  was  ) 

mainly  devoted   to  lltting   up  the   running   gear  of   the  city  ■ 

machinery.     Mr.  Lewis  Paddock  was  elected  street  superintend-  ' 

ent;  Mr.  James  Lyon,  city  attorney  ;  LonnyHurd,  janitor;  and  1 

some  other  miuor  positions  were  filled,  and  the  standing  com-  ! 

mittees  of  the  board  announced.  : 

In  view  of  the  imperceptible  progress  made  bj-  the  citizen's  j 

conrrnittee,  on  the  ivvision  of  the  charter,  the  board  appointed 
a  committee  of  its  own.  for  that  purpoie. 

Tuesday,  March  12t.h. — The  morning  opens  with  a  south- 
east wind,  and  just  rain  enough  to  make  one  indillerent  as  to  '  j 
the  use  of  an  umbrella.     Thermometer  50„.     I   notice  i-eport 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  severest  snow-storm,  known  tor  years, 
in  the  extreme  west,  commencing  on  "i'ljursday  last,  and  con 
tinuing  three  days.     The  Pacific  Railroad  is  completely  block 
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aded  at  Cheyenne,  and  several  lives  are  reported  lost.  Lake 
Ontario  is  reported  to  be  open  for  navigation,  wliich  h  a  month 
or  more  earlier  than  last  year. 

A  local  paper  notes  the  croaking  of  frogs  as  having  already 
been  heard,  and  the  blo.s.=oming  of  maples,  as  indicating  spring. 
I  notice  the  maple  trees  in  bloom,  but  I  distrust  the  frog  part 
of  the  report,  for  two  reasons:  first,  llie  conditions  are  not 
right  for  the  Cuming  of  tlie  frog;  and  second,  the  early  frogs 
do  not  croak-,  they  /J«y».  Possibly,  the  reporter  might  have 
heard  a  frog's  trill,  which  bad  been  preserved  by  a  phono- 
graph, or  it  nuiy  have  come  from  a  canned  frog. 

Outside  events  have  not  been  of  a  startling  nature,  during  the 
month.  Congress,  having  disposed  of  the  silver  bill,  has  been 
considering  the  tarifl  question,  and  other  matters  of  local  and 
minor  importance.  The  State  Legislature  has  been  considering 
the  excise  question,  and  the  re-apportionment  bill.  The  war  in 
the  east,  has  not  materially  changed  its  outward  aspect,  except 
that  the  belligerent  spirit  of  England  has  somewhat  subsided,  and 
Austria  seems  now  disposed  to  be  fractious.  The  indications, 
however,  favor  a  settlement  of  difTicnlties  without  further  resort 
to  arms.  Business  continues  dull,  and  the  prospects  are  not 
especially  cheering.     Gold  has  declined  to  101  during  the  month. 

General  Grant  has  once  more  got  v,-ithin  range  of  the  reporter, 
having  arrived  at  Constantinople  on  the  day  the  peace  articles 
were  signed.  After  a  short  stay  he  was  transported  to  Greece 
on  three  Ironclads,  where  he  was  cordially  received  by  the  king, 
who  gave  a  ball  in  his  honor.  He  is  expected  to  return  to  this 
country,  and  take  up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  fall. 

Another  disastrous  tidal  wave  is  reported  on  the  western 
coast  of  South  Amcric;u  And  here,  my  dear  doctor,  is  another 
breathing  place  in  the  tiresome  journey  which  we  are  making 
together,  marking  th.e  end  of  the  eleventh  month  of  our  com- 
panionship. Very  trulv  yours, 

"   "  B.  B.  SNOW, 
Historiographer. 
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AuBUR.v,  X.  Y.,  March  IS,  1878. 
iL/  n-nr  Doctor  S<:lilin,Uinu  : 

A  TQCov]  of  current  events,  increase.-^  in  value,  in  llie  direct 
ratio  of  its  anti(juity.  It  would  be  diflieiilt  to  estimate  tlie 
worth  of  such  a  record  for  the  period,  for  instance,  when  the 
Pyramids  wei-e  huilding.  Imagine  a  few  entries :  "  M  aich  18, — 
"  Anno  Mundi  4G,  King  Cheops  I  beheads  the  supervising 
"architect  of  the  Sphinx,  because  the  left  ear  is  longer  than  a 
"rigid  taste  warrant.-^.  March  21.- — The  new  arcliitect  com- 
"  rnenees  chiseling  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Sphinx's  mouth. 
"March  24. — King  Cheops  I  demonetize.'!  the  coin  of  the  realm, 
"and  the  laborers  on  the  great  P3-ramid  strike  for  an  increase 
"of  wages."  Such  items  would  have  an  interest  for  the  most 
indift'eient.  So,  in  estimating  the  wealth  of  posteritv,  it  is  no 
more  than  just  to  take  into  account  the  jirobable  value  of  this 
record  six  thousand  years  hence. 

As  T  enter  upon  the  month  which  closes  the  year  of  our 
intercourse,  I  am  surjjrised  that  I  have  continued  the  record  so 
long.  It  seems  but  yesterda\-  ti;at  it  was  Ijegun.  Ijut  many 
yesterdays  have  intei'vened  and  each  has  borne  its  fruitage  of 
events,  more  or  less  impoi  lant,  si:>me  of  whicli  I  have  inii-erfeetlv 
noted  foj-  your  reading.  I  have  lately  been  looking  o\-er  a  lot 
of  old  diaries,  which  have  been  my  companions  in  years  gone 
by,  ami  was  surprised  at  the  meagrenes.^  of  items  1 1'lnd  in  them. 
For  the  first  few  days  of  each  year,  jiciliaps  an  entr}-  ajipears 
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eaeli  day  ;  tben  blanks,  with  an  uceasional  entiy  of  a  "  payment  to 
Bridget  for  service.^  tt)  date,"  or  the  meniorandum  of  a  loan  of 
a  few  dollai-s,  more  or  less,  to  this  or  that  friend,  and  so  the 
record  dwindles  away  to  nothingness.  I  doubt  not  that  the 
record  of  mc-^t  men,  so  far  as  embodied  by  t])eni.=elves,  most 
fully  appears  in  tlieir  cash  bonks.  I  |)resume  there  are  few 
people  who  have  not  attempted  a  diary,  but  I  question  if  any 
one  has  continued  it  faithfnlly  any  considerable  time,  and 
i-emaiiied  sane.  I'erhaps  Pejiys  was  an  exception.  Here,  then, 
is  an  opportLiiilt}-  for  a  championship,  ''The  champion  diarist!" 
1  am  not  ambitious,  however,  to  compete  for  the  belt. 

A  steadv  rain  from  tlie  south  ushers  in  the  day.  The  state 
election  in  New  Hampshire  yesterday,  resulted  in  the  electicm 
of  a  Bepublican  uoveinor  and  legislature,  by  diminished  major- 
ities from  last  vear. 

The  IIistorie.ll  Society  was,  last  evening,  favored  with  a  very 
full  and  complete  paper  on  art  and  artists  in  Cajmga  County, 
prepared  and  read  by  Col.  T.  J.  Kennedy. 

The  day  has  been  dark  and  raiin',  the  wind  veering  from 
south  to  west,  and  the  thermometer  at  43°.  The  mayor  an- 
nounces his  new  police  force,  displacing  all  the  old  luembers. 
Mr.  Charles.  E.  Cootes  is  m;ide  chief  of  the  new  force. 

I'UL'RsiiAV,  March  1-ilh. — A  dui-lc,  dull  day,  with  occasional 
I'ain  and  sleet.     A\'iiid  north,  aiid  tliermoinetei-  at-lU'. 

The  new  polii-r  forre,  in  tlair  I'lesh  unil'oiins  and  burnished 
shields,  attract  no  httle  attention  on  tliestrcfts  today.  Irreverent 
bovs  call  awelcs<l\"  at  them  across  the  street,  and  familiar  friends 
greet  and  survev  tlii-m  fi'oni  head  to  foot  with  feignei.l  delight. 
1  think  no  ma'i  feels  ijuile  at  ca.s'  when  lie  first  ajipears  on  the 
street  in  a  suit  of  new  clotlic-;,  and  usually  seeks  companionship 
with  some  one  going  liis  way,  to  i.>bseure  his  individualitv-  So 
I  notice  that  the  new  guardians  of  the  peace,  seem  more  at  ease 
when  chatting  with  a  friend,  than  when  pacing  their  beat  in  soli- 
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tary  slateliucss.     This  feeling  will  wear  away  howevt-r,  as  the  ; 

honor  gradually  adapts  itself  to  their  angularities.  ^ 

A  concert  was  given  at  the  Opera  House  in  the  evening,  exhibit  i 

ing  the  telephone  and  phonograph,  which  was  a  success,  except  \ 

as  to  the  number  of  the  audience.     The  simplicity  of  the  phon-  > -: 

ograph  ai.d  the  niarvell.;)us  effects  produced  b}'  it.  excited  much  ] 

wonder  aiid  admiration.  I 

Friday,  March  15th. — The  weatlier  has  recovered  from  its  ill 

humor  and  the  day  is  bright,  with  northwest  wind,  and  ther-  "  < 

mometer  at  44".     The  old  feud  between  tlie  bl'ie-biids  and  spar-  • 

rows,  for  the  possession  of  the  hollow  liu:!b  of  the  a])ple  tree,  is  i 
renewed  today. 

The  county  court  adjourns,  after  a  two  weeks'  session.  ' 

Sati:riiav,  March  16th. — Warmer,  with  south    wind,  and   a  ! 

cloudle^■s  sky.     Thermometer  55°.     General  Tom  Thumb,  and  j 

party,  delighted  the  juvenile  portion  of  our  community  by  an 
afternoon  and  evening  exhibition  of  their  diminutiveness,  at  the 
Academ}- of  Music.  Hic  re-appearance  of  the  General  in  public, 
at  this  juncture,  would  indicate  a  shrinkage  in  his  tinaacial 
bureau.  .._ 

Sunday,  March  17th. — A  southeast  wind,  cloud_v,  and  !5light 
rain,  with  thermometer  at  40°,  the  wind  veering  by  way  of  the 
east  to  the  north,  at  evening.  I  fancy  that  we  do  not  get  so 
cold  an  aii-  from  the  north,  when  the  wind  goes  around  the  back  ' 

way,  that  is  by  way  of  the  east  from  the  south,  as  wheu  it  goes 
by  way  of  the  west 

Today  is  St  Patrick's  dny.  The  saint  died  (or  w;;s  born,  I 
forget  which).  13S3  years  ago  today.  The  usual  solemnities  of 
the  occasion  are  not  observed  today  in  our  city,  on  account  of 
its  being  Sunday. 

!*Io>"D.A.V,  March  ISth. — The  morning  opens  cloudy,  with  wind 
iu  the  north,  but  clears  towards  noon,  and  a  cloudless  afternoon 
succeeds.  .  Thermometer   43'.     The   spring    luxury    of    maple  j 
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sugar  can  now  be  indulged  in  to  the  extent  of  a  pound  for  four- 
teen cents.     I  first  notice  the  yellow  crocus  in  bloom  today. 

The  new  Conunou  Council  meets  in  the  evening  and  audits 
bills,  adopts  resolutions  and  modifies  the  membership  of  hose 
companies,  with  the  facility  of  veteiaus.  Tlic  citizens'  com- 
mittee on  the  revision  of  the  charter  is  \oted  a  clerk,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  city  ultorney.  The  city  attorney  is  also  deputed 
to  go  to  Albany  and  deliver  to  our  reju'esentatives  certain 
amendments  to  the  chartci-,  v,-]iii;h  seem  to  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  council.  This  woald  indii-ale  that  the  amendnieiits  ai-e 
too  weighty  and  important  to  be  trusted  to  the  mail.  It  is  a 
wise  precaution  against  the  possibility  of  our  representatives' 
consigning  the  amendnaeats  to  the  waBk-  basket,  as  trade  circu- 
lars, or  patent  medicine  advertisement.s. 

TutSDAV,  March  19th. — A  dull,  dark  day,  with  occasional 
rain  from  the  northwest  Thermometer  38".  The  49111  regi- 
ment cstabli.-h  a  ritie  rarjge  in  the  new  Armory,  for  practice 
at  a  distance  of  110  ft  The  bulls  eye  is  graduated  to  the  dis- 
tance, and  a  modified  or  diluted  ammunition  (probably  the  air 
gun)  is  to  be  Uscd. 

The  first  hand-orgaii  of  the  season,  thrills  the  air  with  melody 
on  the  streets  today. 

Tiie  Historical  Society  holds  an  adjourned  animal  meeting 
in  ilie  evening,  and  elects  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
old  officers  were  unanimously  reelected,  as  a  rewanl  for  their 
efficiency  during  the  past  year. 

AYeuxesdav,  March  20th. — A  clear,  cool  morning,  with  brisk 
northwest  wind.  Thermometer  39",  an  advance  of  9°  since 
morning.  The  corps  of  mound-builders,  who  annually  in  the 
spiingtime  gather  the  winter's  collection  of  debris  in  our  streets 
into  comely  heaps,  commence  their  labors  today.  It  is  wonder- 
ful, what  an  interest  these  .sober-visaged  men  evince  in  horses. 
Ceasing  from  their  labor,  they  will  lean   upon  their  hoes,  and 


156  REConn  of  cuhkent  events  for  .march.  ^ 

wallah   the  aniinal.s  pass  and  repass  with  untiring  interest,  and  ; 

the  slower  the  horse  moves  tlie  more  absorbed  is  tlieir  coutem-  1 

platioiL     I   attribute  it  to    the    sympathy  of    labor,     ^\'hcn   a  I 

squad  of  these  mound-builders  has  tired  of  wateliing  horses  in  4 

one  plaee,  it   changes  its   base,    making   a  unit^ue  proces.sion.  i 

Then  the  j)ipe,s  are  lighted,  a  glance  is  given  towanls  the  sun,  to  i 

judge  the  time,  the  hoes  are  thrown  over  the  shoulders,  and  the  "■ 

line  moves  in  double  file,  the  distant  rear  being  brouglit  up  by  ; 

tlic  man  with  a  tui'ned  foot  or  a  crooked  knee,  in  consideration  ; 

of  whom  no  undue  haste  is  permitted.  Besides,  these  men  are 
veterans,  and  know  that  rapid  marching  is  exhausting,  and  the  ' 

mud  will  stay  till  the)' get  there,  and  the  time  goes  on  the  same, 
whether  marching,  hoeing,  or  admiring  horses.  ■  ■ 

IJow  shrilly  and  detiantly  the  robins  pipe  their  cold  weather  « 

notes  against  the  north  wind  !  One  need  not  go  out  of  doors  to 
feel  tliat  it  is  cold,  he  can  hear  the  cold  in  the  changed  and 
hurried  utterances  of  the  shivering  birds. 

TiiUK.SDAV,  March  21st. — A  sliarp  fi'oeze,  last  night,  is  .suc- 
ceeded b}'  a  bright  morning,  which  is  somewhat  obscured  by 
stray  clouds  during  the  morning,  scattering  towards  evening. 
Thermometer  Si".     Tlie  northwest  wind  seems  a  little  ashamed  . 

of  its  wandering,  and  is  3'ielding  slightly  to  the  allurements  of  a 
warmer  quarter.  From  fifteen  to  twenty  tramps  have  nightly 
sought  lodgings  at  the  tramps'  (juarters,  in  the  City  Hall,  for  the 
past  few  niglits,  indiculing  a  revival  of  business  in  tliis  element 
of  community.  It  v.'ould  be  interesting  to  study  tlie  habits  of 
this  species  of  hun"'.anity,  to  deteriiune  whelliei',  as  would  seem 
to  be  the  case,  like  migratory  birds,  tliey  have  their  seasons  of 
CDmiiig  and  going,  and  v.'hence  and  whither  und  wherefor 
whether  likeswallov.'-'  they  disap])far,  no  one  knows  v.'hither,  for  . 
a  se,a.son,  or  whether  like  tlie  bear  und  the  woodehuck,  they 
hibernate  upon  the  fatness  accumulated  during  the  milder  j)oi'- 
tion  of  the  vear. 
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J'hiday,  AFni-li  •22iicl. — Tim  wind  crept  back  to  the  west 
nii'lor  tiic  covfr  of  !ii<^  iiiclit.  :ui(l  the  morning  opens  cloudy  and 
slightly  warmer.  Tliermoineter  -iO".  Clear  in  the  afternoon. 
A  citizen's  meeting,  to  consider  the  revision  of  the  cit}-  charter. 
is  held  in  the  evening.  It  was  feared  that  the  sub-committee  of 
five,  appointed  by  tlic  committee  of  twenty-two,  was  not  pro- 
gressing rapidly  eni>ugii,  and  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  a  new 
committee  of  three.  Some  of  our  most  experienced  speakers 
took  part  in  the  di,--cn.-:sion,  but  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee of  five  was  finally  ap])roved. 

SATrp.DAV,  ^[arl.■ll  2ord. — The  sky  i.s  overcast  and  a  brisk, 
southwest  wind  jjrcvail.s,  with  a  moist  feeling  in  the  air  as  of 
ajiproaching    rain.     Tliermometer  58".     Rain   in    tlie   evening. 

The  great  international  walking  match  for  the  cliampionship 
of  the  world,  elo.-cd  at  London,  t(^day.  The  test  was  to  walk 
the  greatest  number  of  miles  in  six  consecutive  days,  the  jirize 
being  £500,  and  the  champion's  Vielt.  O'Leary,  tlie  American 
representative,  .secured  the  prize,  walking  520  miles  in  the 
allotted  time,  and  ending  up  with  one  sound  leg.  His  nearest 
competitor  was  Vaughn,  the  Englishman,  who  aecompli.shed  500 
miles.  The  interest  in  the  conti-st  overshadowed  the  eastern 
■war  question  in  London,  for  a  time, — as  higli  as  10,000  sjiectator.s 
at  times  witnessir.g  the  contest.  The  name  of  the  American 
champion  sounds  as  of  imported  stock,  and  1  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  liiu/  claimed  a.s  a  native  of  CiU'k,  or  Kilkenny^,  or 
Tippei'ary.  This  kind  of  contest  is  an  inijirovement  upon  the 
pri"e-fight  of  a  few  years  ago,  still  I  think  the  honor  about  equal 
to  that  of  a  champion  gum-chewcr.  In  fact,  I  liavcn't  much 
faith  in  clianq'inns  as  benefactors.  I  know  of  no  other  tluit  we 
conhl  send  to  t'iic  Old  WorM  at  piesent.  unle.-s  it  be  the  ehani- 
jiion  sausage-nia'ccr  of  rennsylvania,  wdio  hiis  made  the  largest 
sausage  ever  manuiactured :  or  the  champion  orator  of  Saii  Fran- 
cisco, who  lately  spoke  twenty-four   consecutive   hours  on  a 
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wa^rcr,  drinking  meantime    four  gallons  of   whiskey  and   then 
collapsiug.  whether  from  exhaustion  or  whiskey,  did  not  appear. 
The  stcainboat  Magenta  burst  her  boiler,  near  Sing  Sing,  this 
morning,  killing  live  persons  and  scalding  many  others. 

SL■^'nAY,  March  21st.- — The  ground  is  white  with  snow  this 
morning,  and  a  fitful  northwest  wind  prevails,  and  at  intervals 
during  the  day  sudden  snow-squalls  remind  us  that  it  is  still 
March.  It  is  a  day  of  triumph  for  those  who  have  been  predict- 
ing that  "  we  should  catch  it."  Thermometer  SV.  The  storm  is 
wide-spread  ;  the  cable  reporting  a  severe  snow-storm  in  England, 
and  the  ki.^s  of  the  naval  training-ship  Eurydice  near  the  Isle  of 
AVight,  wit'n  upwards  of  three  hundred  cadets. 

Monday,  March  25th. — The  salutation,  ""What  do  yo\i  think 
of  this  weather  ?"  is  frequent  and  appropriate  this  morning. 
The  mercury  marked  10"  at  7  A.  M.,  (this  statement  is  made 
upon  information  and  belief)  but  had  risen  to  23"  at  1  r.  si. 
The  wind  is  a  litile  north  of  west,  and  brisk,  as  becomes  a  self- 
respecting  ]\[arch  wind,  with  occasional  snow-squalls.  If  the 
snow  would  stay  where  it  fell,  I  think  it  would  show  a  depth 
of  about  tv.'o  inches,  but  it  Mows  away  to  leave  bare  spot.s  for 
birds  to  get  their  diimers. 

The  pajier  read  before  the  Historical  Society,  at  its  last  meet- 
ing, calls  fortii  several  letters,  published  today,  adding  to  the 
list  of  Cayuga  County  artists.  Only  one  disclaims  the  honor 
of  beirig  so  cla.ssilied.  Having  exhausted  the  sublimities  of  art, 
tired  of  th'^  associaton  wirli  jiresidentsaml  tlin  magnates  of  our 
land,  satiated  with  sporting  on  the  jirairies  with  princes,  and 
of  scaling  mountain  peaks  with  live  (biker,  li:i\-ing  spiked  the 
continent  of  Xorth  America  to  the  Kocky  Mountains,  and  utterly 
disgusted  witn  the  triekeiy  of  politics,  he  retii'es  to  wear  liis 
laurels  in  tiie  quiet  and  agreeable  management  of  an  Insurance 
Companv.  Cayuga  County  may  be  humiliated  for  aspiring  to 
an  honor   she  mitrht  not   risrhtfullv  claim,  but  she  cannot    lie 
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deprived  of  the  solace  of  ri'lmiralion,  nor  debarred  from  the  hope 
that  the  company  may  be  spared  an  investigation. 

A  disastrous  trre  in  Philadelphia  destroys  some  $800,000 
worth  of  property  ;  and  one  in  New  York  some  $600,000  worth. 

Tuesday,  ^[;ach  26th.— Once  more  March  smiles  under  a 
westerly  wind,  and  a  clear  sky.  The  thermometer  registered  40" 
at  1  p.  M.,  with  scattered  clouds,  which  rally  as  the  day. 
advances. 

The  Common  Council  holds  a  siiecial  session  in  the  evening, 
and  orders  the  publication  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
city  charter. 

As  I  susj'ectcd.  the  j.apcrs  announce  that  O'Leary,  the  cham- 
pion walker,  is  a  native  of  Cork,  but  is  a  naturalized  resident 
of  Chicago.  The  O'Leary's  of  Chicago  would  seem  to  have 
sprung  fronr  noble  ancestry-.  It  was  the  cow  of  an  O'Leary 
which  kicked  over  the  lamp  that  started  the  great  Chicago  lire. 

WEn.vESOAY,  March  27th. — The  sky  is  overcast,  the  sun 
shedding  a  dull  red  light  through  the  clouds,  at  times  with  an 
effect  not  UTilike  Indian  summer.  The  wind  is  south,  and  the 
thermometer  at  HR'.      K;nn  in  the  afternoon,  and  very  dark. 

A  M^vs.  Seeley  of  Owascodicd  this  morning,  from  the  cflcets 
of  burns,  from  the  explosion  of  a  kerosene  lamp  last  evening. 
The  state  senate  acquit  ^[l■.  Smyth,  superintendent  of  the  insur- 
ance department. (if  the  charges  ag'ainst  him. by  a  vote  of  IP  to  12. 

TiU'RSMAV,  March  2Sth. — The  morning  opens  with  a  dense 
fog  which  continues  tlirouirhout  the  day.  The  wind  is  north- 
west and  tlio  m>^r<Miry  stands  at  41.'". 

rKiDAV.  Maivh  2;»th. — The  fog  liftt  1  during  the  night,  and 
the  day  i.^  cUnidle.>.-,  with  a  brisk,  cool,  north  wind,  and  the 
thermometer  at  42".  A  sharp  frost  at  night  demonstrates  the 
impropriety  of  planting  cucumhiers  too  early  in  the  season. 
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Saturday,  Man-h  3<'iih. — Tbo,  morninp;  oi»^ns  t-lcar  and  bright, 
with  wind  in  the  east.     Therraornetcr  oo\     Thin  clouds  obscure 

the  sun  m  the  afternoon.     'Six:  Z.  L.  ^\'ebb  fur  many  years  rcsi-  " ,  i 

dent  of  this  city,  died  loday,  in  the  Tord  year  of  his  age.  >  | 

I  should  feel  that  iny  record  was  far  from  perfect,  if  I  failed  '  '  i 
to  note  an  imjiortant  industry  whicli  has  been  established  in  our                       '        a 

city  during  the  past  eigliteen  months.     The  way-farer   liy  day  S 

or  night,  or  the  wakeful  slumberer  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post-  ■  | 

ofliee,  may  hear  at  any  hour  of  the  night,  or  in  the  lull  of  the  1 

street  rumlilo  b}'  day,  at  unccrtali!  intervals,  a  clanging  noise,  | 

which  has  piqued  the  curiosity  of  many  a  passer-b}'  as  to  its  S 

origin.     At  length  people  learned  that  it  came  from  the  Button  .  | 

Factor//.     Some  eighteen  month.s  ago,  Mr.  John  II.  Woodruff  '  ^ 

commenced  tlic  manufacture  of  buttons  by  a  process  peculiarly  ;  i 

his  own,  in  the  building  formerly-  occupied  as  a   Paper  Bag  | 

Manufactory  in   the  rear  of  the  postofllce,  and  has  continued  it  .  I 

to  the  {>resent  time  with  marked  succes.^.  ,  | 

Through  the  courtesy  of  a  gentleman  interested  in  the  busi-  1 1 

ness,  and  also  in  the  Historical  Society,  I  have  been  permitted  !  f 

tjie  rare  privilege  of  visiting  the  institution  and  of  giving  a  brief  '  I 

notice  of  it,  that  you  may  know  how  our  people  arc  supplied  !  I 

with  buttons  at  the  present  day.     Of  cour.se  I  should  not  feel  >  | 
at  liberty  to  give  the  details  of  mixing  the  ingredients,  for  you                     '      ^  J 

must  know  that  the  material  of  which  tlie  buttons  ai'e  made  is  .   1 

a  composition — the   exact  pnjportions  of  gypsum  and   naptha  ■   I 

and  wnuhoo  it  takes  to  make  a  batch  of  French  buttons — for  j 
this  wQuld  enalilf  anyone  to  engage  in  the  manufactuie.  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Woodruil:  is  talking  a  great  many  tliousand 
tons  of  gypsum  from  the  Spring] xnt  beds  annually,  but  I  pre- 
sume it  is  not  all  manufactured  into  button.s.  Suliice  it  to  sav 
that  the  comjiositiou  is  ])repared  in  sliccts.  of  the  thickness 
rerpiired  for  the  biittoii.  'J''lie  mouMs  are  sunk  intij  steel  plates 
of  suitable  styles,  the  number  of  buttons  to  each  ]'late  varying 
witli  the  size  of  the  button.     The  composition,  heated  sufllciently 
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to  render  it  pliable,  is  placed  iu  tlia  uiould,  which  is  then  sub- 
jected to  strong  pressure,  and  to  a  cooling  process  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  about  two  minutes  a  cake  of  bright  buttons  is 
produced,  with  eyes  all  pierced ;  it  may  be  black,  blue,  green, 
gray,  striped  or  speckled,  according  as  the  style  dcmaiads  and 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  material  used.  I  understand  that  the  dun- 
colored  button  is  more  expensive  than  the  more  pronounced 
hues.  I  may  say  here,  that  in  loosening  the  buttons  from  the 
moulds,  the  mould  is  dropped  upon  an  iron  plate  and  causes  the 
clanging  noise  which  I  have  mentioned.  From  the  moulder 
the  buttons  go  to  the  picker  or  sorter,  who  breaks  off  the 
excrescences,  thence  to  the  finisher  who  files  the  edge  of  each 
button  smooth,  as  it  revolves  rapidly  upon  a  spindle,  thence  to 
the  card  room,  where  the  nimble  fingers  of  some  fifty  or  sixty 
women  stitch  the  buttons  to  cards,  which  are  then  packed  in 
boxes  for  shipment  I  may  add  here  that  door  knobs  and  fur- 
niture knobs  arc  niso  quite  extensively  manufactured  by  a  simi- 
lar process,  but  do  not  have  to  be  carded.  The  entire  product 
of  the  manufactory  is  shipped  to  a  distant  mnrkcL 

Buttons,  being  an  article  of  dress,  must  of  course  have  the 
prestige  of  foreign  birth.  An  American  made  button  might  be 
tolerated  by  the  barefoot  schoolboy,  to  tether  his  nether  garment 
to  his  single  suspender,  but  to  the  average  citizen  the  button  of 
European  origin  is  preferable.  Its  use  elevates  one  into  the 
atmosphere  of  liis  travelled  friends,  who  are  wearing  the  same 
styles  of  buttons  purchased  in  Paris  or  Berlin.  It  would  be  a 
pardonable  artifice,  therefore,  if  Mr.  Woodruff  should  label  his 
manufactures.  '"Boutons  Francaisc,  Kue  de  Terrill,"  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort,  especially  as  few  of  us  feel  able  to  ]:uirchase 
imported  buttons  for  every  day  use. 

The  establishment  keeps  some  180  enijiluyes  busy,  nearly  all 
doing  "piece  work,"  the  ligliler  work  being  done  by  women, 
and  distributes  to  them  nioutlily,  from  $2,500  to  §3.000.  In 
the  moulding'  deiiartmeni  a   double  set  of  hands  is  eainloved. 
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one  for  ila_v,  and  the  other  for  night  work,  the  moulds  being  kept 
busy  from  12  o'clock  Mor.day  morning  to  12  o'clock  Saturday 
night.  From  900  to  1,000  gross  of  buttons  arc  turned  out  daily. 
This  seems  an  enormous  production,  and  ^[r.  Woodrull  is 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  ministering  so  largely  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  our  people  for  so  indispensable  an  article.  But  a  slight 
computation  will  reveal  the  fact  that  were  it  not  for  other  agen- 
cies, there  would  be  an  absolute  button  famine  in  our  countrj'. 
Nine  huu'.lred  gro.'^s  per  day  is  about  40,000,000  buttons  per 
vear,  or  le.=,=  than  a  single  button  for  each  man,  woman  and  child 
in  our  laiid  !  However  startling  the  situation  may  at  tirst  glance 
appear,  there  are  compensating  views  of  it.  Many  people  go 
abroad  to  purchase  their  buttons  :  then  in  the  warm  season  people 
do  not  need  so  many  buttons,  and  manufacturers  can  bank  up 
against  their  orders,  ^foreover.  there,  is  in  almost  ever}-  household, 
which  has  not  been  lately  burned  out,  a  button  reserve,  of  from  a 
quart  to  a  half  bu.shel  of  odd  buttons,  carefully  preserxci  in 
collar  bo.xe.-=  and  old  stockings,  which  can  be  resorted  to  in  case 
of  emergency. 

Government  however  should  limit,  with  strict  ])enalties,  the 
number  of  styles  of  buttons  manufactured.  It  is  rare  that  you 
will  tind  tv,-o  buttons  which  are  mates  in  the  reserve  which  I 
have  mentioned.  The  prudent  house-wife  empties  a  quart  nf 
them  into  her  lap,  and  fumbles  them  over  and  dives  down  into 
them  and  sifts  them  between  her  fingers,  to  find  the  iriate  to 
the  lost  one  from  your  garment.  If  found,  generally  the  eye  is 
gone,  and  another  quart  has  to  undergo  the  same  process,  and 
usually  a  button  of  about  the  same  diameter  and  of  a  gcncrally 
sirnilar  personal  appearance,  is  substituted  with  the  remark, 
"  that  peojile  will  not  stop  you  on  the  street  to  see  if  ycnir 
buttons  are  mates. "  All  tin's  inconvenience  might  be  obviated 
by  judicious  legislation. 

If  it  were  permitted  mo,  I  should  be  pleased  t<_i  present  .some 
nioral  reflections  u]ion  the  utter  inetTicicncy  and  uselessness  of  a 
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button  v.'itliout  :tn  eye.  Almost  eveiTtlilng  else  which  has  an 
eye,  is  of  some  use,  even  though  the  eye  be  destroyed.  The  e3-e 
of  the  wind  is  not  essential  to  it;  the  eye  of  the  potato  may  be 
removed,  to  the  absolute  improvement  of  the  esculent ;  the  eye 
of  a  needle  may  be  gone,  and  still  the  needle  may  do  good  sub- 
stitute service  in  an  emergency,  in  place  of  a  pin,  or  be  useful  to 
pick  slivers  out  of  the  chikh-en's  fingers,  bat  a  button  without  an 
eye — wJiat  shall  be  said  of  it  ?  You  can't  play  checkers  with 
it,  for  you  can  never  get  a  dozen  of  a  kind  ;  the  only  use  I  can 
conceive  for  it,  is  a  kind  of  half  pay  duty  on  the.  retired  list,  as 
the  fox  in.  a  game  of  fox  and  geese.  I  see  that  I  am  wander- 
ing, however.  I  aimed  to  give  a  brief  account  of  an  industry, 
wliich  is  adding  much  to  the  prosperity  of  our  city,  and  having 
partially  effected  my  purpose,  I  leave  the  rest  to  your  imagi- 
nation or  rescarclj. 

SrXDAY,  March  SLst. — The  wind  is  south  and  the  sun  par- 
tially obscured  by  clouds.  Thermometer  Sn".  The  house  of 
Lawrence  McCarth}-,  on  Park  street,  takes  fire  from  a  defective 
chimney  early  in  the  morning  and  is  burned.  'j''he  children 
and  the  cook-stuve  were  rescued  from  the  flames,  as  was  also 
the  cow  which  gave  the  alarm,  but  the  house  was  wholly  con- 
sumed. The  water  in  the  outlet  is  drawn  down  today  for  the 
convenience  of  laying  the  foundation  to  the  new  buildin"  on 
the  v,-est  side  of  State  street  bridge.  The  day,  from  the  condi- 
tion of  the  atmosiihere.  has  been  peculiarly  fruitful  of  headache, 
not  tlie  conventional  kind  v.'ith  which  one  staj's  at  home,  but 
the  legitimate  ache  which  one  takes  to  church  with  him.  The 
average  of  the  thermometer,  for  the  month,  has  been  •i.:>.3°,  the 
highest  being  7U'  on  the  10th,  and  the  lowest  23"  on  the  2.")ih. 

MoNDAV,  Ajirii  l.-t. — AA'ind  west,  and  slightly  cloudy.  Ther- 
mometer 52'  at  1  }'.  M..  with  wind  veering  to  the  north. 

About  1,400  workmen  in  the  shops  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  are  discharged  today,  in  pursuance  of  arrangements  to 
reduce  the  nnmber  of  employes  on  the  road. 
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'J'he  sti't-ets  are  crowded  with  rural  visitors,  brought  hitlier  to 
arrange  their  first  of  April  balances.  The  harpist  is  on  thestreet 
today,  with  clarionet  and  violin  accompaniment,  the  first  of  the 
season.  The  Common  Council  meets  in  the  evening  and  dis- 
cViarges  the  usual  routine  of  business,  commences  borrowing 
money  to  pay  the  police,  and  refers  the  contract  with  the  Gas 
Light  Compan}',  to  the  committee  on  lamps,  for  completion. 
The  notorious  Madame  Restell,  of  New  York,  nearly  severed 
her  head  from  her  shoulders  with  a  carving  knife  at  her  home, 
this  morning.     It  killcil  her. 

TuKSD.vv,  April  2nd. — A  bright  clear  day,  with  northwesterly 
wind,  and  thermometer  at  56". 

The  Board  of  Education  hold  their  regular  monthl}'  session 
in  the  evening,  and  order  the  roof  of  the  Bradford  street  pri- 
mary school  building  to  be  raised,  .so  as  to  make  the  I'uilding 
fwo  stories  high. 

The  Board  of  Excise  meet  in  tlic  evening,  and  reduijc  the 
price  of  licenses ;  a  hotel  license  being  reduced  from  $125  to 
,■575.  This  is  a  conccs.-.iou  to  the  general  tendency  to  a  decline 
in  values.  Now  let  us  h-ive  the  Moffat  Bell  Punch  lu  register 
the  drinks  for  econornieal,  financial  and  scientific  purpose.-^. 
It  would  lie  more  interesting  in  a  historieal  record,  than  a  daily 
note  of  the  weather,  to  rc(.ord  the  number  of  drinks.  Today  for 
instance,  our  drinking  public  being  in  a  social  mood,  the  regis- 
ter shows  5,000  drink's ;  tomorrow  a  reaction,  and  the  number 
is  largely  diminished.  On  llic  fourth  of  July  the  patriotism  of 
our  community  could  be  nicely  gauged,  if  the  register  were  of 
sufficient  capacil-y.  Il  would  add  greatly  to  our  stock  of  sanitary 
statistics,  if  the  drinks  recommended  by  physicians  could  lie 
separately'  registered.  But  one  difliculty  occurs  to  me,  and  that 
is,  in  registering  the  drinks  from  beer  kegs  and  bottles  in 
private  cellars :  but  this  could  be  obviated  by  attaching  a  punch 
to  each  man's  mouth,  wdticli  I  should  favor,  as  it  would  indicate 
the  exact  state  of  sobriety  of  every  citizen  at  any  hour  of  the  day. 
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Jabez  Gould  died  today,  aged  68  years.  Mr.  Gould  was  the 
pioneer  in  introducing  dray.s  for  carting  in  Auburn,  and  al.-^o 
public  hacks,  although  the  lir.st  public  conveyance  for  hire,  wa-; 
a  one-honse  cab  introduced  by  David  Foot  Sylvester  'i'owu 
of  Catowas  accidentally  drowned  in  Cros.s  Lake  today.  He 
was  married  the  evening  previous. 

Wedxesjj.vy,  April  3rd.— The  wind  liolds  steadily  in  the 
quadrant  fi-oni  west  to  north,  with  a  clear  sky  and  cool,  dry 
air.  Thermometer  58".  T  fii^.t  notice  the  purple  finch  today, 
with  his  war  ]ia:nt  of  rasiiberry  stain,  but  T  hear  of  hi.s  coming 
some  days  since.  T  notice  that  the  robins  seem  to  delight  most 
in  singing  in  llie  evening  after  the  sjiarrows  have  gone  to  bed, 
and  m  the  morning  before  they  get  up,  which  shows  the  good 
taste  of  the  robins.  The  first  strawberries  of  tlie  .season  are 
rejiorted  in  market  today.  J  do  not  notice  the  robins  about  my 
own  vines  yet. 

TarRSD.w.  April  4th. —  The  morning  openj  cloudles.s,  witli 
northeast  wind.  Tliin  clouds  at  noon,  with  thermometer  at  60° 
The  first  shad  of  tlie  season  is  reported  today,  probabl}-  inter- 
cepted  by  tlie  Connecticut  fisherman,  on  his  w.ay  ujj  to  Holy- 
ol;e  dam. 

The  papers  report  two  hundred  ajiplieanls  already  acce])teJ 
for  Stewart's  Women's  Hotel,  in  New  Vork,  wliicli  was  opened 
to  the  jniblie  Tuesday  evening,  and  ^■isited  by  from  30,000  to 
■10,0110  peopli'.  In  the  de-erijition  of  the  kitchen  1  notice  the 
mention  of  a  gi  i.hlle.  which  bakes  si.xteei)  square  feet  of  buck- 
wheat cakes  at  once,  from  which  I  infer  that  tliis  delicacy  is  to 
be  served  by  land  or  square  measure,  the  guest  ordering  a 
quai-ter  <.)r  half  an  acre  of  jiaucakes,  according  to  her  appetite. 

Fkika^-,  April  .')th. — I'hc  wind  has  returned  to  the  northwest, 
is  somewhat  brisk  and  cool,  with  an  overcast  sky,  clearing  towards 
noon,  with  thermometer  at  51".  The  streets  are  as  dusty  as 
in  midsummer. 
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A  serious  rnilroad  accident  occurs  at  Slatington,  near  Mauch 
Chunk  on  the  Leliigh  Valley  Railroad,  caused  by  an  oil  train 
colliding  with  a  freight  train,  setting  fire  to  the  oil  train  which 
was  burned,  and  a  dozen  or  more  persons  perished  in  the  flames. 

One  of  tlie  Steuben  county  poor-house  buildings  was  burned 
at  night,  and  tliirteen  of  the  inmates  were  burned  to  deatli. 

Satcrday,  April  6th. — The  we^t  wind  of  the  mnraing  grad- 
uall}'  veers  to  the  north,  the  sky  is  thickly  clouded  over, 
thermometer  oO".  A  light  rain  sets  in,  in  the  late  afternoon, 
which  continues  during  the  night. 

The  city  treasurer  is  reported  to  have  received  $1,.500,  all  in 
monc}',  the  proceeds  of  a  loan  hy  the  city  to  pay  the  police. 
It  is  a  rare  extravagance  that  the  police  should  be  paid  so  mucli, 
so  soon  after  tlie  cit}-  is  reported  out  of  debt 

Sunday,  April  7th. — These  cool,  north  winds  are  repressing 
the  ardor  of  the  youthful  spring,  and  vegetation  comes  on  slowly. 
The  day  is  cloudy  and  cool,  with  thermometer  at  41°. 

A  singular  accident  occurred  to  a  funeral  procession  in  the 
Fort  Hill  cemetery  today,  caused  by  one  of  the  cai-riages  being 
upset  and  severelv  bruising  its  inmates. 

MoXD.VY,  April  Sth.— The  early  morning  was  cleai-,  this  I 
stand  ready  to  verity.  Fleeting  clouds  soon  arose,  but  the 
warmth  of  the  sun  dispelled  them,  and  the  day  has  been  bright, 
with  nortliwest  wind,  and  thermometer  at  54". 

An  equity  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  commenced  its  session 
at  the  Court  House,  Justice  Dwight  presiding. 

I  notice  the  account  of  the  launching  of  the  new  steamship 
'•  City  of  Pera,"  of  the  New  York  and  Bi'azil  line,  at  Chester,  Pa., 
on  Saturday  la.?t.  Fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninetv- 
nine  people  and  the  President  witnessed  the  launching. 

Tuesday,  April  9th.— The  wind  went  around  by  the  east  to 
the  south  during  the  nieht,  and  this  morniriij  a  brisk  southeast 
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v,-uul  prevail^,  slamiiiing  door.s  and  window-blinds,  and  rattliin^- 
windows  and  evincing  a  general  disposition  to  be  frisk  v.  The 
sky  is  cloudy,  and  rain  seems  imminent.  Tliermometer  oS". 
A  liglit  rain  set  in  about  four  o'eloek. 

The  Cayuga  Presbytery  commenced  its  ses^^ion  todav,  at  tlie 
Crdvary  Chureli,  in  tliis  city. 

The  annual  processions  of  spring  calves  have  commenced,  and 
today  occasional  delegates  might  be  seen  on  the  streets,  headed 
for  the  dej)ot  for  credentials  and  a  pass  to  New  York.  1  notice 
the  presence  of  the  currant  tly  for  the  lust  today,  and  lirst  hear 
the  peeping  of  frogs  in  the  evening. 

Charles  Pardee,  a  prominent,  banker,  commiiled  suicide  at  his 
home  in  Skaneatcles  today  by  cutting  his  throat.  He  was 
upwardb  of  eighty  years  of  age,  and  was  well  irnown  and  highly 
esteemed  in  this  communit\-. 

Of  the  general  events  of  tlie  mouth,  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant has  been  the  diplomacy  concerning  the  eastern  war.  The 
peace  articles  between  Eu.ssia  and  Turkey  have  licen  ma.le  pub- 
lic, and  are  eminently  unsatisfactory  to  England,  nor  are  tliev 
to  the  liking  of  Austria  and  Eoutnania.  (lermany  keeps  aloof 
from  the  eohtrover.sy,  and  J-'rance  remains  passive  under  ilic 
wounds  from  licr  late  war,  and  is  influenced  by  a  desire  to  make 
the  Pans  E.x:]jositiou  of  tl:e  coming  summer  a  success,  such  as 
could  not  be  expected  with  a  general  European  war. 

Li.ird  Dci-by,  the  English  minister  of  'var,  has  resigned  ou 
account  of  his  disagreem-ni  with  the  crown  as  to  its  policy  in 
the  Russian  complication,  lie  is  succeeded  by  the  Marquis  of 
Salisbury.  Russia  has  failed  to  pacify  Austria  and  is  iliouglu 
to  be  seeking  an  alliance  with  Turkey.  The  peace  congiebs 
M-ems  to  have  been  aband.uied,  and  boih  England  and  Russia 
are  prej^arin-  for  war  wlneh  seems  to  threaten,  but  mav  be 
averted.  Fighting  between  the  Turks  and  the  iusuigejits  m 
Thessaly  has  continued  with  varying  fortune. 

A  startling  event  in  Ireland,  the  shooting  of  a  lauded  propii- 
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etor  aud  hi:-,  two  coiapaiiions  by  unknown  aisassin.s,  recalls  the 
old  troubles  which  liave  alllictc'l  the  En^erald  Isle. 

General  Grant  has  gone  to  Korae  and  has  been  presented  to 
the  new  Pope,  lie  is  to  spend  some  weeks  there  with  his 
daughter  ^frs.  Sartoris.  1  suppose  be  will  run  down  to  ZSTaples 
occasionally,  and  sit  ujjon  the  dock  and  placidly  smoke,  while 
Vesuvius  gets  up  a  special  eruption  iu  his  honor. 

Little  has  been  heard  from  the  young  king  of  Spain,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  has  settled  down  to  housekeep- 
ing with  his  new  wife. 

The  Parisians  arc  actively'  preparing  for  the  a].)proaching 
exposition.  Congress  has  discussed  without  result,  the  Halifax 
award,  by  v.diich  England  gets  $5,000,000  for  about  $i,000,000 
worth  of  li.sh  which  our  lisherrnen  have  taken  from  Canadian 
waters.  The  house  has  made  little  progress  in  legislation,  but 
has  dismissed  its  doorkee])er  for  malfeasance  in  oflice,  and 
elected  a  nev,'  one  in  the  jicrsonof  an  Ex-Confederate  Brigadier- 
General,  over  General  Shields  of  ^Mexican  fame. 

Tlie  state  legislature  has  done  considerable  discussion,  but  it 
is  not  its  pj'actice  to  legislate  much  till  near  the  close  of  the 
session.  'J'he  new  silver  dollar  lias  l)een  jnit  in  circulation,  and 
gold  last  Satunlay  toadied  as  low  as  ^  of  one  per  cent,  premium. 

Tlie  state  of  Iowa,  some^two  weeks  since,  re-instated  the  death 
pienalty  for  capital  crimes,  having  tried  a  liglitir  penalty  for 
man}'  ycar.s.  Only  four  ati'ocious  murdei-s  have  as  ^-et  been 
committed  in  the  state  since  the  derith  penalty  was  revived. 

Sevei'al  of  the  colleges  of  the  country,  notably  Princeton  and 
Dartmouth,  ha%e  been  much  disturbed  bv  the  practice  of 
'•  hazing"  among  the  sladonts,  which  in  one  instance  wa-' 
attended  with  disastrous  i-esults.  The  month  has  been  remark- 
able for  the  numljcr  of  failures  of  business  houses  throughout 
the  country. 

In  the  scientific  world,  elaborate  jn'cjiaratlons  are  being  made 
for  observations  of  the  transit  of  mercury  on  the  6ih  of  May, 
and  the  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  the  2yth  of  July.     A  jiarty 
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of  German  scientists  Ii:i\e  already  arrived  in  this  country  f<'>r 
that  purjio.se. 

Ill  onr  own  comnitinity  quiet  has  prevailed,  and  a  kijid  of  sub- 
dued pro^perit}'  has  kept  tlie  people  hopeful  of  the  good  time 
corning.  I  notice  the  important  business  change  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  partnei-ship  between  Mr.  Sutton  the  druggi.->t,  and 
Doctor  Perry  AVilliarns,  which  liad  continued  for  tiie  ])ast  thirteen 
3"ears.  This  is  not  the  result  of  any  misunderstanding  but  sim- 
ply a  business  convenience. 

I  hear  good  reports  of  the  crop  prospects.  I  slionld  have 
been  gratilied  to  embody  here  some  predictions  of  Mr.  Pcrngo, 
as  to  the  probable  destruction  of  the  wheat  crop  bv  the  Hessian 
fly,  but  time  and  si>aoe  will  not  permit. 

And  here,  my  dear  di:i'nor,'ends  my  record  for  the  month  and 
fi:>r  ihc  ycav,  the  parting  of  the  ways.  If  at  times  I  have  been 
prosy  and  uninteresting.  1  trust  that  Mrs.  Schliemann  has  come 
to  the  rescue  and  cased  the  burden.  Almost  daily  an  aged 
friend  intercepts  me  on  the  street,  and  seizing  rnv  reluctant 
hand,  imjuires  as  to  my  health  and  the  health  of  my  family, 
and  then  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  each  indiviibial  mem- 
ber thereof,  and  still  clinging  to  me  like  a  marmot,  or  as  with 
the  tentacles  of  a  cuttlefish,  regales  rne  with  reminiscences  of 
yesterday's  w<;atiier.  ol  iservations  as  to  today's  weather,  slender 
prophecies  as  to  the  probable  weather  for  tomorrow,  and  other 
commonplaces  aijout  kindred  topics,  which  have  long  ceased 
to  interest  me,  until  I  tear  myself  from  him  and  go  my  wav. 
I  bear  the  infliction  patiently,  for  I  know  that  the  day  is  not  dis- 
tant, when  the  footsteps  of  the  old  patriarch  will  no  longci'  vary 
their  course  to  intercept  m^  passing. 

Pi'ofiting  by  my  own  experience,  my  deal  doctor,  I  cease  the 
threadbare  story  of  the  birds,  the  winds,  the  clouds,  the  temper- 
ature, and  release  your  hand  with  a  llnal  good-bye. 
Very  trulv  yours, 

'  B.  B.  SNOW, 

Hisiorio'jrajjfitr. 
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AuBURK,  N.  Y.,  February  11,  1879. 

So  many  eveiUs  liave  occurred,  my  dear  doctor,  since  the 
close  of  my  record  on  the  9th  of  April  hast,  that,  while  di.sclaim- 
ing  any  intention  of  recanting  my  expressed  deterininati(;M 
never  again  to  take  history  at  long  range,  I  so  far  waive  nu' 
scrnples,  in  my  desire  to  keep  you  advised  of  the  events  of 
the  age,  that  I  avail  my.self  of  the  prerogative,  unquestioned 
in  the  correspondence  of  the  fail'  sex,  of  adding  a  postscript  to 
my  letter. 

Looking  hack  ovcj-  the  months,  I  can,  at  this  distance,  of 
course,  scarce  be  expected  to  do  more  than  jHiint  out  the  ghtter- 
ing  peaks  of  events,  which  are  still  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the 
declining  sun  of  the  year,  and  perhaps  trace  some  of  the  shad- 
ows which  are  more  sharply  lined  in  the  landscape. 

History  is  spasmodic  in  its  nature,  or  perhap.;  I  might  say, 
epidemic,  prevailing  with  greater  seveiity,  under  dillerent  types, 
at  different  times:  (v.-hence  tlie  erroneous  iuijiressiou  that  his- 
tory repeats  itself)  or  belter  still  that  it  is  voleauic,  having 
seasons  of  coii'iparative  rest  and  periods  of  active  eruption. 
So  far  as  our  ov.-n  community  is  eoncerued.  1  nui\-  eliaracterize 
the  past  few  months  as  a  i-ccuperative  j>fi-iol,  u.ii  remarkable 
for  startling  or  important  events,  but  still  not  di-vuid  of  agencies 
that  may  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  future. 

By  way  of  putting  myself  at  ease,  I  will  begin  with  the 
weather,  v.-hich  was  my  never-failing  resource  during  the  period 
of  my  regular  correspondence.     As  I  remember  it,  the  weather 
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h:i3  been  soiae.vliat  fickle,  deligbtiiii^  in  sudden  conlrn.sts  and 
startling  effects,  and  the  season  has  been  wanting  in  those  long 
readies  of  [iloasant  and  enjoyable  weather  which  chai-acterized 
the  previous  year.  The  spring  develo])ed  somewhat  reluctantly, 
evolving  her  treasures  after  the  following  order :  Frogs  and  the 
currant  fly  appeared  for  the  first  on  the  9th  of  April :  on  the 
15th,  the  canal  opened  :  on  the  19th,  chimney  swallows  appeared, 
and  on  the  '2Uth,  barn  swallows,  with  the  first  spring  thunder 
shower.  (Jii  the  -i^th,  wrens  and  martins,  and  on  the  3d  of 
Ma}'  tardily  came  the  oriole,  for  whoni  the  cherry  blossoms 
had  been  waiting  some  days.  I  need  not  say  that  the  English 
spaiTOw  li;;d  been  hero  all  this  time.  1  notice  a  disposition 
v.'ith  them  latterly,  to  gather  in  large  ilock.s.  If  this  indicated 
a  purpose  on  their  ])art  to  emigrate,  rather  than  an  increase  in 
number,  I  s'lonld  eoi'dially  encourage  it.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
llie  tirst  cueumber  of  local  production  greeted  the  epicure. 
On  the  9t]i.  hoise-chestiiUls  were  in  bloom,  and  on  the  lUth, 
the  May  snow-storm  came.  On  the  11th,  was  the  first  of  six 
consecutive  nights  of  frost,  disastrous  to  even  hardy  vegetation, 
as  the  budding  leaves  of  the  button  ball  were  nipped  and  failed 
of  renewal  until  late  in  the  season.  The  summer  brought, 
June  27tii,  the  first  lightning  bugs;  July  7th,  locusts,  and  25th, 
crickets.  The  first  autumn  frost  came  September  22d,  and  the 
lirst  snow-storm  October  ISth.  Sandwiched  in  between  these 
dates  were  cold  and  hot  waves  in  close  proximity,  the  high- 
est temperature  which  I  noted  being  96",  July  17th.  On 
liie  2d  of  July,  I  noticed  an  apple  tree  in  bloom,  doubtless  one 
which  had  just  recovered  from  its  disgust  at  the  May  frosts. 
Ou  the  9th  of  August,  a  terrllic  tornado  swept  over  the  village 
of  Wallingfoi'd,  Ct.,  ueniohsiiing  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
village  and  ih-stroviiig  many  lives.  On  the  13th  of  September, 
a  cyclone  swept  (jver  Ivielimoud,  Va,,  and  vicinity,  which  was 
very  destmr-tive  in  its  course.  On  the  23rd  of  October,  a  vio- 
lent gale  swept  along   the  coast,  particularly  severe  in  PiiilaJel- 
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phia,  where  several  ohui-eli  steeples  were  blown  down.  On  the 
same  day,  a  frost  citinc  to  the  relief  of  the  j'ellow- fever  stricken 
cities  of  the  south.  On  the  11th  of  December  unusually  pro- 
fuse rains  fell  throughout  the  country,  causing  severe  freshets 

bv  whicli  much  damage  was  done  in  many  localiiie.-;.  J 

"...  M 

I  am  not  inclincil  to  attribute  these  vagaries  in  the  weather  l 

to  the  weather  indicator  which  was  erected  on  Mayoj-  Wallev's  i 

store  ou  the  11th  of  October,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  not  ' 

studied  its  workings  sufficiently  to  determine  its  efi'ect  upon  • 

the  weatl'.cr,  or  the  eiYeet  of  the  weatljer  uj>on  it.  When  the 
afl'uble  projector  of  this  interna!  improvement,  accorded  me 
the  privilege  of  conli'ibating  to  the  expense  of  its  ei'cction,  1 
ventured  to  suggest  that  if  the  indicator  would  ]ioint  south 
instead  of  northeast  when  the  vane  indicated  a  south  wind,  it  j 

would  be  more  intelligible  to  the  untutored  native,  and  dispel  '^ 

the  impression  that  the  house  was  divided  against  itself.  1  am 
not  quite  clear  that  he  assured  me  that  this  discrepancy  was  due 
to  the  variation  of  the  compass,  but  I  know  that  he  impressed 
me  that  it  was  a  matter  of  minor  importance.  1  have  since 
noticed,  that,  by  watching  the  vane  and  the  indicator  and  hold- 
ing up  a  moistened  finger,  I  can  determine  preitv  aci-ni-atel}'  the 
direction  of  the  wind. 

During  the    harvest  season   the  v.'catber  was    v.diat  farmers  ' 

would  call  "kitchi/,''  but  had  its  lucid  intervals  during  which 
the  watchful  hu.sbandman  secured  his  cro})3  without  material  ^ 

damngc.  Thesea.son  has  been  unusually  i)roductive,  tlie  potato 
crop  being  the  light  crop,  v.-liile  the  yield  of  I'ruiis,  especially 
apples,  was  unusually  huge.  On  Thursday,  the  2nd  d;iy  of  Jan- 
uary, a  snow-storm  accompanied  with  fierce  wind  commenced 
and  continued  with  unabated  vigor  for  three  days,  resnhin.g  in 
the  most  complete  bio -kiide  of  the  railroads  in  the  noithero  and  ■    : 

western  part  of  the  state,  known  in  the  hi.rtorv  of  laiiroad.s 
The  we.'i.ther  has  continued  snug  and  unfiiendly,  until  as  1 
write  today  a  copious  rain  is  falling,  turbid  pools  of  water  col- 
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lect  in  the  streets  from  the  streams  running  in  sewers  worn  by 
the  sleighs,  the  snow-drifts  slowly  settle  beneath  the  persuasion 
of  the  raindrof)?,  and  the  Januaiy  thaw  has  a  February  birth- 
day. "  I  do  not  think  the  genial  visitor  will  remain  long  with 
us. 

In  athletic  sports  our  coiamunity  has  not  been  without  intcr- 
e.'^t.  A  base-ball  club  was  organized  early  in  the  season,  and 
having  pla\-ed  games  enough  to  demonstrate  its  facility  for 
being  vanquished,  it  vanished  into  thin  air  on  the  8th  of 
May.  It  was  subserjuently  reduced  to  material  form  in  Albany, 
where  it  completed  the  season  without  distinguished  success. 
In  aquatic  sports  the  interest  was  more  enduring.  Having  in 
our  near  neighborhood  a  quasi  champion  who  was  regarded  as 
adequate  to  atomize  the  pretensions  of  any  competitor  v.'ho  might 
try  his  blade,  we  felt  secure  that  unlimited  glory  was  in  store 
for  us.  So  we  watched  the  course  of  aquatic  events  with 
unusual  interest.  Some  of  the  more  prominent  were  the  fol- 
lowing: On  the  Loth  of  May,  Ilanlon  and  Plaisted  rowed  a 
two-mile  single  scull  race  at  Toronto,  in  whicli  llanloii  was  suc- 
cessful ;  May  29th,  a  three  days'  regatta  at  Watkins  commenced. 
June  19th,  the  champion  tested  the  powers  of  Deinpsey  at 
Geneva,  and  effected  a  draw  by  his  shell  tipping  over.  June 
20th,  Ilanlon  wins  alive-mile  race  against  Jilorris,  at  Pittsburg. 
July  4th,  the  champion  wins  his  SOth  race  in  a  five-mile  contest, 
with  Dcmjjsey.  at  Skaneateles.  July  5th,  the  Columbias  and 
Showacamcttes  rov.  in  tlie  great  international  r;icc  at  Uenlcy, 
England,  the  Columbias  winning  the  visitor's  cup  and  some 
renown  ;  theShowacamettes  winning  some  notoriety,  but  falling 
just  short  of  the  crown  of  glory.  July  17th,  the  Cornell  Fresli- 
iiieii  v;on  an  eigiit-o;i]-ed  race  against  the  llarvard  Freshman,  at 
Ensenore.  Julv  81st,  Hanlon  wins  a  five-mile  championship 
race  against  Koss,  at  Riverside,  New  Brunswick.  August  loth, 
the  champion  excite']  the  suspicion  of  some  of  his  more  mod- 
erate  friends,  by  his  questionable   illness   in   a  race   at   Silver 
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Lake,  Mass.  August  21th,  Riley  wins  against  Kenned}',  in  a 
two-mile  race,  at  Ensenorc.  On  the  SrJ  of  October,  the  long- 
lookerl-for  contest  took  place  at  Toronto,  between  the  champion 
and  Hanlon,  in  a  five-mile  race,  which  was  won  by  the  latter. 
Thus  vanished  our  visions  of  the  champion  oarsman.  Charges 
were  freely  preferred  and  strenuously  denied  that  the  race  wa.'' 
sold.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  result  of  the  fcason's  experience 
lias  been  to  place  boating  on  a  plane  with  horse-racing  in  pub- 
lic estimation.  The  season  fitly  closed  with  a  champion  scull 
race  on  the  big  dam  on  the  12th  of  October. 

The  histoi-y  of  pedestriauism  for  the  season  has  been  remarka- 
ble. It  may  properly  be  classed  under  the  head  of  epidemic 
history.  Since  the  great  national  victory  of  the  Irisb-Ameri 
can  O'Leary  in  London,  of  which  I  wrote,  innumerable  aspirants 
for  pedestrian  fame  and  emoluments  have  developed  all  over  the 
country— proaiincnt  among  them,  the  Irish-American  Hughes, 
tlie  French- American  Campana,  the  English-American  Madam 
Anderson,  the  Dutch- American  VonBlumen,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  uncompromizcd  American  Tubbs.  The  six  days"  walk 
between  O'Leary  and  Campana  in  New  York,  in  the  latter  part 
of  December,  netted  some  $12,000  to  the  Cliampion  O'Leary, 
and  tlie  feat  of  Madam  Anderson  in  Brooklyn,  yielded  her 
some  $8,000.  She  accomplished  2,700  quarter  miles  in  2,700 
consecutive  quarter  hours.  Had  there  been  another  quarter 
mile  to  accomplish,  the  money  would  doubtless  liave  gone  to 
her  heirs. 

The  evening  of  the  1-lth  of  January,  1S7;>.  was  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  Aul)urii.  The  city  abounded  in  aitractVms. 
Buffalo  Bill  was  charming  the  boys  at  the  Aea  leniy  of  Music. 
The  Young  Ladies'  Art  Loan  Exhibition  was  in  piogiess  in  the 
rooms  over  the  Cayuga  County  Bank.  The  Historical  Society 
was  in  session.  Buffalo  Bill  was  in  the  act  of  securing  the  wig 
scalps  of  some  half  dozen  or  more  manufactured  Indians,  which 
he  had  disiiatclicd  at  a  single  discharsire  of  his  trusty  ride,  loaded 
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with  Vjlank  cartridge  :  a  bashful  young  man,  at  the  supper  table 
of  the  Loan  Exhibition,  was  blushingly  striving  to  adjust  some 
two  inches  and  a  half  of  corned  beef,  which  dangled  from  his 
rnoutli  from  the  inmost  recess  of  a  domestic  sandwich,  when 
suddenly,  at  8  o'clock,  10  minutes  and  13  seconds,  the  air 
resounded  with  the  report  of  a  cannon. 

The  president  of  the  Historical  SiX'ieiy,  who  was  iu  the  midst 
of  a  vivid  description  of  the  massacre  at  Wyoming,  in  a  sketch 
of  tlie  life,  trials  and  privations  of  Captain  PiU,=;3el  Franklin, 
the  lir,st  pioneer  of  Ca_vuga  County,  paused,  involuntarily  smiled 
a  recognition  of  the  avjuounccnicnt,  and  proceeded  gravely  with 
the  presentation  of  tlie  narrative. 

This  strange  and  unusual  interruptii.ui  of  the  evening's  quiet, 
was  the  signal  for  the  commencement  of  the  pedestrian  contest 
at  the  Opera  House,  between  Madamoiselle  Elsie  VonBlunien,  a 
fair,  professional  pcdestriennc  from  Rochester,  and  Eegiriald 
Heber  Tubbs,  an  amateur  walker  of  this  city,  wlio  were  to 
accomplish,  the  fortner  100  miles  and  the  latter  125  miles,  in 
27  con.secutive  hours,  Tlic  contest  had  been  duly  lici aided 
through  the  daily  ]ircss.  Madamoiselle's  walking  shoes  had 
been  prominently  exhibited  in  the  show  window  of  one  of  our 
central  stores.  It  was  to  be  for  the  championship,  territory 
unlimited,  under  the  ausijices  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Coun- 
cil ;  the  proceeds,  after  paying  expenses,  to  be  devoted  to 
eleemosynary  purposes.  Mayor  Walley  presided,  introduced 
the  contestants,  who  shook  hands  in  token  of  amity,  and  the 
trial  was  conrnicnced,  continued  and  completed  to  tlie  eminent 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  excejtt  possibly  the  eleemosynary 
institutions,  which  weie  to  be  the  recipients  of  the  proceeds  ; 
tlic  entire  receii)ts,  being  a  little  over  $38-i,  of  wliich,  after  p.ay- 
iiig  expenses,  .'^2  I'eiuainod  for  distribution  among  chariiablc 
institution,';.  'J'lie  fair  "and  plucky  pedestrienne,"  nominally 
completed  her  100  miles  in  the  speeitied  time,  but  Mr.  Tubbs 
miscalculated  liis  stride,  and  fell  short  of  the  prescribed  task 
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20  miles.  It  has  since  been  asserted,  that  a  measurement  of 
the  track  shows  tlic  26  laps  to  be  some  10  rods  short  of  a  mile, 
and  it  has  leaked  out  that  the  scorer,  in  the  early  morning,  when 
the  spectators  liad  gone  home  or  to  sleep,  bj  mistake  or  from 
drowsiness  scored  52  for  the  42nd  mile,  so  that,  allowing  for 
shrinkages  and  miscounts,  the  actual  distance  walked  was  a'bout 
60  rniles.  The  contest  was  supplemented  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  ISth,  by  a  benefit  to  the  participants,  in  which  Mr.  Tubbs 
proved  his  superiority,  but  was  charged  with  ungallanllr  run- 
ning a  portion  of  the  distance,  which  he  indignantly  denies 
and  asserts  that  he  came  down  "  flat-footed  "  at  every  step. 
As  might  have  been  expected,  a  bit  of  romance  was  engendered 
by  the  contest.  The  inamorata  of  :\Ir.  Tubbs  protested  against 
his  walking  with  the  fair  pedestricnne— protested  to  the  e'xtent 
of  temporarily  cancelling  her  vow.  JS.xplanations  followed, 
and  the  renown  which  Mr.  Tubbs  achieved  mollified  the  anger 
of  his  intended,  and  the  ante-bellum  relations  were  happdy 
restored. 

Young  .-Vmerica  has  been  greatly  excited  by  tiiis  contest,  and 
the  domestic  domain  has  been  carefully  measured,  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  "  laps  "  for"a  boy's  mile,  in  many  a  household. 
Contests  are  of  frequent  oecurrcneo,  and  the  sucees.sful  com- 
petitors are  the  recipients  of  tin  whistles,  mouth  organs,  sticks 
of  gum,  etc.,  to  tlieir  intense  delight  and  unquestionable  profit. 
On  the  1st  of  May  last,  an  enthusiast  in  Toronto  com- 
menced the  task  of  walking  40  miles  eadi  day,  until  he  shall 
have  accomplished  a  distance  equal  to  the  eireumferenee  of  the 
globe,  which,  discarding  the  theory  of  bulges  in  the  Earth's 
contour,  is  about  24.877  miles.  (These  figures  are  not  given 
as  the  result  of  my  own  calculation.s.  nor  as  anvthing  new  or 
startling,  but  simply  as  sliowing  the  present  status  of  geograph- 
ical knowledge.)  If  he  shall  complete  the  task  before  the  task 
completes  him,  it  will  require  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
and  he  is  to  receive  $10,000  therefor.     If  he  shall  be  enrcfiilly 
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coached  by  his  attenuant^:,  1  can  conceive  Lim  wabbling  in  on 
the  home  Ptrotcli,  a  meiv  lhi?tIe-down  of  his  former  self,  or 
what  is  more  probable,  his  lirnbs  having  gradually  worn  awav. 
his  arms  having  dropped  oil  from  continual  swinging,  he  will 
come  rolling  into  the  goal  on  the  24,877th  mile,  a^huge  blister, 
v.-hich  his  surviving  friends  can  exhibit  about  the  country  as 
the  rnan  who  walked  around  the  world,  and  was  transformed 
into  a  sphere  in  punishment  therefor,  by  some  envious  deity. 

Of  local  events  of  special  interest,  T  have  noted  but  few  ; 

June  loth.— Thomas  Wilkinson,  of  the  town  of  Locke,  shot 
his  wife  and  then  himself.  This  seems  to  he  the  favorite  diver- 
sion of  unhappy  husbands  in  the  south  pari  of  the  county.  It 
has  the  merit  of  being  conij)aratively  inexi.ensive  to  the  public, 

July  Ifah. — Henry  C.  Hutchinson,  a  well  known  resident  of 
Cayuga  village,  was  shot  by  his  tenant,  J.  K.  Eobinson,  in  self- 
defense,  as  Mr.  Eobinson  successfully  picad  before  a  jury.  Mr. 
Hutchinson  v.-as  45  ^-ears  of  age. 

^  AuGL-.sT  10th.— William  L.  Sheldon,  while  i.ainting  the  exten- 
sion of  the  O.^borne  House,^  fell  from  the  roof  to  the  sidewalk 
below,  receiving  injuries  fn'm  which  he  died,  after  lingering  a 
few  day,=i. 

OcTOlir.R  12th.— Policeman  Josej.li  Kobei-  was  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  a  wagon  behind  a  runaway  team,  on  his"  return 
from  a  pulitieal  gathering  at  Port  Byron. 

NovIl:>!i;kk  13th.— Henry  P.  Burt,  a  lireman  on  the  Suutiiern 
Centr.d  P:ii!road,  aged  35,  w:;s  killel  by  being  run  over  bv  his 
cr)giii-.\ 

Xo  onfi.-.grations  of  any  importance  have  (jccurred,  the  nw<i 
destructive  being  that  of  the  store  room  ;.t  the  Pii.son.  on  the 
13th  of  Xi_>vcmber. 

In  business  enteiprises,  1  nute  the  advent  of  the  linn  of 
Messr.s.  A.   W.  Stevens  atul  Co.,  formerly  of  Genoa,  manufao- 
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turors  of  lliresliing  machines.  The  firm  commenced  operations 
in  the  buildings  lately  occupied  by  the  Dodge  and  Stevt- n«on 
Manufacturing  Co.,  tho  1st  of  Orlober,  adding  an  important 
industr}'  to  the  city. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  long  looked  for  opening  of  tlic 
Seymour  Library  took  place,  and  it  now  ranks  as  one  of  the 
estabhshed  institutions  of  the  city. 

Events  in  the  astronomical  world  partake  so  much  of  a  local 
nature,  that  I  may  properly  transcribe  my  notes  here.  On  the 
6th  of  ^fay,  the  transit  Mercury  occurred  promptly',  according 
to  appointment,  anil  witiiout  accident  so  far  as  heard  from.  It 
was  an  event  of  rare  occurrence,  and  of  marked  interest  to 
astronomers,  as  it  was  expected  to  allord  data  from  which  the 
di.stance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth  could  be  more  accurately 
determined.  In  these  da3's  of  pedestrianism,  it  may  become  an 
important  (juestion  whether  the  extreme  distance  is  ninety- 
three  or  ninety-five  millions  of  miles. 

On  the  29th  (jf  July  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  occurred, 
according  to  announcement  People  in  this  locality  were  com- 
pelled to  rely  upon  hearsay  evidence  as  to  the  appearance  of 
the  phenomenon,  as  the  sky  was  obscuicLl  by  clouds  at  the  hour 
of  its  occurrence.  It  was  successfully  observed,  however,  bj'  a 
host  of  astronomers  who  have  since  been  busily  engaged  in 
studying  out,  and  writing  up  the  result  of  their  observations- 
It  was  hoped  that  the  problem  of  an  intramercurial  planet 
would  be  solved  at  this  eclipse,  and  one  or  two  astronomers 
claim  to  have  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  missing  link.  Others, 
however,  who  were  less  fortunate,  intimate  that  those  who  saw 
Vulcan  were  looking  through  the  wrong  kind  of  a  glass.  On 
the  2'Svd  of  January,  the  unusual  co.;ju!iction  of  Jupiter,  Venus, 
and  the  moon,  occurred  shortly  after  sunset,  and  as  usual  in 
thia  latitude,  when  such  exhibitions  are  announced,  the  sky  was 
obscured  by  clouds.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know,  hov.'ever,  that 
the  exhibition  was  curious  rather  than  instructive.     Tiie  [)I;'.iict 
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Saturn  and  several  first-class  stars,  from  a  respectful  distance, 
looked  down  upon  the  tea-party,  which  continued  into  the  "  wee 
snia  "  hours  of  the  morning,  when  it  broke  up  without  any 
indications  of  inebriety  on  the  part  of  the  participants. 

Prof.  Swift,  of  Eochester,  has  been  baiting  his  astronomical 
hook  for  comets,  while  Prof.  Peters,  of  Clinton,  has  been  roamiD^ 
around  between  Mars  and  Jupiter,  in  pursuit  of  new  asteroids, 
of  which  he  has  already  discovered  thirty-two.  Prof.  Peters  is 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  enlarging  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  to  so  great  an  extent,  by  the  discovery  of  asteroids, 
although  thus  far  they  are  of  as  little  value  to  us,  as  Grinnell's 
land  and  our  other  discoveries  in  the  region  of  the  North  Pole. 
Should  the  announcement  be  made,  however,  of  the  discovery 
of  gold  upon  one  of  these  asteroids,  I  presume  some  adventur- 
ous Yankee  would  at  once  project  an  excursion  thither. 

The  march  of  improvement  in  our  city,  although  not  as 
boisterous  as  a  boy's  sleighride,  has  been  steady.  The  accommo- 
datious  of  the  Osborne  House  have  been  largely  increased  by  the 
extension  of  the  south  wing  of  the  building.  The  manufactur- 
ing establishment  of  Messrs.  E.  D.Ciapp  &  Co., has  been  materially 
enlarged.  A  line  brick  block  of  residences  has  been  erected  on 
t^  Underwood  estate,  on  Court  street.  The  German  Protes- 
tant church  on  Seminary  avenue  has  been  inclo.sed.  The  Second 
Presbyterian  church  has  been  renovated  and  materially 
improved  in  external  appearance,  and  late  in  the  season  the 
Woodruff  brothers  erected  a  commodious  building  on  Logan 
street,  for  their  button  factory.  I  confess  to  a  marked  degree 
of  interest  in  this  institution,  not  that  I  anticipate  any  pecu- 
niary benefit  from  it,  but  on  account  of  its  moral  and  intellectual 
influence.  For  instance,  a  liberal  supply  of  shirt  buttons  in 
the  household,  would  repress  the  tendency  to  profanity  among 
bactielors,  while  the  computation  of  the  number  of  rows  of 
buttons,  and  the  number  of  buttons  in  a  row  that  should  be 
placed  upon  a  morning  dress,  is  an  excellent  mental  discipline. 
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The  button  factory  is  my  neighbor  tiow.  I  listen  with  sub- 
dued pleasure  to  the  shrill  soprano  of  its  steam  whistle,  shad- 
ing off  into  a  stentorian  bass :  to  the  clanp;  of  the  button 
moulds,  in  the  stillness  of  the  night :  to  the  labored  breathing 
of  the  engine,  like  the  heaving  to  and  fro  of  a  cross  cut  saw, 
for  I  know  that  each  inspiration  is  the  signal  of  the  birth  of  at 
least  a  dozen  buttons  for  the  relief  of  suflering  lumKinity.  I 
visited  the  institution  a  few  days  since,  and  was  astonisbcd  to 
witness  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  and  variety  of  its  products 
since  my  previous  visit.  I  pickeAl  up  a  comely  horn  button 
and  was  told  that  it  was  made  wholly  from  blood.  I  shuddered 
at  the  sanguinary  nature  of  the  employment,  and  turned  to  the 
room  where  a  score  of  lathes  were  busily  cutting,  turning, 
piercing,  finishing,  and  polishing  pearl  buttons  from  soa-shells, 
and  horn  buttons  from  the  l)oofs  and  horns  of  over-sea  herbiv- 
oriL  Tue  piles  of  curious  scashells  from  Australia  and  the 
South  Sea  Islands,  of  horns  and  hoofs  from  the  strange  animals 
of  southern  Africa,  took  me  to  far  o^'  lands,  of  which  I  had 
read,  but  whose  products  1  liad  rarely  seen. 

I  find  that  my  proximity  to  the  factory,  calls  for  the  exercise 
of  my  calmest  philosophy.  When  the  Monday's  linen  comes 
in  from  tlie  line,  cinder-flecked  and  spotted,  like  the  sa!t-and- 
pepper  trousers  that  filled  the  measure  of  my  boyhood's  pride 
for  dress,  it  disturbs  the  tranquil  flow  of  the  domestic  rou- 
tine. I  reason,  that  private  convenience  must  yield  to  t!ie 
public  weal  :  that  this  slight  annoyance  is  a  kind  of  vicarious 
contribution  that  we  make,  that  universal  humanitv  uia}'  be 
snugly  buttoned  up  from  the  inelctneney  of  onr  Northern 
winters.  I  am  answered,  "wait  till  your  .lunc  ro-cs  come  to 
you,  dew-la'Ien  and  mottled  witli  carbon,  ami  your  jiausics  poke 
up  their  saucy  faces,  smuUed  like  tiiat  of  a  babv,  v.-ho  has 
been  playing  with  the  coal  hod,  and  you  will  sing  a  diilcrent 
tune."     Possibly. 

During  the  months  of    .Vugust  and  Sei'temlier,  the    Water 
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Works  Company  replaced  the  old  cement  main,  from  the  Pump 
IToiise  through  ^[ecllanio,  Grover  and  South  streets  to  Genesee 
street,  witli  a  twelve-inch  iron  main.  The  work  was  done  under 
the  superintendence  o[  the  late  lamented  J.  Lewis  Grant,  and 
is  a  buried  monument  of  his  last  important  labor.  Later  in  the 
season,  smaller  iron  mains  were  extended  through  Genesee 
street  from  William  street  west,  and  through  Clark  street,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Air.  Eldred,  J[r.  Grant's  successor.  I 
do  not  think  the  large  main  is  quite  at  case,  for  it  seems  rest- 
less, as  if  tr3'ing  to  turn  over  in  its  bed  at  night.  I  am  in  some 
doubt  as  ti>  the  nature  of  the  commotion,  which  is  commnnicated 
to  my  C'-l!ar  by  the  service  pipe.  Often  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  a  moderate  double  rap  comes,  whicli,  whether  I  heed  it  bv 
wakingjOr  not,  is  succeeded  by  a  loud  rat-tat-tat.  continued  indefi- 
nitely, with  indescribable  variations,  as  if  the  whole  Vox  family 
were  in  the  cellar,  until  I  get  up  and  set  the  water  to  running. 
When  I  first  heard  the  rapping,  I  involuntarily  exclaimed,  "  Am 
I  a  medium?"  and  set  about  arranging  a  scale  of  prices  for 
seances.  Further  investigation,  and  the  incoherent  answers 
which  I  received  to  my  questions,  led  me  to  suspect  that  the 
rapping  might  arise  from  the  transmission  of  cipher  dispatches. 
This  latter  theory  rather  predominates  with  me  at  present,  for 
although  not  sufficiently  versed  in  telegraphy  to  read  b^' 
sound  rcadilv.  I  fancied  that  I  detected  a  message  to  '"Saddle 
Blackstonc,"  last  nighl.  Of  course  I  shall  sjiare  nii  etTort  to 
secure  the  kev  to  this  strange  correspondence,  but  trust  that  no 
])olit.ical  scandal  will  be  unearthed. 

The  city  authorities  have  been  active  in  repairing  tlie  streets: 
notably,  in  putting  west  Genesee  street  in  excellent  condition, 
just  in  time  to  liave  it  torn  up  by  the  trenches  for  the  Water 
Works  and  Steam  Beating  Companies.  A  large  sewer  was 
laid  through  Franklin  street,  from  the  North  street  bridge  to  the 
Franklin  street  school  building,  late  in  the  season,  and  another 
throu<:;li  Orchard  street. 
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Tlie  Steam  Heating  Co.,  was  organized  in  June,  and  their 
boiler  house  was  erected  in  rear  of  the  Cayuga  County  Bank  in 
September.  The  pipes  were  laid  through  Genesee  street,  west 
of  North,  late  in  the  season.  The  importance  of  this  innovation 
warrants  more  than  a  pa.ssing  notice.  It  is  claimed  that  sufli- 
cient  heat  can  be  furnished  by  means  of  under-ground  pipes, 
connecting  with  stores,  dwellings,  etc.,  to  warm  the  build- 
ings and  supply  nil  needed  heat  for  culinary  purposes.  The 
project  is  yet  in  its  incipiency  and  will  doubtless  be  materially 
modified  and  improved.  Aside  from  the  cleanliness  and  com- 
fort of  this  method  of  heating,  it  is  claimed  to  absolutely  pre- 
clude any  risk  from  fire. 

It  needs  no  prophet  to  foretell  that  the  domestic  economy  of 
the  coming  generation  will  materially  differ  frum  that  of  their 
ancestors.  Stoves,  grates,  and  fireplaces  will  be  a  thing  of  the 
past;  chimney  swallows  will  emigrate,  for  houses  will  be  built 
without  chimneys,  like  muley  cows  without  horns.  And  how 
much  of  the  poetry  of  life  will  be  gone  !  No  cheerful  blaze, 
nor  glowing  coals,  nor  sparkling  embers  of  tlie  wood  or  coal 
fire  to  sit  by  and  muse  over  in  the  twilight  and  evening  I 
Imagine  the  Longfellow  of  1900,  instead  of  watching  the 

"  Shadows  from  the  litfi'i  lirelight 
D.iiice  upon  the  pnrlor  wall," 

seating  himself  beneath  his  electric  light  and  writing  an  ode  to 
his  steam  radiator!  Imagine  the  agonj'  of  the  items  man, 
v.-hen  kerosene  shall  no  longer' be  needed  to  start  the  morning 
fire  :  when  "  Hose  6  "  can  no  longer  be  complimented  for  petting 
the  lirsi  stre;im  on  the  fire,  for  no  fires  occur!  Let  us  be  orate- 
ful  that  our  lines  were  oast  in  the  era  of  wood  and  coal,  of  gas 
and  kerosene,  ratlier  than  in  the  reign  of  steam  and  electricity, 
1  must  not  fail  to  note  the  advent  of  the  almond-eved  celes- 
tial amorig  us.  In  the  dismal  days  of  October  he  came,  and 
perched  over  the  Owasco  outlet,  on  tlie  North  street  bridoe, 
displa3-iug  the  conventional  sign,  "  &'ii  Zee,  Cliintve  Laundry.'' 
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Patient,  quiet,  reticent,  be  v.-aited  for  custom  :  but  wbetlier 
from  laek  of  it,  or  otber  cause,  his  stay  was  brief.  As  noise- 
lessly as  he  came,  one  night  he 

"  Folded  his  tent  like  the  .^rabs. 
And  as  silently  stole  av.ay." 

Either  from  haste,  from  lack  of  discernment,  or  from  obli- 
quity of  moral  sentiment,  he  folded  the  garments  of  liis  patrons 
inside  the  tent,  and  transported  them  as  personal  baggage. 
His  career  with  us  would  warrant  the  Common  Council  in 
enacting  an  ordinance  restricting  Chinese  immigration. 

The  list  of  those  in  oui'  eomniunit_v,  who  have  been  sum- 
inoned  from  their  earthly  labors,  within  the  past  ten  months, 
seems  unusually  large.  1  mention  those  that  I  recall,  who 
were  more  widely  known  : 

Of  the  mothers  who  have  gone  out  from  the  household,  there 
are  Mrs.  Harriet  Button,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Button,  who  died 
April  14,  at  the  age  of  7-1.  Mr.s.  ITannali  M.,  v.ife  of  Edward 
C.  Hall,  who  died  June  21,  at  the  age  of  -13;  June  16,  Mrs. 
Amelia,  relict  of  Nathan  Burr,  in  the  uSth  year  of  her  age. 
Mrs.  Abigail  Congdon,  July  13,  age  84.  Mrs.  Eliza,  relict  of 
Col.  John  Piiehardson,  July  21,  at  the  age  of  90.  2klrs.  David 
Arne,  Oct.  28,  at  the  age  of  85.  Mrs.  Richaixl  S.  Holmes, 
Dec.  9,  at  the  age  of  34,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Hosmer.  Dec.  21,  at 
the  age  of  65. 

Of  those  who  have  been  prominent  in  business  c>>mmunity, 
or  well  kno'.vn  from  long  residence,  tiie  numbei'  who  liave 
died  is  almost  startling. 

Apiul  15. — Col.  ^VinSlOW  M.  Tliomas,  for  some  lime  i.u-in- 
cipal  keeper  in  the  ^Vuburn  Prison,  died  at  the  age  of  4t3. 

Mav  Is. — Josei)h  Barnes,  one  of  the  oMest  residents  of  the 
citv,  at  the  age  of  S5. 

JrNK  15.— Col.  Oliver  C.  Hubbard,  at  West  Ti-oy,  at  the  age 
of  74.  He  will  be  remembered  as  the  former  prr.iprietor  of  the 
Hubbard  place,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake. 
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July  11. — Thcron  Green,  :tge  74,  for  many  ycar^  a  keeper 
in  the  prison,  and  long  a  resident  of  the  citv. 

Tlie  same  da}',  Charles  IJemis,  at  tlie  age  of  74,  a  man  dis- 
tinguished for  his  sterling  integrit)-  and  simplicity  of  character. 

September  If,.— Benjamin  Asbby,  at  tlie  age  of  6S,  for 
many  years  a  hotel  propri?tor  in  this  city. 

September  SO.— Charles  L.  Wheaton,  aged  71,  an  active 
business  man  of  the  4th  ward,  of  some  local  celebrity  as  a 
political  manager  of  the  Democratic  faith. 

October  7.— Suddenly,  of  apople.xy,  Charles  P.  Wood,  aged 
C)[.  He  was  most  widely  known  as  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Auburn  Savings  Bank,  of  v^-hieh  institution  he  was  justly  re- 
cognized as  the  father. 

October  19.— J.  Lewis  Grant,  of  apoplexy,  at  the  age  of  60 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Grant  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Auburn  Water  Works  Co.,  although  he  was  more  widely  known 
from  his  connection  with  railroad  interests,  having  in  the  earlv 
part  of  his  life,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  engineer,  anfl  subse- 
quently as  superint.^ndent  of  several  roads. 

October  27.— James  Camp,  aged  68.  Mr.  Camj)  was  foj' 
many  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade,  was  quiet,  unas- 
suming, and  univci sally  ro=iiectcd. 

October  30.— Suddenly,  of  apoplexy,  P.  Uamihon  Mvers, 
at  the  age  of  66.  Mr.  3.[yers  was  a  man  of  quite  an  exteiideil 
literary  i-ejiutation,  his  life  being  devoted  to  liti-rarv  pursuits 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  flis  bc.H  known  work"  was  a 
poem  eniitlcd  ^' En-enore,"  ;in  Indian  legend,  the  scene  of 
whii-li  is  laid  ujion  Ow.aseo  Lake.  He  was  remarkablv  genial, 
and  in  the  .-erenity  of  his  latter  year.*,  impressed  me  as  quietlv 
waiting  for  the  summons  to  go  to  the  loved  ones  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  "undiscovered  countrv." 
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XovEMUKn  25tli.— Edward  C.  ^[arv-inc,  aged  aboul  -iO. 

Dece.mbkk  llth.— At  (!Ia?gow,  Scotland,  Henry  Wells  of 
Aurora,  at  the  age  of  73.  Mr.  Wells  was  knovrn  as  one  of  tlie 
fatlier.s  of  the  express  business  in  this  c(;untry. 

Dece.MV.KR  KUh. — James  A.  Suvdarn,  at  tlie  age  ni  49. 

jANUAitY  14,  1879. — Charles  P.  Williams,  at  the  age  of  57. 
Mr.  Williams  was  widely  known  and  respected  in  our  bu.siness 
community,  and  was  for  man}-  year.s  closely  identified  with  the 
educational  interests  of  the  city. 

J.\.N"UAUV  19th. — Suddenly,  of  apo}iIexy,  William  Uigh- 
riter,  at  the  age  of  G7.  ^fr.  Ilighriter  Twas  long  a  resident  of  the 
city,  and  well  known,  from  his  connection  with  the  hat  store  of 
the  late  L.  Y.  Keyes. 

jAXfARY  24th. — Suddenly',  of  apoplexy,  David  S.  Titus,  at 
the  age  of  77.  Mr.  Tilns  was  a  prosperous  and  prominent 
farmer,  of  the  town  of  Aurclius,  had  been  a  member  of  Asscm- 
bl}',  and  hi;d  held  other  positions  of  trust. 

February  5th. — At  Wcedsport,  Henry  K.  Filley,  at  the  age 
of  82.  Mr.  Filley  had  represented  his  District  in  the  State 
Assembly,  and  for  nrany  years  previous  to  his  death,  was  a 
Justice  of  tlie  Peace  in  his  town. 

FERHrAiiY  7th.— At  Poehester,  Re\.  Dr.  M.  J.  Loughlin, 
aged  44,  for  many  years  pastor  of  St.  ifary"s  Catholic  Church 
in  this  city,  and  during  wliose  pastorate  the  church  edifice  on 
Clark  street  was  erected. 

I  may  add  to  the  list,  the  name  of  Major  Xioholas  B.  S.  EMred, 
who  died  July  3rd,  b}-  a  pistol  shot  from  his  own  hand.  Major 
Eidred  was  about  52  years  of  age,  and  for  many  years  had  been 
u  great  sufferer  from  disease,  which  dethroned  his  reason,  and  in 
a  moment  of  insanity  he  ended  his  life.     Also,  the  name  of  Dea- 
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cnii  Lewis  L.  Smith,  who  on  the  lOtli  of  Dcueniber  put  an  eml 
to  his  own  life,  while  teiuporarily  insmie,  at  tlie  aye  of  64. 

I  shall  be  pardoned  if  I  yield  to  the  promptings  of  personal 
friendship,  to  record  the  death  of  Peter  Schyndt,  on  the  IStli  of 
June,  at  the  age  of  55.  As  might  be  inferred  from  his  name, 
Peter  was  of  Dutch  ancestry,  if  not  a  native  of  the  land  of 
dylves  and  canals,  of  tulips  and  hyacinths.  lie  was  one  ,of 
the  tive  hundred  thousand  more  who  responded  to  the  call  of 
Father  Abraham  during  the  late  war,  in  which  he  served 
faithfully  to  the  close,  and  was  honorably  discharged.  I  think 
he  was  never  in  an  important  battle— he  was  too  good-natured 
to  figlit — Ijut  how  many  battles  his  presence  prevented  will 
never  be  known,  lie  might  be  classed  as  of  the  preventive, 
rather  than  of  the  curative  armv-  As  characteristic  of  the  man, 
1  note  the  incident  of  his  enlistment,  to  effect  which,  he  was 
required  to  aflix  his  sign  manual  to  live  enlistment  papers. 
lie  was  not  a  facile  penman,  and  it  was  with  infinite  eH'ort 
and  strange  facial  contortions  that  lie  succeeded  in  signing 
three  of  the  pajiers,  when  with  a  long  breath  he  settled  back  in 
his  chair,  and  with  an  air  of  determination,  mingled  with  in- 
difference as  to  wh(,-tlicr  the  war  sliouKl  be  prosecuted  or  not, 
and  still  with  a  roguish  twinkle  in  his  eye,  lie  exclaimed  "  / 
ii'vik-s  no  more  til!  I gil^  vsh/nl."  Vuov  Peter,  he  is  taking  his 
long  rest,  ar.d  1  suppose  snme  household  is  sadder  fur  his  ab- 
sence, but  thr  rijiple  whieli  he  made  upon  tlie  river  of  life,  will 
soon  reacli  the:  sliore  of  tlie  little  haven  v.'hieh  was  the  scene  of 
his  careei-. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November,  the  exact  date  not  reeordeil, 
but  supposed  to  lie  about  the  27th,  ^Villiani  Turner  died. 
Tlie  family  record  is  silent  as  to  the  date  of  his  advent  here 
upcm  earth,  lint  there  is  slender  evidence,  streuL'thened  by  his 
appearance  during  his  latter  days,  tliat  he  was  87  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Turner  was  of  African  ancestry,  and  bore  ample  evidence 
of  the  purity  of  his  descent.     I  first   knew   him  as  doing  odd 
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jobs  at  sawing  v.ooJ  ;  sub.seqaently,  when  King  Anlliracile 
iiivadoil  our  homes,  lie  accepted  the  situation,  and  changed 
his  voeaticn  to  carrying  up  coal  and  blacking  stoves.  Fn  the 
refreshing  da\'s  of  houseelcaniiig,  he  was  indispensable  as 
white-washer.  Later  on,  he  was  ciiarged  with  the  responsible 
duty  of  lighting  the  street  lamps,  and  often  have  T  scon  him 
burst  out  from  the  darkness,  by  the  lightirjg  of  a  lamj),  ajipear- 
ing  like  an  Egyptian  statue,  the  only  thing  the  light  would  not 
illumine.  As  his  strength  declined  with  advancing  years,  he 
abandoned  all  active  employment,  and  relied  upon  exli'aneous 
aid  to  supjily  his  fevr  wants.  I  remember  him  most  vividly  of 
late,  trudging  along  Iiome  at  evening,  stafl"  in  hand,  in  eai-nest 
conversation  with  himself,  which  usually  ceased  for  a  moment 
to  respond  to  my  salutation,  and  was  at  once  resumed.  I  re- 
cord his  death  more  particularly  because  I  have  heard  it  ques- 
tioned whether  negroes  ever  die.  They  seem  to  go  ofT  some- 
where— fade  out  from  communit}',  but  the  death  of  one  is 
rarely  chronicled. 

I  may  add  the  name  of  dohn  VauNess,  who  died  Janutir}' 
lo.  Mr.  A'anNess  was  a  Pyrotechnist  of  some  note,  and  the 
boy  of  thirty  years  atro  regarded  him  with  awe,  as  the  maker 
of  sky-rockets  and  wheels  and  'snakes  au'l  lioinan  c;ind!es 
and  the  like  concomitants  of  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary 
of  our  national  independence.  Ilis  age  may  have  l;ecii  •"kj, 
althougli,  being  thin,  sallow,  wiry,  a  do'-.ide  made  as  little 
imjiress  upon  his  physique  as  a  sinjjlc  yi.'ar  upon  the  average 
man.  He  was  prosperous  iu  early  days,  but  with  the  decline 
in  patriotic  enthusiasm,  his  business  dwindled.  Added  to  this, 
he  was,  several  times  iu  the  prosecution  of  his  craft,  blown  up, 
"hoist  by  his  own  petard.''  to  his  pecuniary  detriment.  \V el- 
ded to  his  vocation,  he  disdained  to  change  it  with  the 
changing  times,  and  his  means  being  exhausted,  he  accepted 
public  benefaction  and  died  at  the  County  Poor  House. 
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_  Of  ihe  more  or  less  disunguished  personages,  outside  our 
immediate  co,nmu„ilj,  w},o..e  career.,  have  terminatcl  within 
the  period  of  which  I  write,  1  note  the  following: 

Apkil  12th.-\VilI,am  M.  l\veed  died  in  Ludlow  Street  Jail 
at  the  age  of  do.  Tneve  ended  the  most  remarkal.le  career  of 
Ignorance,  shre^-dness,  unblashinrr  and  detiant  knavery  and 
corruption  in  tlie  history  of  our  c^untrv.  Sucb  a  career  woul.l 
be  deemed  po...sible  only  in  a  ropul.lic,  but  the  nnrcflcctin-  will 
wonder  that  the  same  influences  whicli  made  tiio  career  possible 
were  .swift  to  make  it  ignominious,  and  sure  to  cut  it  .short. 

Aprii  22nd.-William  Orion,  well  known  as  the  President 
of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  died  at  t!,e  age  of 

May  lst.-At  the  age  of  47,  State  Senator  John  .Morrissev 
d.ed~a  noted  instance  of  the  possibilities  of  citizenship  in  "a 
republic,  and  of  the  con.servative  influence  of  politics'  N.,t 
every  one,  however,  can  advance  from  the  prize  rino-  and  \ik- 
parlors  of  chance,  to  a  seat  in  legislative  halls.  Tha^t  one  did 
should  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  theory  ..f 
natural  selection. 

May  12th.-Cathannc  E.  l^eecher,  of  some  fame  as  an  authr,r- 
e.sF,  died  at  the  age  of  77. 

Jl-xk  ord.-Wdliani  F.  Allen,  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  and  distinguished  as  a  jurist,  died  at  the  age  of  70. 

Ju.VE  12th.— William  Cullen  Bryant,  the  venerable  and  di- 
tmguislie  1  p.xn  and  journalist,  died  at  the  age  of  S-f. 

JlSF.  2.;t]i.-Mercedes.  the  fair  young  Queen  of  Spain,  who^e 
marriage  scarcely  six  months  previous.  I  eiironieled  in  mv 
record,  died  at  the  ace  of  IS. 
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July  3i\1. — Ur.  James  C.  Ayer,  the  father  of  patent  medi- 
cine?, died,  flis  age  is  not  given,  but  I  doubt  not  that  liis 
longevity  fully  sustained  tlie  ri'iiutation  of  his  medicines. 

AuGfST  J.'ith. — President  J.  11.  Raymond,  of  Va.ssar  College, 
died  at  the  ujc  of  (34. 

August  21s1.  —  M;iria,  the  deposed  Queen  of  Spain,  died  at 
the  age  of  7'2. 

OcTOBKK  2iid. — The  King  of  Burmah  relinquished  his 
earthly  crov,-ii  f.jr  an  heavenly. 

October  8th. — Gen.  Gideon  .J.  Pillow,  of  Me.xican  and  Con- 
ffderate  war  fame,  died. 

NovEMBKU  2t';th. — Lj'mati  Tremain  of  ^Ubany,  a  prominent 
politician  and  counseilor-at  law,  died,  aged  6(1 

Deckmekk  1-lth. — Princess  Alice  Maud  Mary,  daughter  of 
Queen  Victoi-ia.  and  Grand-lKu-hess  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  died 
at  the  age  of  'Si. 

DecembkIx  lyih. — Bayard  Taylor,  traveller,  editor,  poet,  and 
r.  S.  Minister  to  Berlin,  died,  aged  54. 

jAXt'.\F.y  2iid,  1871:'. — Caleb  Gushing,  the  man  of  "  conti- 
nental mind,"  died,  aged  7i'. 

pEBiaWKY  2iid. — Kich.iru  Hunry  Dana,  one  of  the  old  time 
]ioets,  critics  and  e?>avists,  v.dioso  pen  had  long  been  corr<3ding 
in  it«  rack,  died  at  Boston,  at  the  age  of  93. 

llad  not  my  postscript  already  exceeded  the  limits  of  })eace- 
ful  endurance,  I  should  be  plea-ed  to  enter  moi-e  in  ilotail  irilo 
local  matters,  particularly  the  exploits  of  the  41ith  Regiment, 
in  their  sumnicr  encampment  at  Sheldrake  ;  of  their  successful 
but  unf.irtuuate  competition  for  the  Nevada  badge,  which  still 
hans:s  in  blissful  uncertaintv,  between  them  and  the  4Sth  Reel- 
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merit  of  0.s\7ego ;  to  recall  the  rniclniglit  discussions  of  the 
Common  Council  over  tlie  street  comn:itten  imliroglio,  and 
the  eloquent  conslitutionul  debates  over  the  Orchard  street 
sewer,  and  many  other  items  of  equal  importance,  but  with  a 
brief  glance  at  the  outside  world,  I  must  clo?e. 

Of  riotablc  disasters,  the  following  are  more  prominent: 

April  27th. — The  mysterious  Earcla}-  street  explosion 
occurred  in  New  York,  involving  a  loss  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  property,  and  several  live?.  The  cause  of  the  explosion, 
after  the  strictest  investigation,  remains  a  mvstcry. 

M.A.Y  2nd. — The  gioat  fiour-mill  explosion  occurred  at  Min- 
neapolis, !.)y  which  live  mills  were  destroyed,  17  lives  lost, 
and  a  million  and  a  half  of  piopert^-  destroyed.  The  explosion 
is  supposed  to  have  been  ocea.-ioncd  by  the  ignition  of  parti- 
cles of  flour  da.-t  in  the  process  of  manufacture. 

May  olst. — Two  German  iron-clads  collided,  v.-liile  maneu- 
vering in  the  English  channel,  sinking  one,  and  occasioning 
tiie  loss  of  270  lives. 

Ski'T.  ord. — The  excursion  boat,  •' Princess  Alice,"  was  run 
into  and  sunk  in  the  Thames  rivei',  and  between  HOO  and  7ttO 
lives  weie  lost. 

Nov.  26th. — The  ocean  steamer  "  Pomerania,"'  from  Now 
York  iov  Uavrc  and  Bremen,  v.-a3  run  into  and  suidc  in  the 
English  channel,  and  some  fifty  lives  were  lost. 

Of  other  events.  1  have  noted  tlsc  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  on  the  2nd  of  October,  occasioning  wide- 
spread pecuniary  loss,  and  neas'ly  creating  a  financial  jianic  in 
Great  Britain  :  tlie  robbery  of  the  Manhattan  S.avings  Bank  of 
Nov,-  Yorlv,  of  nearly  $3,000,000  on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  27tb, 
no  part  of  which  has  been  recovered  :  the  stealing  of  the' remains 
of  the  late  A.  T.  Stewart,  from  his  tomb  in  St.  Mark's  church- 
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yard,   New  York,  Nov.  TlIi,  no   trace   of   which    has   yet  been 
obtained. 

Tn  the  political  v.-orld,  tlie  nota'ile  feature  has  been  the  rise, 
progress,  and  decline  of  the  Greenback  and  Labor  Keform 
inovemerit.  One  of  its  episodes,  was  the  mission  of  the  Sand 
Lot  oracle,  Denis  Kearney,  acro.=s  the  dark  continent  from  San 
Francisco  to  Boston,  to  infuse  the  new  political  education  into 
the  effete  organizations  of  the  east.  Denis  unfortunately  got 
at  loggerheads  with  the  press,  and  the  newspapers  unkindly 
"  blew  him  out."  His  mission  was  not  eniinentl}-  successful, 
and  thegreat  agitator  retraced  his  steps  in  disgust,  and  relighted 
himself,  by  starling  a  newspaper  of  his  own  in  San  Francisco. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  the  sca.son,  sonic  success  attended  this 
movement,  notably  in  Maine,  v;here  Mr.  Hale  was  succeeded  bv 
a  Greenback  member  of  Congress,  and  a  Democratic  Governor 
was  secured.  Later,  however,  it  seemed  to  pine  and  grow 
sickly.  New  York  elected  a  Tlcpublican  dudge  of  the  Court  of 
.Appeals,  and  an  overwhelmingly  Republican  Legislature,  which 
returned  Senator  Conkling,  without  opposition,  to  the  JJ.  S. 
Senate.  Tiie  feud  between  the  Senator  and  the  administration, 
over  the  New  York  Custom  House  apjiointments,  was  soon 
after  terminateii  by  the  confirmation  of  the  President's 
appointees.  Congress  has  devoted  its  energies,  mainly,  to 
investigating  committees,  notably,  the  Potter  committee,  which 
has  latterly  been  inquirinL'-  into  the  j)aternity  of  the  celebrated 
"Cijiher  Disputches."'  On  the  21st  of  November,  the  U.S. 
paid  to  England,  the  live  and  one-half  million  dollars  Fisherv 
Award,  after  considerable  diplomatic  correspondence.  The 
most  noted  political  event,  acro.ss  the  waters,  was  tiie  resisna- 
tion  of  the  Kn-i-.jh  President,  ^farshal  2\Iac]\[ahon,  on  the  bOth 
of  January,  ;;nd  the  election  by  the  As,sembly  of  his  successor, 
M.  Grevy,  for  seven  years,  without  the  usual  revolutior;.  A 
distres.-=ing  famine  has  swept  away  countless  victims  in  China, 
during  the  summer  and  aalutnn,  while  a  virulent  type  of  small 
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pox  has  decimated  the  population  of  a  large  district  of  Brazil. 
In  tlje  latter  part  of  July,  the  yellow  fever  appeared  in  Ncv 
Orleans,  rapidly  increasing  and  extending  its  ravages  to  Vicks- 
burgh,  Memphis,  and  adjacent  localities.  It  was  confined  to 
the  lower  Mississippi  Valley,  but  was  terribly  destructive  until 
about  the  23d  of  October,  when  it  was  checked  by  frost.  Some 
2n,000  victims  to  the  scourge  bear  witness  to  its  severity.  It 
is  worthy  of  record,  that  the  cities  of  the  Korth  contributed 
promptly  and  liberally  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  oar  own 
city  contributing  something  o\or  two  thousand  dollars.  Late 
lu  the  season,  the  black  plague  broke  oat  in  the  southern  part 
of  Eussia,  and  is  making  its  way  northward.  A  portion  of  the 
Russian  army  has  been  detailed  to  do  picket  duty,  in  prevent- 
ing the  further  spreading  of  the  disease,  by  confining  the 
inhabitants  to  the  infected  district.  The  malady  is  said°to  be 
fatal  in  all  cases  of  attack.  It  is  presumed  to  bo  identical  with 
tlie  plague  of  olden  times,  and  no  elYort  is  being  spared  to  check 
its  progress?.  In  the  late  fall,  diphtheria  prevailed  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent  in  the  neighboring  village  of  Geneva,  but  was 
fortunately  confined  to  that  immediate  localitv. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  ilie  flying  visit  of  the  English 
Dean  Stanley,  to  our  country,  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
because  he  enjoyed  himself  so  thoroughly,  during  his  short 
stay,  and  spoke  so  charitably,  kindly  and  hopefuHy  of  us  to 
his  countrymen,  vdion  he  returned  home.  Nor  nui.n  I  fail  to 
note  the  pride  of  our  neighbors  across  the  borde;-,  at  haviu'^ 
a  real  live  member  of  the  royal  family  domiciled  with  tliem! 
The  >rarquisof  Lome,  the  new  Governor-General  of  Can.ida. 
with  his  spou.-,e,  tlie  Piiuccss  Louise,  arrived  at  Halifax,  on  the 
22iid  of  November,  and  the  whole  dominion  was  wild  with  jov. 
The  Marchi(^ni-.~s.  who  is  the  star  actress  of  the  east,  is  wiuriiiig 
the^  hearts  of  the  people,  by  her  simple  ways  and  democratic 
notions,  notwithstanding  some  harsh  criticisms  of  the  strict 
ceremony    inflicted    upon    the    early    receptions    of    the    royal 
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parly.  The  mother  eountr}'  has  been  much  disturbed  during 
the  sea.'^on.  by  ti'oubles  among  the  laboring  classes.  Strikes 
among  workiiigmen  have  been  o£  frequent  occurrence,  and  in 
some  instances  have  assumed  threatening  proportions.  Happily 
they  have  thus  fur  been  adjusted  without  llie  serious  conse- 
quences which  sometimes  attend  such  uprisings.  A  mania  for 
regicide  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  the  old  world.  Twice  has 
the  life  of  the  Emperor  William  of  Germany  been  attempted, 
and  the  Kings  of  Italy  and  Spain,  and  the  Emperor  Joseph  of 
Austria,  have  each  been  the  subject  of  attack,  but  all  have 
fortunately  escaped  without  serious  injury. 

The  great  Paris  Exposition,  which  opened  on  the  1st  of  May, 
has  occupied  the  attecition  of  European  visitors  during  the 
summer,  and  may  be  classed  as  a  success  as  world's  fairs  go. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  cncli  of  the  different  varieties  of 
sewing  macliines,  and  all  the  jiianos  exhibited,  succeeded  as 
usual  in  securing  the  highest  award  for  excellence.  This  will 
be  satisfactory  to  those  who  are  owners  of  sewing  machines  or 
pianos,  as  they  will  content  themselves  without  change,  but  it 
will  be  terribly  perplexing  to  those  who  are  about  to  purchase, 
and  seek  to  "get  the  best.  ' 

When  my  record  closed,  the  war  bclweeu  Russia  and  Turkey 
was  near  its  termination.  Tlie  Russian  army  was  before  the 
Turki.sh  capital,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  belligerents 
was  effected,  which  was  unsatisfactory  to  England,  who  regarded 
with  distrust  the  approach  of  Russian  sway  towards  lier  Asiatic 
dependencies.  After  considerable  bull-dozing  on  the  part  of 
England,  backed  by  Austria,  and  no  little  diplomacy  on  the 
part  ot  Germany,  a  European  Congress  was  agreed  upon,  which 
assembled  at  Berlin,  June  lu,  and  continued  in  session  just  one 
montli.  As  a  njsalt  ot  its  deliberations,  nearly  all  the  white 
meat  of  Turkey  in  Europe  was  apportioned  between  Russia  and 
Austria,  while  the  minor  powers  interested  were  compelled  to 
content  themselves  with  wines  and  drumsticks.     In  the  melee, 
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Eogland  grabbed  the  Island  of  Cyprus,  which  she  has  since 
been  negotiating  to  purchase. 

Peace  once  more  prevailed  among  tlje  nations,  until,  in 
November,  England  declared  war  against  Afghanistan,  and  has 
found  an  easy  comjuest  of  the  barbarous  natives.  The  country 
is  regarded  imponant,  as  aflording  an  approach  for  Eussia  to 
India,  and  will  doubtless  be  held  in  such  way  by  England  as 
will  best  subserve  her  Eastern  interests.  Since  the  winter 
opened  the  Zulus  of  South  Africa  have  become  fractious,  and 
have  involved  England  in  another  war.  It  v,-ill  doubtless  be  of 
sliort  duration,  except  as  a  kind  of  border  warfare — something 
like  the  Indian  wars,  which  keep  our  standing  army  kitin"- 
backwards  and  forwards  over  the  mountains  of  the  West  everv 
summer— as  the  Zulus  are  not  particularly  rich  in  resources 
for  a  war  with  such  a  power  as  England. 

Gen.  Grant  has  continued  his  saunterings  through  the  old 
world,  enjoying  the  hospitalities  of  the  nobility,  congratulating 
the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  over  his  victories,  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  condoling  with  the  young  King  of  Spain  in  his  bereavemen't, 
at  Madrid.  He  v/as  made  a  citizen  of  Dublin,  on  his  visit  to 
the  capital  of  the  Emciald  I.-^le,  and  might  novx-  rejoice  in  bein<'- 
a  Native  .Aineriean  Iri.--hniau,  had  not  Cork  indignantly  refused 
to  endorse  the  action  of  Dublin.  Gen.  Grant  had  said  or  done: 
something  or  left  something  unsaid  or  undone,  sometime  during 
his  career,  which  was  construed  as  subversive  of  the  interests', 
or  liumbling  to  the  pride  of  the  city,  which  is  presumablv  the 
guardian  of  the  entrance  to  the  Demijohn  of  Erin,  and  Cork 
uncorked  her  vials  of  wratli  upon  tlie  General,  by  declining  to 
tender  him  tlie  freedom  of  the  city.  So  the  citizen  soldier  re- 
sorted to  his  old  tactics  of  Hanking  the  enemy,  turned  his  face 
Mecca-ward,  and  silently  sailed  away  over  eastern  seas  on  his 
liomeward  way  by  the  Golden  Gate.  lie  is  doubtles.s,  by  this, 
mingling  the  jierfumcs  of  his  Havana  with  the  fragrance  of  the 
Souchong  or  Bohea  of  Canton,  or  discussing  in  pigeon  Eucrlish 


tlie  capacity  for  resistance  of  t1ie  great  Cliincse  v.-al!,  witli  somt' 
mandarin  at  Pekiii. 

To  return  once  more,  from  m}-  wanderings,  nearer  home:  on 
the  7tb  of  Januar3',  the  State  Legislature  ensconced  itself  in  its 
quarters  in  the  new  capital  building,  at  Albany.  On  tlie 
evening  of  tluiL  day,  the  citizens  of  Albany  gave  a  reception  in 
honor  of  the  event,  at  the  new  building,  which  was  a  success  as 
to  numbers,  notwithstanding  tlic  absence  of  many  wlio  had  been 
invited,  but  v;ho  were  kej;)t  avi-ay  by  the  railroad  bloelcade. 
The  new  building  is  said  to  be  complete  in  all  its  appointments, 
and  gorgeous  even,  in  its  finishings,  and  if  legislation  is  not 
rose-tinted  and  lemon-scented  in  future,  it  will  be  no  fault  of 
the  legislative  halls. 

At  12  o'clock  29  minutes,  noon,  on  the  17th  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  Mr.  C.  Gimbeniat,  of  No.  CO  E.\ch;inge  Place,  sold  to 
Mr.  P.  Gillet,  No.  16  New  street,  at  the  gold  department  of  the 
Stock  Exchange,  New  Yorl:,  $10,000  gold,  at  par.  1  am  par- 
ticular in  giving  these  gentlemen  the  honor  of  the  transaction, 
for  I  assume  it  to  have  been  in  good  faith,  as  it  is  the  first  time 
in  10  years,  that  gold  has,  olllcially,  been  sold  at  par.  Should 
it  be  thought  advisable  to  erect  a  inonunicnt  to  commemorate 
the  transaction,  I  should  counsel  placing  Mr.  Giinbernat's  name 
a  little  higher  up  than  Mr.  Gillet's,  both  for  convenience,  and 
because  Mr.  Gimbcrnat  took  the  chances  of  pacrificing  a  six- 
teenth per  cent,  to  establish  the  credit  of  government.  Janu- 
ary 1,  1862,  gold  was  r^uoted  at  1U2  :  in  the  summer  of  1361,  it 
ran  up  to  285,  from  which,  point  it  gradually  declined,  until 
the  transaction  above  det;ii!ed.  The  offieial  resumption  of 
specie  payment  took  place  January  1.  It  is  astonishing  with 
what  complacency  the  public  accepted  the  situation.  I'lie 
citizen  who  draws  his  cheek  for  tlve  dollars,  with  eonimi_iidable 
regard  for  the  safety  of  the  national  trcasui-^',  and  \vith  calm 
indifference  as  to  his  ])ersonal  pecuniary  safety,  says  he  will 
take  bills,  as  'jold  is  so  inconvenient  for  business  transactions. 
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The  feeling  seems  to  be,  that  gold  is  mainly  useful  to  board  up 
in  old  stockings,  or  for  Captain  Kidds  to  buiy  in  hidden  nooks 
upon  the  seashore.  Had  the  public  accepted  Mr.  Greeley's 
apothegm,  that  "the  \7ay  to  resume  is  to  resume,"  as  it  might 
have  done  a  decade  since,  1  should  not  have  had  this  item  for 
my  record. 

But  I  must  bring  my  wandering  notes  to  a  close.  As  I  have 
been  collecting  the  incidents  which  I  have  herein  embodied,  I 
seem  as  one  who  has  been  gathering  shells  upon  the  seashore. 
Sauntering  along  tlie  thickly  strewn  strand,  I  have  picked  up 
here  and  there  a  shell,  but  I  realize  how  many  I  have  left  un- 
touched, many  of  them  doubtless  of  more  value  than  those  T 
have  gathered,  but  the  collection  as  I  have  made  it,  my  dear 
doctor,  I  place  in  your  hand.s — nothing  but  shells. 

B.  B.  SNOW, 

Hisloriographer. 
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